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Remarkable recent observation of
‘Planckian’ strange metal transport in cuprates,
pnictides, magic-angle graphene, and
ultracold atoms: the resistivity, ⇢, is linear
in T down to very low T .
Using the Drude formula

⇢ =
m⇤

ne2
1

⌧D

a universal Drude scattering rate is observed

1

⌧D
⇡ kBT

~ ,

independent of the strength of interactions,
as T ! 0
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Table 1  |  Slope of T-linear resistivity and Planckian limit in seven materials.

Material n 
(1027 m-3)

 m*
(m0)

A1 / d  
(! / K)

h / (2e2 TF)
(! / K)

⍺

Bi2212 p = 0.23 6.8 8.4 ± 1.6 8.0 ± 0.9 7.4 ± 1.4 1.1 ± 0.3

Bi2201 p ~ 0.4 3.5 7 ± 1.5 8 ± 2 8 ± 2 1.0 ± 0.4

LSCO p = 0.26 7.8 9.8 ± 1.7 8.2 ± 1.0 8.9 ± 1.8 0.9 ± 0.3

Nd-LSCO p = 0.24 7.9 12 ± 4 7.4 ± 0.8 10.6 ± 3.7 0.7 ± 0.4

PCCO x = 0.17 8.8 2.4 ± 0.1 1.7 ± 0.3 2.1 ± 0.1 0.8 ± 0.2

LCCO x = 0.15 9.0 3.0 ± 0.3 3.0 ± 0.45 2.6 ± 0.3 1.2 ± 0.3

TMTSF P = 11 kbar 1.4 1.15 ± 0.2 2.8 ± 0.3 2.8 ± 0.4 1.0 ± 0.3
 

 

Table 1 | Slope of T-linear resistivity vs Planckian limit in seven materials.  

Comparison of the measured slope of the T-linear resistivity in the T = 0 limit,  

A1 , with the value predicted by the Planckian limit (Eq. 1; penultimate column), 

for four hole-doped cuprates (Bi2212, Bi2201, LSCO and Nd-LSCO), two 

electron-doped cuprates (PCCO and LCCO) and the organic conductor 

(TMTSF)2PF6 , as discussed in the text (and Supplementary Information).     

The ratio α of the experimental value, A1
☐ = A1 / d, over the predicted value,       

is given in the last column. Although A1
☐ varies by a factor 5, the ratio m* / n  

(~1/TF) is seen to vary by the same amount, so that α = 1.0 in all cases,        

within error bars. 
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Challenge for theory:

A model in which

lim
T!0

d⇢

dT
6= 0

<latexit sha1_base64="shHeTWE1s7XpCjwRFyCygUpWTcw="></latexit>



1.  SYK criticality +  
        time reparameterization soft mode 

2.  Charged black holes 
 
3.  SYK lattice models

4.  Fractionalization and SYK criticality  
        in t-J models with random exchange 

5.  Linear-in-T resistivity down to zero T
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The Sachdev-Ye-Kitaev (SYK) model

Pick a set of random positions



Place electrons randomly on some sites

The complex SYK model
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Entangle electrons pairwise randomly

The complex SYK model



A. Kitaev, unpublished; S. Sachdev, PRX 5, 041025 (2015)

S. Sachdev and J. Ye, PRL 70, 3339 (1993)

Uab;cd are independent random variables

with Uab;cd = 0 and |Uab;cd|2 = U2
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The complex SYK model

H =
1

(2N)3/2

NX

a,b,c,d=1

Uab;cd c
†
ac

†
bcccd � µ

X

a

c
†
aca

cacb + cbca = 0 , cac
†
b + c

†
bca = �ab

Q =
1

N

X

a

c
†
aca
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The complex SYK model

S. Sachdev and J. Ye, 
PRL 70, 3339 (1993)

The large N limit is given by the sum of “melon” diagrams.
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Feynman graph expansion in Uab;cd, and graph-by-graph average, yields
exact equations in the large N limit:

G(i!) =
1

i! + µ� ⌃(i!)
, ⌃(⌧) = �U2G2(⌧)G(�⌧)

G(⌧ = 0�) = Q.
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The complex SYK model

S. Sachdev and J. Ye, 
PRL 70, 3339 (1993)

Key properties

1. There is a quantum critical state, without quasiparticle exci-

tations, for a range of charge densities around Q = 1/2.

2. There is a non-zero extensive entropy as T ! 0

lim
T!0

lim
N!1

S

N
= S0(Q) 6= 0

This entropy is not due to an exponentially large ground de-

generacy. Instead, it reflects an exponentially small many-

body level spacing ⇠ e�NS0 down to the ground state.

3. Thermal equilibration in a ‘Planckian time’ ⇠ ~/(kBT )

4. The leading low temperature behavior of many observables

is controlled by a time reparameterization soft mode. The

action for this soft mode is controlled by an emergent SL(2,R)

symmetry.

5. Maximal quantum Lyapunov exponent for the out-of-time-

order correlator (OTOC):

D
c†a(t)cb(0)ca(t)c

†
b(0)

E
= C0 + C1

✓
e�t

N

◆
+ . . .

with � = 2⇡kBT/~.

6. For spinful fermions, spin correlations decay as

D
~S(⌧) · ~S(0)

E
⇠ 1

|⌧ |
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The complex SYK model
There is a one-parameter family

of critical solutions with varying Q,
characterized by a dimensionless parameter E .

For long times ⌧ > 0
⌦
ca(⌧)c

†
a(0)

↵
= e⇡E

A(E)p
U⌧

⌦
c†a(⌧)ca(0)

↵
= e�⇡E A(E)p

U⌧
E determines the particle-hole asymmetry,

and A(E) is a known function.
E is determined by ✏/U .

In a Fermi liquid,⌦
ca(⌧)c

†
a(0)

↵
=

⌦
c†a(⌧)ca(0)

↵
= eA/⌧
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The complex SYK model

A. Georges, O. Parcollet, 
and S. Sachdev,  PRB 63, 
134406 (2001)
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The complex SYK model

A. Eberlein, V. Kasper, S. Sachdev, and J. Steinberg, PRB 96, 205123 (2017)
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The complex SYK model

J. Maldacena and D. Stanford, PRD 94, 106002 (2016)

A. Kitaev, KITP talk (2015)

A. Kitaev and J. Suh, JHEP 183 (2018)
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S. Sachdev and J. Ye, Phys. Rev. Lett. 70, 3339 (1993)

G(i!) =
1

i! + µ� ⌃(i!)
, ⌃(⌧) = �U2G2(⌧)G(�⌧)

⌃(z) = µ� 1

A

p
z + . . . , G(z) =

Ap
z

The complex SYK model



A. Kitaev, 2015
S. Sachdev, PRX 5, 041025 (2015)

X X
X

At frequencies ⌧ U , the i! + µ can be dropped,
and without it equations are invariant under the
reparametrization and gauge transformations.
The singular part of the self-energy and the Green’s
function obey

Z �

0
d⌧2 ⌃sing(⌧1, ⌧2)G(⌧2, ⌧3) = ��(⌧1 � ⌧3)

