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on, inelastic neutron scattering demonstrate that there is no long-
range antiferromagnetic order for the reduced samples in the dop-
ing range from x ¼ 0:13–0.18 but that the large magnetic fluctua-
tions provide some indications of its role for a possible pairing
mechanism. Although similar studies of antiferromagnetism and
superconductivity are made difficult by the severe difficulties
encountered in their growth, a similar temperature-doping phase
diagram for the IL Sr1"xLaxCuO2 polycrystalline samples has been
gathered by Ishawata et al. [19] from a few rare data in the

literature. The phase diagram already presented in Fig. 3(a) shows
TNðxÞ behaving very similarly to the T0 phase with a very similar
sharp transition between the antiferromagnetic and the supercon-
ducting samples.

In Fig. 5, we compare the phase diagrams of the T0 phase with
that of hole-doped La2"xSrxCuO4 underlining in particular the
extent of the doping range for the antiferromagnetic phase on
the electron-doped side and the very narrow range for cerium
contents with superconductivity. One can also observe the pseu-
dogap line which will be described in Section 4.1 and a zone (in
light blue) where magnetic correlations are strong but long-range
order does not set in as will be discussed in Section 4.5. Despite
an apparent asymmetry in these phase diagrams, the most
important message of this schematic is the presence of
antiferromagnetism and superconductivity on either side, sug-
gesting that the mechanism modifying the electronic properties
and leading to superconductivity is most probably the same for
both types of doping. Of course, there are many differences in
these phase diagrams: for example, the pseudogap signatures in
the physical properties are quite different in electron- and hole-
doped cuprates. There are solid evidence of two-band-like beha-
viours in the transport properties of electron-doped cuprates
while only hole-type carriers are observed for hole-doped cup-
rates (except at very large doping [30]). Moreover, hole-doped
cuprates present a wealth of electronic phases like stripe order,
charge-density waves, . . .[1] that have not yet been confirmed
in electron-doped cuprates and may be absent (and perhaps
irrelevant for the mechanism of superconductivity).

We should underline that Sr in SrCuO2 can be substituted by iso-
valent Ca as shown first by Siegrist et al. [31]. In fact, it was the first
report on the growth of the IL structure in the Sr1"yCayCuO2 system
as the addition of Ca allows one to stabilize the IL crystal structure
and favour the growth of small Ca0.86Sr0.14CuO2 single crystals. We
should underline also that CaCuO2 do exists in the IL structure and
has been inserted successfully in (CaCuO2)n/(SrTiO3)m and
(SrCuO2)n/(BaCuO2)m heterostructures with surprising results like
superconductivity up to 70 K [32,33].

3. Growth and reduction

The growth of T0 and IL electron-doped cuprates is generally
complicated by the stability of other related oxide phases that
compete in the temperature-composition phase diagram.3 These
oxide phases can even be intercalated in the bulk as an epitaxial
layer and are difficult to eliminate completely. In fact, in some
instances, they may appear during the post-annealing process.
Unfortunately, these competing phases can lead to many erroneous
conclusions on the physical properties and extra care has been taken
in recent years to improve the quality of the materials. Moreover, the
post-annealing required for the reduction is tricky as it involves
removing a tiny amount of oxygen in conditions approaching the
decomposition line of the phase. In here, we will simply enumerate
separately the typical route used to grow high quality single crys-
talline samples for the T0 and IL compounds, namely single crystals
and epitaxial thin films. We will then discuss the reduction condi-
tions and the resulting structural impacts.

3.1. T0 single crystal growth

Single crystals of the T0 phase have mostly been grown success-
fully by two different methods: in-flux solidification and travelling-
solvent floating zone (TSFZ). The first group of techniques involves
the directional growth of millimeter size high-quality single crystals

Fig. 4. (a) Temperature-doping phase diagram of Nd2"xCexCuO4 polycrystalline
samples obtained by muon spin resonance [2] showing the Néel temperature TN

and the superconducting transition Tc as a function of doping. (b) Temperature-
doping phase diagram for as-grown (solid circles) and reduced (open symbols)
Nd2"xCexCuO4 single crystals. The solid grey circles result from a shift assuming that
oxygen removal provides additional carriers (electrons). Adapted from Ref. [29].

Fig. 5. Schematic of the phase diagrams comparing hole-doped La2"xSrxCuO4 and
electron-doped Ln2"xCexCuO4. The diagram shows the doping range for supercon-
ductivity (in red), antiferromagnetism (in blue) and T%ðxÞ as the pseudogap line
(Section 4.1). In the light blue region above the superconducting dome, strong
magnetic correlations without long-range order persist (Section 4.5). Adapted from
Ref. [6]. (For interpretation of the references to colour in this figure legend, the
reader is referred to the web version of this article.)

3 In the case of thin films, the growth phase diagram involves also oxygen pressure.
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The presence or absence of a quantum critical point and its location in the phase diagram of high-
temperature superconductors have been subjects of intense scrutiny. Clear evidence for quantum
criticality, particularly in the transport properties, has proved elusive because the important low-
temperature region is masked by the onset of superconductivity. We present measurements of the
low-temperature in-plane resistivity of several highly doped La2–xSrxCuO4 single crystals in which
the superconductivity had been stripped away by using high magnetic fields. In contrast to other
quantum critical systems, the resistivity varies linearly with temperature over a wide doping range
with a gradient that scales monotonically with the superconducting transition temperature. It is
maximal at a critical doping level (pc) ~ 0.19 at which superconductivity is most robust. Moreover,
its value at pc corresponds to the onset of quasi-particle incoherence along specific momentum
directions, implying that the interaction that first promotes high-temperature superconductivity
may ultimately destroy the very quasi-particle states involved in the superconducting pairing.

An important theme in strongly correlated
electron systems is quantum criticality
and the associated quantum phase tran-

sitions that occur at zero temperature upon tuning
a nonthermal control parameter, g(e.g., pressure,
magnetic field H or composition), through a
critical value, gc. One feature of such a system is
the influence that critical fluctuations have on
the physical properties over a wide region in
the (T, g) phase diagram above the quantum
critical point (QCP), inside which the system
shows marked deviations from conventional
Landau Fermi-liquid behavior. A number of can-
didate non–Fermi-liquid systems have emerged,
particularly in the heavy fermion family (1), al-
though there are others, for example, certain
transition metal oxides (2 ), that display similar
characteristics.

The physics of copper-oxide high-temperature
superconductors may also be governed by prox-
imity to a QCP. The generic temperature-doping
(T, p) phase diagram resembles that seen in the
heavy fermions, with an apparent funnel-shaped
region that either pierces or skirts the supercon-
ducting dome (3 ). Above this region, cuprates
display an in-plane resistivity, rab, that varies
linearly with temperature over a wide tempera-
ture (4 ) yet narrow doping (5 ) range. This T-linear

resistivity has been widely interpreted, in tan-
dem with other anomalous transport properties
(6 ), as a manifestation of scale-invariant physics
borne out of proximity to the QCP. This view-
point has remained untested, largely because of
the high upper critical field Hc2 values in high-
Tc cuprates that restrict access to the important
limiting low-temperature region below Tc(p).
We used a combination of persistent and pulsed
high magnetic fields to expose the normal state
of La2–xSrxCuO4 (LSCO) over a wide doping
and temperature range and studied the evolution
of rab(T) with carrier density, from the slightly
underdoped (p= 0.15) to the heavily overdoped
(p= 0.33) region of the phase diagram. Our anal-
ysis reveals the presence of a singular doping
concentration in LSCO at which the electronic
response changes, although in a manner distinct
from that observed in other candidate quantum
critical systems.

In-plane resistivity of La2 –xSrxCuO4 . A series
of high-field rab(T, H) measurements were car-
ried out on overdoped LSCO single crystals with
doping levels of p= 0.18, 0.21, and 0.23 (labeled
hereafter LSCO18, LSCO21, and LSCO23, re-
spectively) with the field aligned perpendicular
to the CuO2 planes in order to suppress the su-
perconductivity. Figure 1A shows the rab(T, H)
data obtained on LSCO23. In order to track the
temperature dependence of the zero-field resistivity
r(T, 0) below Tc, we used a simple, transparent
technique to extrapolate the high-field rab(T, H)
data to the zero-field axis (Fig. 1B). The re-
sultant r(T, 0) values, plotted in Fig. 1C together
with the zero-field rab(T) curve below 70 K,
are found to exhibit a T-linear dependence down
to 1.5 K. For comparison, we also plotted the ab-
solute values of r(T, 48) at a fixed high field of
48 T obtained directly from the vertical dashed
line in Fig. 1A. The temperature dependence of

the latter (analysis-free) values is identical to that
of r(T, 0) and is consistent with earlier 60-T data
taken on LSCO22 (7 ), showing that the anal-
ysis itself has not introduced any additional,
artificial temperature dependence in r(T, 0). Sim-
ilar pulsed-field measurements and analysis were
carried out for the two other doping levels as
summarized in fig. S1.

Figure 2 shows the resultant r(T, 0) values
plus zero-field rab(T) data for seven different
concentrations ranging from optimal doping
(p= 0.17) to the heavily overdoped, nonsuper-
conducting region (p= 0.33). The gradual cross-
over in the temperature dependence of rab(T),
from quasi-linear for LSCO17 to approximately
quadratic for LSCO33, is evident in the raw data
and is consistent with previous studies carried
out above Tc (5 , 8 , 9 ). At low temperatures, how-
ever, rab(T) develops predominantly T-linear
behavior for the entire doping range 0.18 ≤ p≤
0.29 [for p= 0.17, data exists only above Tc(H =
0)]. Although evidence for a low-T T-linear re-
sistivity has emerged for single doping concen-
trations in both electron- (10 ) and hole-doped
(11, 12 ) cuprates, our measurements show that
the low-T linearity in fact persists over a broad
range of doping.

Single-component analysis. In heavy fermi-
on systems, Dr(T), the T-dependent part of r(T),
is often described by a single term anT

nwhose
exponent n(T, H) evolves from the Fermi-liquid
value n= 2 to some anomalous value less than 2
over a narrow temperature and magnetic field
window (13 –15 ). The anomalous exponent in
Dr(T) persists to low temperatures only at the
critical field, Hc. In Fig. 3, we plotted a com-
parative n(T, p) = d(lnDr)/d(ln T) for LSCO by
using the resistivity curves shown in Fig. 2.

For T > 50 K, the resultant phase diagram re-
sembles that seen in prototypical quantum critical
systems, with a narrow region in which rab(T) is
approximately (although not strictly) T-linear sep-
arated from a region where rab(T) varies approx-
imately as T2. As the temperature is lowered,
however, the situation becomes markedly dif-
ferent. Rather than collapsing to a single (critical)
point, the T-linear region in LSCO fans out and
dominates the low-T response. Intriguingly, this
T-linear regime (or more precisely, the region
where n < 1.1) is coincident with both the Tc
parabola (long-dashed white line) and the super-
conducting fluctuation regime (short-dashed white
line) and has thus been obscured until now by
the veil of superconductivity.

Dual-component analysis. Previously, Drab(T)
in overdoped, hole-doped cuprates has been ex-
pressed either as above, that is, as anT

n (1 ≤
n≤ 2) (16 ), or as the sum of two components,
a1T + a2T

2 (11, 17 , 18 ). In fig. S2, we describe
in detail why the latter is in fact the more ap-
propriate expression for LSCO. In Fig. 4, A and
B, we show the doping dependences of a1 and
a2, respectively, for two different fitting proto-
cols. The solid squares are coefficients obtained
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where n < 1.1) is coincident with both the Tc
parabola (long-dashed white line) and the super-
conducting fluctuation regime (short-dashed white
line) and has thus been obscured until now by
the veil of superconductivity.

Dual-component analysis. Previously, Drab(T)
in overdoped, hole-doped cuprates has been ex-
pressed either as above, that is, as anT

n (1 ≤
n≤ 2) (16 ), or as the sum of two components,
a1T + a2T

2 (11, 17 , 18 ). In fig. S2, we describe
in detail why the latter is in fact the more ap-
propriate expression for LSCO. In Fig. 4, A and
B, we show the doping dependences of a1 and
a2, respectively, for two different fitting proto-
cols. The solid squares are coefficients obtained
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From the resistivity, they determined the value of the
number ↵ defined by

⇢(T ) = ⇢0 + ↵
h

2e2

✓
T

TF

◆

where TF = (⇡~2/kB)(n/m⇤) and m⇤ is determined
from the specific heat. This expression is obtained from
the Drude form ⇢ = m⇤/(ne2⌧) and ~/⌧ = ↵ kBT .
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The perfectly linear temperature dependence of the electrical resistivity observed 

as T → 0 in a variety of metals close to a quantum critical point1,2,3,4 is a major 

puzzle of condensed matter physics5. Here we show that T-linear resistivity as         

T → 0 is a generic property of cuprates, associated with a universal scattering rate. 

We measured the low-temperature resistivity of the bi-layer cuprate 

Bi2Sr2CaCu2O8+δ and found that it exhibits a T-linear dependence with the       

same slope as in the single-layer cuprates Bi2Sr2CuO6+δ (ref. 6),                              

La1.6-xNd0.4SrxCuO4 (ref. 7) and La2-xSrxCuO4 (ref. 8), despite their very different 

Fermi surfaces and structural, superconducting and magnetic properties.                

We then show that the T-linear coefficient (per CuO2 plane), A1
☐, is given by the 

universal relation A1
☐ TF = h / 2e2, where e is the electron charge, h is the Planck 

constant and TF is the Fermi temperature. This relation, obtained by assuming that 

the scattering rate 1 / τ of charge carriers reaches the Planckian limit9,10, whereby  

ħ / τ = kB T, works not only for hole-doped cuprates6,7,8,11,12 but also for electron-

doped cuprates13,14, despite the different nature of their quantum critical point and 

strength of their electron correlations. 
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Table 1 | Slope of T-linear resistivity vs Planckian limit in seven materials.  

