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Linear-in temperature resistivity from an 
isotropic Planckian scattering rate

Gaël Grissonnanche1,2,3, Yawen Fang2, Anaëlle Legros1,4, Simon Verret1, Francis Laliberté1, 
Clément Collignon1, Jianshi Zhou5, David Graf6, Paul A. Goddard7, Louis Taillefer1,8 ✉ & 
B. J. Ramshaw2,8 ✉

A variety of ‘strange metals’ exhibit resistivity that decreases linearly with 
temperature as the temperature decreases to zero1–3, in contrast to conventional 
metals where resistivity decreases quadratically with temperature. This 
linear-in-temperature resistivity has been attributed to charge carriers scattering at a 
rate given by ħ/τ = αkBT, where α is a constant of order unity, ħ is the Planck constant 
and kB is the Boltzmann constant. This simple relationship between the scattering rate 
and temperature is observed across a wide variety of materials, suggesting a 
fundamental upper limit on scattering—the ‘Planckian limit’4,5—but little is known 
about the underlying origins of this limit. Here we report a measurement of the 
angle-dependent magnetoresistance of La1.6−xNd0.4SrxCuO4—a hole-doped cuprate 
that shows linear-in-temperature resistivity down to the lowest measured 
temperatures6. The angle-dependent magnetoresistance shows a well de#ned Fermi 
surface that agrees quantitatively with angle-resolved photoemission spectroscopy 
measurements7 and reveals a linear-in-temperature scattering rate that saturates at 
the Planckian limit, namely α = 1.2 ± 0.4. Remarkably, we #nd that this Planckian 
scattering rate is isotropic, that is, it is independent of direction, in contrast to 
expectations from ‘hotspot’ models8,9. Our #ndings suggest that 
linear-in-temperature resistivity in strange metals emerges from a 
momentum-independent inelastic scattering rate that reaches the Planckian limit.

Immediately following the discovery of high-temperature supercon-
ductivity in the cuprates, it was noted that their normal-state resistiv-
ity is linear over a broad temperature range10. Linear-in temperature 
(T-linear) resistivity extending to low temperatures indicates a strongly 
correlated metallic state, and it was recognized early on that under-
standing T-linear resistivity may be the key to unravelling the mystery 
of high-temperature superconductivity itself11. Since then, T-linear 
resistivity has become a widespread phenomenon in strongly corre-
lated metals, occurring in systems as diverse as organic and iron-based 
superconductors3 and magic-angle twisted bilayer graphene12. The fact 
that T-linear resistivity is often found in proximity to unconventional 
superconductivity is highly suggestive of a common underlying origin, 
but T-linear resistivity at low temperatures lies outside the standard 
Fermi-liquid description of metals and thus remains a central unsolved 
problem in quantum materials research.

The difficulty in developing a controlled, microscopic theory 
of T-linear resistivity has led to the creation of new theoretical 
approaches that draw on techniques developed for the study of 
quantum gravity, including holography and the Sachdev–Ye–Kitaev 
model13–17. Although these theories are not microscopically moti-
vated, they explicitly account for strong quasiparticle interactions 
in a controlled way and suggest that T-linear resistivity might emerge 

as a universal principle—independent of microscopic details. The 
transport scattering rate 1/τ in these models obeys the so-called  
Planckian limit:

ħ
τ

αk T= , (1)B

where kB and ħ are the Boltzmann and Planck constants, respectively, 
and α is a constant of order unity. Simple estimates of α, based on the 
Drude model, from a wide variety of metals with T-linear resistivity 
are consistent with Planckian-limit scattering4,5,18. The Planckian limit 
even applies to conventional metals such as gold and copper, where 
T-linear resistivity at high temperatures is caused by electron–phonon 
scattering. Phonons, however, cannot explain T-linear resistivity in 
the T → 0 limit, suggesting that the Planckian limit is independent of 
microscopic origin. Estimates based on the Drude model provide no 
information about how the scattering rate varies in momentum space. 
Angle-resolved photoemission spectroscopy (ARPES) does provide the 
momentum dependence19, but only for the single-particle scattering 
rate and not for the transport scattering rate that determines the resis-
tivity. What has been missing is a full momentum-space description of 
the transport scattering rate.
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electron-like (that is, it is centred on the Γ point in the first Brillouin 
zone), both the measured and calculated RH are hole-like due to the 
Fermi surface curvature26 (Fig. 3b). An anisotropic scattering rate, 
highly enhanced near the anti-nodal regions of the Fermi surface 
(Figs. 2b, 3), is therefore not only required to correctly model the ADMR 
but also required to obtain the correct sign and magnitude of the Hall 
coefficient. To ensure that our fits are not fine-tuned for B = 45 T, we 
fit a second dataset taken at B = 35 T (Extended Data Fig. 5). We fix the 
tight-binding parameters to those obtained from the 45-T fits and we 
find that the same scattering-rate parameters emerge at 35 T, demon-
strating the consistency of the model.