⌃sing(⌧1, ⌧2) = �U2G2(⌧1, ⌧2)G(⌧2, ⌧1)

G(i!) =
1

i! + µ� ⌃(i!)
, ⌃(⌧) = �U2G2(⌧)G(�⌧)

⌃(z) = µ� 1

A

p
z + . . . , G(z) =

Ap
z

The complex SYK model



A. Kitaev, 2015
S. Sachdev, PRX 5, 041025 (2015)

Z �

0
d⌧2 ⌃(⌧1, ⌧2)G(⌧2, ⌧3) = ��(⌧1 � ⌧3)

⌃(⌧1, ⌧2) = �U2G2(⌧1, ⌧2)G(⌧2, ⌧1)

These equations are invariant under

⌧ = f(�)

G(⌧1, ⌧2) = [f 0(�1)f
0(�2)]

�1/4 g(�1)

g(�2)
eG(�1,�2)

⌃(⌧1, ⌧2) = [f 0(�1)f
0(�2)]

�3/4 g(�1)

g(�2)
e⌃(�1,�2)

where f(�) and g(�) are arbitrary functions.
By using f(�) = tan(⇡T�)/(⇡T ) we can
now obtain the T > 0 solution from the T = 0 solution.

The complex SYK model



A. Kitaev

Let us write the large N saddle point solutions of S as

Gs(⌧1 � ⌧2) ⇠ (⌧1 � ⌧2)
�1/2

⌃s(⌧1 � ⌧2) ⇠ (⌧1 � ⌧2)
�3/2.

The saddle point will be invariant under a reperamateri-
zation f(⌧) when choosing G(⌧1, ⌧2) = Gs(⌧1 � ⌧2) leads
to a transformed eG(�1,�2) = Gs(�1 � �2) (and similarly
for ⌃). It turns out this is true only for the SL(2, R)
transformations under which

f(⌧) =
a⌧ + b

c⌧ + d
, ad� bc = 1.

So the (approximate) reparametrization symmetry is spon-
taneously broken down to SL(2, R) by the saddle point.

The complex SYK model



The complex SYK model

J. Maldacena and D. Stanford, PRD 94, 106002 (2016)

A. Kitaev, KITP talk (2015)

A. Kitaev and J. Suh, JHEP 183 (2018)

Key properties

1. There is a quantum critical state, without quasiparticle exci-

tations, for a range of charge densities around Q = 1/2.

2. There is a non-zero extensive entropy as T ! 0

lim
T!0

lim
N!1

S

N
= S0(Q) 6= 0

This entropy is not due to an exponentially large ground de-

generacy. Instead, it reflects an exponentially small many-

body level spacing ⇠ e�NS0 down to the ground state.

3. Thermal equilibration in a ‘Planckian time’ ⇠ ~/(kBT )

4. The leading low temperature behavior of many observables

is controlled by a time reparameterization soft mode. The

action for this soft mode is controlled by an emergent SL(2,R)

symmetry.

5. Maximal quantum Lyapunov exponent for the out-of-time-

order correlator (OTOC):

D
c†a(t)cb(0)ca(t)c

†
b(0)

E
= C0 + C1

✓
e�t

N

◆
+ . . .

with � = 2⇡kBT/~.

6. For spinful fermions, spin correlations decay as

D
~S(⌧) · ~S(0)

E
⇠ 1

|⌧ |
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The complex SYK model
Key properties
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PRL 70, 3339 (1993)



1.  SYK criticality +  
        time reparameterization soft mode 

2.  Charged black holes 
 
3.  SYK lattice models

4.  Fractionalization and SYK criticality  
        in t-J models with random exchange 

5.  Linear-in-T resistivity down to zero T
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AdS2 ⇥ S2
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ds2 = R2
2
(d⇣2 � dt2)

⇣2
+R2

hd⌦
2
2

Gauge field: A =
E
⇣
dt

<latexit sha1_base64="SQthrhU+YMRZV9B66vyyD8aDZ7I="></latexit>

AdS4
<latexit sha1_base64="SG9hOoBio9qeZZUqehEDSdEiQNY=">AAAB+3icdVDLSgMxFM3UV62vqks3wVZwIUNm7NBZVt24rGgf0paSyaRtaOZBkimUYb7Cra7ciVs/xoX/YvoQVPTAhcM593LvPV7MmVQIvRu5ldW19Y38ZmFre2d3r7h/0JRRIghtkIhHou1hSTkLaUMxxWk7FhQHHqctb3w181sTKiSLwjs1jWkvwMOQDRjBSkv3F/5tuZ9WsnK/WEKmU3Ecx4bIRG7VcSuaWMhFdgVaJpqjBJao94sfXT8iSUBDRTiWsmOhWPVSLBQjnGaFbiJpjMkYD2lH0xAHVJ75ExbLOe2l89szeKJNHw4ioStUcK5+H05xIOU08HRngNVI/vZm4l9eJ1EDt5eyME4UDcli0SDhUEVwFgT0maBE8akmmAimz4ZkhAUmSsdV0Hl8PQ3/J03btM5NdGOXapfLZPLgCByDU2CBKqiBa1AHDUBAAB7AI3gyMuPZeDFeF605YzlzCH7AePsE9NKUkA==</latexit>

S2
<latexit sha1_base64="wKbS6rfA0DlHVei6TqSgbiIv0tY=">AAAB93icdVDLSsNAFJ34rPVVdelmsBVcSJjEhmZZdOOyon1AG8tkOm2HTh7MTAoh9Bvc6sqduPVzXPgvTtMKKnrgwuGce7n3Hj/mTCqE3o2V1bX1jc3CVnF7Z3dvv3Rw2JJRIghtkohHouNjSTkLaVMxxWknFhQHPqdtf3I199tTKiSLwjuVxtQL8ChkQ0aw0lKzcntvV/qlMjKdquM4NkQmcmuOW9XEQi6yq9AyUY4yWKLRL330BhFJAhoqwrGUXQvFysuwUIxwOiv2EkljTCZ4RLuahjig8nwwZbHMqZfld8/gqTYHcBgJXaGCufp9OMOBlGng684Aq7H87c3Fv7xuooaul7EwThQNyWLRMOFQRXAeAhwwQYniqSaYCKbPhmSMBSZKR1XUeXw9Df8nLdu0Lkx0Y5frl8tkCuAYnIAzYIEaqINr0ABNQAADD+ARPBmp8Wy8GK+L1hVjOXMEfsB4+wTPmJLI</latexit>

Charged black holes

The near-horizon region of a charged black hole has the  
geometry of (1+1)-dimensional anti-de Sitter spacetime,  

which has SL(2,R) symmetry.  
There is a non-zero entropy, NS0, in the limit of zero temperature, 

given by horizon area in the 4-dimensional spacetime.
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Charged black holes

The e↵ective theory for the fluctuations of the one-dimensional bound-
ary of the AdS2 region, beyond which the geometry is AdS4, has a
time reparameterization soft mode. A Schwarzian soft mode action can
be derived from the parent Einstein-Maxwell action in 4 dimensions; the
same action can also be obtained from the SYK model.
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Main result

