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The complex phase diagram of high–critical temperature ( Tc) superconductors can be
deduced from an SO(5) symmetry principle that unifies antiferromagnetism and d-wave
superconductivity. The approximate SO(5) symmetry has been derived from the micro-
scopic Hamiltonian, and it becomes exact under renormalization group flow toward a
bicritical point. This symmetry enables the construction of a SO(5) quantum nonlinear s
model that describes the phase diagram and the effective low-energy dynamics of the
system. This model naturally explains the basic phenomenology of the high-Tc super-
conductors from the insulating to the underdoped and the optimally doped region.

The high-Tc superconductors are among
the most complex systems studied in con-
densed-matter physics. Anderson (1) and
Zhang and Rice (2) argued rather success-
fully that a good starting point for modeling
the strong correlation effects in the oxides
should be the Hubbard, or the t-J models
close to half-filling (in these models, the
repulsion energy U and the antiferro-mag-
netic exchange constant J are related as J 5
t2/U, where t is the site-hopping matrix
element). Unfortunately, the exact solu-
tions to these models in one dimension
shed very little light on how to solve them
in higher dimensions.

Even within the much simplified Hub-
bard or t-J models near half-filling, there are
two different energy scales in the problem.
A “high-energy physics” is responsible for
forming local singlet pairs that basically
originate from the J term in the Hamilto-
nian H. A mean-field temperature TMF can
be associated with this energy scale, that
can be between 0 and 1000 K, depending
on the filling factor. For conventional BCS
(Bardeen-Cooper-Schrieffer) superconduc-
tors, the energy scale of the pair formation
is the same as the true phase-transition
temperature into a superconducting (SC)
state. However, for the oxides, the high-
energy physics does not reveal the true
ground state of the system.

In 1987, Lee and Read (3) asked a
thought-provoking question, “Why is the
Tc so low?” If the singlet formation occurs
at the SC transition, the natural transition
temperature would be TMF, which is much
higher than the observed Tc. The reason
that Tc is low is because there is also other
“low-energy physics,” valid below TMF, that
governs the fate of the singlet pairs. The

singlet pairs can: (i) form a spatially ordered
state [an antiferromagnetic (AF) state], (ii)
condense to form a d-wave superconductor,
(iii) arrange themselves into a spatially
non-uniform state [phase separation (4)],
(iv) form a spatially homogenous mixed
state of coexisting AF and SC order [a
“spin-bag phase” (5)], or (v) disorder if the
effects of quantum fluctuation are strong
enough [a “resonating valence-bond (RVB)
phase” (1)]. In order to distinguish the dif-
ferent competing ground states, an effective
H is needed that describes the low-energy
physics sector of the t-J model below TMF.
The form of H should be simple so that it
can be solved analytically, and yet the com-
plexity of the possible phases should emerge
from the unity of the model.

The different competing orders are not
separated by distinct energy scales in the
remaining problem, so it is not obvious how
one can systematically apply the renormal-
ization group idea to integrate out the irrel-
evant degrees of freedom. Fortunately, the
strongly interacting low-energy degrees of
freedom are related by symmetry properties.
The main approach here is to identify the
symmetries of the microscopic H, such as
the t-J model, and use them to constrain the
possible form of the low-energy effective H.

What symmetries are known? Chakra-
vaty, Halperin, and Nelson (6), showed
that the low-energy effective H of an anti-
ferromagnet is the SO(3) quantum nonlin-
ear s model. More recently, Pines and co-
workers (7, 8), and Chubukov, Sachdev,
and Ye (9) argued that this model is appli-
cable in the underdoped regime as well. The
low-energy effective H of a superconductor
is described by a U(1) quantum nonlinear s
model, sometimes called the XY model.
Doniach and Inui (10) attempted to de-
scribe the metal-insulator transition in
terms of a quantum XY model, and recently

Emery and Kivelson (11) presented evi-
dence that the SC transition on the under-
doped side of the oxides can be described by
a renormalized classical XY model. Both the
SO(3) spin rotation and the U(1) charge
rotation symmetries are obvious symmetries
of the microscopic t-J model and constrain
any new, unified low-energy theory.

The simplest way to construct a unified
theory of AF and SC is to introduce a
concept that I call superspin. It is a five-
dimensional (5D) vector, na 5 (n1, n2, n3,
n4, n5). The first and the fifth components
are the superconducting components of the
superspin, identified with the two d-wave
SC-order parameters (8, 12):

n1 5 D† 1 D (1a)

n5 5 2i~D† 2 D! (1b)

where

D† 5 1
2Op

g~p!cp1
† c2p2

† (1c)

and

g~p! 5 cos px 2 cos py (1d)

(cp
† creates electron with momentum p).

The remaining three components are the
spin components of the superspin, identi-
fied with the AF order parameter:

n2 5 O
p

cp1Q,i
† sij

xcp,j (2a)

n3 5 O
p

cp1Q,i
† sij

ycp,j (2b)

n4 5 O
p

cp1Q,i
† sij

zcp,j (2c)

where sa’s are the Pauli spin matrices and
QW 5 (p, p, p) is the AF ordering vector.
The concept of the superspin is similar to
that of the pseudospin (13, 14), with a
crucial difference that pseudospin is really
“pseudo” in the sense that it has no real
spin component. There is an SO(3) spin
symmetry acting on the (n2, n3, n4) sub-
space, with the total spin Sa being the
generator of the rotation, and there is a
U(1) charge symmetry acting on the (n1,
n5) subspace, with the total charge Q be-
ing the rotation generator:

Sa 5 O
p

cp,i
† sij

acp,j, Q 5 1
2
~N 2 M! (3)

Here N is the number of electrons and M is
the number of lattice sites. Of course, the
concept of superspin is only useful if we can
enlarge the known SO(3) 3 U(1) symme-
try group to include orthogonal transforma-
tions that can rotate the AF order parame-
ters into the SC ones. The minimal group
to accomplish this would be an SO(5) sym-
metry group. If such orthogonal transforma-
tions exist, and if they commute with the
microscopic H, then the concept of the
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between the electrons, which localizes
them on the Cu sites. Moreover, the spins
of the electrons are oriented up and down
in a checkerboard pattern (see panel A,
first figure): This quantum phase (or state)
is called an insulator with “Néel” or anti-
ferromagnetic order.

If we keep the material at zero tempera-
ture and tune another parameter, such as the
charge carrier concentration or the magnet-
ic field, we can explore the different quan-
tum states of the system. For example, the
properties of La2CuO4 change when mobile
charge carriers are introduced into the insu-
lating Néel state by chemical doping. In
La2-δSrδCuO4, a fraction δ of the electrons
is removed from the square lattice. The mo-
tion of the resulting holes is no longer im-
peded by Coulomb interactions, and for δ >
0.05, the quantum state of the electrons is a
superconductor. This superconductivity is
present at all temperatures below Tc.

For δ > 0.2 and at low temperatures, the
cuprates appear to be qualitatively well de-
scribed by the well-established Bardeen-
Cooper-Schrieffer (BCS) theory of super-
conductivity. In this theory, the mobile
electrons form pairs that condense into a
quantum state extending across the entire
system. A gentle spatial deformation of
this state can set up a “superflow” of pairs,
leading to the phenomenon of supercon-
ductivity. However, the internal wave func-
tion of the electron pairs has an unconven-
tional structure in the cuprates: The spins
of the electrons are oriented so that the to-
tal spin of the pair is zero, but their orbital
motion around each other is described by a

wave function with d-wave symme-
try. In most low-Tc superconductors
studied before 1986, this wave
function has an s-wave symmetry.

During the last decade, the de-
bate has centered on the nature of
the quantum state of the cuprates at
intermediate δ—between the well-
understood limits of the Néel insu-
lator at δ = 0 and the BCS super-
conductor at larger δ. Many candi-
date states have been proposed. A
useful way of characterizing them
is in terms of different types of “or-
der,” usually associated with break-
ing the symmetry of the electronic
ground state. For example, the Néel
state breaks the symmetry of spin
rotations and lattice transitions, and
the superconductor breaks the sym-
metry of charge conservation.

First, the order may be a spatial
modulation of the local spin or
charge density (2–5). The simplest
example is the Néel state found in
the insulator at δ = 0 (see panel A,
f irst f igure). This state can be

viewed as a wave in the spin density, with a
wavelength of two lattice spacings in the x
and y directions. At
nonzero δ, the wave-
length of the spin density
wave changes; the orien-
tation and period of this
more complex wave (see
panel B, first figure) are
described by a δ-depen-
dent wave vector K. A
charge density wave ac-
companies most such
spin density waves, with
a wave vector of 2K (6).
These spin and/or charge
density waves are pre-
sent at small δ but even-
tually vanish at one or
more quantum critical
points, leading to full
restoration of invariance
under spin rotations and
lattice translations.

In this picture, the
order associated with
superconductivity and
with spin and charge
densities should pro-
vide the foundation of
a theory of the cuprates
at all δ. At low δ, the
spin density wave or-
der dominates, result-
ing in a Néel state; at
high δ, the order asso-
ciated with supercon-
ductivity dominates;

and at intermediate δ, the two compete. 
Second, the order may be associated

with the fractionalization of the electron
(7, 8). In certain theoretically proposed
quantum states, the electron falls apart in-
to independent elementary excitations,
which carry its spin and charge (such
states need not break any symmetry). Ex-
perimental tests for fractionalization have,
however, not yielded a positive signature
so far (9, 10). A third set of proposals
(11–13) focuses on a rather unconvention-
al order linked with the spontaneous ap-
pearance of circulating electrical currents
and an associated breaking of time-rever-
sal symmetry.

Given the distinct signatures of these
proposals, one might expect that experi-
ments can resolve the situation quite easi-
ly. However, the diff iculty of smoothly
varying the value of δ while maintaining
sample quality and avoiding extraneous
chemical effects has hampered progress. A
recent set of experiments (14–18), espe-
cially those reported by Hoffman et al. (1),
has led to a breakthrough. These experi-
ments show that it is possible to “turn a
knob” other than δ to tune the properties
of the cuprate superconductors. The

y
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A

B

Electron spin configurations on the square lattice of
Cu ions. The arrows represent the direction and magni-
tude of the average spin moment. Blue shading repre-
sents the average electron charge density on each Cu
site. (A) Néel state in the insulator at δ = 0. The spins
oscillate with a period of two lattice spacings in the x
and y directions. (B) Density wave at a moderate value
of δ. A single period of eight lattice spacings is shown
along the x direction; the period along the y direction
remains at two lattice spacings. Unlike (A), the magni-
tude of the spin moment, and not just its orientation,
changes from site to site; we can also expect (5) a cor-
responding modulation of the charge density on each
site. The wavelength of the charge density wave is half
that of the spin density wave in both directions.