Discussion
We have measured the momentum dependence of the scattering 
rate responsible for the T-linear resistivity of Nd-LSCO at p = 0.24. We 
can write the total scattering rate as a sum of an elastic (temperature 
independent) component plus an inelastic (temperature dependent) 
component:

τ φ T τ τ T1/ ( , ) = 1/ + 1/ ( ). (2)elastic inelastic

We use the working definitions of ‘elastic scattering’ to mean 
temperature-independent scattering and ‘inelastic scattering’ to 
mean temperature-dependent scattering. There are exceptions to 
these definitions but they hold under most cases, particularly in the 
low-temperature limit. We find that 1/τelastic = 1/τaniso(φ) + 1/τiso(T = 0), 
that is, the elastic scattering contains all of the anisotropic scattering, 

plus the T = 0 offset from the isotropic scattering. The elastic term is, by 
definition, temperature independent, and its angle dependence resem-
bles the strongly φ-dependent density of states at p = 0.24 (Fig. 4c, e). It 
was previously suggested that similar anisotropy in the single-particle 
scattering rate (that is, the scattering rate measured by ARPES) may 
arise due to the proximity of the anti-nodal Fermi surface to the van 
Hove singularity27. Our data suggest that similar anisotropy extends 
to the two-particle, transport scattering rate. Indeed, the momentum 
dependence of the elastic scattering rate we measure is reminiscent 
of the elastic scattering rate extracted by ARPES in LSCO at p = 0.23  
(ref. 28), as shown in Supplementary Fig. 2.

We find that the inelastic term in equation (2) has a pure T-linear 
dependence whose strength is consistent with Planckian dissipation, 
that is, τ T α1/ ( ) =

k T
ħinelastic
B , with α close to 1 (Fig. 4f). This unambiguo-

usly demonstrates that T-linear resistivity is caused by a T-linear scat-
tering rate and not, for example, by a T-dependent carrier density29. 
Remarkably, we discover that this Planckian scattering is isotropic—the 
same for all directions of electron motion. Isotropic, T-linear scattering 
has been hypothesized in the context of a marginal Fermi liquid descrip-
tion of the normal state of cuprates11. The marginal Fermi liquid also 
hypothesizes an ω-linear scattering rate (where ω is the angular fre-
quency), and this was observed by ARPES in LSCO19. The absence of 
momentum-space structure to the scattering rate implies that the 
microscopic mechanism of T-linear resistivity is length-scale invariant, 
that is, it does not depend on scattering from a particular wavevector, 
such as the fluctuations of a finite-q order parameter (where q is the 
ordering wavevector). The fact that the inelastic scattering rate appears 
to reach a limit dictated by Planck’s constant suggests that a 
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Fig. 2 | ADMR and quasiparticle scattering rate of Nd-LSCO at p = 0.24.  
a, Left: the ADMR of Nd-LSCO at p = 0.24 as a function of θ for four different 
temperatures, T = 25 K, T = 20 K, T = 12 K and 6 K, and at B = 45 T. The grey area 
near θ = 90° for T = 6 K and T = 12 K indicates the region where the sample 
becomes superconducting (SC). Right: simulations obtained from the 
Chambers formula using the tight-binding parameters of Extended Data Table 1 
and the scattering-rate model of equation (7). b, Log-scale polar plot of the 
scattering rate at T = 25 K. Note the large scattering rate near the anti-nodes 
where the Fermi surface passes close to the van Hove point. The isotropic part 
of the scattering rate, 1/τiso, is shown as a dashed red line. The anisotropic part, 