SYK model of fermions with random interactions of
mean-square-value U , with total fermion number

NQ, at temperatures T ⌧ U

and

Charged black holes in 3+1 dimensions of radius Rh,
with total charge NQ, at temperatures T ⌧ 1/Rh

are described by a common low energy quantum
theory in 0 + 1 dimensions
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Main result

The common low T path integral is Z =
R
Df D� e�I . This can be

exactly evaluated, and the action is

I = �NS0 +N

Z 1/T

0
d⌧

(
K

2

✓
@�

@⌧
+ i(2⇡ET )@f

@⌧

◆2

� ↵S

J
Sch[tan(⇡Tf(⌧)), ⌧ ]

)
,

where f(⌧) is a monotonic reparameterization of the temporal circle with
f(⌧ + 1/T ) = f(⌧) + 1/T ,

� is a phase conjugate to the charge density with
�(⌧ + 1/T ) = �(⌧) + 2⇡n, n integer,

Sch[g[⌧ ], ⌧ ] is the Schwarzian derivative of g(⌧).
The couplings are related to the entropy S(T,Q)

and the chemical potential µ via

S(T ! 0,Q)

N
= S0(Q) +

4⇡2↵S

J
T, K =

✓
dQ
dµ

◆

T!0

, 2⇡E =
dS0(Q)

dQ
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1.  SYK criticality +  
        time reparameterization soft mode 

2.  Charged black holes 
 
3.  SYK lattice models

4.  Fractionalization and SYK criticality  
        in t-J models with random exchange 

5.  Linear-in-T resistivity down to zero T



A strange metal: lattice of SYK islands

See also Antoine Georges and Olivier Parcollet PRB 59, 5341 (1999)

t
U

G(k, i!) =
1

i! � ✏k � ⌃(k, i!)
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See also Antoine Georges and Olivier Parcollet PRB 59, 5341 (1999)
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• Linear-in-T resistivity only for T > t2/U .

• Insensitive to electron density; no critical density

• No pseudogap phase.

• No ‘Mottness’: on-site (Hubbard) repulsion is missing.
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A strange metal: lattice of SYK islands



1.  SYK criticality +  
        time reparameterization soft mode 

2.  Charged black holes 
 
3.  SYK lattice models

4.  Fractionalization and SYK criticality  
        in t-J models with random exchange 

5.  Linear-in-T resistivity down to zero T
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The t-J model
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We take the large z limit in a lattice with co-ordination number z
and Jij random, Jij = 0, J2

ij = J2
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Fractionalization in the t-J model
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Each site has 3 states which we map to the ‘superspin’ space of a
boson b (the holon) and a fermion f↵ (the spinon):
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U(1) gauge invariance, b ! be
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, f↵ ! f↵e

i�

The physical electron (c↵) and spin (~S) operators are rotations in
this SU(1|2) superspin space.
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The physical electron (c↵) and spin (~S) operators are rotations in
this SU(1|2) superspin space; both t and J terms in H are quartic
in terms of fractionalized particles.
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Fractionalization in the t-J model

The physical electron (c↵) and spin (~S) operators are rotations in
this SU(2|1) superspin space; both t and J terms in H are quartic
in terms of fractionalized particles.
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Fractionalization in the t-J model
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Each site has 3 states which we map to the space of a boson b
(the holon) and a fermion f↵ (the spinon):

|0i ) b† |vi , c†↵ |0i ) f†
↵ |vi

c↵ = f↵b
† , f†

↵f↵ + b†b = 1

To obtain a large M limit, let ↵ = 1 . . .M , endow the boson with

an ‘orbital’ index a = 1 . . .M 0
and send M ! 1 at fixed k = M 0/M .

Then

ca↵ = f↵b
†
a , f†

↵f↵ + b†aba =
M

2

Assuming the bosons are not condensed, we obtain SYK-like

equations for the boson and fermion Green’s functions:

Gb(i!n) =
1

i!n + µb � ⌃b(i!n)

⌃b(⌧) = �t2Gf (⌧)Gf (�⌧)Gb(⌧)

Gf (i!n) =
1

i!n + µf � ⌃f (i!n)

⌃f (⌧) = �J2G2
f (⌧)Gf (�⌧) + k t2Gf (⌧)Gb(⌧)Gb(�⌧)

Here µf and µb are chemical potentials chosen to satisfy

⌦
f†f

↵
=

1

2
� kp ,

⌦
b†b

↵
= p .

These equations have critical solutions with

Gf (z) = Cf
e�i(⇡�f+✓f )

z1�2�f
, Gb(z) = Cb

e�i(⇡�b+✓b)

z1�2�b
, Im(z) > 0

�f +�b =
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2
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+
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2
��f

◆
sin(2✓f )

sin(2⇡�f )
= kp
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+

✓
1

2
��b

◆
sin(2✓b)

sin(2⇡�b)
=

1

2
+ p .

The last two are analogs of ‘Luttinger’ relations, which follow from

an anomaly matching argument (Yingei Gu, A. Kitaev, S. Sachdev,

G. Tarnopolsky arXiv:1910.14099).
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Fractionalization in the t-J model

Large M limit of SU(M 0|M) theory
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The last two are analogs of ‘Luttinger’ relations, which follow from

an anomaly matching argument (Yingei Gu, A. Kitaev, S. Sachdev,

G. Tarnopolsky arXiv:1910.14099).
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Hidden�magnetism�at�the�pseudogap�critical�point�of�a�high�
temperature�superconductor�
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The�mysterious� pseudogap� phase� of� cuprate� superconductors� ends� at� a� critical�
hole�doping� level�p*�but�the�nature�of�the�ground�state�below�p*� is�still�debated.�
Here,� we� show� that� the� genuine� nature� of� the� magnetic� ground� state� in� La2Ǧ
xSrxCuO4�is�hidden�by�competing�effects�from�superconductivity:�applying�intense�
magnetic� fields� to�quench� superconductivity,�we�uncover� the�presence�of�glassy�
antiferromagnetic�order�up�to�the�pseudogap�boundary�p*�γ�0.19,�and�not�above.�
There� is� thus�a�quantum�phase� transition�at�p*,�which� is� likely� to�underlie�highǦ
field� observations� of� a� fundamental� change� in� electronic� properties� across� p*.�
Furthermore,�the�continuous�presence�of�quasiǦstatic�moments�from�the�insulator�
up�to�p*�suggests�that�the�physics�of�the�doped�Mott�insulator�is�relevant�through�
the� entire� pseudogap� regime� and� might� be� more� fundamentally� driving� the�
transition�at�p*�than�just�spin�or�charge�ordering.�
�
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Fig. 1. Quasi-static magnetism in the pseudogap state of La2-xSrxCuO4. Temperature – doping 
phase diagram representing Tmin, the temperature of the minimum in the sound velocity, at different 
fields. Since superconductivity precludes the observation of Tmin in zero-field, the dashed line (brown 
area) represents the extrapolated Tmin(B=0). While not exactly equal to the freezing temperature Tf (see 
Fig. 2), Tmin is closely tied to Tf and so is expected to have the same doping dependence, including a 
peak around p = 0.12 in zero/low fields (ref. 2). Onset temperatures of charge order are from ref. 33 
(squares) and 35 (hexagons). 
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Quasi-static magnetism in the pseudogap 
state of La2-xSrxCuO4. Temperature – 
doping phase diagram representing Tmin, the 
temperature of the minimum in the sound 
velocity, at different fields. Since 
superconductivity precludes the observation 
of Tmin in zero-field, the dashed line (brown 
area) represents the extrapolated Tmin(B=0). 
While not exactly equal to the freezing 
temperature Tf (see Fig. 2), Tmin is closely 
tied to Tf and so is expected to have the same 
doping dependence, including a peak around 
p = 0.12 in zero/low fields (ref. 2). Onset 
temperatures of charge order are from ref. 33 
(squares) and 35 (hexagons). 
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1.  SYK criticality +  
        time reparameterization soft mode 