Comparison of the measured slope of the T-linear resistivity in the T = 0 limit,  

A1 , with the value predicted by the Planckian limit (Eq. 1; penultimate column), 

for four hole-doped cuprates (Bi2212, Bi2201, LSCO and Nd-LSCO), two 

electron-doped cuprates (PCCO and LCCO) and the organic conductor 

(TMTSF)2PF6 , as discussed in the text (and Supplementary Information).     

The ratio α of the experimental value, A1
☐ = A1 / d, over the predicted value,       

is given in the last column. Although A1
☐ varies by a factor 5, the ratio m* / n  

(~1/TF) is seen to vary by the same amount, so that α = 1.0 in all cases,        

within error bars. 
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The Hubbard Model

Will study on the square lattice
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occupied

Electron 
states 
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�

+

Fermi surface+antiferromagnetism

The electron spin polarization obeys

D
~S(r, ⌧)

E
= ~�(r, ⌧)eiK·r

where K = (⇡,⇡) is the
ordering wavevector.
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Fermi surface+antiferromagnetism

We use the operator equation (valid on each site i):

U

✓
n" �

1

2

◆✓
n# �

1

2

◆
= �2U

3
~S2 +

U

4
(1)

Then we decouple the interaction via

exp

 
2U

3

X

i

Z
d⌧ ~S2

i

!
=

Z
D ~Ji(⌧) exp

 
�
X

i

Z
d⌧


3

8U
~J2
i � ~Ji~Si

�!

(2)
We now integrate out the fermions, and look for the saddle point of the
resulting e↵ective action for ~Ji. At the saddle-point we find that the lowest
energy is achieved when the vector has opposite orientations on the A and
B sublattices. Anticipating this, we look for a continuum limit in terms of
a field ~�i where

~Ji = ~�i e
iK·ri (3)
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Fermi surface+antiferromagnetism

In this manner, we obtain the “spin-fermion” model

Z =

Z
Dc↵D~� exp (�S)

S =

Z
d⌧

X
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Fermi surface+antiferromagnetism
In the Hamiltonian form (ignoring, for now, the time depen-

dence of ~�), the coupling between ~� and the electrons takes

the form

Hsdw = �

X

k,q,↵,�

~�q · c†k+q,↵~�↵�ck+K,�

where ~� are the Pauli matrices, the boson momentum q is small,

while the fermion momenum k extends over the entire Brillouin

zone. In the antiferromagnetically ordered state, we may take

~� / (0, 0, 1) , and the electron dispersions obtained by diago-

nalizing H0 +Hsdw are

Ek± =
"k + "k+K

2
±

s✓
"k � "k+K

2

◆2

+ �2|~�|2

This leads to the Fermi surfaces shown in the following slides

as a function of increasing |~�|.
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Metal with “large” Fermi surface

Fermi surface+antiferromagnetism



Fermi surfaces translated by K = (�,�).

Fermi surface+antiferromagnetism



“Hot” spots

Fermi surface+antiferromagnetism



Fermi surface+antiferromagnetism

Electron and hole pockets in
antiferromagnetic phase with h~�i 6= 0
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FIG. 2 (color). (a) EDCs in-
tegrated in a region near the
!p"2, p"2# position. (b) EDCs
integrated in a region near the
!p , 0.3p# position. (c), (d), and
(e) EDCs from around the puta-
tive LDA Fermi surface for x !
0.04, 0.10, and 0.15 samples, re-
spectively.

spectral weight that develops along the zone diagonal for
the x ! 0.04 sample is gapped by $150 meV. This is
in contrast to near !p, 0.3p# [Fig. 2(b)], where there is
spectral weight at EF for x ! 0.04 doping levels. For x !
0.10, the zone diagonal spectral weight has moved closer
to EF and even stronger EF intensity has formed near
!p, 0.3p#. A weak dispersion is evident along the zone di-
agonal for the x ! 0.10 sample (not shown). At x ! 0.15
there is large near-EF weight and a strong dispersion
throughout the zone as detailed in our previous work
[14,15]. The small chemical potential shift !$150 meV#
seen by x-ray photoemission spectroscopy in NCCO by
Harima et al. [17] in this doping range is consistent with
our result where it appears that the band at !p, 0# moves
on order of this amount when doping from x ! 0 to
x ! 0.15.

Following our previous analysis of the optimally doped
compound [14], we construct Fermi surfaces by integrating
EDCs in a small window about EF !240 meV, 120 meV#
and plotting this quantity as a function of "k (Fig. 3). Con-
sistent with the above observation that spectral weight
along the zone diagonal is gapped for x ! 0.04, one can
see that it is only the states at !p, 0# that can contribute
to low-energy properties. Here, a Fermi “patch” indicates
that there is an extremely low-energy shallow band in this
part of the Brillouin zone. At x ! 0.10, weight at EF with
low intensity begins to appear near the zone diagonal. Near
!p, 0#, the “band” becomes deeper and the Fermi patch
becomes a Fermi surface. At x ! 0.15, the zone diago-
nal region has become intense. The full Fermi surface has
formed and only in the intensity-suppressed regions near
!0.65p, 0.3p# (and its symmetry-related points) at the in-
tersection of the Fermi surface with the antiferromagnetic
Brillouin zone boundary does the underlying Fermi surface
retain its anomalous properties [14].

We can gain more insight by looking at plots of the
EDCs around the putative LDA Fermi surface, as shown in
Figs. 2(c)–2(e). In Fig. 2(c), for x ! 0.04, a large broad
feature is gapped by $150 meV near the zone-diagonal re-
gion. As one proceeds around the ostensible LDA Fermi
surface, the high-energy feature loses spectral weight and

may disappear, while another feature pushes up at EF. It is
this second component that contacts EF near !p, 0.3p# to
form the small Fermi surface (FS) for the x ! 0.04 sample.
Similar behavior is seen in the x ! 0.10 and 0.15 plots;
the lowest-energy features become progressively sharper,
closer to and upon entering the metallic state. The fact
that there are two components supports our conjecture
that at low dopings the material can be characterized by a
small FS or electron pocket around !p, 0# (volume consis-
tent with x ! 0.04) with doping-induced spectral weight
at higher energy elsewhere in the zone. As the carrier con-
centration is increased, the !p, 0# FS deforms and a new
FS segment emerges. It derives from the diagonal fea-
ture progressively moving to EF, as seen by comparing
the bottom EDCs of Figs. 2(c)–2(e). These two segments
connect to form the LDA-like Fermi surface with volume
1.12 6 0.05.
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FIG. 3 (color). Fermi surface plots: (a) x ! 0.04, (b) x !
0.10, and (c) x ! 0.15. EDCs integrated in a 60 meV window
!240 meV, 120 meV# plotted as a function of "k. Data were
typically taken in the displayed upper octant and symmetrized
across the zone diagonal. (d) Panels showing doping dependent
“band structure.” Features are plotted for the doping levels and
momentum space regions where they can be resolved. We do
not include the slight low-energy shoulder of the x ! 0 sample,
as this is probably reflective of a small intrinsic doping level.
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We can (exactly) transform the Hubbard model to the “spin-fermion”

model: electrons ci↵ on the square lattice with dispersion
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where ⌘i = ±1 on the two sublattices. (For suitable V�, integrating

out the �
`
yields back the Hubbard model).

When �
`
(i) = (non-zero constant) independent of i, we have long-

range SDW order, which transforms the Fermi surfaces from large

to small.



For (fluctuating) SDW SRO, we transform to a
rotating reference frame using the SU(2) rotation Ri
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The Higgs field is the SDW order in the rotating reference frame.
Note that this representation is ambiguous up to a
SU(2) gauge transformation, Vi
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The simplest e↵ective Hamiltonian for the fermionic chargons is
the same as that for the electrons, with the SDW order replaced
by the Higgs field.
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IF we can transform to a rotating reference frame in whichH
a(i) =

a constant independent of i and time, THEN the  fermions in
the presence of (fluctuating) SDW SRO will inherit the small Fermi
surfaces of the electrons in the presence of SDW LRO.

Fluctuating SDW
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Field Symbol Statistics SU(2)gauge SU(2)spin U(1)e.m.charge

Electron c fermion 1 2 -1

AF order � boson 1 3 0

Chargon  fermion 2 1 -1

Spinon R or z boson 2̄ 2 0

Higgs H boson 3 1 0

TABLE I. Quantum numbers of the matter fields in L and Lg. The transformations under the SU(2)’s

are labelled by the dimension of the SU(2) representation, while those under the electromagnetic U(1)

are labeled by the U(1) charge. The antiferromagnetic spin correlations are characterized by � in (5.3).

The Higgs field determines local spin correlations via (5.12).

A summary of the charges carried by the fields in the resulting SU(2) gauge theory, Lg, is

in Table I. This rotating reference frame perspective was used in the early work by Shraiman

and Siggia on lightly-doped antiferromagnets [89, 90], although their attention was restricted to

phases with antiferromagnetic order. The importance of the gauge structure in phases without

antiferromagnetic order was clarified in Ref. [85].

Given the SU(2) gauge invariance associated with (5.6), when we express L in terms of  we

naturally obtain a SU(2) gauge theory with an emergent gauge field A
a

µ
= (Aa

⌧
,Aa), with a = 1, 2, 3.

We write the Lagrangian of the resulting gauge theory as [85–87]

Lg = L + LY + LR + LH . (5.9)

The first term for the  fermions descends directly from the Lc for the electrons
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and uses the same hopping terms for  as those for c, along with a minimal coupling to the SU(2)

gauge field. Inserting (5.6) into Lcn, we find that the resulting expression involves 2 complex Higgs

fields, Ha

x
and H
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, which are SU(2) adjoints; these are defined by
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and similarly for Ha

y
. Let us also note the inverse of (5.11)
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Particle content of theories

Spin density wave theory



SDW LRO
Reconstructed Fermi surface

SDW SRO
Large Fermi surface.

Increasing SDW order
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Antiferromagnetism in the  Hubbard Model
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Particle content of theories

SU(2) gauge theory
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on, inelastic neutron scattering demonstrate that there is no long-
range antiferromagnetic order for the reduced samples in the dop-
ing range from x ¼ 0:13–0.18 but that the large magnetic fluctua-
tions provide some indications of its role for a possible pairing
mechanism. Although similar studies of antiferromagnetism and
superconductivity are made difficult by the severe difficulties
encountered in their growth, a similar temperature-doping phase
diagram for the IL Sr1"xLaxCuO2 polycrystalline samples has been
gathered by Ishawata et al. [19] from a few rare data in the

literature. The phase diagram already presented in Fig. 3(a) shows
TNðxÞ behaving very similarly to the T0 phase with a very similar
sharp transition between the antiferromagnetic and the supercon-
ducting samples.

In Fig. 5, we compare the phase diagrams of the T0 phase with
that of hole-doped La2"xSrxCuO4 underlining in particular the
extent of the doping range for the antiferromagnetic phase on
the electron-doped side and the very narrow range for cerium
contents with superconductivity. One can also observe the pseu-
dogap line which will be described in Section 4.1 and a zone (in
light blue) where magnetic correlations are strong but long-range
order does not set in as will be discussed in Section 4.5. Despite
an apparent asymmetry in these phase diagrams, the most
important message of this schematic is the presence of
antiferromagnetism and superconductivity on either side, sug-
gesting that the mechanism modifying the electronic properties
and leading to superconductivity is most probably the same for
both types of doping. Of course, there are many differences in
these phase diagrams: for example, the pseudogap signatures in
the physical properties are quite different in electron- and hole-
doped cuprates. There are solid evidence of two-band-like beha-
viours in the transport properties of electron-doped cuprates
while only hole-type carriers are observed for hole-doped cup-
rates (except at very large doping [30]). Moreover, hole-doped
cuprates present a wealth of electronic phases like stripe order,
charge-density waves, . . .[1] that have not yet been confirmed
in electron-doped cuprates and may be absent (and perhaps
irrelevant for the mechanism of superconductivity).

We should underline that Sr in SrCuO2 can be substituted by iso-
valent Ca as shown first by Siegrist et al. [31]. In fact, it was the first
report on the growth of the IL structure in the Sr1"yCayCuO2 system
as the addition of Ca allows one to stabilize the IL crystal structure
and favour the growth of small Ca0.86Sr0.14CuO2 single crystals. We
should underline also that CaCuO2 do exists in the IL structure and
has been inserted successfully in (CaCuO2)n/(SrTiO3)m and
(SrCuO2)n/(BaCuO2)m heterostructures with surprising results like
superconductivity up to 70 K [32,33].

3. Growth and reduction

The growth of T0 and IL electron-doped cuprates is generally
complicated by the stability of other related oxide phases that
compete in the temperature-composition phase diagram.3 These
oxide phases can even be intercalated in the bulk as an epitaxial
layer and are difficult to eliminate completely. In fact, in some
instances, they may appear during the post-annealing process.
Unfortunately, these competing phases can lead to many erroneous
conclusions on the physical properties and extra care has been taken
in recent years to improve the quality of the materials. Moreover, the
post-annealing required for the reduction is tricky as it involves
removing a tiny amount of oxygen in conditions approaching the
decomposition line of the phase. In here, we will simply enumerate
separately the typical route used to grow high quality single crys-
talline samples for the T0 and IL compounds, namely single crystals
and epitaxial thin films. We will then discuss the reduction condi-
tions and the resulting structural impacts.

3.1. T0 single crystal growth

Single crystals of the T0 phase have mostly been grown success-
fully by two different methods: in-flux solidification and travelling-
solvent floating zone (TSFZ). The first group of techniques involves
the directional growth of millimeter size high-quality single crystals

Fig. 4. (a) Temperature-doping phase diagram of Nd2"xCexCuO4 polycrystalline
samples obtained by muon spin resonance [2] showing the Néel temperature TN

and the superconducting transition Tc as a function of doping. (b) Temperature-
doping phase diagram for as-grown (solid circles) and reduced (open symbols)
Nd2"xCexCuO4 single crystals. The solid grey circles result from a shift assuming that
oxygen removal provides additional carriers (electrons). Adapted from Ref. [29].

