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Anomalous Criticality in the
Electrical Resistivity of La2–xSrxCuO4
R. A. Cooper,1 Y. Wang,1 B. Vignolle,2 O. J. Lipscombe,1 S. M. Hayden,1 Y. Tanabe,3 T. Adachi,3
Y. Koike,3 M. Nohara,4* H. Takagi,4 Cyril Proust,2 N. E. Hussey1†

The presence or absence of a quantum critical point and its location in the phase diagram of high-
temperature superconductors have been subjects of intense scrutiny. Clear evidence for quantum
criticality, particularly in the transport properties, has proved elusive because the important low-
temperature region is masked by the onset of superconductivity. We present measurements of the
low-temperature in-plane resistivity of several highly doped La2–xSrxCuO4 single crystals in which
the superconductivity had been stripped away by using high magnetic fields. In contrast to other
quantum critical systems, the resistivity varies linearly with temperature over a wide doping range
with a gradient that scales monotonically with the superconducting transition temperature. It is
maximal at a critical doping level (pc) ~ 0.19 at which superconductivity is most robust. Moreover,
its value at pc corresponds to the onset of quasi-particle incoherence along specific momentum
directions, implying that the interaction that first promotes high-temperature superconductivity
may ultimately destroy the very quasi-particle states involved in the superconducting pairing.

An important theme in strongly correlated
electron systems is quantum criticality
and the associated quantum phase tran-

sitions that occur at zero temperature upon tuning
a nonthermal control parameter, g (e.g., pressure,
magnetic field H or composition), through a
critical value, gc. One feature of such a system is
the influence that critical fluctuations have on
the physical properties over a wide region in
the (T, g) phase diagram above the quantum
critical point (QCP), inside which the system
shows marked deviations from conventional
Landau Fermi-liquid behavior. A number of can-
didate non–Fermi-liquid systems have emerged,
particularly in the heavy fermion family (1), al-
though there are others, for example, certain
transition metal oxides (2), that display similar
characteristics.

The physics of copper-oxide high-temperature
superconductors may also be governed by prox-
imity to a QCP. The generic temperature-doping
(T, p) phase diagram resembles that seen in the
heavy fermions, with an apparent funnel-shaped
region that either pierces or skirts the supercon-
ducting dome (3). Above this region, cuprates
display an in-plane resistivity, rab, that varies
linearly with temperature over a wide tempera-
ture (4) yet narrow doping (5) range. This T-linear

resistivity has been widely interpreted, in tan-
dem with other anomalous transport properties
(6), as a manifestation of scale-invariant physics
borne out of proximity to the QCP. This view-
point has remained untested, largely because of
the high upper critical field Hc2 values in high-
Tc cuprates that restrict access to the important
limiting low-temperature region below Tc( p).
We used a combination of persistent and pulsed
high magnetic fields to expose the normal state
of La2–xSrxCuO4 (LSCO) over a wide doping
and temperature range and studied the evolution
of rab(T) with carrier density, from the slightly
underdoped (p = 0.15) to the heavily overdoped
( p = 0.33) region of the phase diagram. Our anal-
ysis reveals the presence of a singular doping
concentration in LSCO at which the electronic
response changes, although in a manner distinct
from that observed in other candidate quantum
critical systems.

In-plane resistivity of La2–xSrxCuO4. A series
of high-field rab(T, H) measurements were car-
ried out on overdoped LSCO single crystals with
doping levels of p = 0.18, 0.21, and 0.23 (labeled
hereafter LSCO18, LSCO21, and LSCO23, re-
spectively) with the field aligned perpendicular
to the CuO2 planes in order to suppress the su-
perconductivity. Figure 1A shows the rab(T, H)
data obtained on LSCO23. In order to track the
temperature dependence of the zero-field resistivity
r(T, 0) below Tc, we used a simple, transparent
technique to extrapolate the high-field rab(T, H)
data to the zero-field axis (Fig. 1B). The re-
sultant r(T, 0) values, plotted in Fig. 1C together
with the zero-field rab(T) curve below 70 K,
are found to exhibit a T-linear dependence down
to 1.5 K. For comparison, we also plotted the ab-
solute values of r(T, 48) at a fixed high field of
48 T obtained directly from the vertical dashed
line in Fig. 1A. The temperature dependence of

the latter (analysis-free) values is identical to that
of r(T, 0) and is consistent with earlier 60-T data
taken on LSCO22 (7), showing that the anal-
ysis itself has not introduced any additional,
artificial temperature dependence in r(T, 0). Sim-
ilar pulsed-field measurements and analysis were
carried out for the two other doping levels as
summarized in fig. S1.