0.8

0.9

1.0

Magnetic field penetration of a superconductor and associated
order. The superconducting order is suppressed at the cores of the
vortices (red dots). Superconducting currents (white loops) circulate
around the vortex cores. Experiment and theory indicate that the
spin and charge orders depicted in panel B in the first figure can exist
in the vortex state. The colored surface shows the envelope of this
order parameter, superimposed on the vortex lattice. This type of or-
der can be static or dynamically fluctuating depending on the level
of doping and the magnetic field. The spacing between the vortex
cores is proportional to the inverse square root of the applied mag-
netic field and is typically about 50 times the spacing of the lattice
in the first figure.
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maximum (7 ), researchers turned on their
instruments just in time to catch the stabi-
lization or readvance of the ice sheet. 

Earlier work by Tulaczyk et al. (8 ) may
even explain why. Basal melting occurs—
and allows faster motion—where the heat
from Earth’s interior and from flow friction
exceeds the heat conducted into the ice. The
thinning that may have accompanied post-
glacial retreat of the ice sheet would have
moved cold surface ice closer to the bed, in-
creasing basal heat loss and thus favoring
basal freezing and ice-stream slowdown.

Lest coastal property owners become
too optimistic, however, it is important to
remember how short the instrumental
record is and how poorly characterized the
natural variability. Sedimentary records in-
dicate that ice streams have paused or even
readvanced during the retreat since the last
ice age (9 ). And observations from bore-
holes through ice streams suggest the pres-
ence of excess basal water supplied by
melting beneath thicker ice inland (10 ).
Latent heat from freezing of this water can
warm the cold ice without freezing the ice
streams to their beds (11). 

Joughin and Tulaczyk (1) also highlight
the great complexity of the system. They
studied ice streams that feed the floating
Ross Ice Shelf and that are slightly imped-
ed by friction produced where the ice shelf
runs aground (12 ). Reduced ice-stream
flow into the ice shelf may allow it to thin
and float free of the impeding grounding
points, perhaps rejuvenating the ice
streams and thus the ice shelf. Failure of
this complex feedback path may lead to
ice-shelf shrinkage or loss, with implica-

tions for formation of oceanic deep waters
and thus for large-scale climate. 

Access logistics and contrasting ice-stream
styles have focused research on the Ross (1)
and Filchner/Ronne (13 ) drainages. Yet the lo-
gistically difficult Pine Island Bay drainage is
probably the most likely of the three major
basins to experience the onset of dramatic ice-
sheet changes (14 ). Here, thick, fast-moving
ice discharges into relatively warm ocean wa-
ters without the protection of a large ice shelf.

Speed up of ice flow and thinning are indeed
occurring (15 ) but it remains unknown
whether these changes will persist in the long
term. Fortunately, the research tools devel-
oped by Joughin and Tulaczyk (1) and other
researchers should allow rapid progress.
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A complex picture. Composite MODIS satel-
lite image of Whillans Ice Stream (upper right,
flowing to lower right) and the adjacent Ridge
BC or Ridge Whillans/C (left), feeding the Ross
Ice Shelf (lower right).The slower flowing ridge
appears smooth compared with the faster
flowing ice stream. The former shear margin of
Ice Stream C, which slowed greatly just over a
century ago, is visible toward the lower left
crossing the ridge onto the ice shelf and joins
a former Whillans-Ice-Stream shear margin
that now crosses a corner of the ridge. The
slowdown of C and narrowing of Whillans Ice
Stream are consistent with the reduced dis-
charge and net thickening of the Siple Coast
region reported in (1). However, the dark re-
gions (crevasses and rifts) in the lower center,
near where the ice stream, ridge, and ice shelf
meet, are probably linked to a widening of the
ice stream back into the ridge (6). In addition,
ice rise “a” (upper right corner) is apparently a
piece of slow-moving ridge ice incorporated
into and moving with the high-speed ice
stream (5). The widening of Whillans Ice
Stream and incorporation of ice rise “a” show that changes in the region can involve speed up and
thinning as well as slowdown and thickening.

In 1986, superconductivity—the ability
to transport electrical current without
substantial resistance—was discovered

in cuprate compounds. These materials
have fascinated physicists ever since, in
part because of the high critical tempera-
tures (Tc’s) below which superconductivity
is present and the consequent promise of
technological applications. However,
cuprate superconductivity also raises fun-
damental questions about the collective
quantum properties of electrons that are

confined to a lattice and interact with each
other (the “correlated electrons” problem).
On page 466 of this issue, Hoffman et al.
(1) report an innovative scanning tunnel-
ing microscopy (STM) study that should
help answer some of these questions.

All discussions of cuprates begin with
the compound La2CuO4. Its valence elec-
trons reside on some of the 3d orbitals of
the Cu ions, which are arranged in layers.
In each layer, the Cu ions are located on
the vertices of a square lattice, and the
ability of electrons to hop between succes-
sive layers is strongly suppressed by the
negligible interlayer overlap of the 3d or-
bitals. La2CuO4 is an insulator; its inabili-
ty to transmit electrical current within a
layer is a result of the Coulomb repulsion
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Valence bond solid (VBS) state, Vx, Vy

with a nearly gapless, emergent “photon”
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The critical theory has a SO(5) global symmetry, and the Néel

and VBS order parameters transform as a SO(5) fundamental.
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Ordinary metals and quasiparticles
• Quasiparticles eventually collide with each other. Such collisions even-

tually leads to thermal equilibration in a chaotic quantum state, but the
equilibration takes a long time. In a Fermi liquid, this time diverges as

⌧eq ⇠ ~E3
F

U2(kBT )2
, as T ! 0,

where U is the strength of interactions, and EF is the Fermi energy.

• Similarly, a quasiparticle model implies a resistivity

⇢ =
m⇤

ne2
1

⌧
⇠ U2T 2 with ⌧ ⇠ ⌧eq

• These times are much longer than the ‘Planckian time’ ~/(kBT ), which
we will find in systems without quasiparticle
excitations.

⌧ ⇠ ⌧eq � ~
kBT

, as T ! 0.
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Remarkable recent observation of
‘Planckian’ strange metal transport in cuprates,
pnictides, magic-angle graphene, and
ultracold atoms: the resistivity, ⇢, is

⇢ =
m⇤

ne2
1

⌧

with a universal scattering rate

1

⌧
⇡ kBT

~ ,

independent of the strength of interactions!
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Bad metallic transport in a cold atom
Fermi-Hubbard system
Peter T. Brown1, Debayan Mitra1, Elmer Guardado-Sanchez1, Reza Nourafkan2,
Alexis Reymbaut2, Charles-David Hébert2, Simon Bergeron2, A.-M. S. Tremblay2,3,
Jure Kokalj4,5, David A. Huse1, Peter Schauß1*, Waseem S. Bakr1†

Strong interactions in many-body quantum systems complicate the interpretation of
charge transport in such materials. To shed light on this problem, we study transport in a
clean quantum system: ultracold lithium-6 in a two-dimensional optical lattice, a testing
ground for strong interaction physics in the Fermi-Hubbard model. We determine the
diffusion constant by measuring the relaxation of an imposed density modulation and
modeling its decay hydrodynamically. The diffusion constant is converted to a resistivity by
using the Nernst-Einstein relation. That resistivity exhibits a linear temperature
dependence and shows no evidence of saturation, two characteristic signatures of a bad
metal. The techniques we developed in this study may be applied to measurements of
other transport quantities, including the optical conductivity and thermopower.

I
n conventional materials, charge is carried
by quasiparticles and conductivity is under-
stood as a current of these charge carriers
developed in response to an external field.
For the conductivity to be finite, the charge

carriers must be able to relax their momentum
through scattering. The Boltzmann kinetic equa-
tion in conjunction with Fermi liquid theory
provides a detailed description of transport in
conventionalmaterials, including two trademarks
of resistivity. The first is the Fermi liquid prediction
that the temperature (T)–dependent resistivity r(T)
should scale like T2 at low temperature (1). The
second is that the resistivity should not exceed
amaximum value rmax, obtained from the Drude
relation assuming the Mott-Ioffe-Regel (MIR)
limit, which states that the mean free path of a
quasiparticle cannot be less than the lattice spacing
(2, 3). This resistivity bound itself is sometimes
referred to as the MIR limit.
Strong interactions can, however, lead to a

breakdown of Fermi liquid theory. One signal of
this breakdown is anomalous scaling of r with
temperature, including the linear scaling ob-
served in the strange metal state of the cuprates
(4) and other anomalous scalings in d- and f-
electron materials (5). Another is the violation of
the resistivity bound r < rmax, which is observed

in a wide variety of materials (6). Additionally,
interactions may lead to a situation where the
momentum relaxation rate alone does not de-
termine the conductivity, in contrast to the
semiclassical Drude formula, generalizations
of which hold for a large class of systems called
coherent metals (7). Approaches introduced to
understand these anomalous behaviors include
hidden Fermi liquids (8), marginal Fermi liquids
(9), proximity to quantum critical points (10) and
associated holographic approaches (11), and
many numerical studies of model systems,
most notably the Hubbard model (12) and the
t − J model (13).
Disentangling strong interaction physics from

other effects, such as impurities and electron-
phonon coupling, is difficult in real materials.
Cold atom systems are free of these complica-
tions, but transport experiments are challenging
because of the finite and isolated nature of these
systems. Most fermionic charge transport ex-
periments have focused on studying either mass
flow through optically structured mesoscopic
devices (14–17) or bulk transport in lattice sys-
tems (18–22). In this study, we explored bulk
transport in a Fermi-Hubbard system by study-
ing charge diffusion, which is a microscopic
process related to conductivity through the
Nernst-Einstein equation s = ccD, where D is
the diffusion constant and cc ¼ @n

@m

! "
jT is the

compressibility. This requires only the assumption
of linear response and the absence of thermo-
electric coupling (23) anddoes not rest on assump-
tions concerning quasiparticles.
We realized the two-dimensional Fermi-Hubbard

model by using a degenerate spin-balancedmix-
ture of two hyperfine ground states of 6Li in an
optical lattice (24). Our lattice beams produce
a harmonic trapping potential, which leads to a
varying atomic density in the trap. To obtain a

system with uniform density, we flatten our
trapping potential over an elliptical region of
mean diameter 30 sites by using a repulsive
potential created with a spatial light modulator.
We superimpose an additional sinusoidal po-
tential that varies slowly along one direction of
the lattice with a controllable wavelength (Fig. 1,
A and B). By adiabatically loading the gas into
these potentials, we prepare a Hubbard system
in thermal equilibrium with a small-amplitude
(typically 10%) sinusoidal density modulation.
The average density in the region with the flat-
tened potential is the same with and without the
sinusoidal potential. Next, we suddenly turn off
the added sinusoidal potential and observe the
decay of the density pattern versus time (Fig. 1,
C and D), always keeping the optical lattice at
fixed intensity. We measure the density of a
single spin component, hn↑i, by using techniques
described in (24), giving us access to the total
density through hni ¼ h2n↑i.
Wework at average total densityhni ¼ 0:82ð2Þ.