Fig. 5. Schematic of the phase diagrams comparing hole-doped La2"xSrxCuO4 and
electron-doped Ln2"xCexCuO4. The diagram shows the doping range for supercon-
ductivity (in red), antiferromagnetism (in blue) and T%ðxÞ as the pseudogap line
(Section 4.1). In the light blue region above the superconducting dome, strong
magnetic correlations without long-range order persist (Section 4.5). Adapted from
Ref. [6]. (For interpretation of the references to colour in this figure legend, the
reader is referred to the web version of this article.)

3 In the case of thin films, the growth phase diagram involves also oxygen pressure.
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FIG. 2 (color). (a) EDCs in-
tegrated in a region near the
!p"2, p"2# position. (b) EDCs
integrated in a region near the
!p , 0.3p# position. (c), (d), and
(e) EDCs from around the puta-
tive LDA Fermi surface for x !
0.04, 0.10, and 0.15 samples, re-
spectively.

spectral weight that develops along the zone diagonal for
the x ! 0.04 sample is gapped by $150 meV. This is
in contrast to near !p, 0.3p# [Fig. 2(b)], where there is
spectral weight at EF for x ! 0.04 doping levels. For x !
0.10, the zone diagonal spectral weight has moved closer
to EF and even stronger EF intensity has formed near
!p, 0.3p#. A weak dispersion is evident along the zone di-
agonal for the x ! 0.10 sample (not shown). At x ! 0.15
there is large near-EF weight and a strong dispersion
throughout the zone as detailed in our previous work
[14,15]. The small chemical potential shift !$150 meV#
seen by x-ray photoemission spectroscopy in NCCO by
Harima et al. [17] in this doping range is consistent with
our result where it appears that the band at !p, 0# moves
on order of this amount when doping from x ! 0 to
x ! 0.15.

Following our previous analysis of the optimally doped
compound [14], we construct Fermi surfaces by integrating
EDCs in a small window about EF !240 meV, 120 meV#
and plotting this quantity as a function of "k (Fig. 3). Con-
sistent with the above observation that spectral weight
along the zone diagonal is gapped for x ! 0.04, one can
see that it is only the states at !p, 0# that can contribute
to low-energy properties. Here, a Fermi “patch” indicates
that there is an extremely low-energy shallow band in this
part of the Brillouin zone. At x ! 0.10, weight at EF with
low intensity begins to appear near the zone diagonal. Near
!p, 0#, the “band” becomes deeper and the Fermi patch
becomes a Fermi surface. At x ! 0.15, the zone diago-
nal region has become intense. The full Fermi surface has
formed and only in the intensity-suppressed regions near
!0.65p, 0.3p# (and its symmetry-related points) at the in-
tersection of the Fermi surface with the antiferromagnetic
Brillouin zone boundary does the underlying Fermi surface
retain its anomalous properties [14].

We can gain more insight by looking at plots of the
EDCs around the putative LDA Fermi surface, as shown in
Figs. 2(c)–2(e). In Fig. 2(c), for x ! 0.04, a large broad
feature is gapped by $150 meV near the zone-diagonal re-
gion. As one proceeds around the ostensible LDA Fermi
surface, the high-energy feature loses spectral weight and

may disappear, while another feature pushes up at EF. It is
this second component that contacts EF near !p, 0.3p# to
form the small Fermi surface (FS) for the x ! 0.04 sample.
Similar behavior is seen in the x ! 0.10 and 0.15 plots;
the lowest-energy features become progressively sharper,
closer to and upon entering the metallic state. The fact
that there are two components supports our conjecture
that at low dopings the material can be characterized by a
small FS or electron pocket around !p, 0# (volume consis-
tent with x ! 0.04) with doping-induced spectral weight
at higher energy elsewhere in the zone. As the carrier con-
centration is increased, the !p, 0# FS deforms and a new
FS segment emerges. It derives from the diagonal fea-
ture progressively moving to EF, as seen by comparing
the bottom EDCs of Figs. 2(c)–2(e). These two segments
connect to form the LDA-like Fermi surface with volume
1.12 6 0.05.
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FIG. 3 (color). Fermi surface plots: (a) x ! 0.04, (b) x !
0.10, and (c) x ! 0.15. EDCs integrated in a 60 meV window
!240 meV, 120 meV# plotted as a function of "k. Data were
typically taken in the displayed upper octant and symmetrized
across the zone diagonal. (d) Panels showing doping dependent
“band structure.” Features are plotted for the doping levels and
momentum space regions where they can be resolved. We do
not include the slight low-energy shoulder of the x ! 0 sample,
as this is probably reflective of a small intrinsic doping level.
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Correlation between Fermi surface transformations and superconductivity in the electron-doped
high-Tc superconductor Nd2−xCexCuO4
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Two critical points have been revealed in the normal-state phase diagram of the electron-doped cuprate
superconductor Nd2− xCexCuO4 by exploring the Fermi surface properties of high-quality single crystals by
high-field magnetotransport. First, the quantitative analysis of the Shubnikov-de Haas effect shows that the weak
superlattice potential responsible for the Fermi surface reconstruction in the overdoped regime extrapolates to
zero at the doping level xc = 0.175 corresponding to the onset of superconductivity. Second, the high-field Hall
coefficient exhibits a sharp drop right below optimal doping xopt = 0.145 where the superconducting transition
temperature is maximum. This drop is most likely caused by the onset of long-range antiferromagnetic ordering.
Thus the superconducting dome appears to be pinned by two critical points to the normal state phase diagram.

DOI: 10.1103/PhysRevB.92.094501 PACS number(s): 74.72.Ek, 71.18.+y, 72.15.Gd, 74.25.Jb

I. INTRODUCTION

In order to clarify the mechanism responsible for high-
temperature superconductivity in the superconducting (SC)
cuprates profound knowledge on the exact nature of the
underlying “normal,” i.e., nonsuperconducting state is manda-
tory. This long-standing issue, however, remains controversial.
Even for the relatively simple case of the electron-doped
cuprates Ln2− xCexCuO4 (Ln = Nd, Pr, Sm, La), where the
SC state emerges in direct neighborhood of a state with
commensurate antiferromagnetic (AF) order, it is not clear
whether the two states coexist and, if yes, to which extent [1].
For example, a number of neutron scattering studies have been
reported, providing arguments both for [2– 5] and against [6]
the coexistence. Angle-resolved photoemission spectroscopy
(ARPES) reveals a reconstruction of the Fermi surface by
a long-range commensurate, Q = (π/a,π/a), superlattice
potential VQ in the underdoped regime, which possibly
survives up to the optimal SC doping level xopt ≈ 0.15 [7– 10].
Magnetotransport studies go even further, indicating the
presence of two types of charge carriers [11– 20] and, hence,
a reconstructed Fermi surface even in the overdoped region of
the phase diagram. Based on the normal-state Hall and Seebeck
effects in Ln = Pr thin films a quantum critical point (QCP)
associated with the Fermi surface reconstruction was proposed
to lie under the SC dome in the overdoped range of the phase
diagram [11,16]. Finally, studies of the power-law temperature
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dependence of the resistivity in Ln = La films [21] have
suggested a QCP at exactly the SC critical doping level xc

on the overdoped side of the phase diagram.
For cuprate superconductors, sample quality or surface

effects are often invoked to explain apparently contradictory
results. Indeed, the crystalline quality and doping homogeneity
may be serious issues for thin films or for large crystal arrays
required, e.g., for neutron scattering experiments. Optical and
ARPES techniques are sensitive to surface properties. In this
respect, techniques based on magnetic quantum oscillations
have obvious advantages: they probe bulk properties and can
be performed on small single crystals, whose high quality is
already ensured by the very existence of quantum oscillations.

The first experiment on magnetoresistance quantum oscil-
lations (Shubnikov-de Haas, SdH effect) in Nd2− xCexCuO4
(NCCO) crystals [18] apparently corroborated the existence of
a QCP hidden under the SC dome on the overdoped side, i.e.,
between xopt and xc. However, subsequent more elaborate SdH
experiments [19,20] have further extended the range in which
the Fermi surface stays reconstructed up to at least x = 0.17,
the highest (though still SC) doping level attainable in bulk
NCCO crystals. Thus, while the existence of one or even more
critical points associated with a Fermi surface reconstruction
in the electron-doped cuprates is generally accepted [1,22– 24],
the question about their location with respect to the SC part of
the phase diagram and their possible relation to the SC pairing
remains open.

Here, we report systematic high-field magnetotransport
studies on high-quality NCCO crystals, which allow us to
precisely locate two critical doping levels in the normal-
state phase diagram of this material and correlate them
with the position of the SC dome. First, by performing
a quantitative analysis of SdH oscillations observed in the
magnetic-breakdown (MB) regime on overdoped samples, we
evaluate the small MB gap "MB ≃ VQ, separating the hole
and electron pockets of the reconstructed Fermi surface, as a
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function of x . The x dependence of the gap is found to mimic
that of the SC critical temperature Tc(x ), both extrapolating
to zero at the same characteristic doping level xc ≈ 0.175.
Second, we present high-field Hall resistance measurements
which, in combination with the SdH data, reveal a large energy
gap emerging in the system right below the optimal doping
level xopt = 0.145. Although the present data alone cannot give
a direct key to the microscopic origin of the detected Fermi
surface transformations, they provide a strong evidence of the
importance of these transformations for superconductivity.

II. EXPERIMENTAL PROCEDURES

The NCCO crystals with Ce concentrations 0.13 ! x !
0.17 were grown using the traveling solvent floating zone tech-
nique, annealed, and characterized as described in Ref. [25].
For each x , several single crystals showing the best residual
resistance ratios and narrow SC transitions were selected. The
electrical leads for magnetotransport experiments were made
using 10- or 20-µm-diameter annealed platinum wires glued to
the crystals using Epotek H20E silver-based conductive epoxy.
The typical contact resistance was ∼1–10 !. Different sample
shapes were chosen in order to optimize the geometrical
configuration for the quantum oscillation and Hall effect mea-
surements, respectively. Quantum oscillations of the interlayer
resistance were measured on samples having a small, ∼0.1
mm2, cross section in the plane of CuO2 layers and a length of
1–2 mm along the c axis, see Fig. 1(a). In the Hall effect studies,
the current was applied along the CuO2 layers. The samples
were prepared in the shape of a thin plate with a thickness of
0.05 mm along the c axis. The width and length of the plates
were 0.2–0.3 mm and 2–5 mm in the a and b directions, re-
spectively [see Fig. 1(b)]. Particular care was taken to achieve
low-resistance electrical contacts between the current leads
and the sample edges, ensuring a homogeneous current flow.

All the experiments were done in magnetic fields perpen-
dicular to the CuO2 layers. Most of the results were obtained
in pulsed magnetic fields. Additionally, measurements in
steady fields at precisely controlled temperatures were done
for evaluating effective cyclotron masses. In the Hall effect
experiments, magnetic-field sweeps of opposite polarities were

FIG. 1. (Color online) NCCO single crystals prepared for mea-
suring (a) the four-point interlayer resistance and (b) the in-plane
Hall resistance. In both cases, thin Pt wires are glued by silver-based
epoxy to the sample surface and the samples are fixed to a sapphire
substrate by Stycast 2850FT (blue).

always made in order to eliminate the even magnetoresistance
component.

III. SDH EFFECT IN THE MB REGIME

A. Experimental results and analysis

Figure 2 shows examples of SdH oscillations in the
interlayer resistance of optimally doped and overdoped
NCCO at T ≈ 2.5 K. For x " 0.15, the oscillations
contain two characteristic frequencies: Fα ≃ 250–300 T
and Fβ ≃ 11 kT. The slow α oscillations are associated
with orbits on the small hole pockets of the reconstructed
Fermi surface [18]. The fast β oscillations reveal a cyclotron
orbit, which is geometrically equivalent to that on the large
unreconstructed Fermi surface and arises from the MB
effect [19,20,26]. The fast oscillations are dominant at high
fields for x = 0.17 and rapidly diminish at decreasing doping.
For x = 0.15, they are about 100-times weaker than the slow
oscillations at the same field strength. At optimal doping,
xopt = 0.145, the α oscillations are ∼20% weaker than at
x = 0.15, whereas the β oscillations are no longer resolvable
above the noise level, #10−4 of the total resistance.

On the qualitative level, the observed behavior is easily
understood as a result of an enhancement of the superlattice
potential VQ, hence, of the MB gap with decreasing x .
Moreover, due to the very good signal-to-noise ratio of
our measurements, the data can be analyzed quantitatively,
allowing us to estimate the MB gap as a function of x . To this
end, we have applied the standard Lifshitz-Kosevich (LK) for-
malism [27,28], additionally taking into account the MB effect.