Figure 2 shows the resultant r(T, 0) values
plus zero-field rab(T) data for seven different
concentrations ranging from optimal doping
(p = 0.17) to the heavily overdoped, nonsuper-
conducting region (p = 0.33). The gradual cross-
over in the temperature dependence of rab(T),
from quasi-linear for LSCO17 to approximately
quadratic for LSCO33, is evident in the raw data
and is consistent with previous studies carried
out above Tc (5, 8, 9). At low temperatures, how-
ever, rab(T) develops predominantly T-linear
behavior for the entire doping range 0.18 ≤ p ≤
0.29 [for p = 0.17, data exists only above Tc(H =
0)]. Although evidence for a low-T T-linear re-
sistivity has emerged for single doping concen-
trations in both electron- (10) and hole-doped
(11, 12) cuprates, our measurements show that
the low-T linearity in fact persists over a broad
range of doping.

Single-component analysis. In heavy fermi-
on systems, Dr(T), the T-dependent part of r(T),
is often described by a single term anT

n whose
exponent n(T, H) evolves from the Fermi-liquid
value n = 2 to some anomalous value less than 2
over a narrow temperature and magnetic field
window (13–15). The anomalous exponent in
Dr(T) persists to low temperatures only at the
critical field, Hc. In Fig. 3, we plotted a com-
parative n(T, p) = d(lnDr)/d(ln T) for LSCO by
using the resistivity curves shown in Fig. 2.

For T > 50 K, the resultant phase diagram re-
sembles that seen in prototypical quantum critical
systems, with a narrow region in which rab(T) is
approximately (although not strictly) T-linear sep-
arated from a region where rab(T) varies approx-
imately as T2. As the temperature is lowered,
however, the situation becomes markedly dif-
ferent. Rather than collapsing to a single (critical)
point, the T-linear region in LSCO fans out and
dominates the low-T response. Intriguingly, this
T-linear regime (or more precisely, the region
where n < 1.1) is coincident with both the Tc
parabola (long-dashed white line) and the super-
conducting fluctuation regime (short-dashed white
line) and has thus been obscured until now by
the veil of superconductivity.

Dual-component analysis. Previously, Drab(T)
in overdoped, hole-doped cuprates has been ex-
pressed either as above, that is, as anT

n (1 ≤
n ≤ 2) (16), or as the sum of two components,
a1T + a2T

2 (11, 17, 18). In fig. S2, we describe
in detail why the latter is in fact the more ap-
propriate expression for LSCO. In Fig. 4, A and
B, we show the doping dependences of a1 and
a2, respectively, for two different fitting proto-
cols. The solid squares are coefficients obtained
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The presence or absence of a quantum critical point and its location in the phase diagram of high-
temperature superconductors have been subjects of intense scrutiny. Clear evidence for quantum
criticality, particularly in the transport properties, has proved elusive because the important low-
temperature region is masked by the onset of superconductivity. We present measurements of the
low-temperature in-plane resistivity of several highly doped La2–xSrxCuO4 single crystals in which
the superconductivity had been stripped away by using high magnetic fields. In contrast to other
quantum critical systems, the resistivity varies linearly with temperature over a wide doping range
with a gradient that scales monotonically with the superconducting transition temperature. It is
maximal at a critical doping level (pc) ~ 0.19 at which superconductivity is most robust. Moreover,
its value at pc corresponds to the onset of quasi-particle incoherence along specific momentum
directions, implying that the interaction that first promotes high-temperature superconductivity
may ultimately destroy the very quasi-particle states involved in the superconducting pairing.

An important theme in strongly correlated
electron systems is quantum criticality
and the associated quantum phase tran-

sitions that occur at zero temperature upon tuning
a nonthermal control parameter, g (e.g., pressure,
magnetic field H or composition), through a
critical value, gc. One feature of such a system is
the influence that critical fluctuations have on
the physical properties over a wide region in
the (T, g) phase diagram above the quantum
critical point (QCP), inside which the system
shows marked deviations from conventional
Landau Fermi-liquid behavior. A number of can-
didate non–Fermi-liquid systems have emerged,
particularly in the heavy fermion family (1), al-
though there are others, for example, certain
transition metal oxides (2), that display similar
characteristics.

The physics of copper-oxide high-temperature
superconductors may also be governed by prox-
imity to a QCP. The generic temperature-doping
(T, p) phase diagram resembles that seen in the
heavy fermions, with an apparent funnel-shaped
region that either pierces or skirts the supercon-
ducting dome (3). Above this region, cuprates
display an in-plane resistivity, rab, that varies
linearly with temperature over a wide tempera-
ture (4) yet narrow doping (5) range. This T-linear

resistivity has been widely interpreted, in tan-
dem with other anomalous transport properties
(6), as a manifestation of scale-invariant physics
borne out of proximity to the QCP. This view-
point has remained untested, largely because of
the high upper critical field Hc2 values in high-
Tc cuprates that restrict access to the important
limiting low-temperature region below Tc( p).
We used a combination of persistent and pulsed
high magnetic fields to expose the normal state
of La2–xSrxCuO4 (LSCO) over a wide doping
and temperature range and studied the evolution
of rab(T) with carrier density, from the slightly
underdoped (p = 0.15) to the heavily overdoped
( p = 0.33) region of the phase diagram. Our anal-
ysis reveals the presence of a singular doping
concentration in LSCO at which the electronic
response changes, although in a manner distinct
from that observed in other candidate quantum
critical systems.