2.  Charged black holes 
 
3.  SYK lattice models
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5.  Linear-in-T resistivity down to zero T



At the critical point/phase of the t-J model, the Fermi

liquid-like behavior of the electron Green’s function
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leads to a non-zero residual resitivity, ⇢(0) 6= 0.

However, the critical state is not a Fermi liquid, as

indicated by the slow decay of the spin correlations
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Moreover, in a Fermi liquid, we expect ⇢(T )� ⇢(0) ⇠ T 2
,

which also does not hold here.
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Time reparameterization soft mode

The leading corrections to the SL(2,R) invariant critical
Green’s function arise from the time reparameterization

soft mode, and these take the form
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where �non�conformal(T ⌧) is a computable (in the large M
limit) scaling function, and ↵G is universally proportional
to the co-e�cient ↵S of the Schwarizan action for the

time reparameterization mode.

Finally, computing the resistivity from this Green’s
function via the Kubo formula, we find

⇢(T ) = ⇢(0)
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Random t-J-UH model
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Solve as N ! 1: numerical, large M (SU(2)!SU(M)), ✏ expansions.
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The local action (2) still presents a strongly correlated
problem. SY [23] made further progress on the random
Heisenberg model by extending the spin symmetry to
SU(M) and taking the M ! 1 limit, which allows for
an analytical calculation of the spin-spin correlator of (2)
and reduces the self-consistent problem to a non-linear in-
tegral equation. This was extended to itinerant fermions
within the t-Jij model by Parcollet and Georges (PG)
[24], who obtained a FL regime of the doped model at
low-T , and a quantum critical regime associated with the
proximity of the spin-liquid Mott insulator characterized
by a

p
!,

p
T self-energy but, remarkably, ‘bad metal’ be-

haviour with linear resistivity. Recently, fermionic ver-
sions of the random coupling problem, the so-called SYK
models [36, 37], garnered much interest with again a solv-
able limit for a large number of flavors M ! 1. Recent
works [38–42] extended the mechanism of PG [24] for
linear-T resistivity to a lattice of SYK ‘quantum dots’
with hopping. Interestingly, when SYK dots are coupled
to another band of otherwise free and translationally in-
variant (uniform hopping) fermions, not only does the
T -linear resistivity extend down to zero temperature but
the mechanism switches to that driven by the MFL T -
linear scattering rate [43, 44].

For the physical limit of a single flavor of spin-1/2
fermions that is of our interest, the self-consistency equa-
tions above require computing two- and four-point cor-
relators in the local model with SU(2) symmetry. We
use an implementation [45] of Rubtsov’s continuous-
time interaction-expansion quantum Monte Carlo (CT-
INT) [46] algorithm which is based on the TRIQS li-
brary [47]. The algorithm works in imaginary time, so
we will discuss most of our results directly on the imag-
inary axis without analytic continuation, except in the
discussion of transport. Our implementation determines
the local spin-spin correlator from the impurity three-
point vertex function rather than through an operator
insertion measurement. This algorithmic improvement
allows for a drastic speed-up of the calculations [45].

Let us first consider the long time spin dynamics. In
Fig. 2, we display the local spin-spin correlation func-
tion Q(⌧) at a fixed low temperature T/t = 0.01, for
various t/U approaching the QCP at (t/U)c ⇡ 0.31
from the FL limit cutting the phase diagram Fig. 1
along the horizontal axis. In the inset, we also dis-
play how Q(⌧) varies upon raising temperatures for fixed
t/U = 0.357 making a vertical cut in the phase diagram
slightly away from the QCP. Since we work in the Mat-
subara formalism, a zero temperature long time asymp-
totic form Q(t) ⇠ 1/t↵ transforms into a scaling function
Q(⌧) ⇠ (1/� sin(⇡⌧/�))↵ and the data should be exam-
ined near ⌧ = �/2. Away from the critical point, for
t/U = 1.0, we obtain the FL behaviour at long time
Q(t) ⇠ 1/t2 (↵ = 2). The closer one gets to the critical
point, the longer it takes to reach this asymptotic regime,
reflecting the decrease of the FL coherence scale close to

FIG. 2. Main: Spin susceptibility log[Q(⌧)/Q(�/2)] vs ⌧/�
for J/t = 0.5 and T/t = 0.01, across several t/U . Grey curves
show (1/ sin⇡⌧/�)↵ with ↵ = 1 (solid) and ↵ = 2 (dashed).
Color scheme follows the blue (FL) and red (QSL) gradi-
ent of Fig. 1. Inset: Spin susceptibility log[Q(⌧)/Q(�/2)]
vs � log[sin(⇡⌧/�)], for J/t = 0.5 and t/U = 0.357, across
a range of T , demonstrating scaling behavior of Q(⌧) near
⌧ = �/2. Grey curves show ↵ = 1, 2 (solid, dashed).

the critical point. Once in the quantum critical regime,
for t/U = (t/U)c ⇡ 0.31, the long time spin dynamics
crosses over to Q(t) ⇠ 1/t (↵ = 1), which is the same
power law as in the SY M = 1 model. The QSL to
FL crossover is also visible in the temperature cut shown
in the inset, where we observe the crossover from 1/t
within the quantum critical fan above the Fermi liquid
coherence temperature to 1/t2 at low-temperatures. The
phase classification at each point in Fig. 1 follows the
above criterion to identify the FL regime and the QSL
regime.
These results establish that our SU(2) t-U -J model

has, in the quantum critical regime, the same QSL lo-
cal spin dynamics (↵ = 1) as the SY model in the
M = 1 limit. Renormalisation group (RG) methods
should prove useful in establishing analytically our nu-
merical findings for SU(2). For simplified versions of
the e↵ective action (2), e.g. involving only localized
spins [48], RG methods have indeed established [48–58],
that the Q(t) ⇠ 1/t spin liquid behaviour is the only one
consistent with the self-consistency condition (3). This
was recently extended to the QCP obtained by doping
the U = 1 model [59].
Let us now consider the one particle properties, en-

coded by the self-energy ⌃. In the FL regime for
(t/U)c ⌧ (t/U), the self-energy has the low energy
expansion[60] :