FIG. 2. (Color online) Black lines: SdH oscillations obtained on
NCCO crystals with different doping levels x at T ≈ 2.5 K. The
data are normalized to the nonoscillating field-dependent background
resistance Rbg. Red lines: fits to the experimental data made as
described in the text. The fitting parameters are given in Table I.
The calculated curves are vertically shifted by a small negative offset
for clarity. Inset in (b): enlarged view of the fast MB oscillations for
x = 0.15 after subtracting the slowly oscillating component.
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high-field magnetotransport. First, the quantitative analysis of the Shubnikov-de Haas effect shows that the weak
superlattice potential responsible for the Fermi surface reconstruction in the overdoped regime extrapolates to
zero at the doping level xc = 0.175 corresponding to the onset of superconductivity. Second, the high-field Hall
coefficient exhibits a sharp drop right below optimal doping xopt = 0.145 where the superconducting transition
temperature is maximum. This drop is most likely caused by the onset of long-range antiferromagnetic ordering.
Thus the superconducting dome appears to be pinned by two critical points to the normal state phase diagram.
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I. INTRODUCTION

In order to clarify the mechanism responsible for high-
temperature superconductivity in the superconducting (SC)
cuprates profound knowledge on the exact nature of the
underlying “normal,” i.e., nonsuperconducting state is manda-
tory. This long-standing issue, however, remains controversial.
Even for the relatively simple case of the electron-doped
cuprates Ln2− xCexCuO4 (Ln = Nd, Pr, Sm, La), where the
SC state emerges in direct neighborhood of a state with
commensurate antiferromagnetic (AF) order, it is not clear
whether the two states coexist and, if yes, to which extent [1].
For example, a number of neutron scattering studies have been
reported, providing arguments both for [2– 5] and against [6]
the coexistence. Angle-resolved photoemission spectroscopy
(ARPES) reveals a reconstruction of the Fermi surface by
a long-range commensurate, Q = (π/a,π/a), superlattice
potential VQ in the underdoped regime, which possibly
survives up to the optimal SC doping level xopt ≈ 0.15 [7– 10].
Magnetotransport studies go even further, indicating the
presence of two types of charge carriers [11– 20] and, hence,
a reconstructed Fermi surface even in the overdoped region of
the phase diagram. Based on the normal-state Hall and Seebeck
effects in Ln = Pr thin films a quantum critical point (QCP)
associated with the Fermi surface reconstruction was proposed
to lie under the SC dome in the overdoped range of the phase
diagram [11,16]. Finally, studies of the power-law temperature
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dependence of the resistivity in Ln = La films [21] have
suggested a QCP at exactly the SC critical doping level xc

on the overdoped side of the phase diagram.
For cuprate superconductors, sample quality or surface

effects are often invoked to explain apparently contradictory
results. Indeed, the crystalline quality and doping homogeneity
may be serious issues for thin films or for large crystal arrays
required, e.g., for neutron scattering experiments. Optical and
ARPES techniques are sensitive to surface properties. In this
respect, techniques based on magnetic quantum oscillations
have obvious advantages: they probe bulk properties and can
be performed on small single crystals, whose high quality is
already ensured by the very existence of quantum oscillations.

The first experiment on magnetoresistance quantum oscil-
lations (Shubnikov-de Haas, SdH effect) in Nd2− xCexCuO4
(NCCO) crystals [18] apparently corroborated the existence of
a QCP hidden under the SC dome on the overdoped side, i.e.,
between xopt and xc. However, subsequent more elaborate SdH
experiments [19,20] have further extended the range in which
the Fermi surface stays reconstructed up to at least x = 0.17,
the highest (though still SC) doping level attainable in bulk
NCCO crystals. Thus, while the existence of one or even more
critical points associated with a Fermi surface reconstruction
in the electron-doped cuprates is generally accepted [1,22– 24],
the question about their location with respect to the SC part of
the phase diagram and their possible relation to the SC pairing
remains open.

Here, we report systematic high-field magnetotransport
studies on high-quality NCCO crystals, which allow us to
precisely locate two critical doping levels in the normal-
state phase diagram of this material and correlate them
with the position of the SC dome. First, by performing
a quantitative analysis of SdH oscillations observed in the
magnetic-breakdown (MB) regime on overdoped samples, we
evaluate the small MB gap "MB ≃ VQ, separating the hole
and electron pockets of the reconstructed Fermi surface, as a
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• Quantum oscillation measurements show the pres-

ence of small hole pockets in the electron-doped su-

perconductor Nd2�xCexCuO4 at doping levels into

the overdoped regime until x = 0.17 (which corre-

sponds to the end of the superconducting dome).

• Antiferromagnetic order is only present up to a dopo-

ing x = 0.14.

• It has been assumed that this discrepancy could be

explained by field-induced antiferromagnetic order.
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• New photoemission measurements at zero magnetic
field show Fermi surfaces in quantitative agreement
with quantum oscillation measurements.

• The energy gap between the electron and hole pock-
ets collapses near x = 0.17 like an order parameter.

• “The totality of the data points to a mysterious or-
der between x = 0.14 and x = 0.17, whose appear-
ance favors the FS reconstruction and disappearance
defines the quantum critical doping. A recent topo-
logical proposal provides an ansatz for its origin.”
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Figure 1 | Fermi surface reconstruction in optimal-doped NCCO. a, Schematic diagram of a 238 
reconstructed Fermi surface with electron-like pockets near antinode and hole-like pockets near 239 
node. The dashed lines indicate the antiferromagnetic Brillouin zone. b, Schematic band dispersion 240 
along a momentum cut on the electron-like pocket (near hotspot), marked by the red arrow in (a). 241 
The original dispersion is split into conduction and valence bands by an AFM energy gap. The 242 
reconstructed bands bend back at the AFMZB. c, Schematic band dispersion along a momentum cut 243 
on the hole-like pocket (nodal cut), marked by the blue arrow in (a). The AFM energy gap is slightly 244 
above EF, but the folded band (back-bent hole band) disperses below EF. The gray (dashed) line in 245 
(b,c) represents the original (folded) band.  d-f, the same as a-c, but for the original Fermi surface 246 
without reconstruction. g-i, Photoemission intensity plot (g), second derivative image with respect 247 
to energy (h) and raw energy distribution curves (EDCs) (i) for optimal-doped NCCO, measured along 248 
a momentum cut on the electron-like pocket (near hotspot, labelled by the red arrow in the inset of 249 
h). Conduction and valence bands extracted from the EDCs (blue triangles in i) are also presented in 250 
g (black circles) and h (white circles). The EDC at the AFMZB is shown in red (i). The main band and 251 
folded band are marked by “MB” and “FB”, respectively. j-l, the same as g-i, but for the nodal cut 252 
(labelled by the blue arrow in the inset of h).  253 
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Spectral function of SU(2) gauge theory with topological order 

      Gap opening and back bending of the bands can be obtained in the absence of long-range order 

and translational symmetry breaking if the system exhibits topological order1,2. Fig. 7 shows an 

example of the calculated spectral function of an SU(2) gauge theory of fluctuating 

antiferromagnetism within the formalism of Ref. 2 for the parameters relevant to our experiments 

on NCCO.  

      The gap opening, band folding and back bending in the simulated spectral function are similar to 

those observed by ARPES, but there are also additional weak features inside the gap which are not 

visible in the experimental data.  

 

Figure 7 | Spectrum of SU(2) gauge theory with topological order. Spectral function 𝐴𝜔(𝑘) (b) 

along a momentum cut through the electron-like pocket (a). The parameters used in the simulation 

are: |𝐻0| = 0.06𝑡0 , 𝑇 = 0.006𝑡0 , Δ = 0.002𝑡0 , t0
′ = −0.45𝑡0 , 𝐽 = 0.1𝑡0 , 𝜂 = 0.003 𝑡0 , 𝑡 = 𝑍𝑡0 =

380meV and doping level of 𝑥 = 0.15. Please refer to Ref. 2 for the SU(2) gauge theory and the 

physical meaning of the parameters. 

Reference:  

1. Sachdev, S., Topological order and Fermi surface reconstruction. arXiv: 1801.01125v3 (2018). 

2. Scheurer, M. S. et al. Topological order in the pseudogap metal.  Proc. Nat. Acad. Sci. 115, 

E3665-E3672 (2018). 
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Prominent systems like the high-Tc cuprates and heavy fermions display intriguing features going beyond
the quasiparticle description. The Sachdev-Ye-Kitaev(SYK) model describes a 0 + 1D quantum cluster with
random all-to-all four-fermion interactions among N Fermion modes which becomes exactly solvable as N !

1, exhibiting a zero-dimensional non-Fermi liquid with emergent conformal symmetry and complete absence
of quasi-particles. Here we study a lattice of complex-fermion SYK dots with random inter-site quadratic

hopping. Combining the imaginary time path integral with real time path integral formulation, we obtain a
heavy Fermi liquid to incoherent metal crossover in full detail, including thermodynamics, low temperature
Landau quasiparticle interactions, and both electrical and thermal conductivity at all scales. We find linear in
temperature resistivity in the incoherent regime, and a Lorentz ratio L ⌘

⇢
T

varies between two universal values
as a function of temperature. Our work exemplifies an analytically controlled study of a strongly correlated
metal.

Introduction - Strongly correlated metals comprise an en-
during puzzle at the heart of condensed matter physics. Com-
monly a highly renormalized heavy Fermi liquid occurs be-
low a small coherence scale, while at higher temperatures a
broad incoherent regime pertains in which quasi-particle de-
scription fails[1–9]. Despite the ubiquity of this phenomenol-
ogy, strong correlations and quantum fluctuations make it
challenging to study. The exactly soluble SYK models pro-
vide a powerful framework to study such physics. The most-
studied SYK4 model, a 0 + 1D quantum cluster of N Ma-
jorana fermion modes with random all-to-all four-fermion
interactions[10–18] has been generalized to SYKq models
with q-fermion interactions. Subsequent works[19, 20] ex-
tended the SYK model to higher spatial dimensions by cou-
pling a lattice of SYK4 quantum clusters by additional four-
fermion “pair hopping” interactions. They obtained electrical
and thermal conductivities completely governed by di↵usive
modes and nearly temperature-independent behavior owing to
the identical scaling of the inter-dot and intra-dot couplings.

Here, we take one step closer to realism by considering a
lattice of complex-fermion SYK clusters with SYK4 intra-
cluster interaction of strength U0 and random inter-cluster
“SYK2” two-fermion hopping of strength t0[21–26]. Un-
like the previous higher dimensional SYK models where lo-
cal quantum criticality governs the entire low temperature
physics, here as we vary the temperature, two distinctive
metallic behaviors appear, resembling the previously men-
tioned heavy fermion systems. We assume t0 ⌧ U0, which
implies strong interactions, and focus on the correlated regime
T ⌧ U0. We show the system has a coherence temperature

scale Ec ⌘ t
2
0/U0[21, 27, 28] between a heavy Fermi liquid

and an incoherent metal. For T < Ec, the SYK2 induces a
Fermi liquid, which is however highly renormalized by the
strong interactions. For T > Ec, the system enters the incoher-
ent metal regime and the resistivity ⇢ depends linearly on tem-
perature. These results are strikingly similar to those of Par-
collet and Georges[29], who studied a variant SYK model ob-
tained in a double limit of infinite dimension and large N. Our
model is simpler, and does not require infinite dimensions. We
also obtain further results on the thermal conductivity , en-
tropy density and Lorentz ratio[30, 31] in this crossover. This
work bridges traditional Fermi liquid theory and the hydrody-
namical description of an incoherent metallic system.

SYK model and Imaginary-time formulation - We consider
a d-dimensional array of quantum dots, each with N species
of fermions labeled by i, j, k · · · ,

H =
X

x

X

i< j,k<l

Ui jkl,xc
†

ix
c
†

jx
c

kx
c

lx
+
X

hxx0i

X

i, j

ti j,xx0c
†

i,xc
j,x0 (1)

where Ui jkl,x = U
⇤

kli j,x and ti j,xx0 = t
⇤

ji,x0x are random zero mean
complex variables drawn from Gaussian distribution whose
variances |Ui jkl,x|

2 = 2U
2
0/N

3 and |ti j,x,x0 |
2 = t

2
0/N.

In the imaginary time formalism, one studies the partition
function Z = Tr e

��(H�µN), with N =
P

i,x c
†

i,xc
i,x, written as

a path integral over Grassman fields cix⌧, c̄ix⌧. Owing to the
self-averaging established for the SYK model at large N, it is
su�cient to study Z̄ =

R
[dc̄][dc]e�S c , with (repeated species

indices are summed over)

S c =
X

x

Z �

0
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Z �

0
d⌧1d⌧2

hX

x
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2
0

4N3 c̄ix⌧1 c̄ jx⌧1 ckx⌧1 clx⌧1 c̄lx⌧2 c̄kx⌧2 c jx⌧2 cix⌧2 +
X

hxx0i

t
2
0

N
c̄ix⌧1 c jx0⌧1 c̄ jx0⌧2 cix⌧2

i
. (2)

The basic features can be determined by a simple power- counting. Considering for simplicity µ = 0, starting from
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Strongly correlated metals comprise an enduring puzzle at the heart of condensed matter physics.
Commonly a highly renormalized heavy Fermi liquid occurs below a small coherence scale, while at
higher temperatures a broad incoherent regime pertains in which quasi-particle description fails. Despite
the ubiquity of this phenomenology, strong correlations and quantum fluctuations make it challenging to
study. The Sachdev-Ye-Kitaev(SYK) model describes a 0 + 1D quantum cluster with random all-to-all
four-fermion interactions among N Fermion modes which becomes exactly solvable as N ! 1, exhibiting
a zero-dimensional non-Fermi liquid with emergent conformal symmetry and complete absence of quasi-
particles. Here we study a lattice of complex-fermion SYK dots with random inter-site quadratic hopping.
Combining the imaginary time path integral with real time path integral formulation, we obtain a heavy
Fermi liquid to incoherent metal crossover in full detail, including thermodynamics, low temperature
Landau quasiparticle interactions, and both electrical and thermal conductivity at all scales. We find
linear in temperature resistivity in the incoherent regime, and a Lorentz ratio L ⌘

⇢
T

varies between two
universal values as a function of temperature. Our work exemplifies an analytically controlled study of a
strongly correlated metal.

Prominent systems like the high-Tc cuprates and heavy
fermions display intriguing features going beyond the quasi-
particle description[1–9]. The exactly soluble SYK models
provide a powerful framework to study such physics. The
most-studied SYK4 model, a 0 + 1D quantum cluster of N

Majorana fermion modes with random all-to-all four-fermion
interactions[10–18] has been generalized to SYKq models
with q-fermion interactions. Subsequent works[19, 20] ex-
tended the SYK model to higher spatial dimensions by cou-
pling a lattice of SYK4 quantum clusters by additional four-
fermion “pair hopping” interactions. They obtained electrical
and thermal conductivities completely governed by di↵usive
modes and nearly temperature-independent behavior owing to
the identical scaling of the inter-dot and intra-dot couplings.