In-plane resistivity of La2–xSrxCuO4. A series
of high-field rab(T, H) measurements were car-
ried out on overdoped LSCO single crystals with
doping levels of p = 0.18, 0.21, and 0.23 (labeled
hereafter LSCO18, LSCO21, and LSCO23, re-
spectively) with the field aligned perpendicular
to the CuO2 planes in order to suppress the su-
perconductivity. Figure 1A shows the rab(T, H)
data obtained on LSCO23. In order to track the
temperature dependence of the zero-field resistivity
r(T, 0) below Tc, we used a simple, transparent
technique to extrapolate the high-field rab(T, H)
data to the zero-field axis (Fig. 1B). The re-
sultant r(T, 0) values, plotted in Fig. 1C together
with the zero-field rab(T) curve below 70 K,
are found to exhibit a T-linear dependence down
to 1.5 K. For comparison, we also plotted the ab-
solute values of r(T, 48) at a fixed high field of
48 T obtained directly from the vertical dashed
line in Fig. 1A. The temperature dependence of

the latter (analysis-free) values is identical to that
of r(T, 0) and is consistent with earlier 60-T data
taken on LSCO22 (7), showing that the anal-
ysis itself has not introduced any additional,
artificial temperature dependence in r(T, 0). Sim-
ilar pulsed-field measurements and analysis were
carried out for the two other doping levels as
summarized in fig. S1.

Figure 2 shows the resultant r(T, 0) values
plus zero-field rab(T) data for seven different
concentrations ranging from optimal doping
(p = 0.17) to the heavily overdoped, nonsuper-
conducting region (p = 0.33). The gradual cross-
over in the temperature dependence of rab(T),
from quasi-linear for LSCO17 to approximately
quadratic for LSCO33, is evident in the raw data
and is consistent with previous studies carried
out above Tc (5, 8, 9). At low temperatures, how-
ever, rab(T) develops predominantly T-linear
behavior for the entire doping range 0.18 ≤ p ≤
0.29 [for p = 0.17, data exists only above Tc(H =
0)]. Although evidence for a low-T T-linear re-
sistivity has emerged for single doping concen-
trations in both electron- (10) and hole-doped
(11, 12) cuprates, our measurements show that
the low-T linearity in fact persists over a broad
range of doping.

Single-component analysis. In heavy fermi-
on systems, Dr(T), the T-dependent part of r(T),
is often described by a single term anT

n whose
exponent n(T, H) evolves from the Fermi-liquid
value n = 2 to some anomalous value less than 2
over a narrow temperature and magnetic field
window (13–15). The anomalous exponent in
Dr(T) persists to low temperatures only at the
critical field, Hc. In Fig. 3, we plotted a com-
parative n(T, p) = d(lnDr)/d(ln T) for LSCO by
using the resistivity curves shown in Fig. 2.

For T > 50 K, the resultant phase diagram re-
sembles that seen in prototypical quantum critical
systems, with a narrow region in which rab(T) is
approximately (although not strictly) T-linear sep-
arated from a region where rab(T) varies approx-
imately as T2. As the temperature is lowered,
however, the situation becomes markedly dif-
ferent. Rather than collapsing to a single (critical)
point, the T-linear region in LSCO fans out and
dominates the low-T response. Intriguingly, this
T-linear regime (or more precisely, the region
where n < 1.1) is coincident with both the Tc
parabola (long-dashed white line) and the super-
conducting fluctuation regime (short-dashed white
line) and has thus been obscured until now by
the veil of superconductivity.

Dual-component analysis. Previously, Drab(T)
in overdoped, hole-doped cuprates has been ex-
pressed either as above, that is, as anT

n (1 ≤
n ≤ 2) (16), or as the sum of two components,
a1T + a2T

2 (11, 17, 18). In fig. S2, we describe
in detail why the latter is in fact the more ap-
propriate expression for LSCO. In Fig. 4, A and
B, we show the doping dependences of a1 and
a2, respectively, for two different fitting proto-
cols. The solid squares are coefficients obtained
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The presence or absence of a quantum critical point and its location in the phase diagram of high-
temperature superconductors have been subjects of intense scrutiny. Clear evidence for quantum
criticality, particularly in the transport properties, has proved elusive because the important low-
temperature region is masked by the onset of superconductivity. We present measurements of the
low-temperature in-plane resistivity of several highly doped La2–xSrxCuO4 single crystals in which
the superconductivity had been stripped away by using high magnetic fields. In contrast to other
quantum critical systems, the resistivity varies linearly with temperature over a wide doping range
with a gradient that scales monotonically with the superconducting transition temperature. It is
maximal at a critical doping level (pc) ~ 0.19 at which superconductivity is most robust. Moreover,
its value at pc corresponds to the onset of quasi-particle incoherence along specific momentum
directions, implying that the interaction that first promotes high-temperature superconductivity
may ultimately destroy the very quasi-particle states involved in the superconducting pairing.