This value is close to a conjectured quantum
critical point in the Hubbard model (25). Our
lattice depth is 6.9(2) ER, where ER is the lattice
recoil energy and ER/h = 14.66 kHz, leading to
a tunneling rate of t/h = 925(10) Hz. Here h is
Planck’s constant. We adjust the scattering
length, as = 1070(10)ao, by working at a mag-
netic bias field of 616.0(2) G, in the vicinity of
the Feshbach resonance centered near 690 G.
These parameters lead to an on-site interaction–
to–tunneling ratio U/t = 7.4(8), which is in the
strong-interaction regime and close to the value
thatmaximizes antiferromagnetic correlations at
half-filling (26).
We observe the decay of the initial sinusoidal

density pattern over a period of a few tunneling
times. The short time scale ensures that the
observed dynamics are not affected by the in-
homogeneous density outside of the central
flattened region of the trap. To obtain better
statistics, we apply the sinusoidal modulation
along one dimension and average along the
other direction (Fig. 1, A and C). We fit the
average modulation profile to a sinusoid, where
the phase and frequency are fixed by the initial
pattern (Fig. 2A). The time dependence of the
amplitude of the sinusoid quantifies the decay
of the density modulation (Fig. 2B). Our experi-
mental technique is analogous to that ofHild et al.
(27), who studied the decay of a sinusoidally
modulated spin pattern in a bosonic system.
The decay of the sinusoidal density pattern

versus the wavelength l of the modulation be-
comes consistent with diffusive transport at long
wavelengths. In diffusive transport, the ampli-
tude of a density pattern at wave vector k = 2p/l
will decay exponentially with time constant t =
1/Dk2, where D is the diffusion constant. We ob-
serve exponentially decaying amplitudes with
diffusive scaling for wavelengths longer than
15 sites. However, the decay curves are flat at
early times, showing clear deviation from ex-
ponential decay. For short wavelengths, we ob-
serve deviations from diffusive behavior in the
form of underdamped oscillations, which can be
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Strange metal in magic-angle graphene with near Planckian dissipation
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Recent experiments on magic angle twisted bilayer graphene have discovered correlated insulating

behavior and superconductivity at a fractional filling of an isolated narrow band. In this paper we show

that magic angle bilayer graphene exhibits another hallmark of strongly correlated systems — a broad

regime of T�linear resistivity above a small, density dependent, crossover temperature— for a range of

fillings near the correlated insulator. We also extract a transport “scattering rate”, which satisfies a near

Planckian form that is universally related to the ratio of (kBT/~). Our results establish magic angle bilayer

graphene as a highly tunable platform to investigate strange metal behavior, which could shed light on

this mysterious ubiquitous phase of correlated matter.

A panoply of strongly correlated materials have metallic
parent states that display properties at odds with the expecta-
tions in a conventional Fermi liquid and are marked by the ab-
sence of coherent quasiparticle excitations. Some well known
families of materials, such as the ruthenates [1, 2], cobal-
tates [3, 4] and a subset of the iron-based superconductors [5],
show non-Fermi liquid (NFL) behavior over a broad inter-
mediate range of temperatures, with a crossover to a conven-
tional Fermi liquid below an emergent low-energy scale, Tcoh,
at which coherent electronic quasiparticles emerge as well-
defined excitations. Even more striking examples of NFL
behavior are observed in the hole-doped cuprates [6, 7] and
certain quantum critical heavy-fermion compounds [8] where
the incoherent features appear to survive down to the lowest
measurable temperatures, i.e. Tcoh ! 0, when superconduc-
tivity is suppressed externally. In the incoherent regime, all of
these materials in spite of being microscopically distinct have
a resistivity, ⇢(T ) ⇠ T , and exhibit a number of anomalous
features [8–11] clearly indicating the absence of sharp elec-
tronic quasiparticles. In strongly interacting non-quasiparticle
systems, it has been conjectured [12] that transport “scattering
rates” (�) satisfy a universal ‘Planckian’ bound � . O(kBT/~)
at a temperature T . It is however worth noting that in a NFL
there is in general no clear definition for �; the scattering rates
defined through di↵erent measurements, such as dc and opti-
cal conductivity, need not be identical [13]. One of the most
surprising aspects of incoherent transport in these systems, in
spite of these subtleties, is that � extracted from the dc resis-
tivity (through a procedure specified in Ref. [14]) appears to
satisfy a universal form � = CkBT/~with C a number of order
1 [14, 15].

Recent experiments [16, 17] have reported the discovery
of a correlation driven insulator at fractional fillings (with re-
spect to a fully filled isolated band) in magic-angle bilayer
graphene (MABLG). In MABLG, the relative rotation be-
tween two sheets of graphene generates a moiré pattern (Fig.
1a) with a periodicity that is much larger than the underly-
ing interatomic distances in graphene. The theoretically esti-
mated electronic bandwidth, W, is strongly renormalized near

these small magic-angles [18–20]; then the strength of the typ-
ical Coulomb interactions, U, becomes at least comparable to
(if not greater than) the bandwidth, U & W. Investigating
the properties of MABLG as a function of temperature and
carrier density with unprecedented tunability in a controlled
setup can lead to new insights into the nature of electronic
transport in other low-dimensional strongly correlated metal-
lic systems.

For our experiments, we have fabricated multiple high-
quality encapsulated MABLG devices (see Fig. 1a) using
the ‘tear and stack’ technique [21, 22]. As reported earlier
[16, 22], we obtain band-insulators with a large gap near
n ⇡ ±ns, where n is the carrier density tuned externally by
applying a gate voltage and ns corresponds to four electrons
per moiré unit cell. On the other hand, correlation driven in-
sulators with much smaller gap-scales [16, 23] appear near
n ⇡ ±ns/2; we denote these fillings as ⌫ = ±2 from now
on (the fully filled band corresponds to ⌫ = +4). Dop-
ing away from these correlated insulators by an additional
amount, �, with holes (⌫ = ±2 � �) and electrons (⌫ = ±2 + �)
leads to superconductivity (SC) [17, 23]. The superconduct-
ing transition temperature (Tc) measured relative to the Fermi-
energy ("F), as inferred from low temperature quantum oscil-
lations measurements [17], is high, with the largest value of
(Tc/"F) ⇠ 0.07 � 0.08, indicating strong coupling supercon-
ductivity [17]. A schematic ⌫�T phase-diagram for MABLG
is shown in Fig.1b.

In this work, we investigate the transport phenomenology
of the metallic states in MABLG as a function of increasing
temperature over a large range of externally tuned fillings. We
have analyzed the temperature dependence of the longitudinal
DC resistivity, ⇢(T ), for a number of devices (MA1 - MA6)
over a wide range of fillings, the results of which appear to
be qualitatively similar across devices. In order to highlight
the universal aspects of the behavior, both within and across
di↵erent samples, we show the temperature dependent traces
of ⇢(T ) for a range of di↵erent ⌫ in two devices MA1 and
MA4 in Fig.1c and Fig.1d respectively. The range of ⌫ chosen
for this purpose is shown as a color-bar in Fig.1b; see caption
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Planckian dissipation and scale invariance in a quantum-critical disordered pnictide
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Quantum-mechanical fluctuations between competing phases at T = 0 induce exotic finite-
temperature collective excitations that are not described by the standard Landau Fermi liquid
framework [1–4]. These excitations exhibit anomalous temperature dependences, or non-Fermi liq-
uid behavior, in the transport and thermodynamic properties [5] in the vicinity of a quantum
critical point, and are often intimately linked to the appearance of unconventional Cooper pairing
as observed in strongly correlated systems including the high-Tc cuprate and iron pnictide supercon-
ductors [6, 7]. The presence of superconductivity, however, precludes direct access to the quantum
critical point, and makes it difficult to assess the role of quantum-critical fluctuations in shaping
anomalous finite-temperature physical properties, such as Planckian dissipation !/τp = kBT [8–10].
Here we report temperature-field scale invariance of non-Fermi liquid thermodynamic, transport
and Hall quantities in a non-superconducting iron-pnictide, Ba(Fe1/3Co1/3Ni1/3)2As2, indicative of
quantum criticality at zero temperature and zero applied magnetic field. Beyond a linear in temper-
ature resistivity, the hallmark signature of strong quasiparticle scattering, we find a more universal
Planck-limited scattering rate that obeys a scaling relation between temperature and applied mag-
netic fields down to the lowest energy scales. Together with the emergence of hole-like carriers close
to the zero-temperature and zero-field limit, the scale invariance, isotropic field response and lack
of applied pressure sensitivity point to the realization of a novel quantum fluid predicted by the
holographic correspondence [11] and born out of a unique quantum critical system that does not
drive a pairing instability.

Non-Fermi liquid (NFL) behavior ubiquitously ap-
pears in iron-based high-temperature superconductors
with a novel type of superconducting pairing symme-
try driven by interband repulsion [7, 12]. The putative
pairing mechanism is thought to be associated with the
temperature-doping phase diagram, bearing striking re-
semblance to cuprate and heavy-fermion superconductors
[13, 14]. In iron-based superconductors, the supercon-
ducting phase appears to be centered around the point of
suppression of antiferromagnetic (AFM) and orthorhom-
bic structural order [12]. Close to the boundary between
AFM order and superconductivity, the exotic metallic
regime emerges in the normal state. In addition to the
AFM order, the presence of an electronic nematic phase
above the structural transition complicates the under-
standing of the SC and NFL behavior [15–18]. More-
over, the robust superconducting phase prohibits inves-
tigations of zero-temperature limit normal state physical
properties associated with the quantum critical (QC) in-
stability due to the extremely high upper critical fields.