Im⌃(i!n, T ) ⇡

✓
1�

1

Z

◆
!n+

!2
n � (⇡T )2

E
+O(!3

n) (5)

In the small hopping limit (t/U) ⌧ (t/U)c, ⌃ diverges at
low frequencies as 1/!n, indicating a transition into an

4

FIG. 3. (a) Imaginary part of the self-energy at the first
Matsubara point �Im⌃(i!0 = i⇡T ) vs temperature T , for a
range of t/U . Solid grey lines stand for the FL prediction of
Im⌃(i!0) / T from the lowest temperature. Arrows indicate
the Fermi-liquid coherence temperature T ⇤ for each value of
t/U . The solution at t/U = 1.0 remains in the Fermi-liquid
regime over the entire range of temperature considered. (b)
Quasi-particle residue Z and coherence scale E as obtained
by fitting (5) to the self-energy data, ordering criterion for
the SG phase 1 � J�, and the energy scale determined from
scaling plot (!⇤)2, vs t/U . Inset : logE vs logZ2 illustrating
a dependency E / Z2 close to the QCP. Grey line with slope
1 is plotted to guide the eye.

insulating phase (see Supporting Information C). We ex-
amine the crossover from the FL to the quantum critical
regime in several ways. First, a direct consequence of (5)
is that the self-energy at the first Matsubara frequency
is linear in temperature with vanishing quadratic correc-
tions [61]: Im⌃(i!0 = i⇡T ) = (1 � 1/Z)⇡T + O(T 3).
Deviation from linearity in T at a temperature T ⇤ sig-
nals the FL coherence scale, and hence the crossover to
the quantum critical regime. This is illustrated on Fig.
3a : when t/U approaches (t/U)c, the self-energy in-
creases and T ⇤ (indicated by arrows on the figure) de-
creases. More precisely, we extract the quasi-particle
residue Z and the coherence scale E by fitting the func-
tional form (5) to the low-energy data using weighted
least squares. Fig. 3b shows that Z and E vanishes at the
QCP. The susceptibility to SG order is given by [34, 35]

FIG. 4. (a) Imaginary part of self-energy with the scat-
tering rate subtracted � (Im⌃(i!n)� Im⌃(0)) vs the scaled
frequency !/!⇤ for various values of U near the QCP at
T/t = 0.01, demonstrating the collapse onto the universal
scaling function f(!/!⇤) (grey solid curve). Color scheme
follows the legend of (b). Inset: Imaginary part of self-energy
�Im⌃(i!n) vs Matsubara frequencies !n at the QCP t/U =
0.312 and lowest accessible temperature T/t = 0.01. Also
shown are low-frequency fits of self-energy to the MFL form
c+ a!n log!n/b (orange) and the SYK form c+ a

p
!n + b!n

(green). (b) Scattering rate �Im⌃(0) vs temperature T/t at
various values of t/U near the QCP. At the QCP (t/U =
0.312, green), the scattering rate is T -linear (linear fit in
grey), in contrast to the quadratic behavior in the FL regime
(blue). (c) Resistivity ⇢DC/⇢0 vs temperature T/t at the
QCP, computed with the analytically continued Green’s func-
tion. The unit of resistivity is the MIR value ⇢0 = ~/e2�(0),
where � is the transport function. (d) Imaginary part of
self-energy at fixed, interpolated values of Matsubara fre-
quency �Im⌃(i! = fixed, T ) vs temperature T/t at the QCP
t/U = 0.312, for various fixed values of frequency.

�sg / �2/(1 � J2�2) with � the local susceptibility. As
shown in Fig. 3, we find that 1 � J� also vanishes close
to the QCP, indicating the boundary of the SG phase.
Within our numerical accuracy, we cannot however ex-
clude that 1�J� vanishes at a slightly larger value of t/U
than E, possibly indicating a small intervening region of
metallic SG [59].
In order to analyse the quantum critical point, we at-

tempt to scale the self-energy for t/U close to (t/U)c, for
our lowest temperature T/t = 0.01, with an ansatz of the
form

Im⌃(i!n) ⇡ Im⌃(0) + f
⇣!n

!⇤

⌘
(6)

which applies for !n and !⇤ smaller than the high-energy
cuto↵ J , but !n/!⇤ otherwise arbitrary. We determine
numerically Im⌃(0), !⇤ and the scaling function f by
requesting that optimal data collapse is obtained, using
a minimisation procedure. We obtain a remarkable col-
lapse of the data, presented in Fig. 4a, with !⇤ presented
in Fig. 3b.
For ! < !⇤, the ansatz (6) has to reproduce (5), which
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In the small hopping limit (t/U) ⌧ (t/U)c, ⌃ diverges at
low frequencies as 1/!n, indicating a transition into an
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FIG. 3. (a) Imaginary part of the self-energy at the first
Matsubara point �Im⌃(i!0 = i⇡T ) vs temperature T , for a
range of t/U . Solid grey lines stand for the FL prediction of
Im⌃(i!0) / T from the lowest temperature. Arrows indicate
the Fermi-liquid coherence temperature T ⇤ for each value of
t/U . The solution at t/U = 1.0 remains in the Fermi-liquid
regime over the entire range of temperature considered. (b)
Quasi-particle residue Z and coherence scale E as obtained
by fitting (5) to the self-energy data, ordering criterion for
the SG phase 1 � J�, and the energy scale determined from
scaling plot (!⇤)2, vs t/U . Inset : logE vs logZ2 illustrating
a dependency E / Z2 close to the QCP. Grey line with slope
1 is plotted to guide the eye.

insulating phase (see Supporting Information C). We ex-
amine the crossover from the FL to the quantum critical
regime in several ways. First, a direct consequence of (5)
is that the self-energy at the first Matsubara frequency
is linear in temperature with vanishing quadratic correc-
tions [61]: Im⌃(i!0 = i⇡T ) = (1 � 1/Z)⇡T + O(T 3).
Deviation from linearity in T at a temperature T ⇤ sig-
nals the FL coherence scale, and hence the crossover to
the quantum critical regime. This is illustrated on Fig.
3a : when t/U approaches (t/U)c, the self-energy in-
creases and T ⇤ (indicated by arrows on the figure) de-
creases. More precisely, we extract the quasi-particle
residue Z and the coherence scale E by fitting the func-
tional form (5) to the low-energy data using weighted
least squares. Fig. 3b shows that Z and E vanishes at the
QCP. The susceptibility to SG order is given by [34, 35]

FIG. 4. (a) Imaginary part of self-energy with the scat-
tering rate subtracted � (Im⌃(i!n)� Im⌃(0)) vs the scaled
frequency !/!⇤ for various values of U near the QCP at
T/t = 0.01, demonstrating the collapse onto the universal
scaling function f(!/!⇤) (grey solid curve). Color scheme
follows the legend of (b). Inset: Imaginary part of self-energy
�Im⌃(i!n) vs Matsubara frequencies !n at the QCP t/U =
0.312 and lowest accessible temperature T/t = 0.01. Also
shown are low-frequency fits of self-energy to the MFL form
c+ a!n log!n/b (orange) and the SYK form c+ a

p
!n + b!n

(green). (b) Scattering rate �Im⌃(0) vs temperature T/t at
various values of t/U near the QCP. At the QCP (t/U =
0.312, green), the scattering rate is T -linear (linear fit in
grey), in contrast to the quadratic behavior in the FL regime
(blue). (c) Resistivity ⇢DC/⇢0 vs temperature T/t at the
QCP, computed with the analytically continued Green’s func-
tion. The unit of resistivity is the MIR value ⇢0 = ~/e2�(0),
where � is the transport function. (d) Imaginary part of
self-energy at fixed, interpolated values of Matsubara fre-
quency �Im⌃(i! = fixed, T ) vs temperature T/t at the QCP
t/U = 0.312, for various fixed values of frequency.