An important theme in strongly correlated
electron systems is quantum criticality
and the associated quantum phase tran-

sitions that occur at zero temperature upon tuning
a nonthermal control parameter, g (e.g., pressure,
magnetic field H or composition), through a
critical value, gc. One feature of such a system is
the influence that critical fluctuations have on
the physical properties over a wide region in
the (T, g) phase diagram above the quantum
critical point (QCP), inside which the system
shows marked deviations from conventional
Landau Fermi-liquid behavior. A number of can-
didate non–Fermi-liquid systems have emerged,
particularly in the heavy fermion family (1), al-
though there are others, for example, certain
transition metal oxides (2), that display similar
characteristics.

The physics of copper-oxide high-temperature
superconductors may also be governed by prox-
imity to a QCP. The generic temperature-doping
(T, p) phase diagram resembles that seen in the
heavy fermions, with an apparent funnel-shaped
region that either pierces or skirts the supercon-
ducting dome (3). Above this region, cuprates
display an in-plane resistivity, rab, that varies
linearly with temperature over a wide tempera-
ture (4) yet narrow doping (5) range. This T-linear

resistivity has been widely interpreted, in tan-
dem with other anomalous transport properties
(6), as a manifestation of scale-invariant physics
borne out of proximity to the QCP. This view-
point has remained untested, largely because of
the high upper critical field Hc2 values in high-
Tc cuprates that restrict access to the important
limiting low-temperature region below Tc( p).
We used a combination of persistent and pulsed
high magnetic fields to expose the normal state
of La2–xSrxCuO4 (LSCO) over a wide doping
and temperature range and studied the evolution
of rab(T) with carrier density, from the slightly
underdoped (p = 0.15) to the heavily overdoped
( p = 0.33) region of the phase diagram. Our anal-
ysis reveals the presence of a singular doping
concentration in LSCO at which the electronic
response changes, although in a manner distinct
from that observed in other candidate quantum
critical systems.

In-plane resistivity of La2–xSrxCuO4. A series
of high-field rab(T, H) measurements were car-
ried out on overdoped LSCO single crystals with
doping levels of p = 0.18, 0.21, and 0.23 (labeled
hereafter LSCO18, LSCO21, and LSCO23, re-
spectively) with the field aligned perpendicular
to the CuO2 planes in order to suppress the su-
perconductivity. Figure 1A shows the rab(T, H)
data obtained on LSCO23. In order to track the
temperature dependence of the zero-field resistivity
r(T, 0) below Tc, we used a simple, transparent
technique to extrapolate the high-field rab(T, H)
data to the zero-field axis (Fig. 1B). The re-
sultant r(T, 0) values, plotted in Fig. 1C together
with the zero-field rab(T) curve below 70 K,
are found to exhibit a T-linear dependence down
to 1.5 K. For comparison, we also plotted the ab-
solute values of r(T, 48) at a fixed high field of
48 T obtained directly from the vertical dashed
line in Fig. 1A. The temperature dependence of

the latter (analysis-free) values is identical to that
of r(T, 0) and is consistent with earlier 60-T data
taken on LSCO22 (7), showing that the anal-
ysis itself has not introduced any additional,
artificial temperature dependence in r(T, 0). Sim-
ilar pulsed-field measurements and analysis were
carried out for the two other doping levels as
summarized in fig. S1.

Figure 2 shows the resultant r(T, 0) values
plus zero-field rab(T) data for seven different
concentrations ranging from optimal doping
(p = 0.17) to the heavily overdoped, nonsuper-
conducting region (p = 0.33). The gradual cross-
over in the temperature dependence of rab(T),
from quasi-linear for LSCO17 to approximately
quadratic for LSCO33, is evident in the raw data
and is consistent with previous studies carried
out above Tc (5, 8, 9). At low temperatures, how-
ever, rab(T) develops predominantly T-linear
behavior for the entire doping range 0.18 ≤ p ≤
0.29 [for p = 0.17, data exists only above Tc(H =
0)]. Although evidence for a low-T T-linear re-
sistivity has emerged for single doping concen-
trations in both electron- (10) and hole-doped
(11, 12) cuprates, our measurements show that
the low-T linearity in fact persists over a broad
range of doping.

Single-component analysis. In heavy fermi-
on systems, Dr(T), the T-dependent part of r(T),
is often described by a single term anT

n whose
exponent n(T, H) evolves from the Fermi-liquid
value n = 2 to some anomalous value less than 2
over a narrow temperature and magnetic field
window (13–15). The anomalous exponent in
Dr(T) persists to low temperatures only at the
critical field, Hc. In Fig. 3, we plotted a com-
parative n(T, p) = d(lnDr)/d(ln T) for LSCO by
using the resistivity curves shown in Fig. 2.