While AFM spin fluctuations are widely believed to
provide the pairing glue in the iron-pnictides, other mag-

netic interactions are prevalent in closely related ma-
terials, such as the cobalt-based oxypnictides LaCoOX
(X=P, As) [19], which exhibit ferromagnetic (FM) or-
ders, and Co-based intermetallic arsenides with coexist-
ing FM and AFM spin correlations [20–22]. For instance,
a strongly enhanced Wilson ratio RW of ∼ 7-10 at 2 K
[23] and violation of the Koringa law [20–22] suggest
proximity to a FM instability in BaCo2As2. BaNi2As2,
on the other hand, seems to be devoid of magnetic or-
der [24] and rather hosts other ordering instabilities in
both structure and charge [25]. Confirmed by extensive
study, Fe, Co, and Ni have the same 2+ oxidation state
in the tetragonal ThCr2Si2 structure, thus adding one d
electron- (hole-) contribution by Ni (Fe) substitution for
Co in BaCo2As2 [26–29], and thereby modifying the elec-
tronic structure subtly but significantly enough to tune in
and out of different ground states and correlation types.
Utilizing this balance, counter-doping a system to achieve
the same nominal d electron count as BaCo2As2 can re-
alize a unique route to the same nearly FM system while
disrupting any specific spin correlation in the system.

Here, we utilize this approach to stabilize a novel

arXiv:1902.01034v1  [cond-mat.str-el]  4 Feb 2019
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The perfectly linear temperature dependence of the electrical 
resistivity observed as T!→ !0 in a variety of metals close to a 
quantum critical point1–4 is a major puzzle of condensed-mat-
ter physics5. Here we show that T-linear resistivity as T!→ !0 
is a generic property of cuprates, associated with a universal 
scattering rate. We measured the low-temperature resistivity 
of the bilayer cuprate Bi2Sr2CaCu2O8+δ and found that it exhib-
its a T-linear dependence with the same slope as in the single-
layer cuprates Bi2Sr2CuO6+δ (ref.!6), La1.6−xNd0.4SrxCuO4 (ref.!7) 
and La2−xSrxCuO4 (ref.!8), despite their very different Fermi 
surfaces and structural, superconducting and magnetic prop-
erties. We then show that the T-linear coefficient (per CuO2 
plane), A1

□, is given by the universal relation A1
□TF!= !h/2e2, 

where e is the electron charge, h is the Planck constant and TF 
is the Fermi temperature. This relation, obtained by assum-
ing that the scattering rate 1/τ of charge carriers reaches the 
Planckian limit9,10, whereby ħ/τ!= !kBT, works not only for hole-
doped cuprates6–8,11,12 but also for electron-doped cuprates13,14, 
despite the different nature of their quantum critical point and 
strength of their electron correlations.

In conventional metals, the electrical resistivity ρ(T) normally 
varies as T2 in the limit T →  0, where electron–electron scattering 
dominates, in accordance with Fermi-liquid theory. However, close 
to a quantum critical point (QCP) where a phase of antiferromag-
netic order ends, ρ(T) ~ Tn, with n <  2.0. Most striking is the obser-
vation of a perfectly linear T dependence ρ(T) =  ρ0 +  A1T as T →  0 in 
several very different materials, when tuned to their magnetic QCP; 
for example, the quasi-one-dimensional (1D) organic conductor 
(TMTSF)2PF6 (ref. 4), the quasi-2D ruthenate Sr3Ru2O7 (ref. 3) and 
the 3D heavy-fermion metal CeCu6 (ref. 1). This T-linear resistiv-
ity as T →  0 has emerged as one of the major puzzles in the physics 
of metals5, and while several theoretical scenarios have been pro-
posed15, no compelling explanation has been found.

In cuprates, a perfect T-linear resistivity as T →  0 has been 
observed (once superconductivity is suppressed by a magnetic field) 
in two closely related electron-doped materials, Pr2−xCexCuO4±δ 
(PCCO)2,16,17 and La2−xCexCuO4 (LCCO)13,14, and in three hole-
doped materials: Bi2Sr2CuO6+δ (ref. 6), La2−xSrxCuO4 (LSCO)8 and 
La1.6−xNd0.4SrxCuO4 (Nd-LSCO)7,11,12. On the electron-doped side, 
T-linear resistivity is seen just above the QCP16 where antiferromag-
netic order ends18 as a function of x, and as such it may not come 
as a surprise. On the hole-doped side, however, the doping values 

where ρ(T) =  ρ0 +  A1T as T →  0 are very far from the QCP where 
long-range antiferromagnetic order ends (pN ~ 0.02); for example, 
at p =  0.24 in Nd-LSCO (Fig. 1a) and in the range p =  0.21–0.26 in 
LSCO (Fig. 1b). Instead, these values are close to the critical dop-
ing where the pseudogap phase ends (that is, at p* =  0.23 ±  0.01 in 
Nd-LSCO (ref. 11) and at p* ~ 0.18–0.19 in LSCO (ref. 8)), where the 
role of antiferromagnetic spin fluctuations is not clear. In Bi2201,  
p* is farther still (see Supplementary Section 10).

To make progress, several questions must be answered. Is T-linear 
resistivity as T →  0 in hole-doped cuprates limited to single-layer 
materials with low Tc, or is it generic? Why is ρ(T) =  ρ0 +  A1T as 
T →  0 seen in LSCO over an anomalously wide doping range8? Is 
there a common mechanism linking cuprates to the other metals 
where ρ ~ T as T →  0?

To establish the universal character of T-linear resistivity in 
cuprates, we have turned to Bi2Sr2CaCu2O8+δ (Bi2212). While 
Nd-LSCO and LSCO have essentially the same single electron-like 
diamond-shaped Fermi surface at p >  p* (refs 19,20), Bi2212 has a very 
different Fermi surface, consisting of two sheets, one of which is also 
diamond-like at p >  0.22, but the other is much more circular21 (see 
Supplementary Section 1). Moreover, the structural, magnetic and 
superconducting properties of Bi2212 are very different to those of 
Nd-LSCO and LSCO: a stronger 2D character, a larger gap to spin 
excitations, no spin-density-wave order above p ~ 0.1 and a much 
higher superconducting Tc.

We measured the resistivity of Bi2212 at p =  0.23 by sup-
pressing superconductivity with a magnetic field of up to 58 T. 
At p =  0.23, the system is just above its pseudogap critical point 
(p* =  0.22 (ref. 22); see Supplementary Section 2). Our data are 
shown in Fig. 2. The raw data at H = 55 T reveal a perfectly linear 
T dependence of ρ(T) down to the lowest accessible temperature 
(Fig. 1a). Correcting for the magnetoresistance (see Methods and 
Supplementary Section 3), as was done for LSCO (ref. 8), we find 
that the T-linear dependence of ρ(T) seen in Bi2212 at H = 0 from 
T ~ 120 K down to Tc simply continues to low temperature, with the 
same slope A1 =  0.62 ±  0.06 μ Ω  cm K−1 (Fig. 2b). Measured per CuO2 
plane, this gives A1

□ ≡  A1/d = 8.0 ±  0.9 Ω  K−1, where d is the (aver-
age) separation between CuO2 planes. Remarkably, this is the same 
value, within error bars, as measured in Nd-LSCO at p =  0.24, where 
A1

□ =  7.4 ±  0.8 Ω  K−1 (see Table 1).
The observation of T-linear resistivity in those two cuprates 

shows that it is robust against changes in the shape, topology and 
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is a generic property of cuprates, associated with a universal 
scattering rate. We measured the low-temperature resistivity 
of the bilayer cuprate Bi2Sr2CaCu2O8+δ and found that it exhib-
its a T-linear dependence with the same slope as in the single-
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excitations, no spin-density-wave order above p ~ 0.1 and a much 
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At p =  0.23, the system is just above its pseudogap critical point 
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Remarkable recent observation of ‘Planckian’ strange metal transport
in cuprates, pnictides, magic-angle graphene, and ultracold atoms: the
resistivity is associated with a universal scattering time ⇡ ~/(kBT ).
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Bad metallic transport in a cold atom
Fermi-Hubbard system
Peter T. Brown1, Debayan Mitra1, Elmer Guardado-Sanchez1, Reza Nourafkan2,
Alexis Reymbaut2, Charles-David Hébert2, Simon Bergeron2, A.-M. S. Tremblay2,3,
Jure Kokalj4,5, David A. Huse1, Peter Schauß1*, Waseem S. Bakr1†

Strong interactions in many-body quantum systems complicate the interpretation of
charge transport in such materials. To shed light on this problem, we study transport in a
clean quantum system: ultracold lithium-6 in a two-dimensional optical lattice, a testing
ground for strong interaction physics in the Fermi-Hubbard model. We determine the
diffusion constant by measuring the relaxation of an imposed density modulation and
modeling its decay hydrodynamically. The diffusion constant is converted to a resistivity by
using the Nernst-Einstein relation. That resistivity exhibits a linear temperature
dependence and shows no evidence of saturation, two characteristic signatures of a bad
metal. The techniques we developed in this study may be applied to measurements of
other transport quantities, including the optical conductivity and thermopower.

I
n conventional materials, charge is carried
by quasiparticles and conductivity is under-
stood as a current of these charge carriers
developed in response to an external field.
For the conductivity to be finite, the charge

carriers must be able to relax their momentum
through scattering. The Boltzmann kinetic equa-
tion in conjunction with Fermi liquid theory
provides a detailed description of transport in
conventionalmaterials, including two trademarks
of resistivity. The first is the Fermi liquid prediction
that the temperature (T)–dependent resistivity r(T)
should scale like T2 at low temperature (1). The
second is that the resistivity should not exceed
amaximum value rmax, obtained from the Drude
relation assuming the Mott-Ioffe-Regel (MIR)
limit, which states that the mean free path of a
quasiparticle cannot be less than the lattice spacing
(2, 3). This resistivity bound itself is sometimes
referred to as the MIR limit.
Strong interactions can, however, lead to a

breakdown of Fermi liquid theory. One signal of
this breakdown is anomalous scaling of r with
temperature, including the linear scaling ob-
served in the strange metal state of the cuprates
(4) and other anomalous scalings in d- and f-
electron materials (5). Another is the violation of
the resistivity bound r < rmax, which is observed

in a wide variety of materials (6). Additionally,
interactions may lead to a situation where the
momentum relaxation rate alone does not de-
termine the conductivity, in contrast to the
semiclassical Drude formula, generalizations
of which hold for a large class of systems called
coherent metals (7). Approaches introduced to
understand these anomalous behaviors include
hidden Fermi liquids (8), marginal Fermi liquids
(9), proximity to quantum critical points (10) and
associated holographic approaches (11), and
many numerical studies of model systems,
most notably the Hubbard model (12) and the
t − J model (13).
Disentangling strong interaction physics from

other effects, such as impurities and electron-
phonon coupling, is difficult in real materials.
Cold atom systems are free of these complica-
tions, but transport experiments are challenging
because of the finite and isolated nature of these
systems. Most fermionic charge transport ex-
periments have focused on studying either mass
flow through optically structured mesoscopic
devices (14–17) or bulk transport in lattice sys-
tems (18–22). In this study, we explored bulk
transport in a Fermi-Hubbard system by study-
ing charge diffusion, which is a microscopic
process related to conductivity through the
Nernst-Einstein equation s = ccD, where D is
the diffusion constant and cc ¼ @n