Here, we take one step closer to realism by considering a
lattice of complex-fermion SYK clusters with SYK4 intra-
cluster interaction of strength U0 and random inter-cluster
“SYK2” two-fermion hopping of strength t0[21–25]. Un-
like the previous higher dimensional SYK models where lo-
cal quantum criticality governs the entire low temperature
physics, here as we vary the temperature, two distinctive
metallic behaviors appear, resembling the previously men-
tioned heavy fermion systems. We assume t0 ⌧ U0, which
implies strong interactions, and focus on the correlated regime
T ⌧ U0. We show the system has a coherence temperature
scale Ec ⌘ t

2
0/U0[21, 26, 27] between a heavy Fermi liquid

and an incoherent metal. For T < Ec, the SYK2 induces a

Fermi liquid, which is however highly renormalized by the
strong interactions. For T > Ec, the system enters the incoher-
ent metal regime and the resistivity ⇢ depends linearly on tem-
perature. These results are strikingly similar to those of Par-
collet and Georges[28], who studied a variant SYK model ob-
tained in a double limit of infinite dimension and large N. Our
model is simpler, and does not require infinite dimensions. We
also obtain further results on the thermal conductivity , en-
tropy density and Lorentz ratio[29, 30] in this crossover. This
work bridges traditional Fermi liquid theory and the hydrody-
namical description of an incoherent metallic system.

SYK model and Imaginary-time formulation - We consider
a d-dimensional array of quantum dots, each with N species
of fermions labeled by i, j, k · · · ,
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⇤
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ji,x0x are random zero mean
complex variables drawn from Gaussian distribution whose
variances |Ui jkl,x|

2 = 2U
2
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2 = t

2
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In the imaginary time formalism, one studies the partition
function Z = Tr e

��(H�µN), with N =
P

i,x c
†
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i,x, written as

a path integral over Grassman fields cix⌧, c̄ix⌧. Owing to the
self-averaging established for the SYK model at large N, it is
su�cient to study Z̄ =
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indices are summed over)
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The basic features can be determined by a simple power- counting. Considering for simplicity µ = 0, starting from
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Prominent systems like the high-Tc cuprates and heavy fermions display intriguing features going beyond
the quasiparticle description. The Sachdev-Ye-Kitaev(SYK) model describes a 0 + 1D quantum cluster with
random all-to-all four-fermion interactions among N Fermion modes which becomes exactly solvable as N !

1, exhibiting a zero-dimensional non-Fermi liquid with emergent conformal symmetry and complete absence
of quasi-particles. Here we study a lattice of complex-fermion SYK dots with random inter-site quadratic

hopping. Combining the imaginary time path integral with real time path integral formulation, we obtain a
heavy Fermi liquid to incoherent metal crossover in full detail, including thermodynamics, low temperature
Landau quasiparticle interactions, and both electrical and thermal conductivity at all scales. We find linear in
temperature resistivity in the incoherent regime, and a Lorentz ratio L ⌘

⇢
T

varies between two universal values
as a function of temperature. Our work exemplifies an analytically controlled study of a strongly correlated
metal.

Introduction - Strongly correlated metals comprise an en-
during puzzle at the heart of condensed matter physics. Com-
monly a highly renormalized heavy Fermi liquid occurs be-
low a small coherence scale, while at higher temperatures a
broad incoherent regime pertains in which quasi-particle de-
scription fails[1–9]. Despite the ubiquity of this phenomenol-
ogy, strong correlations and quantum fluctuations make it
challenging to study. The exactly soluble SYK models pro-
vide a powerful framework to study such physics. The most-
studied SYK4 model, a 0 + 1D quantum cluster of N Ma-
jorana fermion modes with random all-to-all four-fermion
interactions[10–18] has been generalized to SYKq models
with q-fermion interactions. Subsequent works[19, 20] ex-
tended the SYK model to higher spatial dimensions by cou-
pling a lattice of SYK4 quantum clusters by additional four-
fermion “pair hopping” interactions. They obtained electrical
and thermal conductivities completely governed by di↵usive
modes and nearly temperature-independent behavior owing to
the identical scaling of the inter-dot and intra-dot couplings.

Here, we take one step closer to realism by considering a
lattice of complex-fermion SYK clusters with SYK4 intra-
cluster interaction of strength U0 and random inter-cluster
“SYK2” two-fermion hopping of strength t0[21–26]. Un-
like the previous higher dimensional SYK models where lo-
cal quantum criticality governs the entire low temperature
physics, here as we vary the temperature, two distinctive
metallic behaviors appear, resembling the previously men-
tioned heavy fermion systems. We assume t0 ⌧ U0, which
implies strong interactions, and focus on the correlated regime
T ⌧ U0. We show the system has a coherence temperature

scale Ec ⌘ t
2
0/U0[21, 27, 28] between a heavy Fermi liquid

and an incoherent metal. For T < Ec, the SYK2 induces a
Fermi liquid, which is however highly renormalized by the
strong interactions. For T > Ec, the system enters the incoher-
ent metal regime and the resistivity ⇢ depends linearly on tem-
perature. These results are strikingly similar to those of Par-
collet and Georges[29], who studied a variant SYK model ob-
tained in a double limit of infinite dimension and large N. Our
model is simpler, and does not require infinite dimensions. We
also obtain further results on the thermal conductivity , en-
tropy density and Lorentz ratio[30, 31] in this crossover. This
work bridges traditional Fermi liquid theory and the hydrody-
namical description of an incoherent metallic system.

SYK model and Imaginary-time formulation - We consider
a d-dimensional array of quantum dots, each with N species
of fermions labeled by i, j, k · · · ,
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In the imaginary time formalism, one studies the partition
function Z = Tr e
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i,x, written as

a path integral over Grassman fields cix⌧, c̄ix⌧. Owing to the
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R
[dc̄][dc]e�S c , with (repeated species
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• Reasonable model of incoherent metal behavior for
t2/U < T < t.

• Strange metal (marginal Fermi-liquid) at smaller T
has linear in B magnetoresistance, and B/T scaling
with mesoscopic disorder.

• Strange metal (marginal Fermi-liquid) behavior as
T ! 0 only for small (p) carrier density, rather than
large (1 + p).

• No special role for quantum criticality at p = pc.

• What is the origin of the “foot” at overdoping ??
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Anomalous Criticality in the
Electrical Resistivity of La2–xSrxCuO4
R. A. Cooper,1 Y. Wang,1 B. Vignolle,2 O. J. Lipscombe,1 S. M. Hayden,1 Y. Tanabe,3 T. Adachi,3
Y. Koike,3 M. Nohara,4 * H. Takagi,4 Cyril Proust,2 N. E. Hussey1 †

The presence or absence of a quantum critical point and its location in the phase diagram of high-
temperature superconductors have been subjects of intense scrutiny. Clear evidence for quantum
criticality, particularly in the transport properties, has proved elusive because the important low-
temperature region is masked by the onset of superconductivity. We present measurements of the
low-temperature in-plane resistivity of several highly doped La2–xSrxCuO4 single crystals in which
the superconductivity had been stripped away by using high magnetic fields. In contrast to other
quantum critical systems, the resistivity varies linearly with temperature over a wide doping range
with a gradient that scales monotonically with the superconducting transition temperature. It is
maximal at a critical doping level (pc) ~ 0.19 at which superconductivity is most robust. Moreover,
its value at pc corresponds to the onset of quasi-particle incoherence along specific momentum
directions, implying that the interaction that first promotes high-temperature superconductivity
may ultimately destroy the very quasi-particle states involved in the superconducting pairing.

An important theme in strongly correlated
electron systems is quantum criticality
and the associated quantum phase tran-

sitions that occur at zero temperature upon tuning
a nonthermal control parameter, g(e.g., pressure,
magnetic field H or composition), through a
critical value, gc. One feature of such a system is
the influence that critical fluctuations have on
the physical properties over a wide region in
the (T, g) phase diagram above the quantum
critical point (QCP), inside which the system
shows marked deviations from conventional
Landau Fermi-liquid behavior. A number of can-
didate non–Fermi-liquid systems have emerged,
particularly in the heavy fermion family (1), al-
though there are others, for example, certain
transition metal oxides (2 ), that display similar
characteristics.

The physics of copper-oxide high-temperature
superconductors may also be governed by prox-
imity to a QCP. The generic temperature-doping
(T, p) phase diagram resembles that seen in the
heavy fermions, with an apparent funnel-shaped
region that either pierces or skirts the supercon-
ducting dome (3 ). Above this region, cuprates
display an in-plane resistivity, rab, that varies
linearly with temperature over a wide tempera-
ture (4 ) yet narrow doping (5 ) range. This T-linear

resistivity has been widely interpreted, in tan-
dem with other anomalous transport properties
(6 ), as a manifestation of scale-invariant physics
borne out of proximity to the QCP. This view-
point has remained untested, largely because of
the high upper critical field Hc2 values in high-
Tc cuprates that restrict access to the important
limiting low-temperature region below Tc(p).
We used a combination of persistent and pulsed
high magnetic fields to expose the normal state
of La2–xSrxCuO4 (LSCO) over a wide doping
and temperature range and studied the evolution
of rab(T) with carrier density, from the slightly
underdoped (p= 0.15) to the heavily overdoped
(p= 0.33) region of the phase diagram. Our anal-
ysis reveals the presence of a singular doping
concentration in LSCO at which the electronic
response changes, although in a manner distinct
from that observed in other candidate quantum
critical systems.

In-plane resistivity of La2 –xSrxCuO4 . A series
of high-field rab(T, H) measurements were car-
ried out on overdoped LSCO single crystals with
doping levels of p= 0.18, 0.21, and 0.23 (labeled
hereafter LSCO18, LSCO21, and LSCO23, re-
spectively) with the field aligned perpendicular
to the CuO2 planes in order to suppress the su-
perconductivity. Figure 1A shows the rab(T, H)
data obtained on LSCO23. In order to track the
temperature dependence of the zero-field resistivity
r(T, 0) below Tc, we used a simple, transparent
technique to extrapolate the high-field rab(T, H)
data to the zero-field axis (Fig. 1B). The re-
sultant r(T, 0) values, plotted in Fig. 1C together
with the zero-field rab(T) curve below 70 K,
are found to exhibit a T-linear dependence down
to 1.5 K. For comparison, we also plotted the ab-
solute values of r(T, 48) at a fixed high field of
48 T obtained directly from the vertical dashed
line in Fig. 1A. The temperature dependence of

the latter (analysis-free) values is identical to that
of r(T, 0) and is consistent with earlier 60-T data
taken on LSCO22 (7 ), showing that the anal-
ysis itself has not introduced any additional,
artificial temperature dependence in r(T, 0). Sim-
ilar pulsed-field measurements and analysis were
carried out for the two other doping levels as
summarized in fig. S1.

Figure 2 shows the resultant r(T, 0) values
plus zero-field rab(T) data for seven different
concentrations ranging from optimal doping
(p= 0.17) to the heavily overdoped, nonsuper-
conducting region (p= 0.33). The gradual cross-
over in the temperature dependence of rab(T),
from quasi-linear for LSCO17 to approximately
quadratic for LSCO33, is evident in the raw data
and is consistent with previous studies carried
out above Tc (5 , 8 , 9 ). At low temperatures, how-
ever, rab(T) develops predominantly T-linear
behavior for the entire doping range 0.18 ≤ p≤
0.29 [for p= 0.17, data exists only above Tc(H =
0)]. Although evidence for a low-T T-linear re-
sistivity has emerged for single doping concen-
trations in both electron- (10 ) and hole-doped
(11, 12 ) cuprates, our measurements show that
the low-T linearity in fact persists over a broad
range of doping.

Single-component analysis. In heavy fermi-
on systems, Dr(T), the T-dependent part of r(T),
is often described by a single term anT

nwhose
exponent n(T, H) evolves from the Fermi-liquid
value n= 2 to some anomalous value less than 2
over a narrow temperature and magnetic field
window (13 –15 ). The anomalous exponent in
Dr(T) persists to low temperatures only at the
critical field, Hc. In Fig. 3, we plotted a com-
parative n(T, p) = d(lnDr)/d(ln T) for LSCO by
using the resistivity curves shown in Fig. 2.

For T > 50 K, the resultant phase diagram re-
sembles that seen in prototypical quantum critical
systems, with a narrow region in which rab(T) is
approximately (although not strictly) T-linear sep-
arated from a region where rab(T) varies approx-
imately as T2. As the temperature is lowered,
however, the situation becomes markedly dif-
ferent. Rather than collapsing to a single (critical)
point, the T-linear region in LSCO fans out and
dominates the low-T response. Intriguingly, this
T-linear regime (or more precisely, the region
where n < 1.1) is coincident with both the Tc
parabola (long-dashed white line) and the super-
conducting fluctuation regime (short-dashed white
line) and has thus been obscured until now by
the veil of superconductivity.

Dual-component analysis. Previously, Drab(T)
in overdoped, hole-doped cuprates has been ex-
pressed either as above, that is, as anT

n (1 ≤
n≤ 2) (16 ), or as the sum of two components,
a1T + a2T

2 (11, 17 , 18 ). In fig. S2, we describe
in detail why the latter is in fact the more ap-
propriate expression for LSCO. In Fig. 4, A and
B, we show the doping dependences of a1 and
a2, respectively, for two different fitting proto-
cols. The solid squares are coefficients obtained
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The presence or absence of a quantum critical point and its location in the phase diagram of high-
temperature superconductors have been subjects of intense scrutiny. Clear evidence for quantum
criticality, particularly in the transport properties, has proved elusive because the important low-
temperature region is masked by the onset of superconductivity. We present measurements of the
low-temperature in-plane resistivity of several highly doped La2–xSrxCuO4 single crystals in which
the superconductivity had been stripped away by using high magnetic fields. In contrast to other
quantum critical systems, the resistivity varies linearly with temperature over a wide doping range
with a gradient that scales monotonically with the superconducting transition temperature. It is
maximal at a critical doping level (pc) ~ 0.19 at which superconductivity is most robust. Moreover,
its value at pc corresponds to the onset of quasi-particle incoherence along specific momentum
directions, implying that the interaction that first promotes high-temperature superconductivity
may ultimately destroy the very quasi-particle states involved in the superconducting pairing.