1/τaniso is shown in violet. The total scattering rate, 1/τaniso + 1/τiso is the entire 
solid line, shaded red or violet depending on whether it is dominated by 1/τaniso 
or 1/τiso, respectively. c, Temperature dependence of the two components of 
the scattering rate. A linear fit to 1/τiso using 1/τ = A + αkBT/ħ, yields α = 1.2 ± 0.4, a 
value consistent with the Planckian limit (α ≈ 1). The error bar on α accounts for 
the uncertainty in the fit as well as a ±10% uncertainty in the distance between 
the electrical contacts on the ADMR sample. By contrast, 1/τaniso is seen to be 
temperature independent, showing that it comes entirely from elastic 
scattering off defects and impurities.
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The�mysterious� pseudogap� phase� of� cuprate� superconductors� ends� at� a� critical�
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Fig. 1. Quasi-static magnetism in the pseudogap state of La2-xSrxCuO4. Temperature – doping 
phase diagram representing Tmin, the temperature of the minimum in the sound velocity, at different 
fields. Since superconductivity precludes the observation of Tmin in zero-field, the dashed line (brown 
area) represents the extrapolated Tmin(B=0). While not exactly equal to the freezing temperature Tf (see 
Fig. 2), Tmin is closely tied to Tf and so is expected to have the same doping dependence, including a 
peak around p = 0.12 in zero/low fields (ref. 2). Onset temperatures of charge order are from ref. 33 
(squares) and 35 (hexagons). 
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3Centre de Physique Théorique, Ecole Polytechnique, CNRS, 91128 Palaiseau Cedex, France
4Department of Quantum Matter Physics, University of Geneva,

24 Quai Ernest-Ansermet, 1211 Geneva 4, Switzerland
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We numerically study a model of interacting spin-1/2 electrons with random exchange coupling on
a fully connected lattice. This model hosts a quantum critical point separating two distinct metallic
phases as a function of doping: a Fermi liquid with a large Fermi surface volume and a low-doping
phase with local moments ordering into a spin-glass. We show that this quantum critical point has
non-Fermi liquid properties characterized by T -linear Planckian behaviour, !/T scaling and slow
spin dynamics of the Sachdev-Ye-Kitaev (SYK) type. The !/T scaling function associated with the
electronic self-energy is found to have an intrinsic particle-hole asymmetry, a hallmark of a ‘skewed’
non Fermi liquid.

The normal-state properties of hole-doped cuprates are
fundamentally di↵erent on the two sides of the critical
doping p = p? at which the pseudogap opens. For p >
p? the Fermi surface (FS) is large and consistent with
bandstructure [1, 2]. In contrast, for p < p? there is clear
experimental evidence that a transformation to a ‘small’
FS takes place [2–4]. The vicinity of p? hosts a ‘strange
metal’ in which resistivity is linear in temperature T down
to low-T (for reviews, see [5–7]). Hallmarks of quantum
criticality [8] have been reported in this regime including
!/T scaling in spectroscopy experiments [9, 10]. The
nature of the p < p? phase and that of the strange metal
are two outstanding fundamental questions.

Microscopic models that exhibit such a doping-induced
quantum critical point (QCP) and can also be investigated
in a controlled manner are rare. In early pioneering work,
Sachdev and Ye [11] showed that the random-bond fully
connected quantum Heisenberg model hosts a spin-liquid
phase when solved for SU(M) spins in the large-M limit.
Remarkably, the local spin dynamics in this phase has the
characteristic frequency dependence of a marginal Fermi
liquid [7, 12, 13] and obeys !/T scaling as a consequence of
conformal invariance [14]. A generalisation to a t-J model
including itinerant charge carriers was introduced by two
of the present authors [14] (see also [15–18]), who found
that in the large-M limit the QCP is at zero doping. The
doped metal was found to be a Fermi liquid (FL) at low-T ,
with a higher-T quantum-critical regime corresponding
to a ‘bad metal’ [19–23] with T -linear resistivity larger
than the Mott-Io↵e-Regel value.

Triggered by widespread interest in the broader
Sachdev-Ye-Kitaev (SYK) framework and duality to quan-
tum gravity [24–26], this line of research has been con-
siderably revived recently [27–31]. The realistic case of
spin-1/2 SU(2) electrons is much richer than the large-M
limit considered in these early works [32]. In contrast
to the large-M limit, the undoped SU(2) insulator has

a spin glass ground-state and a finite ordering tempera-
ture [33–35]. The QCP associated with the melting of
this spin-glass phase by charge fluctuations at half-filling
was recently studied in Ref. [27]. It has been shown
that the SU(2) doped model hosts a QCP at a finite
critical doping p = pc [28, 31, 36]. Understanding the
properties of this QCP and whether it shares some of
the properties of cuprate phenomenology in spite of the
highly simplified character of the model is a fundamental
and fascinating question which is currently being actively
investigated [29–31].