@m

! "
jT is the

compressibility. This requires only the assumption
of linear response and the absence of thermo-
electric coupling (23) anddoes not rest on assump-
tions concerning quasiparticles.
We realized the two-dimensional Fermi-Hubbard

model by using a degenerate spin-balancedmix-
ture of two hyperfine ground states of 6Li in an
optical lattice (24). Our lattice beams produce
a harmonic trapping potential, which leads to a
varying atomic density in the trap. To obtain a

system with uniform density, we flatten our
trapping potential over an elliptical region of
mean diameter 30 sites by using a repulsive
potential created with a spatial light modulator.
We superimpose an additional sinusoidal po-
tential that varies slowly along one direction of
the lattice with a controllable wavelength (Fig. 1,
A and B). By adiabatically loading the gas into
these potentials, we prepare a Hubbard system
in thermal equilibrium with a small-amplitude
(typically 10%) sinusoidal density modulation.
The average density in the region with the flat-
tened potential is the same with and without the
sinusoidal potential. Next, we suddenly turn off
the added sinusoidal potential and observe the
decay of the density pattern versus time (Fig. 1,
C and D), always keeping the optical lattice at
fixed intensity. We measure the density of a
single spin component, hn↑i, by using techniques
described in (24), giving us access to the total
density through hni ¼ h2n↑i.
Wework at average total densityhni ¼ 0:82ð2Þ.

This value is close to a conjectured quantum
critical point in the Hubbard model (25). Our
lattice depth is 6.9(2) ER, where ER is the lattice
recoil energy and ER/h = 14.66 kHz, leading to
a tunneling rate of t/h = 925(10) Hz. Here h is
Planck’s constant. We adjust the scattering
length, as = 1070(10)ao, by working at a mag-
netic bias field of 616.0(2) G, in the vicinity of
the Feshbach resonance centered near 690 G.
These parameters lead to an on-site interaction–
to–tunneling ratio U/t = 7.4(8), which is in the
strong-interaction regime and close to the value
thatmaximizes antiferromagnetic correlations at
half-filling (26).
We observe the decay of the initial sinusoidal

density pattern over a period of a few tunneling
times. The short time scale ensures that the
observed dynamics are not affected by the in-
homogeneous density outside of the central
flattened region of the trap. To obtain better
statistics, we apply the sinusoidal modulation
along one dimension and average along the
other direction (Fig. 1, A and C). We fit the
average modulation profile to a sinusoid, where
the phase and frequency are fixed by the initial
pattern (Fig. 2A). The time dependence of the
amplitude of the sinusoid quantifies the decay
of the density modulation (Fig. 2B). Our experi-
mental technique is analogous to that ofHild et al.
(27), who studied the decay of a sinusoidally
modulated spin pattern in a bosonic system.
The decay of the sinusoidal density pattern

versus the wavelength l of the modulation be-
comes consistent with diffusive transport at long
wavelengths. In diffusive transport, the ampli-
tude of a density pattern at wave vector k = 2p/l
will decay exponentially with time constant t =
1/Dk2, where D is the diffusion constant. We ob-
serve exponentially decaying amplitudes with
diffusive scaling for wavelengths longer than
15 sites. However, the decay curves are flat at
early times, showing clear deviation from ex-
ponential decay. For short wavelengths, we ob-
serve deviations from diffusive behavior in the
form of underdamped oscillations, which can be
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A
panoply

of
strongly

correlated
m

aterials
have

m
etallic

parentstates
thatdisplay

properties
atodds

w
ith

the
expecta-

tionsin
a

conventionalFerm
iliquid

and
are

m
arked

by
the

ab-
sence

ofcoherentquasiparticle
excitations.Som

e
w

ellknow
n

fam
ilies

of
m

aterials,
such

as
the

ruthenates
[1,

2],
cobal-

tates[3,4]and
a

subsetofthe
iron-based

superconductors[5],
show

non-Ferm
i

liquid
(N

FL)
behavior

over
a

broad
inter-

m
ediate

range
oftem

peratures,w
ith

a
crossoverto

a
conven-

tionalFerm
iliquid

below
an

em
ergentlow

-energy
scale,

T
coh ,

at
w

hich
coherent

electronic
quasiparticles

em
erge

as
w

ell-
defined

excitations.
Even

m
ore

striking
exam

ples
of

N
FL

behavior
are

observed
in

the
hole-doped

cuprates
[6,7]

and
certain

quantum
criticalheavy-ferm

ion
com

pounds
[8]w

here
the

incoherentfeatures
appear

to
survive

dow
n

to
the

low
est

m
easurable

tem
peratures,i.e.

T
coh
!

0,w
hen

superconduc-
tivity

issuppressed
externally.In

the
incoherentregim

e,allof
these

m
aterials

in
spite

ofbeing
m

icroscopically
distincthave

a
resistivity,

⇢(
T

)
⇠

T
,and

exhibita
num

ber
of

anom
alous

features
[8–11]

clearly
indicating

the
absence

of
sharp

elec-
tronic

quasiparticles.In
strongly

interacting
non-quasiparticle

system
s,ithasbeen

conjectured
[12]thattransport“scattering

rates”
(�)satisfy

a
universal‘Planckian’bound

�
.

O
(
k

B
T
/~)

ata
tem

perature
T

.
Itis

how
everw

orth
noting

thatin
a

N
FL

there
isin

generalno
cleardefinition

for
�;the

scattering
rates

defined
through

di↵erentm
easurem

ents,such
as

dc
and

opti-
calconductivity,need

notbe
identical[13].

O
ne

ofthe
m

ost
surprising

aspects
ofincoherenttransportin

these
system

s,in
spite

ofthese
subtleties,is

that
�

extracted
from

the
dc

resis-
tivity

(through
a

procedure
specified

in
R

ef.
[14])appears

to
satisfy

a
universalform

�
=

C
k

B
T
/~

w
ith

C
a

num
beroforder

1
[14,15].

R
ecent

experim
ents

[16,
17]

have
reported

the
discovery

ofa
correlation

driven
insulatoratfractionalfillings

(w
ith

re-
spect

to
a

fully
filled

isolated
band)

in
m

agic-angle
bilayer

graphene
(M

A
B

LG
).

In
M

A
B

LG
,

the
relative

rotation
be-

tw
een

tw
o

sheets
ofgraphene

generates
a

m
oiré

pattern
(Fig.

1a)
w

ith
a

periodicity
that

is
m

uch
larger

than
the

underly-
ing

interatom
ic

distances
in

graphene.
The

theoretically
esti-

m
ated

electronic
bandw

idth,
W

,isstrongly
renorm

alized
near

these
sm

allm
agic-angles[18–20];then

the
strength

ofthe
typ-

icalC
oulom

b
interactions,

U
,becom

es
atleastcom

parable
to

(if
not

greater
than)

the
bandw

idth,
U
&

W
.

Investigating
the

properties
of

M
A

B
LG

as
a

function
of

tem
perature

and
carrier

density
w

ith
unprecedented

tunability
in

a
controlled

setup
can

lead
to

new
insights

into
the

nature
of

electronic
transportin

otherlow
-dim

ensionalstrongly
correlated

m
etal-

lic
system

s.
For

our
experim

ents,
w

e
have

fabricated
m

ultiple
high-

quality
encapsulated

M
A

B
LG

devices
(see

Fig.
1a)

using
the

‘tear
and

stack’
technique

[21,22].
A

s
reported

earlier
[16,

22],
w

e
obtain

band-insulators
w

ith
a

large
gap

near
n
⇡
±

n
s ,w

here
n

is
the

carrier
density

tuned
externally

by
applying

a
gate

voltage
and

n
s

corresponds
to

four
electrons

perm
oiré

unitcell.
O

n
the

otherhand,correlation
driven

in-
sulators

w
ith

m
uch

sm
aller

gap-scales
[16,

23]
appear

near
n
⇡
±

n
s /2;

w
e

denote
these

fillings
as
⌫
=
±

2
from

now
on

(the
fully

filled
band

corresponds
to
⌫
=
+

4).
D

op-
ing

aw
ay

from
these

correlated
insulators

by
an

additional
am

ount,�,w
ith

holes
(⌫
=
±

2�
�)and

electrons
(⌫
=
±

2
+
�)

leads
to

superconductivity
(SC

)
[17,23].

The
superconduct-

ing
transition

tem
perature

(T
c )m

easured
relative

to
the

Ferm
i-

energy
("

F ),as
inferred

from
low

tem
perature

quantum
oscil-

lations
m

easurem
ents

[17],is
high,w

ith
the

largestvalue
of

(T
c /"

F )⇠
0.07�

0.08,indicating
strong

coupling
supercon-

ductivity
[17].A

schem
atic
⌫�

T
phase-diagram

forM
A

B
LG

is
show

n
in

Fig.1b.
In

this
w

ork,w
e

investigate
the

transportphenom
enology

of
the

m
etallic

states
in

M
A

B
LG

as
a

function
of

increasing
tem

perature
overa

large
range

ofexternally
tuned

fillings.W
e

have
analyzed

the
tem

perature
dependence

ofthe
longitudinal

D
C

resistivity,
⇢(

T
),for

a
num

ber
of

devices
(M

A
1

-
M

A
6)

over
a

w
ide

range
of

fillings,the
results

of
w

hich
appear

to
be

qualitatively
sim

ilar
across

devices.
In

order
to

highlight
the

universalaspects
of

the
behavior,both

w
ithin

and
across

di↵erentsam
ples,w

e
show

the
tem

perature
dependenttraces

of
⇢(T

)
for

a
range

of
di↵erent

⌫
in

tw
o

devices
M

A
1

and
M

A
4

in
Fig.1c

and
Fig.1d

respectively.The
range

of
⌫

chosen
forthis

purpose
is

show
n

as
a

color-barin
Fig.1b;see

caption
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Table 1  |  Slope of T-linear resistivity and Planckian limit in seven materials.