For T > 50 K, the resultant phase diagram re-
sembles that seen in prototypical quantum critical
systems, with a narrow region in which rab(T) is
approximately (although not strictly) T-linear sep-
arated from a region where rab(T) varies approx-
imately as T2. As the temperature is lowered,
however, the situation becomes markedly dif-
ferent. Rather than collapsing to a single (critical)
point, the T-linear region in LSCO fans out and
dominates the low-T response. Intriguingly, this
T-linear regime (or more precisely, the region
where n < 1.1) is coincident with both the Tc
parabola (long-dashed white line) and the super-
conducting fluctuation regime (short-dashed white
line) and has thus been obscured until now by
the veil of superconductivity.

Dual-component analysis. Previously, Drab(T)
in overdoped, hole-doped cuprates has been ex-
pressed either as above, that is, as anT

n (1 ≤
n ≤ 2) (16), or as the sum of two components,
a1T + a2T

2 (11, 17, 18). In fig. S2, we describe
in detail why the latter is in fact the more ap-
propriate expression for LSCO. In Fig. 4, A and
B, we show the doping dependences of a1 and
a2, respectively, for two different fitting proto-
cols. The solid squares are coefficients obtained
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The presence or absence of a quantum critical point and its location in the phase diagram of high-
temperature superconductors have been subjects of intense scrutiny. Clear evidence for quantum
criticality, particularly in the transport properties, has proved elusive because the important low-
temperature region is masked by the onset of superconductivity. We present measurements of the
low-temperature in-plane resistivity of several highly doped La2–xSrxCuO4 single crystals in which
the superconductivity had been stripped away by using high magnetic fields. In contrast to other
quantum critical systems, the resistivity varies linearly with temperature over a wide doping range
with a gradient that scales monotonically with the superconducting transition temperature. It is
maximal at a critical doping level (pc) ~ 0.19 at which superconductivity is most robust. Moreover,
its value at pc corresponds to the onset of quasi-particle incoherence along specific momentum
directions, implying that the interaction that first promotes high-temperature superconductivity
may ultimately destroy the very quasi-particle states involved in the superconducting pairing.

An important theme in strongly correlated
electron systems is quantum criticality
and the associated quantum phase tran-

sitions that occur at zero temperature upon tuning
a nonthermal control parameter, g (e.g., pressure,
magnetic field H or composition), through a
critical value, gc. One feature of such a system is
the influence that critical fluctuations have on
the physical properties over a wide region in
the (T, g) phase diagram above the quantum
critical point (QCP), inside which the system
shows marked deviations from conventional
Landau Fermi-liquid behavior. A number of can-
didate non–Fermi-liquid systems have emerged,
particularly in the heavy fermion family (1), al-
though there are others, for example, certain
transition metal oxides (2), that display similar
characteristics.

The physics of copper-oxide high-temperature
superconductors may also be governed by prox-
imity to a QCP. The generic temperature-doping
(T, p) phase diagram resembles that seen in the
heavy fermions, with an apparent funnel-shaped
region that either pierces or skirts the supercon-
ducting dome (3). Above this region, cuprates
display an in-plane resistivity, rab, that varies
linearly with temperature over a wide tempera-
ture (4) yet narrow doping (5) range. This T-linear

resistivity has been widely interpreted, in tan-
dem with other anomalous transport properties
(6), as a manifestation of scale-invariant physics
borne out of proximity to the QCP. This view-
point has remained untested, largely because of
the high upper critical field Hc2 values in high-
Tc cuprates that restrict access to the important
limiting low-temperature region below Tc( p).
We used a combination of persistent and pulsed
high magnetic fields to expose the normal state
of La2–xSrxCuO4 (LSCO) over a wide doping
and temperature range and studied the evolution
of rab(T) with carrier density, from the slightly
underdoped (p = 0.15) to the heavily overdoped
( p = 0.33) region of the phase diagram. Our anal-
ysis reveals the presence of a singular doping
concentration in LSCO at which the electronic
response changes, although in a manner distinct
from that observed in other candidate quantum
critical systems.