In this article, we show that the quantum critical regime
associated with this QCP hosts a strange metal in which
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Figure 1. Phase diagram in temperature T and doping p. A
quantum critical point (QCP; orange dot) separates a spin-
glass ordered phase (SG) at low p from a Fermi liquid (FL)
at large p. Both the SG transition temperature (dark red)
and the characteristic FL scale EFL/4 (dark blue) collapse at
or near the QCP. The background color corresponds to the
power ✓ of the long-time spin correlation; the dark grey data
and line demarcate ✓ = 1. Pale grey dots indicate parameter
values at which calculations were performed. Dashed lines
are extrapolations outside the available temperature range.
Inset: close-up of the QCP.

ar
X

iv
:2

10
3.

08
60

7v
1 

 [c
on

d-
m

at
.st

r-
el

]  
15

 M
ar

 2
02

1

H. Shackleton, A. Wietek, A. Georges, and S. Sachdev, PRL 126, 136602 (2021)

<latexit sha1_base64="U/NaUCJYXZtYZ66OcTw4xt6JUV8="></latexit>

Numerical solution of t-J model on a fully-connected cluster
with all-to-all and random tij and Jij



P. T. Dumitrescu, N. Wentzell, A. Georges, O. Parcollet, arXiv:2103.08607

<latexit sha1_base64="U/NaUCJYXZtYZ66OcTw4xt6JUV8="></latexit>

Numerical solution of t-J model on a fully-connected cluster
with all-to-all and random tij and Jij

Planckian Metal at a Doping-Induced Quantum Critical Point

Philipp T. Dumitrescu,1, ⇤ Nils Wentzell,1 Antoine Georges,1, 2, 3, 4 and Olivier Parcollet1, 5

1Center for Computational Quantum Physics, Flatiron Institute, 162 5th Avenue, New York, NY 10010, USA
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We numerically study a model of interacting spin-1/2 electrons with random exchange coupling on
a fully connected lattice. This model hosts a quantum critical point separating two distinct metallic
phases as a function of doping: a Fermi liquid with a large Fermi surface volume and a low-doping
phase with local moments ordering into a spin-glass. We show that this quantum critical point has
non-Fermi liquid properties characterized by T -linear Planckian behaviour, !/T scaling and slow
spin dynamics of the Sachdev-Ye-Kitaev (SYK) type. The !/T scaling function associated with the
electronic self-energy is found to have an intrinsic particle-hole asymmetry, a hallmark of a ‘skewed’
non Fermi liquid.

The normal-state properties of hole-doped cuprates are
fundamentally di↵erent on the two sides of the critical
doping p = p? at which the pseudogap opens. For p >
p? the Fermi surface (FS) is large and consistent with
bandstructure [1, 2]. In contrast, for p < p? there is clear
experimental evidence that a transformation to a ‘small’
FS takes place [2–4]. The vicinity of p? hosts a ‘strange
metal’ in which resistivity is linear in temperature T down
to low-T (for reviews, see [5–7]). Hallmarks of quantum
criticality [8] have been reported in this regime including
!/T scaling in spectroscopy experiments [9, 10]. The
nature of the p < p? phase and that of the strange metal
are two outstanding fundamental questions.

Microscopic models that exhibit such a doping-induced
quantum critical point (QCP) and can also be investigated
in a controlled manner are rare. In early pioneering work,
Sachdev and Ye [11] showed that the random-bond fully
connected quantum Heisenberg model hosts a spin-liquid
phase when solved for SU(M) spins in the large-M limit.
Remarkably, the local spin dynamics in this phase has the
characteristic frequency dependence of a marginal Fermi
liquid [7, 12, 13] and obeys !/T scaling as a consequence of
conformal invariance [14]. A generalisation to a t-J model
including itinerant charge carriers was introduced by two
of the present authors [14] (see also [15–18]), who found
that in the large-M limit the QCP is at zero doping. The
doped metal was found to be a Fermi liquid (FL) at low-T ,
with a higher-T quantum-critical regime corresponding
to a ‘bad metal’ [19–23] with T -linear resistivity larger
than the Mott-Io↵e-Regel value.