Material n 
(1027 m-3)

 m*
(m0)

A1 / d  
(! / K)

h / (2e2 TF)
(! / K)

⍺

Bi2212 p = 0.23 6.8 8.4 ± 1.6 8.0 ± 0.9 7.4 ± 1.4 1.1 ± 0.3

Bi2201 p ~ 0.4 3.5 7 ± 1.5 8 ± 2 8 ± 2 1.0 ± 0.4

LSCO p = 0.26 7.8 9.8 ± 1.7 8.2 ± 1.0 8.9 ± 1.8 0.9 ± 0.3

Nd-LSCO p = 0.24 7.9 12 ± 4 7.4 ± 0.8 10.6 ± 3.7 0.7 ± 0.4

PCCO x = 0.17 8.8 2.4 ± 0.1 1.7 ± 0.3 2.1 ± 0.1 0.8 ± 0.2

LCCO x = 0.15 9.0 3.0 ± 0.3 3.0 ± 0.45 2.6 ± 0.3 1.2 ± 0.3

TMTSF P = 11 kbar 1.4 1.15 ± 0.2 2.8 ± 0.3 2.8 ± 0.4 1.0 ± 0.3
 

 

Table 1 | Slope of T-linear resistivity vs Planckian limit in seven materials.  

Comparison of the measured slope of the T-linear resistivity in the T = 0 limit,  

A1 , with the value predicted by the Planckian limit (Eq. 1; penultimate column), 

for four hole-doped cuprates (Bi2212, Bi2201, LSCO and Nd-LSCO), two 

electron-doped cuprates (PCCO and LCCO) and the organic conductor 

(TMTSF)2PF6 , as discussed in the text (and Supplementary Information).     

The ratio α of the experimental value, A1
☐ = A1 / d, over the predicted value,       

is given in the last column. Although A1
☐ varies by a factor 5, the ratio m* / n  

(~1/TF) is seen to vary by the same amount, so that α = 1.0 in all cases,        

within error bars. 
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U↵�;�� are independent random variables with U↵�;�� = 0 and |U↵�;��|2 = U2

N ! 1 yields critical strange metal.
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The complex SYK model



The large N limit is given by the
sum of “melon” Feynman graphs
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The complex SYK model

For long times ⌧ > 0
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The parameter E = ✏/U determines

the particle-hole asymmetry.
In a Fermi liquid,⌦
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The complex SYK model

U↵�;�� are independent random variables

with U↵�;�� = 0 and |U↵�;��|2 = U2
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A generalized SYK model

Xue-Yang Song, Chao-Ming Jian, and L. Balents, PRL 119, 216601 (2017)

See also Antoine Georges and Olivier Parcollet PRB 59, 5341 (1999)
Aavishkar A. Patel, John McGreevy, Daniel P. Arovas, Subir Sachdev, PRX 8, 021049 (2018) 

Pengfei Zhang, PRB 96, 205138 (2017)
Debanjan Chowdhury, Yochai Werman, Erez Berg, T. Senthil, PRX 8, 031024 (2018)

U↵�;��(ka) is a random function of ↵��� (as before)
✏k has a range of values of width W .

~!/(kBT ) scaling behavior of SYK holds for W 2/U ⌧ kBT ⌧ U .
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A lattice SYK model
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Choose U on-site,
and uncorrelated between sites;

yields ‘incoherent metal’
with no Fermi surface

for t2/U ⌧ kBT ⌧ U with

G(k,!) = GSYK(✏, ~!/(kBT ))

independent of k,
and linear-in-T resistivity ⇢ � h/e2
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Mobile electrons (c) coupled to SYK quantum 
islands (f ) with exchange interactions.

A Kondo-SYK model

Debanjan Chowdhury, Yochai Werman, Erez Berg, T. Senthil, PRX 8, 031024 (2018)
Aavishkar A. Patel, John McGreevy, Daniel P. Arovas, Subir Sachdev, PRX 8, 021049 (2018) 

f
c

Has a regime where the

c electrons form a

marginal Fermi liquid

with a linear-in-T
resistivity dependent upon

interaction strength, and a

small Fermi surface

which does not count

the f electrons.
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Similar results for many earlier `marginal Fermi liquid’ and holographic models



A lattice SYK model
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See also Antoine Georges and Olivier Parcollet PRB 59, 5341 (1999)
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U↵�;��(ka) is a random function of ↵��� (as before)
✏k has a bandwidth W .

The random ki dependence of U allows only resonant interactions
with ✏k1 + ✏k2 = ✏k3 + ✏k4 .
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Rewriting of lattice model of incoherent 
and bad metal in momentum space

A lattice SYK model
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Resonant SYK model
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Interactions with ✏k1 + ✏k2 6= ✏k3 + ✏k4 are non-resonant: we

“integrate these out” in a RG procedure, and assume that their

main e↵ect is a renormalization of the quasiparticle dispersion ✏k,
which we have already accounted for.

Keep only the

interactions resonant in the bare quasiparticle energy
with ✏k1 + ✏k2 = ✏k3 + ✏k4 and account for them with a

self-consistent SYK-like analysis.

This is precisely the e↵ective Hamiltonian method, when low

energy states are separated from high energy states by a gap; we

are assuming it can also apply in a gapless system.
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Resonant SYK model
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k2
<latexit sha1_base64="gq4/ytB8e9IMO4npFiy1OpOuTTI=">AAAB9XicdVDLSsNAFJ3UV62vqks3g0VwISHpw7a7ohuXFW0ttKFMJpN26GQSZiaVEvoJbnXlTtz6PS78F6dpBBU9cOFwzr3ce48bMSqVZb0buZXVtfWN/GZha3tnd6+4f9CVYSww6eCQhaLnIkkY5aSjqGKkFwmCApeRO3dyufDvpkRIGvJbNYuIE6ARpz7FSGnpZjIsD4sly6zV641KFVqmlUKTZrNRq51DO1NKIEN7WPwYeCGOA8IVZkjKvm1FykmQUBQzMi8MYkkihCdoRPqachQQeeZNaSRT6iTp1XN4ok0P+qHQxRVM1e/DCQqknAWu7gyQGsvf3kL8y+vHym84CeVRrAjHy0V+zKAK4SIC6FFBsGIzTRAWVJ8N8RgJhJUOqqDz+Hoa/k+6ZdOumOXraql1kSWTB0fgGJwCG9RBC1yBNugADEbgATyCJ+PeeDZejNdla87IZg7BDxhvn0Bfkow=</latexit>

k3
<latexit sha1_base64="TtMtm8cpCbGVhpyGPtz0rnfcuNo=">AAAB9XicdVDLSsNAFJ3UV62vqks3g0VwISHpw7a7ohuXFW0ttKFMJpN26GQSZiaVEvoJbnXlTtz6PS78F6dpBBU9cOFwzr3ce48bMSqVZb0buZXVtfWN/GZha3tnd6+4f9CVYSww6eCQhaLnIkkY5aSjqGKkFwmCApeRO3dyufDvpkRIGvJbNYuIE6ARpz7FSGnpZjKsDIsly6zV641KFVqmlUKTZrNRq51DO1NKIEN7WPwYeCGOA8IVZkjKvm1FykmQUBQzMi8MYkkihCdoRPqachQQeeZNaSRT6iTp1XN4ok0P+qHQxRVM1e/DCQqknAWu7gyQGsvf3kL8y+vHym84CeVRrAjHy0V+zKAK4SIC6FFBsGIzTRAWVJ8N8RgJhJUOqqDz+Hoa/k+6ZdOumOXraql1kSWTB0fgGJwCG9RBC1yBNugADEbgATyCJ+PeeDZejNdla87IZg7BDxhvn0Huko0=</latexit>

k4
<latexit sha1_base64="oGIPiSW8tSR2hITAQXd7lOjGsyw=">AAAB9XicdVDLSsNAFJ3UV62vqks3g0VwISHpw7a7ohuXFW0ttKFMJpN26GQSZiaVEvoJbnXlTtz6PS78F6dpBBU9cOFwzr3ce48bMSqVZb0buZXVtfWN/GZha3tnd6+4f9CVYSww6eCQhaLnIkkY5aSjqGKkFwmCApeRO3dyufDvpkRIGvJbNYuIE6ARpz7FSGnpZjKsDosly6zV641KFVqmlUKTZrNRq51DO1NKIEN7WPwYeCGOA8IVZkjKvm1FykmQUBQzMi8MYkkihCdoRPqachQQeeZNaSRT6iTp1XN4ok0P+qHQxRVM1e/DCQqknAWu7gyQGsvf3kL8y+vHym84CeVRrAjHy0V+zKAK4SIC6FFBsGIzTRAWVJ8N8RgJhJUOqqDz+Hoa/k+6ZdOumOXraql1kSWTB0fgGJwCG9RBC1yBNugADEbgATyCJ+PeeDZejNdla87IZg7BDxhvn0N9ko4=</latexit>

Interactions with ✏k1 + ✏k2 6= ✏k3 + ✏k4 are non-resonant: we

“integrate these out” in a RG procedure, and assume that their

main e↵ect is a renormalization of the quasiparticle dispersion ✏k,
which we have already accounted for.

Keep only the

interactions resonant in the bare quasiparticle energy
with ✏k1 + ✏k2 = ✏k3 + ✏k4 and account for them with a

self-consistent SYK-like analysis.