In-plane resistivity of La2–xSrxCuO4. A series
of high-field rab(T, H) measurements were car-
ried out on overdoped LSCO single crystals with
doping levels of p = 0.18, 0.21, and 0.23 (labeled
hereafter LSCO18, LSCO21, and LSCO23, re-
spectively) with the field aligned perpendicular
to the CuO2 planes in order to suppress the su-
perconductivity. Figure 1A shows the rab(T, H)
data obtained on LSCO23. In order to track the
temperature dependence of the zero-field resistivity
r(T, 0) below Tc, we used a simple, transparent
technique to extrapolate the high-field rab(T, H)
data to the zero-field axis (Fig. 1B). The re-
sultant r(T, 0) values, plotted in Fig. 1C together
with the zero-field rab(T) curve below 70 K,
are found to exhibit a T-linear dependence down
to 1.5 K. For comparison, we also plotted the ab-
solute values of r(T, 48) at a fixed high field of
48 T obtained directly from the vertical dashed
line in Fig. 1A. The temperature dependence of

the latter (analysis-free) values is identical to that
of r(T, 0) and is consistent with earlier 60-T data
taken on LSCO22 (7), showing that the anal-
ysis itself has not introduced any additional,
artificial temperature dependence in r(T, 0). Sim-
ilar pulsed-field measurements and analysis were
carried out for the two other doping levels as
summarized in fig. S1.

Figure 2 shows the resultant r(T, 0) values
plus zero-field rab(T) data for seven different
concentrations ranging from optimal doping
(p = 0.17) to the heavily overdoped, nonsuper-
conducting region (p = 0.33). The gradual cross-
over in the temperature dependence of rab(T),
from quasi-linear for LSCO17 to approximately
quadratic for LSCO33, is evident in the raw data
and is consistent with previous studies carried
out above Tc (5, 8, 9). At low temperatures, how-
ever, rab(T) develops predominantly T-linear
behavior for the entire doping range 0.18 ≤ p ≤
0.29 [for p = 0.17, data exists only above Tc(H =
0)]. Although evidence for a low-T T-linear re-
sistivity has emerged for single doping concen-
trations in both electron- (10) and hole-doped
(11, 12) cuprates, our measurements show that
the low-T linearity in fact persists over a broad
range of doping.

Single-component analysis. In heavy fermi-
on systems, Dr(T), the T-dependent part of r(T),
is often described by a single term anT

n whose
exponent n(T, H) evolves from the Fermi-liquid
value n = 2 to some anomalous value less than 2
over a narrow temperature and magnetic field
window (13–15). The anomalous exponent in
Dr(T) persists to low temperatures only at the
critical field, Hc. In Fig. 3, we plotted a com-
parative n(T, p) = d(lnDr)/d(ln T) for LSCO by
using the resistivity curves shown in Fig. 2.

For T > 50 K, the resultant phase diagram re-
sembles that seen in prototypical quantum critical
systems, with a narrow region in which rab(T) is
approximately (although not strictly) T-linear sep-
arated from a region where rab(T) varies approx-
imately as T2. As the temperature is lowered,
however, the situation becomes markedly dif-
ferent. Rather than collapsing to a single (critical)
point, the T-linear region in LSCO fans out and
dominates the low-T response. Intriguingly, this
T-linear regime (or more precisely, the region
where n < 1.1) is coincident with both the Tc
parabola (long-dashed white line) and the super-
conducting fluctuation regime (short-dashed white
line) and has thus been obscured until now by
the veil of superconductivity.

Dual-component analysis. Previously, Drab(T)
in overdoped, hole-doped cuprates has been ex-
pressed either as above, that is, as anT

n (1 ≤
n ≤ 2) (16), or as the sum of two components,
a1T + a2T

2 (11, 17, 18). In fig. S2, we describe
in detail why the latter is in fact the more ap-
propriate expression for LSCO. In Fig. 4, A and
B, we show the doping dependences of a1 and
a2, respectively, for two different fitting proto-
cols. The solid squares are coefficients obtained
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The presence or absence of a quantum critical point and its location in the phase diagram of high-
temperature superconductors have been subjects of intense scrutiny. Clear evidence for quantum
criticality, particularly in the transport properties, has proved elusive because the important low-
temperature region is masked by the onset of superconductivity. We present measurements of the
low-temperature in-plane resistivity of several highly doped La2–xSrxCuO4 single crystals in which
the superconductivity had been stripped away by using high magnetic fields. In contrast to other
quantum critical systems, the resistivity varies linearly with temperature over a wide doping range
with a gradient that scales monotonically with the superconducting transition temperature. It is
maximal at a critical doping level (pc) ~ 0.19 at which superconductivity is most robust. Moreover,
its value at pc corresponds to the onset of quasi-particle incoherence along specific momentum
directions, implying that the interaction that first promotes high-temperature superconductivity
may ultimately destroy the very quasi-particle states involved in the superconducting pairing.

An important theme in strongly correlated
electron systems is quantum criticality
and the associated quantum phase tran-

sitions that occur at zero temperature upon tuning
a nonthermal control parameter, g (e.g., pressure,
magnetic field H or composition), through a
critical value, gc. One feature of such a system is
the influence that critical fluctuations have on
the physical properties over a wide region in
the (T, g) phase diagram above the quantum
critical point (QCP), inside which the system
shows marked deviations from conventional
Landau Fermi-liquid behavior. A number of can-
didate non–Fermi-liquid systems have emerged,
particularly in the heavy fermion family (1), al-
though there are others, for example, certain
transition metal oxides (2), that display similar
characteristics.