Triggered by widespread interest in the broader
Sachdev-Ye-Kitaev (SYK) framework and duality to quan-
tum gravity [24–26], this line of research has been con-
siderably revived recently [27–31]. The realistic case of
spin-1/2 SU(2) electrons is much richer than the large-M
limit considered in these early works [32]. In contrast
to the large-M limit, the undoped SU(2) insulator has

a spin glass ground-state and a finite ordering tempera-
ture [33–35]. The QCP associated with the melting of
this spin-glass phase by charge fluctuations at half-filling
was recently studied in Ref. [27]. It has been shown
that the SU(2) doped model hosts a QCP at a finite
critical doping p = pc [28, 31, 36]. Understanding the
properties of this QCP and whether it shares some of
the properties of cuprate phenomenology in spite of the
highly simplified character of the model is a fundamental
and fascinating question which is currently being actively
investigated [29–31].

In this article, we show that the quantum critical regime
associated with this QCP hosts a strange metal in which
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Figure 1. Phase diagram in temperature T and doping p. A
quantum critical point (QCP; orange dot) separates a spin-
glass ordered phase (SG) at low p from a Fermi liquid (FL)
at large p. Both the SG transition temperature (dark red)
and the characteristic FL scale EFL/4 (dark blue) collapse at
or near the QCP. The background color corresponds to the
power ✓ of the long-time spin correlation; the dark grey data
and line demarcate ✓ = 1. Pale grey dots indicate parameter
values at which calculations were performed. Dashed lines
are extrapolations outside the available temperature range.
Inset: close-up of the QCP.
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5Université Paris-Saclay, CNRS, CEA, Institut de Physique Théorique, 91191, Gif-sur-Yvette, France
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We numerically study a model of interacting spin-1/2 electrons with random exchange coupling on
a fully connected lattice. This model hosts a quantum critical point separating two distinct metallic
phases as a function of doping: a Fermi liquid with a large Fermi surface volume and a low-doping
phase with local moments ordering into a spin-glass. We show that this quantum critical point has
non-Fermi liquid properties characterized by T -linear Planckian behaviour, !/T scaling and slow
spin dynamics of the Sachdev-Ye-Kitaev (SYK) type. The !/T scaling function associated with the
electronic self-energy is found to have an intrinsic particle-hole asymmetry, a hallmark of a ‘skewed’
non Fermi liquid.

The normal-state properties of hole-doped cuprates are
fundamentally di↵erent on the two sides of the critical
doping p = p? at which the pseudogap opens. For p >
p? the Fermi surface (FS) is large and consistent with
bandstructure [1, 2]. In contrast, for p < p? there is clear
experimental evidence that a transformation to a ‘small’
FS takes place [2–4]. The vicinity of p? hosts a ‘strange
metal’ in which resistivity is linear in temperature T down
to low-T (for reviews, see [5–7]). Hallmarks of quantum
criticality [8] have been reported in this regime including
!/T scaling in spectroscopy experiments [9, 10]. The
nature of the p < p? phase and that of the strange metal
are two outstanding fundamental questions.

Microscopic models that exhibit such a doping-induced
quantum critical point (QCP) and can also be investigated
in a controlled manner are rare. In early pioneering work,
Sachdev and Ye [11] showed that the random-bond fully
connected quantum Heisenberg model hosts a spin-liquid
phase when solved for SU(M) spins in the large-M limit.
Remarkably, the local spin dynamics in this phase has the
characteristic frequency dependence of a marginal Fermi
liquid [7, 12, 13] and obeys !/T scaling as a consequence of
conformal invariance [14]. A generalisation to a t-J model
including itinerant charge carriers was introduced by two
of the present authors [14] (see also [15–18]), who found
that in the large-M limit the QCP is at zero doping. The
doped metal was found to be a Fermi liquid (FL) at low-T ,
with a higher-T quantum-critical regime corresponding
to a ‘bad metal’ [19–23] with T -linear resistivity larger
than the Mott-Io↵e-Regel value.

Triggered by widespread interest in the broader
Sachdev-Ye-Kitaev (SYK) framework and duality to quan-
tum gravity [24–26], this line of research has been con-
siderably revived recently [27–31]. The realistic case of
spin-1/2 SU(2) electrons is much richer than the large-M
limit considered in these early works [32]. In contrast
to the large-M limit, the undoped SU(2) insulator has

a spin glass ground-state and a finite ordering tempera-
ture [33–35]. The QCP associated with the melting of
this spin-glass phase by charge fluctuations at half-filling
was recently studied in Ref. [27]. It has been shown
that the SU(2) doped model hosts a QCP at a finite
critical doping p = pc [28, 31, 36]. Understanding the
properties of this QCP and whether it shares some of
the properties of cuprate phenomenology in spite of the
highly simplified character of the model is a fundamental
and fascinating question which is currently being actively
investigated [29–31].