This is precisely the e↵ective Hamiltonian method, when low

energy states are separated from high energy states by a gap; we

are assuming it can also apply in a gapless system.
<latexit sha1_base64="d5jiWU3oOzsHT5mxT+XfK9RwVB4="></latexit>



Resonant SYK model

k1
<latexit sha1_base64="NSYvDK9j+dhw43fhavs0cnFt7V4=">AAAB9XicdVDLSsNAFJ3UV62vqks3g0VwISHpw7a7ohuXFW0ttKFMJpN26GQSZiaVEvoJbnXlTtz6PS78F6dpBBU9cOFwzr3ce48bMSqVZb0buZXVtfWN/GZha3tnd6+4f9CVYSww6eCQhaLnIkkY5aSjqGKkFwmCApeRO3dyufDvpkRIGvJbNYuIE6ARpz7FSGnpZjK0h8WSZdbq9UalCi3TSqFJs9mo1c6hnSklkKE9LH4MvBDHAeEKMyRl37Yi5SRIKIoZmRcGsSQRwhM0In1NOQqIPPOmNJIpdZL06jk80aYH/VDo4gqm6vfhBAVSzgJXdwZIjeVvbyH+5fVj5TechPIoVoTj5SI/ZlCFcBEB9KggWLGZJggLqs+GeIwEwkoHVdB5fD0N/yfdsmlXzPJ1tdS6yJLJgyNwDE6BDeqgBa5AG3QABiPwAB7Bk3FvPBsvxuuyNWdkM4fgB4y3Tz7Qkos=</latexit>

k2
<latexit sha1_base64="gq4/ytB8e9IMO4npFiy1OpOuTTI=">AAAB9XicdVDLSsNAFJ3UV62vqks3g0VwISHpw7a7ohuXFW0ttKFMJpN26GQSZiaVEvoJbnXlTtz6PS78F6dpBBU9cOFwzr3ce48bMSqVZb0buZXVtfWN/GZha3tnd6+4f9CVYSww6eCQhaLnIkkY5aSjqGKkFwmCApeRO3dyufDvpkRIGvJbNYuIE6ARpz7FSGnpZjIsD4sly6zV641KFVqmlUKTZrNRq51DO1NKIEN7WPwYeCGOA8IVZkjKvm1FykmQUBQzMi8MYkkihCdoRPqachQQeeZNaSRT6iTp1XN4ok0P+qHQxRVM1e/DCQqknAWu7gyQGsvf3kL8y+vHym84CeVRrAjHy0V+zKAK4SIC6FFBsGIzTRAWVJ8N8RgJhJUOqqDz+Hoa/k+6ZdOumOXraql1kSWTB0fgGJwCG9RBC1yBNugADEbgATyCJ+PeeDZejNdla87IZg7BDxhvn0Bfkow=</latexit>

k3
<latexit sha1_base64="TtMtm8cpCbGVhpyGPtz0rnfcuNo=">AAAB9XicdVDLSsNAFJ3UV62vqks3g0VwISHpw7a7ohuXFW0ttKFMJpN26GQSZiaVEvoJbnXlTtz6PS78F6dpBBU9cOFwzr3ce48bMSqVZb0buZXVtfWN/GZha3tnd6+4f9CVYSww6eCQhaLnIkkY5aSjqGKkFwmCApeRO3dyufDvpkRIGvJbNYuIE6ARpz7FSGnpZjKsDIsly6zV641KFVqmlUKTZrNRq51DO1NKIEN7WPwYeCGOA8IVZkjKvm1FykmQUBQzMi8MYkkihCdoRPqachQQeeZNaSRT6iTp1XN4ok0P+qHQxRVM1e/DCQqknAWu7gyQGsvf3kL8y+vHym84CeVRrAjHy0V+zKAK4SIC6FFBsGIzTRAWVJ8N8RgJhJUOqqDz+Hoa/k+6ZdOumOXraql1kSWTB0fgGJwCG9RBC1yBNugADEbgATyCJ+PeeDZejNdla87IZg7BDxhvn0Huko0=</latexit>

k4
<latexit sha1_base64="oGIPiSW8tSR2hITAQXd7lOjGsyw=">AAAB9XicdVDLSsNAFJ3UV62vqks3g0VwISHpw7a7ohuXFW0ttKFMJpN26GQSZiaVEvoJbnXlTtz6PS78F6dpBBU9cOFwzr3ce48bMSqVZb0buZXVtfWN/GZha3tnd6+4f9CVYSww6eCQhaLnIkkY5aSjqGKkFwmCApeRO3dyufDvpkRIGvJbNYuIE6ARpz7FSGnpZjKsDosly6zV641KFVqmlUKTZrNRq51DO1NKIEN7WPwYeCGOA8IVZkjKvm1FykmQUBQzMi8MYkkihCdoRPqachQQeeZNaSRT6iTp1XN4ok0P+qHQxRVM1e/DCQqknAWu7gyQGsvf3kL8y+vHym84CeVRrAjHy0V+zKAK4SIC6FFBsGIzTRAWVJ8N8RgJhJUOqqDz+Hoa/k+6ZdOumOXraql1kSWTB0fgGJwCG9RBC1yBNugADEbgATyCJ+PeeDZejNdla87IZg7BDxhvn0N9ko4=</latexit>

Interactions with ✏k1 + ✏k2 6= ✏k3 + ✏k4 are non-resonant: we

“integrate these out” in a RG procedure, and assume that their

main e↵ect is a renormalization of the quasiparticle dispersion ✏k,
which we have already accounted for.

Keep only the

interactions resonant in the bare quasiparticle energy
with ✏k1 + ✏k2 = ✏k3 + ✏k4 and account for them with a

self-consistent SYK-like analysis.

This is precisely the e↵ective Hamiltonian method, when low

energy states are separated from high energy states by a gap; we

are assuming it can also apply in a gapless system.
<latexit sha1_base64="d5jiWU3oOzsHT5mxT+XfK9RwVB4="></latexit>



Resonant SYK model

H =
1

(2N)3/2

X

ka

NX

↵,�,�,�=1

U↵�;��(ka) c
†
k1↵

c
†
k2�

ck3�
ck4�

+
X

k↵

✏kc
†
k↵ck↵

<latexit sha1_base64="4J+aUPg7aIcEOvMv4A+CB0Zmc/0="></latexit>

U↵�;��(ka) is a random function of ↵��� (as before)
The random ki dependence of U allows only

interactions resonant in the bare quasiparticle energies
with ✏k1 + ✏k2 = ✏k3 + ✏k4 .

U(k1, k2, k3, k4)U⇤(k5, k6, k7, k8) =

U2
h
�(k1 + k2 � k3 � k4 � k5 � k6 + k7 + k8)

i

⇥
h
�(✏k1 + ✏k2 � ✏k3 � ✏k4) + �(✏k5 + ✏k6 � ✏k7 � ✏k8)

i

This implies o↵-site interactions with correlations
which decay with a power-law in space.

<latexit sha1_base64="hxedW8sZeuYJ6kX783+3MOyUqwI="></latexit>



Resonant SYK model
Conformal Green’s function at T > 0 must have the form

G(✏, ⌧) ⇠ e�2⇡ET⌧

✓
T

sin(⇡T ⌧)

◆1/2

, 0 < ⌧ < 1/T .
<latexit sha1_base64="D+tuXWlM4cQPjsroYK05os3FH2M="></latexit>

k1
<latexit sha1_base64="NSYvDK9j+dhw43fhavs0cnFt7V4=">AAAB9XicdVDLSsNAFJ3UV62vqks3g0VwISHpw7a7ohuXFW0ttKFMJpN26GQSZiaVEvoJbnXlTtz6PS78F6dpBBU9cOFwzr3ce48bMSqVZb0buZXVtfWN/GZha3tnd6+4f9CVYSww6eCQhaLnIkkY5aSjqGKkFwmCApeRO3dyufDvpkRIGvJbNYuIE6ARpz7FSGnpZjK0h8WSZdbq9UalCi3TSqFJs9mo1c6hnSklkKE9LH4MvBDHAeEKMyRl37Yi5SRIKIoZmRcGsSQRwhM0In1NOQqIPPOmNJIpdZL06jk80aYH/VDo4gqm6vfhBAVSzgJXdwZIjeVvbyH+5fVj5TechPIoVoTj5SI/ZlCFcBEB9KggWLGZJggLqs+GeIwEwkoHVdB5fD0N/yfdsmlXzPJ1tdS6yJLJgyNwDE6BDeqgBa5AG3QABiPwAB7Bk3FvPBsvxuuyNWdkM4fgB4y3Tz7Qkos=</latexit>

k2
<latexit sha1_base64="gq4/ytB8e9IMO4npFiy1OpOuTTI=">AAAB9XicdVDLSsNAFJ3UV62vqks3g0VwISHpw7a7ohuXFW0ttKFMJpN26GQSZiaVEvoJbnXlTtz6PS78F6dpBBU9cOFwzr3ce48bMSqVZb0buZXVtfWN/GZha3tnd6+4f9CVYSww6eCQhaLnIkkY5aSjqGKkFwmCApeRO3dyufDvpkRIGvJbNYuIE6ARpz7FSGnpZjIsD4sly6zV641KFVqmlUKTZrNRq51DO1NKIEN7WPwYeCGOA8IVZkjKvm1FykmQUBQzMi8MYkkihCdoRPqachQQeeZNaSRT6iTp1XN4ok0P+qHQxRVM1e/DCQqknAWu7gyQGsvf3kL8y+vHym84CeVRrAjHy0V+zKAK4SIC6FFBsGIzTRAWVJ8N8RgJhJUOqqDz+Hoa/k+6ZdOumOXraql1kSWTB0fgGJwCG9RBC1yBNugADEbgATyCJ+PeeDZejNdla87IZg7BDxhvn0Bfkow=</latexit>

k3
<latexit sha1_base64="TtMtm8cpCbGVhpyGPtz0rnfcuNo=">AAAB9XicdVDLSsNAFJ3UV62vqks3g0VwISHpw7a7ohuXFW0ttKFMJpN26GQSZiaVEvoJbnXlTtz6PS78F6dpBBU9cOFwzr3ce48bMSqVZb0buZXVtfWN/GZha3tnd6+4f9CVYSww6eCQhaLnIkkY5aSjqGKkFwmCApeRO3dyufDvpkRIGvJbNYuIE6ARpz7FSGnpZjKsDIsly6zV641KFVqmlUKTZrNRq51DO1NKIEN7WPwYeCGOA8IVZkjKvm1FykmQUBQzMi8MYkkihCdoRPqachQQeeZNaSRT6iTp1XN4ok0P+qHQxRVM1e/DCQqknAWu7gyQGsvf3kL8y+vHym84CeVRrAjHy0V+zKAK4SIC6FFBsGIzTRAWVJ8N8RgJhJUOqqDz+Hoa/k+6ZdOumOXraql1kSWTB0fgGJwCG9RBC1yBNugADEbgATyCJ+PeeDZejNdla87IZg7BDxhvn0Huko0=</latexit>

k4
<latexit sha1_base64="oGIPiSW8tSR2hITAQXd7lOjGsyw=">AAAB9XicdVDLSsNAFJ3UV62vqks3g0VwISHpw7a7ohuXFW0ttKFMJpN26GQSZiaVEvoJbnXlTtz6PS78F6dpBBU9cOFwzr3ce48bMSqVZb0buZXVtfWN/GZha3tnd6+4f9CVYSww6eCQhaLnIkkY5aSjqGKkFwmCApeRO3dyufDvpkRIGvJbNYuIE6ARpz7FSGnpZjKsDosly6zV641KFVqmlUKTZrNRq51DO1NKIEN7WPwYeCGOA8IVZkjKvm1FykmQUBQzMi8MYkkihCdoRPqachQQeeZNaSRT6iTp1XN4ok0P+qHQxRVM1e/DCQqknAWu7gyQGsvf3kL8y+vHym84CeVRrAjHy0V+zKAK4SIC6FFBsGIzTRAWVJ8N8RgJhJUOqqDz+Hoa/k+6ZdOumOXraql1kSWTB0fgGJwCG9RBC1yBNugADEbgATyCJ+PeeDZejNdla87IZg7BDxhvn0N9ko4=</latexit>