An important theme in strongly correlated
electron systems is quantum criticality
and the associated quantum phase tran-

sitions that occur at zero temperature upon tuning
a nonthermal control parameter, g(e.g., pressure,
magnetic field H or composition), through a
critical value, gc. One feature of such a system is
the influence that critical fluctuations have on
the physical properties over a wide region in
the (T, g) phase diagram above the quantum
critical point (QCP), inside which the system
shows marked deviations from conventional
Landau Fermi-liquid behavior. A number of can-
didate non–Fermi-liquid systems have emerged,
particularly in the heavy fermion family (1), al-
though there are others, for example, certain
transition metal oxides (2 ), that display similar
characteristics.

The physics of copper-oxide high-temperature
superconductors may also be governed by prox-
imity to a QCP. The generic temperature-doping
(T, p) phase diagram resembles that seen in the
heavy fermions, with an apparent funnel-shaped
region that either pierces or skirts the supercon-
ducting dome (3 ). Above this region, cuprates
display an in-plane resistivity, rab, that varies
linearly with temperature over a wide tempera-
ture (4 ) yet narrow doping (5 ) range. This T-linear

resistivity has been widely interpreted, in tan-
dem with other anomalous transport properties
(6 ), as a manifestation of scale-invariant physics
borne out of proximity to the QCP. This view-
point has remained untested, largely because of
the high upper critical field Hc2 values in high-
Tc cuprates that restrict access to the important
limiting low-temperature region below Tc(p).
We used a combination of persistent and pulsed
high magnetic fields to expose the normal state
of La2–xSrxCuO4 (LSCO) over a wide doping
and temperature range and studied the evolution
of rab(T) with carrier density, from the slightly
underdoped (p= 0.15) to the heavily overdoped
(p= 0.33) region of the phase diagram. Our anal-
ysis reveals the presence of a singular doping
concentration in LSCO at which the electronic
response changes, although in a manner distinct
from that observed in other candidate quantum
critical systems.

In-plane resistivity of La2 –xSrxCuO4 . A series
of high-field rab(T, H) measurements were car-
ried out on overdoped LSCO single crystals with
doping levels of p= 0.18, 0.21, and 0.23 (labeled
hereafter LSCO18, LSCO21, and LSCO23, re-
spectively) with the field aligned perpendicular
to the CuO2 planes in order to suppress the su-
perconductivity. Figure 1A shows the rab(T, H)
data obtained on LSCO23. In order to track the
temperature dependence of the zero-field resistivity
r(T, 0) below Tc, we used a simple, transparent
technique to extrapolate the high-field rab(T, H)
data to the zero-field axis (Fig. 1B). The re-
sultant r(T, 0) values, plotted in Fig. 1C together
with the zero-field rab(T) curve below 70 K,
are found to exhibit a T-linear dependence down
to 1.5 K. For comparison, we also plotted the ab-
solute values of r(T, 48) at a fixed high field of
48 T obtained directly from the vertical dashed
line in Fig. 1A. The temperature dependence of

the latter (analysis-free) values is identical to that
of r(T, 0) and is consistent with earlier 60-T data
taken on LSCO22 (7 ), showing that the anal-
ysis itself has not introduced any additional,
artificial temperature dependence in r(T, 0). Sim-
ilar pulsed-field measurements and analysis were
carried out for the two other doping levels as
summarized in fig. S1.

Figure 2 shows the resultant r(T, 0) values
plus zero-field rab(T) data for seven different
concentrations ranging from optimal doping
(p= 0.17) to the heavily overdoped, nonsuper-
conducting region (p= 0.33). The gradual cross-
over in the temperature dependence of rab(T),
from quasi-linear for LSCO17 to approximately
quadratic for LSCO33, is evident in the raw data
and is consistent with previous studies carried
out above Tc (5 , 8 , 9 ). At low temperatures, how-
ever, rab(T) develops predominantly T-linear
behavior for the entire doping range 0.18 ≤ p≤
0.29 [for p= 0.17, data exists only above Tc(H =
0)]. Although evidence for a low-T T-linear re-
sistivity has emerged for single doping concen-
trations in both electron- (10 ) and hole-doped
(11, 12 ) cuprates, our measurements show that
the low-T linearity in fact persists over a broad
range of doping.

Single-component analysis. In heavy fermi-
on systems, Dr(T), the T-dependent part of r(T),
is often described by a single term anT

nwhose
exponent n(T, H) evolves from the Fermi-liquid
value n= 2 to some anomalous value less than 2
over a narrow temperature and magnetic field
window (13 –15 ). The anomalous exponent in
Dr(T) persists to low temperatures only at the
critical field, Hc. In Fig. 3, we plotted a com-
parative n(T, p) = d(lnDr)/d(ln T) for LSCO by
using the resistivity curves shown in Fig. 2.

For T > 50 K, the resultant phase diagram re-
sembles that seen in prototypical quantum critical
systems, with a narrow region in which rab(T) is
approximately (although not strictly) T-linear sep-
arated from a region where rab(T) varies approx-
imately as T2. As the temperature is lowered,
however, the situation becomes markedly dif-
ferent. Rather than collapsing to a single (critical)
point, the T-linear region in LSCO fans out and
dominates the low-T response. Intriguingly, this
T-linear regime (or more precisely, the region
where n < 1.1) is coincident with both the Tc
parabola (long-dashed white line) and the super-
conducting fluctuation regime (short-dashed white
line) and has thus been obscured until now by
the veil of superconductivity.

Dual-component analysis. Previously, Drab(T)
in overdoped, hole-doped cuprates has been ex-
pressed either as above, that is, as anT

n (1 ≤
n≤ 2) (16 ), or as the sum of two components,
a1T + a2T

2 (11, 17 , 18 ). In fig. S2, we describe
in detail why the latter is in fact the more ap-
propriate expression for LSCO. In Fig. 4, A and
B, we show the doping dependences of a1 and
a2, respectively, for two different fitting proto-
cols. The solid squares are coefficients obtained
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The presence or absence of a quantum critical point and its location in the phase diagram of high-
temperature superconductors have been subjects of intense scrutiny. Clear evidence for quantum
criticality, particularly in the transport properties, has proved elusive because the important low-
temperature region is masked by the onset of superconductivity. We present measurements of the
low-temperature in-plane resistivity of several highly doped La2–xSrxCuO4 single crystals in which
the superconductivity had been stripped away by using high magnetic fields. In contrast to other
quantum critical systems, the resistivity varies linearly with temperature over a wide doping range
with a gradient that scales monotonically with the superconducting transition temperature. It is
maximal at a critical doping level (pc) ~ 0.19 at which superconductivity is most robust. Moreover,
its value at pc corresponds to the onset of quasi-particle incoherence along specific momentum
directions, implying that the interaction that first promotes high-temperature superconductivity
may ultimately destroy the very quasi-particle states involved in the superconducting pairing.

An important theme in strongly correlated
electron systems is quantum criticality
and the associated quantum phase tran-

sitions that occur at zero temperature upon tuning
a nonthermal control parameter, g(e.g., pressure,
magnetic field H or composition), through a
critical value, gc. One feature of such a system is
the influence that critical fluctuations have on
the physical properties over a wide region in
the (T, g) phase diagram above the quantum
critical point (QCP), inside which the system
shows marked deviations from conventional
Landau Fermi-liquid behavior. A number of can-
didate non–Fermi-liquid systems have emerged,
particularly in the heavy fermion family (1), al-
though there are others, for example, certain
transition metal oxides (2 ), that display similar
characteristics.

The physics of copper-oxide high-temperature
superconductors may also be governed by prox-
imity to a QCP. The generic temperature-doping
(T, p) phase diagram resembles that seen in the
heavy fermions, with an apparent funnel-shaped
region that either pierces or skirts the supercon-
ducting dome (3 ). Above this region, cuprates
display an in-plane resistivity, rab, that varies
linearly with temperature over a wide tempera-
ture (4 ) yet narrow doping (5 ) range. This T-linear

resistivity has been widely interpreted, in tan-
dem with other anomalous transport properties
(6 ), as a manifestation of scale-invariant physics
borne out of proximity to the QCP. This view-
point has remained untested, largely because of
the high upper critical field Hc2 values in high-
Tc cuprates that restrict access to the important
limiting low-temperature region below Tc(p).
We used a combination of persistent and pulsed
high magnetic fields to expose the normal state
of La2–xSrxCuO4 (LSCO) over a wide doping
and temperature range and studied the evolution
of rab(T) with carrier density, from the slightly
underdoped (p= 0.15) to the heavily overdoped
(p= 0.33) region of the phase diagram. Our anal-
ysis reveals the presence of a singular doping
concentration in LSCO at which the electronic
response changes, although in a manner distinct
from that observed in other candidate quantum
critical systems.

In-plane resistivity of La2 –xSrxCuO4 . A series
of high-field rab(T, H) measurements were car-
ried out on overdoped LSCO single crystals with
doping levels of p= 0.18, 0.21, and 0.23 (labeled
hereafter LSCO18, LSCO21, and LSCO23, re-
spectively) with the field aligned perpendicular
to the CuO2 planes in order to suppress the su-
perconductivity. Figure 1A shows the rab(T, H)
data obtained on LSCO23. In order to track the
temperature dependence of the zero-field resistivity
r(T, 0) below Tc, we used a simple, transparent
technique to extrapolate the high-field rab(T, H)
data to the zero-field axis (Fig. 1B). The re-
sultant r(T, 0) values, plotted in Fig. 1C together
with the zero-field rab(T) curve below 70 K,
are found to exhibit a T-linear dependence down
to 1.5 K. For comparison, we also plotted the ab-
solute values of r(T, 48) at a fixed high field of
48 T obtained directly from the vertical dashed
line in Fig. 1A. The temperature dependence of

the latter (analysis-free) values is identical to that
of r(T, 0) and is consistent with earlier 60-T data
taken on LSCO22 (7 ), showing that the anal-
ysis itself has not introduced any additional,
artificial temperature dependence in r(T, 0). Sim-
ilar pulsed-field measurements and analysis were
carried out for the two other doping levels as
summarized in fig. S1.

Figure 2 shows the resultant r(T, 0) values
plus zero-field rab(T) data for seven different
concentrations ranging from optimal doping
(p= 0.17) to the heavily overdoped, nonsuper-
conducting region (p= 0.33). The gradual cross-
over in the temperature dependence of rab(T),
from quasi-linear for LSCO17 to approximately
quadratic for LSCO33, is evident in the raw data
and is consistent with previous studies carried
out above Tc (5 , 8 , 9 ). At low temperatures, how-
ever, rab(T) develops predominantly T-linear
behavior for the entire doping range 0.18 ≤ p≤
0.29 [for p= 0.17, data exists only above Tc(H =
0)]. Although evidence for a low-T T-linear re-
sistivity has emerged for single doping concen-
trations in both electron- (10 ) and hole-doped
(11, 12 ) cuprates, our measurements show that
the low-T linearity in fact persists over a broad
range of doping.

Single-component analysis. In heavy fermi-
on systems, Dr(T), the T-dependent part of r(T),
is often described by a single term anT

nwhose
exponent n(T, H) evolves from the Fermi-liquid
value n= 2 to some anomalous value less than 2
over a narrow temperature and magnetic field
window (13 –15 ). The anomalous exponent in
Dr(T) persists to low temperatures only at the
critical field, Hc. In Fig. 3, we plotted a com-
parative n(T, p) = d(lnDr)/d(ln T) for LSCO by
using the resistivity curves shown in Fig. 2.

For T > 50 K, the resultant phase diagram re-
sembles that seen in prototypical quantum critical
systems, with a narrow region in which rab(T) is
approximately (although not strictly) T-linear sep-
arated from a region where rab(T) varies approx-
imately as T2. As the temperature is lowered,
however, the situation becomes markedly dif-
ferent. Rather than collapsing to a single (critical)
point, the T-linear region in LSCO fans out and
dominates the low-T response. Intriguingly, this
T-linear regime (or more precisely, the region
where n < 1.1) is coincident with both the Tc
parabola (long-dashed white line) and the super-
conducting fluctuation regime (short-dashed white
line) and has thus been obscured until now by
the veil of superconductivity.

Dual-component analysis. Previously, Drab(T)
in overdoped, hole-doped cuprates has been ex-
pressed either as above, that is, as anT

n (1 ≤
n≤ 2) (16 ), or as the sum of two components,
a1T + a2T

2 (11, 17 , 18 ). In fig. S2, we describe
in detail why the latter is in fact the more ap-
propriate expression for LSCO. In Fig. 4, A and
B, we show the doping dependences of a1 and
a2, respectively, for two different fitting proto-
cols. The solid squares are coefficients obtained
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A simple model of a metal with quasiparticles



Fermions occupying the eigenstates of a 
N x N random matrix

tij are independent random variables with tij = 0 and |tij |2 = t2

A simple model of a metal with quasiparticles
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†
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†
i ci
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†
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N

X
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A simple model of a metal with quasiparticles
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� 1

⇡ ImG(!)
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Feynman graph expansion in tij.., and graph-by-graph average,
yields exact equations in the large N limit:

G(⌧) ⌘ �T⌧

D
ci(⌧)c

†
i (0)

E

G(i!) =
1

i! + µ� ⌃(i!)
, ⌃(⌧) = t2G(⌧)

G(⌧ = 0�) = Q.