In this article, we show that the quantum critical regime
associated with this QCP hosts a strange metal in which
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Figure 1. Phase diagram in temperature T and doping p. A
quantum critical point (QCP; orange dot) separates a spin-
glass ordered phase (SG) at low p from a Fermi liquid (FL)
at large p. Both the SG transition temperature (dark red)
and the characteristic FL scale EFL/4 (dark blue) collapse at
or near the QCP. The background color corresponds to the
power ✓ of the long-time spin correlation; the dark grey data
and line demarcate ✓ = 1. Pale grey dots indicate parameter
values at which calculations were performed. Dashed lines
are extrapolations outside the available temperature range.
Inset: close-up of the QCP.

ar
X

iv
:2

10
3.

08
60

7v
1 

 [c
on

d-
m

at
.st

r-
el

]  
15

 M
ar

 2
02

1

H. Shackleton, A. Wietek, A. Georges, and S. Sachdev, PRL 126, 136602 (2021)

Fermi liquid

<latexit sha1_base64="U/NaUCJYXZtYZ66OcTw4xt6JUV8="></latexit>

Numerical solution of t-J model on a fully-connected cluster
with all-to-all and random tij and Jij
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We numerically study a model of interacting spin-1/2 electrons with random exchange coupling on
a fully connected lattice. This model hosts a quantum critical point separating two distinct metallic
phases as a function of doping: a Fermi liquid with a large Fermi surface volume and a low-doping
phase with local moments ordering into a spin-glass. We show that this quantum critical point has
non-Fermi liquid properties characterized by T -linear Planckian behaviour, !/T scaling and slow
spin dynamics of the Sachdev-Ye-Kitaev (SYK) type. The !/T scaling function associated with the
electronic self-energy is found to have an intrinsic particle-hole asymmetry, a hallmark of a ‘skewed’
non Fermi liquid.

The normal-state properties of hole-doped cuprates are
fundamentally di↵erent on the two sides of the critical
doping p = p? at which the pseudogap opens. For p >
p? the Fermi surface (FS) is large and consistent with
bandstructure [1, 2]. In contrast, for p < p? there is clear
experimental evidence that a transformation to a ‘small’
FS takes place [2–4]. The vicinity of p? hosts a ‘strange
metal’ in which resistivity is linear in temperature T down
to low-T (for reviews, see [5–7]). Hallmarks of quantum
criticality [8] have been reported in this regime including
!/T scaling in spectroscopy experiments [9, 10]. The
nature of the p < p? phase and that of the strange metal
are two outstanding fundamental questions.

Microscopic models that exhibit such a doping-induced
quantum critical point (QCP) and can also be investigated
in a controlled manner are rare. In early pioneering work,
Sachdev and Ye [11] showed that the random-bond fully
connected quantum Heisenberg model hosts a spin-liquid
phase when solved for SU(M) spins in the large-M limit.
Remarkably, the local spin dynamics in this phase has the
characteristic frequency dependence of a marginal Fermi
liquid [7, 12, 13] and obeys !/T scaling as a consequence of
conformal invariance [14]. A generalisation to a t-J model
including itinerant charge carriers was introduced by two
of the present authors [14] (see also [15–18]), who found
that in the large-M limit the QCP is at zero doping. The
doped metal was found to be a Fermi liquid (FL) at low-T ,
with a higher-T quantum-critical regime corresponding
to a ‘bad metal’ [19–23] with T -linear resistivity larger
than the Mott-Io↵e-Regel value.

Triggered by widespread interest in the broader
Sachdev-Ye-Kitaev (SYK) framework and duality to quan-
tum gravity [24–26], this line of research has been con-
siderably revived recently [27–31]. The realistic case of
spin-1/2 SU(2) electrons is much richer than the large-M
limit considered in these early works [32]. In contrast
to the large-M limit, the undoped SU(2) insulator has

a spin glass ground-state and a finite ordering tempera-
ture [33–35]. The QCP associated with the melting of
this spin-glass phase by charge fluctuations at half-filling
was recently studied in Ref. [27]. It has been shown
that the SU(2) doped model hosts a QCP at a finite
critical doping p = pc [28, 31, 36]. Understanding the
properties of this QCP and whether it shares some of
the properties of cuprate phenomenology in spite of the
highly simplified character of the model is a fundamental
and fascinating question which is currently being actively
investigated [29–31].