�sg / �2/(1 � J2�2) with � the local susceptibility. As
shown in Fig. 3, we find that 1 � J� also vanishes close
to the QCP, indicating the boundary of the SG phase.
Within our numerical accuracy, we cannot however ex-
clude that 1�J� vanishes at a slightly larger value of t/U
than E, possibly indicating a small intervening region of
metallic SG [59].
In order to analyse the quantum critical point, we at-

tempt to scale the self-energy for t/U close to (t/U)c, for
our lowest temperature T/t = 0.01, with an ansatz of the
form

Im⌃(i!n) ⇡ Im⌃(0) + f
⇣!n

!⇤

⌘
(6)

which applies for !n and !⇤ smaller than the high-energy
cuto↵ J , but !n/!⇤ otherwise arbitrary. We determine
numerically Im⌃(0), !⇤ and the scaling function f by
requesting that optimal data collapse is obtained, using
a minimisation procedure. We obtain a remarkable col-
lapse of the data, presented in Fig. 4a, with !⇤ presented
in Fig. 3b.
For ! < !⇤, the ansatz (6) has to reproduce (5), which
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The local action (2) still presents a strongly correlated
problem. SY [23] made further progress on the random
Heisenberg model by extending the spin symmetry to
SU(M) and taking the M ! 1 limit, which allows for
an analytical calculation of the spin-spin correlator of (2)
and reduces the self-consistent problem to a non-linear in-
tegral equation. This was extended to itinerant fermions
within the t-Jij model by Parcollet and Georges (PG)
[24], who obtained a FL regime of the doped model at
low-T , and a quantum critical regime associated with the
proximity of the spin-liquid Mott insulator characterized
by a

p
!,

p
T self-energy but, remarkably, ‘bad metal’ be-

haviour with linear resistivity. Recently, fermionic ver-
sions of the random coupling problem, the so-called SYK
models [36, 37], garnered much interest with again a solv-
able limit for a large number of flavors M ! 1. Recent
works [38–42] extended the mechanism of PG [24] for
linear-T resistivity to a lattice of SYK ‘quantum dots’
with hopping. Interestingly, when SYK dots are coupled
to another band of otherwise free and translationally in-
variant (uniform hopping) fermions, not only does the
T -linear resistivity extend down to zero temperature but
the mechanism switches to that driven by the MFL T -
linear scattering rate [43, 44].

For the physical limit of a single flavor of spin-1/2
fermions that is of our interest, the self-consistency equa-
tions above require computing two- and four-point cor-
relators in the local model with SU(2) symmetry. We
use an implementation [45] of Rubtsov’s continuous-
time interaction-expansion quantum Monte Carlo (CT-
INT) [46] algorithm which is based on the TRIQS li-
brary [47]. The algorithm works in imaginary time, so
we will discuss most of our results directly on the imag-
inary axis without analytic continuation, except in the
discussion of transport. Our implementation determines
the local spin-spin correlator from the impurity three-
point vertex function rather than through an operator
insertion measurement. This algorithmic improvement
allows for a drastic speed-up of the calculations [45].

Let us first consider the long time spin dynamics. In
Fig. 2, we display the local spin-spin correlation func-
tion Q(⌧) at a fixed low temperature T/t = 0.01, for
various t/U approaching the QCP at (t/U)c ⇡ 0.31
from the FL limit cutting the phase diagram Fig. 1
along the horizontal axis. In the inset, we also dis-
play how Q(⌧) varies upon raising temperatures for fixed
t/U = 0.357 making a vertical cut in the phase diagram
slightly away from the QCP. Since we work in the Mat-
subara formalism, a zero temperature long time asymp-
totic form Q(t) ⇠ 1/t↵ transforms into a scaling function
Q(⌧) ⇠ (1/� sin(⇡⌧/�))↵ and the data should be exam-
ined near ⌧ = �/2. Away from the critical point, for
t/U = 1.0, we obtain the FL behaviour at long time
Q(t) ⇠ 1/t2 (↵ = 2). The closer one gets to the critical
point, the longer it takes to reach this asymptotic regime,
reflecting the decrease of the FL coherence scale close to

FIG. 2. Main: Spin susceptibility log[Q(⌧)/Q(�/2)] vs ⌧/�
for J/t = 0.5 and T/t = 0.01, across several t/U . Grey curves
show (1/ sin⇡⌧/�)↵ with ↵ = 1 (solid) and ↵ = 2 (dashed).
Color scheme follows the blue (FL) and red (QSL) gradi-
ent of Fig. 1. Inset: Spin susceptibility log[Q(⌧)/Q(�/2)]
vs � log[sin(⇡⌧/�)], for J/t = 0.5 and t/U = 0.357, across
a range of T , demonstrating scaling behavior of Q(⌧) near
⌧ = �/2. Grey curves show ↵ = 1, 2 (solid, dashed).

the critical point. Once in the quantum critical regime,
for t/U = (t/U)c ⇡ 0.31, the long time spin dynamics
crosses over to Q(t) ⇠ 1/t (↵ = 1), which is the same
power law as in the SY M = 1 model. The QSL to
FL crossover is also visible in the temperature cut shown
in the inset, where we observe the crossover from 1/t
within the quantum critical fan above the Fermi liquid
coherence temperature to 1/t2 at low-temperatures. The
phase classification at each point in Fig. 1 follows the
above criterion to identify the FL regime and the QSL
regime.
These results establish that our SU(2) t-U -J model

has, in the quantum critical regime, the same QSL lo-
cal spin dynamics (↵ = 1) as the SY model in the
M = 1 limit. Renormalisation group (RG) methods
should prove useful in establishing analytically our nu-
merical findings for SU(2). For simplified versions of
the e↵ective action (2), e.g. involving only localized
spins [48], RG methods have indeed established [48–58],
that the Q(t) ⇠ 1/t spin liquid behaviour is the only one
consistent with the self-consistency condition (3). This
was recently extended to the QCP obtained by doping
the U = 1 model [59].
Let us now consider the one particle properties, en-

coded by the self-energy ⌃. In the FL regime for
(t/U)c ⌧ (t/U), the self-energy has the low energy
expansion[60] :