The physics of copper-oxide high-temperature
superconductors may also be governed by prox-
imity to a QCP. The generic temperature-doping
(T, p) phase diagram resembles that seen in the
heavy fermions, with an apparent funnel-shaped
region that either pierces or skirts the supercon-
ducting dome (3). Above this region, cuprates
display an in-plane resistivity, rab, that varies
linearly with temperature over a wide tempera-
ture (4) yet narrow doping (5) range. This T-linear

resistivity has been widely interpreted, in tan-
dem with other anomalous transport properties
(6), as a manifestation of scale-invariant physics
borne out of proximity to the QCP. This view-
point has remained untested, largely because of
the high upper critical field Hc2 values in high-
Tc cuprates that restrict access to the important
limiting low-temperature region below Tc( p).
We used a combination of persistent and pulsed
high magnetic fields to expose the normal state
of La2–xSrxCuO4 (LSCO) over a wide doping
and temperature range and studied the evolution
of rab(T) with carrier density, from the slightly
underdoped (p = 0.15) to the heavily overdoped
( p = 0.33) region of the phase diagram. Our anal-
ysis reveals the presence of a singular doping
concentration in LSCO at which the electronic
response changes, although in a manner distinct
from that observed in other candidate quantum
critical systems.

In-plane resistivity of La2–xSrxCuO4. A series
of high-field rab(T, H) measurements were car-
ried out on overdoped LSCO single crystals with
doping levels of p = 0.18, 0.21, and 0.23 (labeled
hereafter LSCO18, LSCO21, and LSCO23, re-
spectively) with the field aligned perpendicular
to the CuO2 planes in order to suppress the su-
perconductivity. Figure 1A shows the rab(T, H)
data obtained on LSCO23. In order to track the
temperature dependence of the zero-field resistivity
r(T, 0) below Tc, we used a simple, transparent
technique to extrapolate the high-field rab(T, H)
data to the zero-field axis (Fig. 1B). The re-
sultant r(T, 0) values, plotted in Fig. 1C together
with the zero-field rab(T) curve below 70 K,
are found to exhibit a T-linear dependence down
to 1.5 K. For comparison, we also plotted the ab-
solute values of r(T, 48) at a fixed high field of
48 T obtained directly from the vertical dashed
line in Fig. 1A. The temperature dependence of

the latter (analysis-free) values is identical to that
of r(T, 0) and is consistent with earlier 60-T data
taken on LSCO22 (7), showing that the anal-
ysis itself has not introduced any additional,
artificial temperature dependence in r(T, 0). Sim-
ilar pulsed-field measurements and analysis were
carried out for the two other doping levels as
summarized in fig. S1.

Figure 2 shows the resultant r(T, 0) values
plus zero-field rab(T) data for seven different
concentrations ranging from optimal doping
(p = 0.17) to the heavily overdoped, nonsuper-
conducting region (p = 0.33). The gradual cross-
over in the temperature dependence of rab(T),
from quasi-linear for LSCO17 to approximately
quadratic for LSCO33, is evident in the raw data
and is consistent with previous studies carried
out above Tc (5, 8, 9). At low temperatures, how-
ever, rab(T) develops predominantly T-linear
behavior for the entire doping range 0.18 ≤ p ≤
0.29 [for p = 0.17, data exists only above Tc(H =
0)]. Although evidence for a low-T T-linear re-
sistivity has emerged for single doping concen-
trations in both electron- (10) and hole-doped
(11, 12) cuprates, our measurements show that
the low-T linearity in fact persists over a broad
range of doping.

Single-component analysis. In heavy fermi-
on systems, Dr(T), the T-dependent part of r(T),
is often described by a single term anT

n whose
exponent n(T, H) evolves from the Fermi-liquid
value n = 2 to some anomalous value less than 2
over a narrow temperature and magnetic field
window (13–15). The anomalous exponent in
Dr(T) persists to low temperatures only at the
critical field, Hc. In Fig. 3, we plotted a com-
parative n(T, p) = d(lnDr)/d(ln T) for LSCO by
using the resistivity curves shown in Fig. 2.

For T > 50 K, the resultant phase diagram re-
sembles that seen in prototypical quantum critical
systems, with a narrow region in which rab(T) is
approximately (although not strictly) T-linear sep-
arated from a region where rab(T) varies approx-
imately as T2. As the temperature is lowered,
however, the situation becomes markedly dif-
ferent. Rather than collapsing to a single (critical)
point, the T-linear region in LSCO fans out and
dominates the low-T response. Intriguingly, this
T-linear regime (or more precisely, the region
where n < 1.1) is coincident with both the Tc
parabola (long-dashed white line) and the super-
conducting fluctuation regime (short-dashed white
line) and has thus been obscured until now by
the veil of superconductivity.