In this article, we show that the quantum critical regime
associated with this QCP hosts a strange metal in which
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Figure 1. Phase diagram in temperature T and doping p. A
quantum critical point (QCP; orange dot) separates a spin-
glass ordered phase (SG) at low p from a Fermi liquid (FL)
at large p. Both the SG transition temperature (dark red)
and the characteristic FL scale EFL/4 (dark blue) collapse at
or near the QCP. The background color corresponds to the
power ✓ of the long-time spin correlation; the dark grey data
and line demarcate ✓ = 1. Pale grey dots indicate parameter
values at which calculations were performed. Dashed lines
are extrapolations outside the available temperature range.
Inset: close-up of the QCP.
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Planckian metal with
SYK-like spin correlations

h~S(⌧) · ~S(0)i ⇠ |⌧ |�1

and transport scattering time

1/⌧⇤ ⇡ 1.0 kBT/~
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• Quasiparticle lifetime in the Fermi liquid

 25Single particle lifetime
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Figure 2. (a) Imaginary component of the self-energy at the first Matsubara frequency Im[⌃(i⇡T )], for various doping levels p
from 0.1 to 0.895. The dashed lines emphasize the low T -linear regime which characterizes the Fermi liquid. (b) Violation of the
Luttinger theorem at the QCP. The quantity Re⌃extrap(0) � [µ � µ0(p)] vs p for various temperatures 15  �  60 – it vanishes
at low T in the high doping Fermi liquid phase. The doping pc where it deviates from zero defines the QCP (vertical dashed line).
Inset: Electronic compressibility �e = @n/@µ. (c) Inverse lifetime 1/⌧? = �ZIm[⌃extrap(0)] (see App. D). It has a Fermi liquid
T 2 behavior at high doping. Close to the QCP, pc ⇡ 0.16 � 0.19, it becomes linear in T at low temperatures (dashed lines).

Planckian behavior. – We now discuss the QCP, ap-
proaching it from the high-doping side. Figure 2c shows
1/⌧? = �ZIm⌃extrap(0), which is the width of the spec-
tral function A(", !) = �ImG(", ! + i0+)/⇡. In the FL
regime 1/⌧? / T 2 and can be interpreted as the inverse
of the quasiparticle lifetime. Close to the QCP, FL be-
havior breaks down and we find a clear ‘Planckian’ be-
havior [7, 36–41] down to low-T

1

⌧?
' c

kBT

~ , (4)

restoring fundamental constants. Here c is a coe�cient
of order unity; c = 1.0 ± 0.1 for p = 0.19. Furthermore,
the transport scattering rate 1/⌧tr = �2Im⌃extrap(0) is
also approximately T -linear in this regime (see App. G).
Since the self-energy ⌃(!) is strictly local, the elec-
trical resistivity ⇢ defined via the Kubo formula (see
App. E) is determined by 1/⌧tr. This implies that ⇢
has an approximately T -linear dependence. We empha-
size that the resistivity is smaller than the Mott-Io↵e-
Regel value at low-T , in contrast to ‘bad metal’ behavior.
When viewed in terms of Einstein-Sutherland relation
1/⇢ = D �e [20, 23, 52, 53], the T -linearity of ⇢ stems from
the di↵usion constant D / 1/T , rather than from the com-
pressibility �e = @n/@µ, which has little T -dependence
at the QCP (Fig. 2b inset).

Quantum criticality: skewed non-Fermi liquid
and !/T scaling. – We now show that our data sup-
port !/T scaling of the self-energy near the QCP. In real-
frequencies, we expect a scaling form �Im⌃(! + i0+) /
T ⌫�(!/T ) with ⌫ an exponent (⌫ = 2 for a Fermi liquid).
This translates in imaginary time to ⌃(⌧)/⌃(�/2) = ⌃(⌧)
with ⌧ = ⌧/�. In order to test this scaling form

and identify the scaling function ⌃, we plot in Fig. 3ap
|⌃(⌧)⌃(� � ⌧)|/⌃(�/2) and log |⌃(⌧)/⌃(��⌧)| for sev-

eral � and a fixed p = 0.19 close to pc. This allows to
address separately the symmetric (even) and antisymmet-
ric (odd) components of ⌃ under particle-hole symmetry
⌧ ! ��⌧ (! ! �!). Within the range of temperature ac-
cessible to our algorithm we obtain a good scaling collapse
of the data in the long-time limit around ⌧ = 1/2 (see
App. G). The scaling function agrees well with the con-
formally invariant ansatz:

⌃(⌧) = e↵(⌧�1/2)


1

sin ⇡⌧

�⌫+1

, ⌧ =
⌧

�
. (5)

Figure 3b displays the values of ⌫ and ↵ obtained from a fit
of the data in Fig. 3a. We note that ⌫ varies substantially
close to the QCP. The marginal Fermi liquid value ⌫ =
1 [7, 12, 13] and the SU(M ! 1) model value ⌫ =
1/2 [11, 14] are both consistent with our data in the low-
T limit, but lie at opposite ends of our extrapolated range.
We also note that our observed T -linear behavior of 1/⌧tr

has to arise out of a combination of the finite temperature
dependence of the e↵ective ⌫, ↵ and prefactor of ⌃(⌧) (see
App. C).

Remarkably, Fig. 3b shows that at finite-T in the quan-
tum critical region, our model behaves as a ‘skewed’ non-
Fermi liquid, with an !/T scaling function � displaying an
intrinsic particle-hole asymmetry. The latter is encoded
in the spectral asymmetry parameter (skew) ↵ of Eq. (5)
(see App. C), which takes rather large values at finite T .
Whether this asymmetry persists down to zero temper-
ature at the QCP (i.e. ↵ remains finite at T = 0) is an
interesting open question. Recently, such a particle-hole
asymmetry in skewed Planckian metals attracted strong
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Planckian metal
for p ⇡ pc

Linear T resistivity
from Schwarzian mode

in large M theory

Haoyu Guo, Yingfei Gu, and S. Sachdev 2020



1.  Random t-J model


2.  Maximal chaos for a Fermi surface


       coupled to gauge fields in 2 dimensions

3.  Unification?

Microscopically unrealistic,

describes observations

Microscopically realistic,

does not describe observations
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A metal with a Fermi surface
minimally coupled to a gauge field A
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Large N theory of a critical Fermi surface

Ilya Esterlis, Haoyu Guo, Aavishkar Patel, S.S. arXiv: 2103.08615
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Main idea:
IntroduceN flavors of fermions and bosons,
and examine an ensemble of theories with
di↵erent Yukawa couplings. In the large
N limit, every member of the ensemble is
expected to have the same critical proper-
ties, and so it is easier to study the average
theory.
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N flavors of fermions  ±↵,

M flavors of a boson a↵, and
a “Yukawa coupling” g↵�� which is a random function in

flavor space. Note: there is no spatial randomness. Take

the large N limit with M/N fixed.
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2

⌘±↵ = ±1 depending upon nature of a↵: gauge field, Higgs

field, order parameter . . . .

g↵�� = 0 , |g↵�� |2 = g2



Invariance under adding 
a ladder

Gauge field

As in [Patel, Sachdev 2016]

Computation of fermion OTOC
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We find maximal chaos with �L = 2⇡T ,
and butterfly velocity v1 = 2⇡/|p1| ⇡ 9.67g�4/3T 1/3

Aavishkar Patel 
Berkeley

Maria Tikhanovskaya 
Harvard
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Gu and Kitaev (2019):
Compute �L for imaginary
momentum: i.e. px = i|px|

and include contribution of pole
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• Why should the 2+1 dimensions t-J model be described by a 0+1
dimensional SYK-like theory over a significant temperature range ?

• Recall the dimensional reduction of 3+1 dimensional gravity of a
charged black hole to a 1+1 dimensional theory on AdS2 (which,
in turn, displays SYK phases).

• By the holographic mapping, this implies that certain models of Fermi
surfaces coupled to large N gauge fields in 2+1 dimensions display a
dimensional reduction to a 0+1 dimensional theory.

• The transition between the pseudogap and the Fermi liquid in the t-J
model can be written as SU(2)⇥U(1) guage theory.
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• Why should the 2+1 dimensions t-J model be described by a 0+1
dimensional SYK-like theory over a significant temperature range ?

• Recall the dimensional reduction of 3+1 dimensional gravity of a
charged black hole to a 1+1 dimensional theory on AdS2 (which,
in turn, displays SYK phases).

• By the holographic mapping, this implies that certain models of Fermi
surfaces coupled to large N gauge fields in 2+1 dimensions display a
dimensional reduction to a 0+1 dimensional theory.

• The transition between the pseudogap and the Fermi liquid in the t-J
model can be written as SU(2)⇥U(1) guage theory.
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