Im⌃(i!n, T ) ⇡
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In the small hopping limit (t/U) ⌧ (t/U)c, ⌃ diverges at
low frequencies as 1/!n, indicating a transition into an
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FIG. 3. (a) Imaginary part of the self-energy at the first
Matsubara point �Im⌃(i!0 = i⇡T ) vs temperature T , for a
range of t/U . Solid grey lines stand for the FL prediction of
Im⌃(i!0) / T from the lowest temperature. Arrows indicate
the Fermi-liquid coherence temperature T ⇤ for each value of
t/U . The solution at t/U = 1.0 remains in the Fermi-liquid
regime over the entire range of temperature considered. (b)
Quasi-particle residue Z and coherence scale E as obtained
by fitting (5) to the self-energy data, ordering criterion for
the SG phase 1 � J�, and the energy scale determined from
scaling plot (!⇤)2, vs t/U . Inset : logE vs logZ2 illustrating
a dependency E / Z2 close to the QCP. Grey line with slope
1 is plotted to guide the eye.

insulating phase (see Supporting Information C). We ex-
amine the crossover from the FL to the quantum critical
regime in several ways. First, a direct consequence of (5)
is that the self-energy at the first Matsubara frequency
is linear in temperature with vanishing quadratic correc-
tions [61]: Im⌃(i!0 = i⇡T ) = (1 � 1/Z)⇡T + O(T 3).
Deviation from linearity in T at a temperature T ⇤ sig-
nals the FL coherence scale, and hence the crossover to
the quantum critical regime. This is illustrated on Fig.
3a : when t/U approaches (t/U)c, the self-energy in-
creases and T ⇤ (indicated by arrows on the figure) de-
creases. More precisely, we extract the quasi-particle
residue Z and the coherence scale E by fitting the func-
tional form (5) to the low-energy data using weighted
least squares. Fig. 3b shows that Z and E vanishes at the
QCP. The susceptibility to SG order is given by [34, 35]

FIG. 4. (a) Imaginary part of self-energy with the scat-
tering rate subtracted � (Im⌃(i!n)� Im⌃(0)) vs the scaled
frequency !/!⇤ for various values of U near the QCP at
T/t = 0.01, demonstrating the collapse onto the universal
scaling function f(!/!⇤) (grey solid curve). Color scheme
follows the legend of (b). Inset: Imaginary part of self-energy
�Im⌃(i!n) vs Matsubara frequencies !n at the QCP t/U =
0.312 and lowest accessible temperature T/t = 0.01. Also
shown are low-frequency fits of self-energy to the MFL form
c+ a!n log!n/b (orange) and the SYK form c+ a

p
!n + b!n

(green). (b) Scattering rate �Im⌃(0) vs temperature T/t at
various values of t/U near the QCP. At the QCP (t/U =
0.312, green), the scattering rate is T -linear (linear fit in
grey), in contrast to the quadratic behavior in the FL regime
(blue). (c) Resistivity ⇢DC/⇢0 vs temperature T/t at the
QCP, computed with the analytically continued Green’s func-
tion. The unit of resistivity is the MIR value ⇢0 = ~/e2�(0),
where � is the transport function. (d) Imaginary part of
self-energy at fixed, interpolated values of Matsubara fre-
quency �Im⌃(i! = fixed, T ) vs temperature T/t at the QCP
t/U = 0.312, for various fixed values of frequency.

�sg / �2/(1 � J2�2) with � the local susceptibility. As
shown in Fig. 3, we find that 1 � J� also vanishes close
to the QCP, indicating the boundary of the SG phase.
Within our numerical accuracy, we cannot however ex-
clude that 1�J� vanishes at a slightly larger value of t/U
than E, possibly indicating a small intervening region of
metallic SG [59].
In order to analyse the quantum critical point, we at-

tempt to scale the self-energy for t/U close to (t/U)c, for
our lowest temperature T/t = 0.01, with an ansatz of the
form

Im⌃(i!n) ⇡ Im⌃(0) + f
⇣!n

!⇤

⌘
(6)

which applies for !n and !⇤ smaller than the high-energy
cuto↵ J , but !n/!⇤ otherwise arbitrary. We determine
numerically Im⌃(0), !⇤ and the scaling function f by
requesting that optimal data collapse is obtained, using
a minimisation procedure. We obtain a remarkable col-
lapse of the data, presented in Fig. 4a, with !⇤ presented
in Fig. 3b.
For ! < !⇤, the ansatz (6) has to reproduce (5), which
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The local action (2) still presents a strongly correlated
problem. SY [23] made further progress on the random
Heisenberg model by extending the spin symmetry to
SU(M) and taking the M ! 1 limit, which allows for
an analytical calculation of the spin-spin correlator of (2)
and reduces the self-consistent problem to a non-linear in-
tegral equation. This was extended to itinerant fermions
within the t-Jij model by Parcollet and Georges (PG)
[24], who obtained a FL regime of the doped model at
low-T , and a quantum critical regime associated with the
proximity of the spin-liquid Mott insulator characterized
by a

p
!,

p
T self-energy but, remarkably, ‘bad metal’ be-

haviour with linear resistivity. Recently, fermionic ver-
sions of the random coupling problem, the so-called SYK
models [36, 37], garnered much interest with again a solv-
able limit for a large number of flavors M ! 1. Recent
works [38–42] extended the mechanism of PG [24] for
linear-T resistivity to a lattice of SYK ‘quantum dots’
with hopping. Interestingly, when SYK dots are coupled
to another band of otherwise free and translationally in-
variant (uniform hopping) fermions, not only does the
T -linear resistivity extend down to zero temperature but
the mechanism switches to that driven by the MFL T -
linear scattering rate [43, 44].

For the physical limit of a single flavor of spin-1/2
fermions that is of our interest, the self-consistency equa-
tions above require computing two- and four-point cor-
relators in the local model with SU(2) symmetry. We
use an implementation [45] of Rubtsov’s continuous-
time interaction-expansion quantum Monte Carlo (CT-
INT) [46] algorithm which is based on the TRIQS li-
brary [47]. The algorithm works in imaginary time, so
we will discuss most of our results directly on the imag-
inary axis without analytic continuation, except in the
discussion of transport. Our implementation determines
the local spin-spin correlator from the impurity three-
point vertex function rather than through an operator
insertion measurement. This algorithmic improvement
allows for a drastic speed-up of the calculations [45].