G(!) can be determined by solving a quadratic equation.
<latexit sha1_base64="TvyYmNq1c/d62y589QXYkoEDoqw="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="TvyYmNq1c/d62y589QXYkoEDoqw="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="TvyYmNq1c/d62y589QXYkoEDoqw="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="TvyYmNq1c/d62y589QXYkoEDoqw="></latexit>



A simple model of a metal with quasiparticles

"↵ level
spacing ⇠ 1/N

⇢(!) =
� 1

⇡ ImG(!)
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Let "↵ be the eigenvalues of the matrix tij/
p
N .

The fermions will occupy the lowest NQ eigen-
values, upto the Fermi energy EF . The single-
particle density of states is
⇢(!) = (1/N)

P
↵ �(! � "↵), and ⇢0 ⌘ ⇢(! = 0).
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A simple model of a metal with quasiparticles

Quasiparticle
excitations with
spacing ⇠ 1/N

There are 2N many
body levels with energy

E =
NX

↵=1

n↵"↵,

where n↵ = 0, 1. Shown
are all values of E for a
single cluster of size

N = 12. The "↵ have a
level spacing ⇠ 1/N .

Many-body
level spacing

⇠ 2�N⇠ Nt
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A simple model of a metal with quasiparticles

The grand potential ⌦(T ) at low T is (from the Sommerfeld expansion)

⌦(T )� E0 = N

✓
�
⇡2

6
⇢0T

2 +O(T 4)

◆
+ . . .

where ⇢0 ⌘ ⇢(0) is the single particle density of states at the Fermi level.
We can also define the many body density of states, D(E), via

Z = e�⌦(T )/T =

Z 1

�1
dED(E)e�E/T

The inversion from ⌦(T ) to D(E) has to performed with care (it need not commute
with the 1/N expansion), and we obtain

D(E) ⇠ exp

 
⇡

r
2N⇢0(E � E0)

3

!
, E > E0 ,

1

N
⌧ ⇢0(E � E0) ⌧ N

andD(E) = 0 for E < E0. This is related to the asymptotic growth of the partitions
of an integer, p(n) ⇠ exp(⇡

p
2n/3). Near the lower bound, there are large sample-

to-sample fluctuations due to variations in the lowest quasiparticle energies.
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Fermi liquid state: Two-body interactions lead to a scattering time
of quasiparticle excitations from in (random) single-particle eigen-
states which diverges as ⇠ T�2 at the Fermi level.

A simple model of a metal with quasiparticles
Now add weak interactions

H =
1

(N)1/2

NX

i,j=1

tijc
†
i cj � µ

X

i

c
†
i ci +

1

(2N)3/2

NX

i,j,k,`=1

Uij;k` c
†
i c

†
jckc`

Uij;k` are independent random variables with Uij;k` = 0 and |Uij;k`|2 = U
2
. We

compute the lifetime of a quasiparticle, ⌧↵, in an exact eigenstate  ↵(i) of the

free particle Hamitonian with energy "↵. By Fermi’s Golden rule, for "↵ at the

Fermi energy

1

⌧↵
= ⇡U

2
⇢
2
0

Z
d"�d"�d"�f("�)(1� f("�))(1� f("�))�("↵ + "� � "� � "�)

=
⇡
3
U

2
⇢
2
0

4
T

2

where ⇢0 is the density of states at the Fermi energy, and f(✏) = 1/(e
✏/T

+1) is

the Fermi function.
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The Sachdev-Ye-Kitaev (SYK) model

Pick a set of random positions



Place electrons randomly on some sites
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The SYK model

This describes both a strange metal and a black hole!



A. Kitaev, unpublished; S. Sachdev, PRX 5, 041025 (2015)

S. Sachdev and J. Ye, PRL 70, 3339 (1993)

(See also: the “2-Body Random Ensemble” in nuclear physics; did not obtain the large N limit;
T.A. Brody, J. Flores, J.B. French, P.A. Mello, A. Pandey, and S.S.M. Wong, Rev. Mod. Phys. 53, 385 (1981))

The SYK model

H =
1

(2N)3/2

NX

i,j,k,`=1

Uij;k` c
†
i c

†
jckc` � µ

X

i

c
†
i ci

cicj + cjci = 0 , cic
†
j + c

†
jci = �ij

Q =
1

N

X

i

c
†
i ci

Uij;k` are independent random variables with Uij;k` = 0 and |Uij;k`|2 = U2

N ! 1 yields critical strange metal.



The SYK model
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Feynman graph expansion in Uijk`, and graph-by-graph average, yields ex-
act equations in the large N limit:

G(i!) =
1

i! + µ� ⌃(i!)
, ⌃(⌧) = �U2G2(⌧)G(�⌧)

G(⌧ = 0�) = Q.

Low frequency analysis shows that the solutions must be gapless and obey

⌃(z) = µ� ei(⇡/4+✓)

A

p
z + . . . , G(z) =

Ae�i(⇡/4+✓)

p
z

where A = (⇡/U2 cos(2✓))1/4. The value of ✓ is universally related to Q by
a Luttinger-Ward functional analysis similar to that used to establish the
Luttinger theorem of Fermi liquid theory:

Q =
1

2
� ✓

⇡
� sin(2✓)

4
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Feynman graph expansion in Uijk`, and graph-by-graph average, yields ex-
act equations in the large N limit:

G(i!) =
1

i! + µ� ⌃(i!)
, ⌃(⌧) = �U2G2(⌧)G(�⌧)

G(⌧ = 0�) = Q.

Low frequency analysis shows that the solutions must be gapless and obey

⌃(z) = µ� ei(⇡/4+✓)

A

p
z + . . . , G(z) =

Ae�i(⇡/4+✓)

p
z

where A = (⇡/U2 cos(2✓))1/4. The value of ✓ is universally related to Q by
a Luttinger-Ward functional analysis similar to that used to establish the
Luttinger theorem of Fermi liquid theory:
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The SYK model

At T > 0, we obtain a solution with a conformal structure

G(⌧) = �A
e�2⇡ET⌧

p
1 + e�4⇡E

✓
T

sin(⇡T ⌧)

◆1/2

, 0 < ⌧ < 1/T ,

where the ‘particle-hole asymmetry’ is determined by E

e2⇡E =
sin(⇡/4 + ✓)

sin(⇡/4� ✓)
.
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GPS:   A. Georges, O. Parcollet, and S. Sachdev, 
PRB 63, 134406 (2001)

Many-body
level spacing ⇠
2�N = e�N ln 2

W. Fu and S. Sachdev, PRB 94, 035135 (2016)

Non-quasiparticle
excitations with
spacing ⇠ e�Ns0

The SYK model
There are 2N many body levels
with energy E. Shown are all

values of E for a single cluster of
size N = 12. The T ! 0 state has
an entropy SGPS = Ns0, where

s0 < ln 2 is determined by
integrating

ds0
dQ = 2⇡E .

At Q = 1/2,

s0 =
G

⇡
+

ln(2)

4
= 0.464848 . . .

where G is Catalan’s constant.
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⌦(T )� E0 = N


�s0T �

1

2
(� + 4⇡2

E
2K)T 2 +O(T 3)

�
+ 2T ln

✓
U

T

◆
. . .

is the grand potential, where K = dQ/dµ ⇠ 1/U is the compressibility/N , � ⇠ 1/U
will appear later in the co-e�cient of the Schwarzian, and the N0 term arises from
fluctuations about the large N theory described by the Schwarzian.

The inversion from ⌦(T ) to the many-body density of states, D(E),

Z = e�⌦(T )/T =

Z 1

�1
dED(E)e�E/T

requires terms in ⌦(T ) which are exponentially small in N (not shown above) from
the Schwarzian action, yielding terms which are not small in D(E). We obtain

D(E) =
1X

p=�1
e2⇡pE d

✓
E �

p2

2NK

◆

where NQ+ p is the integer fermion number, d(E) = 0 for E < E0, and

d(E) ⇠ exp (Ns0) sinh
⇣p

2N�(E � E0)
⌘

, E > E0 , e�cN
⌧ �(E � E0) ⌧ N

There are exponentially more low energy states than for the quasiparticle case, and
D(E) self-averages down to energies exponentially small in N .
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D(E) =
1X

p=�1
e2⇡pE d

✓
E � p2

2NK

◆

where NQ + p is the integer fermion number, and d(E) is the density of states at
fixed fermion number. We have d(E) = 0 for E < E0, and

d(E) ⇠ exp (Ns0) sinh
⇣p

2N�(E � E0)
⌘

, E > E0 , e�cN ⌧ �(E � E0) ⌧ N

There are exponentially more low energy states than for the quasiparticle case, and
D(E) self-averages down to energies exponentially small in N .

We can understand the dependence on the integer charge p by the relationship
ds0/dQ = 2⇡E , and hence Ns0(Q+ p/N) ⇡ Ns0 + 2⇡pE .
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A simple model of a metal with quasiparticles

The grand potential ⌦(T ) at low T is (from the Sommerfeld expansion)

⌦(T )� E0 = N

✓
�
⇡2

6
⇢0T

2 +O(T 4)

◆
+ . . .

where ⇢0 ⌘ ⇢(0) is the single particle density of states at the Fermi level.
We can also define the many body density of states, D(E), via

Z = e�⌦(T )/T =

Z 1

�1
dED(E)e�E/T

The inversion from ⌦(T ) to D(E) has to performed with care (it need not commute
with the 1/N expansion), and we obtain

D(E) ⇠ exp

 
⇡

r
2N⇢0(E � E0)

3

!
, E > E0 ,

1

N
⌧ ⇢0(E � E0) ⌧ N

andD(E) = 0 for E < E0. This is related to the asymptotic growth of the partitions
of an integer, p(n) ⇠ exp(⇡

p
2n/3). Near the lower bound, there are large sample-

to-sample fluctuations due to variations in the lowest quasiparticle energies.
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where NQ + p is the integer fermion number, and d(E) is the density of states at
fixed fermion number. We have d(E) = 0 for E < E0, and

d(E) ⇠ exp (Ns0) sinh
⇣p

2N�(E � E0)
⌘

, E > E0 , e�cN ⌧ �(E � E0) ⌧ N

There are exponentially more low energy states than for the quasiparticle case, and
D(E) self-averages down to energies exponentially small in N .

We can understand the dependence on the integer charge p by the relationship
ds0/dQ = 2⇡E , and hence Ns0(Q+ p/N) ⇡ Ns0 + 2⇡pE .
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where NQ + p is the integer fermion number, and d(E) is the density of states at
fixed fermion number. We have d(E) = 0 for E < E0, and

d(E) ⇠ exp (Ns0) sinh
⇣p
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, E > E0 , e�cN ⌧ �(E � E0) ⌧ N

There are exponentially more low energy states than for the quasiparticle case, and
D(E) self-averages down to energies exponentially small in N .

We can understand the dependence on the integer charge p by the relationship
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The exp(Ns0) prefactor suggests that the low-lying eigenstates are sepa-
rated into analogs of ‘superselection sectors’ which cannot be connected by
‘simple’ operators, in the Schwarzian approximation.
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No quasiparticles

The SYK model

A. Eberlein, V. Kasper, S. Sachdev, and 
J. Steinberg, PRB 96, 205123 (2017)

                S. Sachdev, Quantum Phase Transitions, 
Cambridge (1999)

A. Georges and O. Parcollet 
PRB 59, 5341 (1999)

• Rapid local thermal equilibration (of fermion correla-
tors) in a ‘Planckian’ time

⌧eq ⇠ ~
kBT

, as T ! 0.

Established by solution of Schwinger-Keldysh equations
for a quench.

• Presence of quasiparticles should slow down
thermalization, so all quantum systems obey

⌧eq > C
~

kBT
, as T ! 0.

Absence of quasiparticles , Fastest possible thermalization
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S. Sachdev and J. Ye, Phys. Rev. Lett. 70, 3339 (1993)

The SYK model

G(i!) =
1

i! + µ� ⌃(i!)
, ⌃(⌧) = �U2G2(⌧)G(�⌧)

⌃(z) = µ� 1

A

p
z + . . . , G(z) =

Ap
z



A. Kitaev, 2015
S. Sachdev, PRX 5, 041025 (2015)

X X
X

The SYK model

At frequencies ⌧ U , the i! + µ can be dropped,
and without it equations are invariant under the
reparametrization and gauge transformations.
The singular part of the self-energy and the Green’s
function obey

Z �

0
d⌧2 ⌃sing(⌧1, ⌧2)G(⌧2, ⌧3) = ��(⌧1 � ⌧3)

⌃sing(⌧1, ⌧2) = �U2G2(⌧1, ⌧2)G(⌧2, ⌧1)

G(i!) =
1

i! + µ� ⌃(i!)
, ⌃(⌧) = �U2G2(⌧)G(�⌧)

⌃(z) = µ� 1

A

p
z + . . . , G(z) =

Ap
z



A. Kitaev, 2015
S. Sachdev, PRX 5, 041025 (2015)

The SYK model
Z �

0
d⌧2 ⌃(⌧1, ⌧2)G(⌧2, ⌧3) = ��(⌧1 � ⌧3)

⌃(⌧1, ⌧2) = �U2G2(⌧1, ⌧2)G(⌧2, ⌧1)

These equations are invariant under

⌧ = f(�)

G(⌧1, ⌧2) = [f 0(�1)f
0(�2)]

�1/4 g(�1)

g(�2)
eG(�1,�2)

⌃(⌧1, ⌧2) = [f 0(�1)f
0(�2)]

�3/4 g(�1)

g(�2)
e⌃(�1,�2)

where f(�) and g(�) are arbitrary functions.
By using f(�) = tan(⇡T�)/(⇡T ) we can
now obtain the T > 0 solution from the T = 0 solution.