k1
<latexit sha1_base64="NSYvDK9j+dhw43fhavs0cnFt7V4=">AAAB9XicdVDLSsNAFJ3UV62vqks3g0VwISHpw7a7ohuXFW0ttKFMJpN26GQSZiaVEvoJbnXlTtz6PS78F6dpBBU9cOFwzr3ce48bMSqVZb0buZXVtfWN/GZha3tnd6+4f9CVYSww6eCQhaLnIkkY5aSjqGKkFwmCApeRO3dyufDvpkRIGvJbNYuIE6ARpz7FSGnpZjK0h8WSZdbq9UalCi3TSqFJs9mo1c6hnSklkKE9LH4MvBDHAeEKMyRl37Yi5SRIKIoZmRcGsSQRwhM0In1NOQqIPPOmNJIpdZL06jk80aYH/VDo4gqm6vfhBAVSzgJXdwZIjeVvbyH+5fVj5TechPIoVoTj5SI/ZlCFcBEB9KggWLGZJggLqs+GeIwEwkoHVdB5fD0N/yfdsmlXzPJ1tdS6yJLJgyNwDE6BDeqgBa5AG3QABiPwAB7Bk3FvPBsvxuuyNWdkM4fgB4y3Tz7Qkos=</latexit>

e�2⇡E3T⌧
<latexit sha1_base64="CAwlcj/2GbeO40FMKCk7AA7sdyM="></latexit>

e�2⇡E4T⌧
<latexit sha1_base64="7q6mMzorse9X+rRSzTYFjU89Lhw="></latexit>

e2⇡E2T⌧
<latexit sha1_base64="6wKvsSdnKDH5YiMAbpfCIKUMz0w="></latexit>

e2⇡E2T⌧e�2⇡E3T⌧e�2⇡E4T⌧ = e�2⇡E1T⌧

if
Ea = ✏a/U

and
✏1 + ✏2 = ✏3 + ✏4

<latexit sha1_base64="XsN9Qhh4e0JAxGTjNb5WCAZmLNk="></latexit>

SYK behavior in a
Planckian metal as T ! 0

with a remnant Fermi surface:
G(k,!) = GSYK(✏k, ~!/(kBT )),

with Ek = ✏k/U
<latexit sha1_base64="Dxidr043Iv1+wV0UJodKBFxJzw4="></latexit>



Incoherent metal

For long times ⌧ > 0

D
ck(⌧)c

†
k(0)

E
= e⇡E

Ap
⌧D

c†k(⌧)ck(0)
E
= e�⇡E Ap

⌧

The parameter E is independent of k,
and determined by the total density

<latexit sha1_base64="Z0rLfNaRpTWdXHQ0aMUhUNSPOy0="></latexit>



For long times ⌧ > 0

D
ck(⌧)c

†
k(0)

E
= e⇡ ✏k/U Ap

⌧D
c†k(⌧)ck(0)

E
= e�⇡ ✏k/U Ap

⌧

The particle-hole asymmetry changes as
we cross the Fermi surface

<latexit sha1_base64="frjFo9CZOPbeoyGBW0whH4wk+7k="></latexit>

Planckian metal
with remnant Fermi surface



The complex SYK model

�ImGR(!)
<latexit sha1_base64="/btafezNZH7m/kkNQAcXE4wBJqc=">AAACAHicbVC7TsMwFHXKq5RXgIGBxaJCKgNVAkgwVjAAW0H0ITWhcly3tWrHke0gqigLv8LCAEKsfAYbf4PbZoCWI13p6Jx7de89QcSo0o7zbeXm5hcWl/LLhZXVtfUNe3OrrkQsMalhwYRsBkgRRkNS01Qz0owkQTxgpBEMLkZ+44FIRUV4p4cR8TnqhbRLMdJGats7hx4PxGNyzVN4eX8LS57gpIcO2nbRKTtjwFniZqQIMlTb9pfXETjmJNSYIaVarhNpP0FSU8xIWvBiRSKEB6hHWoaGiBPlJ+MHUrhvlA7sCmkq1HCs/p5IEFdqyAPTyZHuq2lvJP7ntWLdPfMTGkaxJiGeLOrGDGoBR2nADpUEazY0BGFJza0Q95FEWJvMCiYEd/rlWVI/KrvHZffmpFg5z+LIg12wB0rABaegAq5AFdQABil4Bq/gzXqyXqx362PSmrOymW3wB9bnDxeYlW4=</latexit>

~!/(kBT )
<latexit sha1_base64="kunjN0PyYGJToeUrlSRcNKJCI5s=">AAAB/HicbVDLSsNAFJ34rPUV7dLNYBHqpiYq6LLUjcsKfUETwmQ6aYdOZsLMRAih/oobF4q49UPc+TdO2yy09cCFwzn3cu89YcKo0o7zba2tb2xubZd2yrt7+weH9tFxV4lUYtLBggnZD5EijHLS0VQz0k8kQXHISC+c3M383iORigre1llC/BiNOI0oRtpIgV3xxiGSnojJCF3UJkETts8Du+rUnTngKnELUgUFWoH95Q0FTmPCNWZIqYHrJNrPkdQUMzIte6kiCcITNCIDQzmKifLz+fFTeGaUIYyENMU1nKu/J3IUK5XFoemMkR6rZW8m/ucNUh3d+jnlSaoJx4tFUcqgFnCWBBxSSbBmmSEIS2puhXiMJMLa5FU2IbjLL6+S7mXdvaq7D9fVRrOIowROwCmoARfcgAa4By3QARhk4Bm8gjfryXqx3q2PReuaVcxUwB9Ynz8ptJPK</latexit>

E = 0
<latexit sha1_base64="FqnpYyJCCEkYCdrjTD+IwnTvPEg=">AAAB+XicbVDLSgMxFL1TX7W+Rl26CRbBVZlRQTdCUQSXFewD2qFk0kwbmmSGJFMoQ//EjQtF3Pon7vwbM+0stHogcDjnXu7JCRPOtPG8L6e0srq2vlHerGxt7+zuufsHLR2nitAmiXmsOiHWlDNJm4YZTjuJoliEnLbD8W3utydUaRbLRzNNaCDwULKIEWys1HfdnsBmRDDP7mboGnmVvlv1at4c6C/xC1KFAo2++9kbxCQVVBrCsdZd30tMkGFlGOF0VumlmiaYjPGQdi2VWFAdZPPkM3RilQGKYmWfNGiu/tzIsNB6KkI7mefUy14u/ud1UxNdBRmTSWqoJItDUcqRiVFeAxowRYnhU0swUcxmRWSEFSbGlpWX4C9/+S9pndX885r/cFGt3xR1lOEIjuEUfLiEOtxDA5pAYAJP8AKvTuY8O2/O+2K05BQ7h/ALzsc31X6SeA==</latexit>

E = 0.26
<latexit sha1_base64="aoZ9+xggb/LUlJ3AzTCiYyAmsIk=">AAAB/HicbVDLSsNAFL2pr1pf0S7dDBbBVUiqqBuhKILLCvYBbSiT6aQdOnkwMxFCqL/ixoUibv0Qd/6NkzYLbT0wcDjnXu6Z48WcSWXb30ZpZXVtfaO8Wdna3tndM/cP2jJKBKEtEvFIdD0sKWchbSmmOO3GguLA47TjTW5yv/NIhWRR+KDSmLoBHoXMZwQrLQ3Maj/Aakwwz26n6ArZVv28MjBrtmXPgJaJU5AaFGgOzK/+MCJJQENFOJay59ixcjMsFCOcTiv9RNIYkwke0Z6mIQ6odLNZ+Ck61soQ+ZHQL1Ropv7eyHAgZRp4ejKPKhe9XPzP6yXKv3QzFsaJoiGZH/ITjlSE8ibQkAlKFE81wUQwnRWRMRaYKN1XXoKz+OVl0q5bzqnl3J/VGtdFHWU4hCM4AQcuoAF30IQWEEjhGV7hzXgyXox342M+WjKKnSr8gfH5Azjhkyw=</latexit>
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The complex SYK model
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Resonant SYK model

Resistivity of a Planckian metal as T ! 0

From the Kubo formula, in the large N limit
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where

m⇤ =
d VFSH
FS |vF |

,

where d is spatial dimensionality and VFS is the volume enclosed by
the Fermi surface. For a circular Fermi surface, this is the usual m⇤.
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The random ki dependence of U allows only

interactions resonant in the bare quasiparticle energies
with ✏k1 + ✏k2 = ✏k3 + ✏k4 .
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Resonant SYK model
Resistivity of a Planckian metal as T ! 0

⇢ =
m⇤

ne2
2.71

kBT

~

Note that all explicit dependence on U has cancelled out!

The number is defined by Ek = ✏k/U as |✏k| ! 0. This is de-
termined by UV physics, and is weakly dependent upon the energy
width of the interactions WU/U .
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Resonant SYK model
In an independent momentum shell model, WU/U ! 0,

U(k1, k2, k3, k4)U⇤(k5, k6, k7, k8) =
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= 0.41 as in a single SYK model,
and we obtain a Planckian metal with
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• Planckian dynamics, i.e. ~!/(kBT ) scaling of response functions and fastest

possible local thermalization in a time ⇠ ~/(kBT )), is realized in the ‘solvable’

SYK models.

• Resonant SYK models are compressible and dispersive quantum systems with

Planckian dynamics as T ! 0.

• The resonance condition is supported by a RG argument: non-resonant inter-

actions mainly renormalize the underlying quasiparticle dispersion ✏k, while
resonant interactions have to be treated self-consistently.

• Resonant SYK models realize Planckian metals with remnant large Fermi sur-

face at ✏k = 0, and an e↵ective mass m⇤
defined by the dispersion of ✏k.

• Planckian metals have a resistivity ⇢ ⇠ (m⇤/(ne2))kBT/~.

• The low energy quantum theory of charged black holes in

Einstein-Maxwell theory co-incides with that of

complex SYK models as the (Hawking) temperature ! 0.
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Planckian metals with a remnant Fermi surface

S. Sachdev, arXiv:1902.04078

• Planckian dynamics, i.e. ~!/(kBT ) scaling of response functions and fastest
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