Let us first consider the long time spin dynamics. In
Fig. 2, we display the local spin-spin correlation func-
tion Q(⌧) at a fixed low temperature T/t = 0.01, for
various t/U approaching the QCP at (t/U)c ⇡ 0.31
from the FL limit cutting the phase diagram Fig. 1
along the horizontal axis. In the inset, we also dis-
play how Q(⌧) varies upon raising temperatures for fixed
t/U = 0.357 making a vertical cut in the phase diagram
slightly away from the QCP. Since we work in the Mat-
subara formalism, a zero temperature long time asymp-
totic form Q(t) ⇠ 1/t↵ transforms into a scaling function
Q(⌧) ⇠ (1/� sin(⇡⌧/�))↵ and the data should be exam-
ined near ⌧ = �/2. Away from the critical point, for
t/U = 1.0, we obtain the FL behaviour at long time
Q(t) ⇠ 1/t2 (↵ = 2). The closer one gets to the critical
point, the longer it takes to reach this asymptotic regime,
reflecting the decrease of the FL coherence scale close to

FIG. 2. Main: Spin susceptibility log[Q(⌧)/Q(�/2)] vs ⌧/�
for J/t = 0.5 and T/t = 0.01, across several t/U . Grey curves
show (1/ sin⇡⌧/�)↵ with ↵ = 1 (solid) and ↵ = 2 (dashed).
Color scheme follows the blue (FL) and red (QSL) gradi-
ent of Fig. 1. Inset: Spin susceptibility log[Q(⌧)/Q(�/2)]
vs � log[sin(⇡⌧/�)], for J/t = 0.5 and t/U = 0.357, across
a range of T , demonstrating scaling behavior of Q(⌧) near
⌧ = �/2. Grey curves show ↵ = 1, 2 (solid, dashed).

the critical point. Once in the quantum critical regime,
for t/U = (t/U)c ⇡ 0.31, the long time spin dynamics
crosses over to Q(t) ⇠ 1/t (↵ = 1), which is the same
power law as in the SY M = 1 model. The QSL to
FL crossover is also visible in the temperature cut shown
in the inset, where we observe the crossover from 1/t
within the quantum critical fan above the Fermi liquid
coherence temperature to 1/t2 at low-temperatures. The
phase classification at each point in Fig. 1 follows the
above criterion to identify the FL regime and the QSL
regime.
These results establish that our SU(2) t-U -J model

has, in the quantum critical regime, the same QSL lo-
cal spin dynamics (↵ = 1) as the SY model in the
M = 1 limit. Renormalisation group (RG) methods
should prove useful in establishing analytically our nu-
merical findings for SU(2). For simplified versions of
the e↵ective action (2), e.g. involving only localized
spins [48], RG methods have indeed established [48–58],
that the Q(t) ⇠ 1/t spin liquid behaviour is the only one
consistent with the self-consistency condition (3). This
was recently extended to the QCP obtained by doping
the U = 1 model [59].
Let us now consider the one particle properties, en-

coded by the self-energy ⌃. In the FL regime for
(t/U)c ⌧ (t/U), the self-energy has the low energy
expansion[60] :
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low frequencies as 1/!n, indicating a transition into an
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FIG. 3. (a) Imaginary part of the self-energy at the first
Matsubara point �Im⌃(i!0 = i⇡T ) vs temperature T , for a
range of t/U . Solid grey lines stand for the FL prediction of
Im⌃(i!0) / T from the lowest temperature. Arrows indicate
the Fermi-liquid coherence temperature T ⇤ for each value of
t/U . The solution at t/U = 1.0 remains in the Fermi-liquid
regime over the entire range of temperature considered. (b)
Quasi-particle residue Z and coherence scale E as obtained
by fitting (5) to the self-energy data, ordering criterion for
the SG phase 1 � J�, and the energy scale determined from
scaling plot (!⇤)2, vs t/U . Inset : logE vs logZ2 illustrating
a dependency E / Z2 close to the QCP. Grey line with slope
1 is plotted to guide the eye.

insulating phase (see Supporting Information C). We ex-
amine the crossover from the FL to the quantum critical
regime in several ways. First, a direct consequence of (5)
is that the self-energy at the first Matsubara frequency
is linear in temperature with vanishing quadratic correc-
tions [61]: Im⌃(i!0 = i⇡T ) = (1 � 1/Z)⇡T + O(T 3).
Deviation from linearity in T at a temperature T ⇤ sig-
nals the FL coherence scale, and hence the crossover to
the quantum critical regime. This is illustrated on Fig.
3a : when t/U approaches (t/U)c, the self-energy in-
creases and T ⇤ (indicated by arrows on the figure) de-
creases. More precisely, we extract the quasi-particle
residue Z and the coherence scale E by fitting the func-
tional form (5) to the low-energy data using weighted
least squares. Fig. 3b shows that Z and E vanishes at the
QCP. The susceptibility to SG order is given by [34, 35]

FIG. 4. (a) Imaginary part of self-energy with the scat-
tering rate subtracted � (Im⌃(i!n)� Im⌃(0)) vs the scaled
frequency !/!⇤ for various values of U near the QCP at
T/t = 0.01, demonstrating the collapse onto the universal
scaling function f(!/!⇤) (grey solid curve). Color scheme
follows the legend of (b). Inset: Imaginary part of self-energy
�Im⌃(i!n) vs Matsubara frequencies !n at the QCP t/U =
0.312 and lowest accessible temperature T/t = 0.01. Also
shown are low-frequency fits of self-energy to the MFL form
c+ a!n log!n/b (orange) and the SYK form c+ a

p
!n + b!n

(green). (b) Scattering rate �Im⌃(0) vs temperature T/t at
various values of t/U near the QCP. At the QCP (t/U =
0.312, green), the scattering rate is T -linear (linear fit in
grey), in contrast to the quadratic behavior in the FL regime
(blue). (c) Resistivity ⇢DC/⇢0 vs temperature T/t at the
QCP, computed with the analytically continued Green’s func-
tion. The unit of resistivity is the MIR value ⇢0 = ~/e2�(0),
where � is the transport function. (d) Imaginary part of
self-energy at fixed, interpolated values of Matsubara fre-
quency �Im⌃(i! = fixed, T ) vs temperature T/t at the QCP
t/U = 0.312, for various fixed values of frequency.

�sg / �2/(1 � J2�2) with � the local susceptibility. As
shown in Fig. 3, we find that 1 � J� also vanishes close
to the QCP, indicating the boundary of the SG phase.
Within our numerical accuracy, we cannot however ex-
clude that 1�J� vanishes at a slightly larger value of t/U
than E, possibly indicating a small intervening region of
metallic SG [59].
In order to analyse the quantum critical point, we at-

tempt to scale the self-energy for t/U close to (t/U)c, for
our lowest temperature T/t = 0.01, with an ansatz of the
form

Im⌃(i!n) ⇡ Im⌃(0) + f
⇣!n

!⇤

⌘
(6)

which applies for !n and !⇤ smaller than the high-energy
cuto↵ J , but !n/!⇤ otherwise arbitrary. We determine
numerically Im⌃(0), !⇤ and the scaling function f by
requesting that optimal data collapse is obtained, using
a minimisation procedure. We obtain a remarkable col-
lapse of the data, presented in Fig. 4a, with !⇤ presented
in Fig. 3b.
For ! < !⇤, the ansatz (6) has to reproduce (5), which
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1.  SYK criticality +  
        time reparameterization soft mode 

2.  Charged black holes 
 
3.  SYK lattice models

4.  Fractionalization and SYK criticality  
        in t-J models with random exchange 

5.  Linear-in-T resistivity down to zero T



Challenge for theory:

A model in which

lim
T!0

d⇢

dT
6= 0
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