Basics of conformal field theory

In a space with metric tensor gµ⌫ and proper distance

ds2 = gµ⌫dxµdx⌫

after the co-ordinate transformation xµ ! x0
µ, the new metric tensor is

g0µ⌫ = g⇢�
@x⇢

@x0
µ

@x�

@x0
⌫

.

A conformal transformation is one which preserves all angles and so

g0µ⌫(x
0) = ⇤(x)gµ⌫(x) .

In a conformal field theory, two-point correlators of scalar fields transform as

h�(x1)�(x2)i =
����det


@x0

1

@x1

�����
�/d ����det


@x0

2

@x2

�����
�/d

h�(x0
1)�(x

0
2)i
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A. Kitaev

Let us write the large N saddle point solutions of S as

Gs(⌧1 � ⌧2) ⇠ (⌧1 � ⌧2)
�1/2

⌃s(⌧1 � ⌧2) ⇠ (⌧1 � ⌧2)
�3/2.

The saddle point will be invariant under a reperamateri-
zation f(⌧) when choosing G(⌧1, ⌧2) = Gs(⌧1 � ⌧2) leads
to a transformed eG(�1,�2) = Gs(�1 � �2) (and similarly
for ⌃). It turns out this is true only for the SL(2, R)
transformations under which

f(⌧) =
a⌧ + b

c⌧ + d
, ad� bc = 1.

So the (approximate) reparametrization symmetry is spon-
taneously broken down to SL(2, R) by the saddle point.

The SYK model



After introducing replicas a = 1 . . . n, and integrating out the dis-
order, the partition function can be written as

Z =

Z
Dcia(⌧) exp

"
�
X

ia

Z �

0
d⌧ c†ia

✓
@

@⌧
� µ

◆
cia

� U2

4N3

X

ab

Z �

0
d⌧d⌧ 0

�����
X

i

c†ia(⌧)cib(⌧
0)

�����

4
3

5 .

For simplicity, we neglect the replica indices, and introduce the
identity

1 =

Z
D⌃(⌧1, ⌧2) exp

"
�N

Z �

0
d⌧1d⌧2⌃(⌧1, ⌧2)

 
G(⌧2, ⌧1)

+
1

N

X

i

ci(⌧2)c
†
i (⌧1)

!#
.

Then the partition function can be written as a path integral with
an action S analogous to a Luttinger-Ward functional

Z =

Z
DG(⌧1, ⌧2)D⌃(⌧1, ⌧2) exp(�NS)

S = ln det [�(⌧1 � ⌧2)(@⌧1 + µ)� ⌃(⌧1, ⌧2)]

+

Z
d⌧1d⌧2⌃(⌧1, ⌧2)

⇥
G(⌧2, ⌧1) + (J2/2)G2(⌧2, ⌧1)G

2(⌧1, ⌧2)
⇤

At frequencies ⌧ J , the time derivative in the determinant is less
important, and without it the path integral is invariant under the
reparametrization and gauge transformations

⌧ = f(�)

G(⌧1, ⌧2) = [f 0(�1)f
0(�2)]

�1/4 g(�1)

g(�2)
G(�1,�2)

⌃(⌧1, ⌧2) = [f 0(�1)f
0(�2)]

�3/4 g(�1)

g(�2)
⌃(�1,�2)

where f(�) and g(�) are arbitrary functions.

Infinite-range (SYK) model without quasiparticles



A. Georges and O. Parcollet
PRB 59, 5341 (1999) 

A. Kitaev, 2015
S. Sachdev, PRX 5, 041025 (2015)

Infinite-range (SYK) model without quasiparticles

After introducing replicas a = 1 . . . n, and integrating out the dis-
order, the partition function can be written as

Z =

Z
Dcia(⌧) exp

"
�
X

ia

Z �

0
d⌧ c†ia
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For simplicity, we neglect the replica indices, and introduce the
identity

1 =

Z
D⌃(⌧1, ⌧2) exp

"
�N

Z �

0
d⌧1d⌧2⌃(⌧1, ⌧2)

 
G(⌧2, ⌧1)
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N

X
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Then the partition function can be written as a path integral with
an action S analogous to a Luttinger-Ward functional

Z =

Z
DG(⌧1, ⌧2)D⌃(⌧1, ⌧2) exp(�NS)

S = ln det [�(⌧1 � ⌧2)(@⌧1 + µ)� ⌃(⌧1, ⌧2)]

+

Z
d⌧1d⌧2⌃(⌧1, ⌧2)

⇥
G(⌧2, ⌧1) + (U2/2)G2(⌧2, ⌧1)G

2(⌧1, ⌧2)
⇤

At frequencies ⌧ U , the time derivative in the determinant is less
important, and without it the path integral is invariant under the
reparametrization and gauge transformations

⌧ = f(�)

G(⌧1, ⌧2) = [f 0(�1)f
0(�2)]

�1/4 g(�1)

g(�2)
G(�1,�2)

⌃(⌧1, ⌧2) = [f 0(�1)f
0(�2)]

�3/4 g(�1)

g(�2)
⌃(�1,�2)

where f(�) and g(�) are arbitrary functions.



Reparametrization and phase zero modes
We can write the path integral for the SYK model as

Z =

Z
DG(⌧1, ⌧1)D⌃(⌧1, ⌧2)e

�NS[G,⌃]

for a known action S[G,⌃]. We find the saddle point, Gs, ⌃s, and only focus on the
“Nambu-Goldstone” modes associated with breaking reparameterization and U(1)
gauge symmetries by writing

G(⌧1, ⌧2) = [f 0(⌧1)f
0(⌧2)]

1/4Gs(f(⌧1)� f(⌧2))e
i�(⌧1)�i�(⌧2)

(and similarly for ⌃). Then the path integral is approximated by

Z =

Z
Df(⌧)D�(⌧)e�NSeff [f,�].

Symmetry arguments, and explicit computations, show that the e↵ective action is

Se↵ [f,�] =
K

2

Z 1/T

0
d⌧(@⌧�+ i(2⇡ET )@⌧ ✏)2 �

�

4⇡2

Z 1/T

0
d⌧ {tan(⇡T (⌧ + ✏(⌧), ⌧},

where f(⌧) ⌘ ⌧ + ✏(⌧), the couplings K, �, and E can be related to thermodynamic
derivatives and we have used the Schwarzian:

{g, ⌧} ⌘ g000

g0
� 3

2

✓
g00

g0

◆2

.

J. Maldacena and D. Stanford, arXiv:1604.07818; 
R. Davison, Wenbo Fu, A. Georges, Yingfei Gu, K. Jensen, S. Sachdev, arXiv.1612.00849; 

S. Sachdev, PRX 5, 041025 (2015); J. Maldacena, D. Stanford, and Zhenbin Yang, arXiv:1606.01857;                               
K. Jensen, arXiv:1605.06098; J. Engelsoy, T.G. Mertens, and H. Verlinde, arXiv:1606.03438

The SYK model



The Schwarzian theory of the SYK model

Symmetry arguments, and explicit computations, show that the e↵ective action is

Se↵ [f,�] =
K

2

Z 1/T

0
d⌧(@⌧�+ i(2⇡ET )@⌧f)2 �

�

4⇡2

Z 1/T

0
d⌧ {tan(⇡Tf(⌧)), ⌧},

where f(⌧) is a monotonic map from [0, 1/T ] to [0, 1/T ], the couplings K, �, and E
can be related to thermodynamic derivatives and we have used the Schwarzian:

{g, ⌧} ⌘ g000

g0
� 3

2

✓
g00

g0

◆2

.

Specifically, an argument constraining the e↵ective at T = 0 is

Se↵


f(⌧) =

a⌧ + b

c⌧ + d
,�(⌧) = 0

�
= 0,

and this is origin of the Schwarzian.
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Black 
holes

• Black holes have an entropy
and a temperature, TH =
~c3/(8⇡GMkB).

• The entropy is proportional
to their surface area.

• They relax to thermal equi-
librium in a time⇠ ~/(kBTH).

J. D. Bekenstein, PRD 7, 2333 (1973)
S. W. Hawking, Nature 248, 30 (1974) 
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• The ring-down is predicted by General Relativity to happen in a

time
8⇡GM

c3
⇠ 8 milliseconds. Curiously this happens to equal

~
kBTH

: so the ring down can also be viewed as the approach of a

quantum system to thermal equilibrium at the fastest possible rate.C. V.  Vishveshwara, Nature 227, 936 (1970)
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• The ring-down is predicted by General Relativity to happen in a

time
8⇡GM

c3
⇠ 8 milliseconds. Curiously this happens to equal

~
kBTH

: so the ring down can also be viewed as the approach of a

quantum system to thermal equilibrium at the fastest possible rate.!



Black 
holes

• Black holes have an entropy
and a temperature, TH =
~c3/(8⇡GMkB).

• The entropy is proportional
to their surface area.

• They relax to thermal equi-
librium in a time⇠ ~/(kBTH).



Black 
holes

• Black holes have an entropy
and a temperature, TH =
~c3/(8⇡GMkB).

• The entropy is proportional
to their surface area.

• They relax to thermal equi-
librium in a time⇠ ~/(kBTH).

Holography:
Quantum black holes “look like”  
quantum many-particle systems 

without quasiparticle excitations, 
residing  “on” the surface of the black hole

J. Maldacena, IJTP 38, 1113 (1999); S.S. Gubser, I.R. Klebanov,  and A.M. Polyakov Phys. Lett. B 428, 105 (1998); 
E. Witten,  Adv. Theor. Math. Phys. 2, 253 (1998)   

https://arxiv.org/search/hep-th?searchtype=author&query=Gubser%2C+S+S


~x
⇣

Consider a charged black hole with the smallest 
possible mass: the extremal limit. Zoom in to the near-

horizon region at low energies. In this limit, the quantum 
theory lives in one space (   ) and one time dimension⇣



⇣ ~x
⇣ = 1

charge
density Q

Black hole
horizon

S2
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AdS2 ⇥ S2

ds2 = (d⇣2 � dt2)/⇣2 + d~x2

Gauge field: A = (E/⇣)dt
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The near-horizon region of an extremal charged black hole has 
the geometry of (1+1)-dimensional anti-de Sitter spacetime. By 

holography, this should map to a zero-dimensional quantum 
system: this turns out to be the SYK model

SYK models and black holes



S. Sachdev, Phys. Rev. Lett. 105, 151602 (2010)

SYK models and black holes

charge
density Q
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The correspondence between the complex SYK model and extremal black holes holds
also for the low T thermodynamics and low energy density of states. Both obey

⌦(T )� E0 = N


�s0T �

1

2
(� + 4⇡2

E
2K)T 2 +O(T 3)

�
+ 2T ln

✓
U

T

◆
. . .

for the grand potential, and for the density of states at a fixed charge Q
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with the relation
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= 2⇡E also obtained from Einstein’s equations
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SYK models and black holes
• Reparameterization invariance is a defining property

of Einstein’s theory of gravity

• In imaginary time, AdS2 is the homogeneous hyper-
bolic space: two-dimensional surface of constant neg-
ative curvature. Its metric is invariant under SL(2,R)
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ds2 = (d⌧2 + d⇣2)/⇣2 is invariant under

⌧ 0 + i⇣ 0 =
a(⌧ + i⇣) + b

c(⌧ + i⇣) + d
with ad� bc = 1.
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Their identical symmetries lead to 
the same low energy quantum 
theory for the SYK model and 
extremal charged black holes !

A. Kitaev, 2015
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• Has Reissner-Nördstrom-AdS charged black hole solution, with charge den-

sity Q, a near-horizon AdS2 ⇥ S2
geometry, and surface electric field E .

(This analysis also applies in asymptotically Minkowski spacetime (L ! 1)

provided the black hole mass is extremal.)

• From Einstein’s equations, the Bekenstein-Hawking black hole entropy S4D

is found to obey the same relation as the entropy of the SYK model

@S4D

@Q = 2⇡E ,

where E is identified from the spectral asymmetry of probe particle Green’s

functions in both cases. This establishes that the SYK entropy Ns0 maps

onto (Area of horizon)/(4G)
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• Has Reissner-Nördstrom-AdS charged black hole solution, with charge den-

sity Q, a near-horizon AdS2 ⇥ S2
geometry, and surface electric field E .

(This analysis also applies in asymptotically Minkowski spacetime (L ! 1)

provided the black hole mass is extremal.)

• From Einstein’s equations, the Bekenstein-Hawking black hole entropy S4D

is found to obey the same relation as the entropy of the SYK model

@S4D

@Q = 2⇡E ,

where E is identified from the spectral asymmetry of probe particle Green’s

functions in both cases. This establishes that the SYK entropy Ns0 maps

onto (Area of horizon)/(4G)
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In the small black hole size limit, T ⌧ 1/R, where R is the
radius of the black hole, the theory dimensionally reduces
to an Einstein-Maxwell-dilaton theory in two dimensions
(the Jackiw-Teitelbaum model), along with Maxwell term
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The dilaton � represents the radial oscillations of the small
black hole.
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There are no bulk quantum fluctuations of the metric in two-dimensional
gravity, and there a further dimensional reduction to a 0 + 1 dimensional
theory representing fluctuations of the AdS2 boundary: this 0+1 dimensional
turns out to be precisely the Schwarzian theory obtained for the SYK model.
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where f(⌧) is a monotonic map from [0, 1/T ] to [0, 1/T ], the couplings K, �, and E
can be related to thermodynamic derivatives and we have used the Schwarzian:
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Specifically, an argument constraining the e↵ective at T = 0 is
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and this is origin of the Schwarzian.
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Quantum matter without quasiparticles

• Planckian dynamics is realized in the ‘solvable’ SYK

models

• Black holes thermalize in a time ⇠ ~/(kBTH), where TH

is the Hawking temperature.

• A Schwarzian theory of a time reparameterization mode,

with SL(2,R) symmetry, describes the quantum dynam-

ics of

– the SYK models

– black holes with near-extremal AdS2 horizons
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