Dual-component analysis. Previously, Drab(T)
in overdoped, hole-doped cuprates has been ex-
pressed either as above, that is, as anT

n (1 ≤
n ≤ 2) (16), or as the sum of two components,
a1T + a2T

2 (11, 17, 18). In fig. S2, we describe
in detail why the latter is in fact the more ap-
propriate expression for LSCO. In Fig. 4, A and
B, we show the doping dependences of a1 and
a2, respectively, for two different fitting proto-
cols. The solid squares are coefficients obtained
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The presence or absence of a quantum critical point and its location in the phase diagram of high-
temperature superconductors have been subjects of intense scrutiny. Clear evidence for quantum
criticality, particularly in the transport properties, has proved elusive because the important low-
temperature region is masked by the onset of superconductivity. We present measurements of the
low-temperature in-plane resistivity of several highly doped La2–xSrxCuO4 single crystals in which
the superconductivity had been stripped away by using high magnetic fields. In contrast to other
quantum critical systems, the resistivity varies linearly with temperature over a wide doping range
with a gradient that scales monotonically with the superconducting transition temperature. It is
maximal at a critical doping level (pc) ~ 0.19 at which superconductivity is most robust. Moreover,
its value at pc corresponds to the onset of quasi-particle incoherence along specific momentum
directions, implying that the interaction that first promotes high-temperature superconductivity
may ultimately destroy the very quasi-particle states involved in the superconducting pairing.

An important theme in strongly correlated
electron systems is quantum criticality
and the associated quantum phase tran-

sitions that occur at zero temperature upon tuning
a nonthermal control parameter, g (e.g., pressure,
magnetic field H or composition), through a
critical value, gc. One feature of such a system is
the influence that critical fluctuations have on
the physical properties over a wide region in
the (T, g) phase diagram above the quantum
critical point (QCP), inside which the system
shows marked deviations from conventional
Landau Fermi-liquid behavior. A number of can-
didate non–Fermi-liquid systems have emerged,
particularly in the heavy fermion family (1), al-
though there are others, for example, certain
transition metal oxides (2), that display similar
characteristics.

The physics of copper-oxide high-temperature
superconductors may also be governed by prox-
imity to a QCP. The generic temperature-doping
(T, p) phase diagram resembles that seen in the
heavy fermions, with an apparent funnel-shaped
region that either pierces or skirts the supercon-
ducting dome (3). Above this region, cuprates
display an in-plane resistivity, rab, that varies
linearly with temperature over a wide tempera-
ture (4) yet narrow doping (5) range. This T-linear

resistivity has been widely interpreted, in tan-
dem with other anomalous transport properties
(6), as a manifestation of scale-invariant physics
borne out of proximity to the QCP. This view-
point has remained untested, largely because of
the high upper critical field Hc2 values in high-
Tc cuprates that restrict access to the important
limiting low-temperature region below Tc( p).
We used a combination of persistent and pulsed
high magnetic fields to expose the normal state
of La2–xSrxCuO4 (LSCO) over a wide doping
and temperature range and studied the evolution
of rab(T) with carrier density, from the slightly
underdoped (p = 0.15) to the heavily overdoped
( p = 0.33) region of the phase diagram. Our anal-
ysis reveals the presence of a singular doping
concentration in LSCO at which the electronic
response changes, although in a manner distinct
from that observed in other candidate quantum
critical systems.

In-plane resistivity of La2–xSrxCuO4. A series
of high-field rab(T, H) measurements were car-
ried out on overdoped LSCO single crystals with
doping levels of p = 0.18, 0.21, and 0.23 (labeled
hereafter LSCO18, LSCO21, and LSCO23, re-
spectively) with the field aligned perpendicular
to the CuO2 planes in order to suppress the su-
perconductivity. Figure 1A shows the rab(T, H)
data obtained on LSCO23. In order to track the
temperature dependence of the zero-field resistivity
r(T, 0) below Tc, we used a simple, transparent
technique to extrapolate the high-field rab(T, H)
data to the zero-field axis (Fig. 1B). The re-
sultant r(T, 0) values, plotted in Fig. 1C together
with the zero-field rab(T) curve below 70 K,
are found to exhibit a T-linear dependence down
to 1.5 K. For comparison, we also plotted the ab-
solute values of r(T, 48) at a fixed high field of
48 T obtained directly from the vertical dashed
line in Fig. 1A. The temperature dependence of

the latter (analysis-free) values is identical to that
of r(T, 0) and is consistent with earlier 60-T data
taken on LSCO22 (7), showing that the anal-
ysis itself has not introduced any additional,
artificial temperature dependence in r(T, 0). Sim-
ilar pulsed-field measurements and analysis were
carried out for the two other doping levels as
summarized in fig. S1.

Figure 2 shows the resultant r(T, 0) values
plus zero-field rab(T) data for seven different
concentrations ranging from optimal doping
(p = 0.17) to the heavily overdoped, nonsuper-
conducting region (p = 0.33). The gradual cross-
over in the temperature dependence of rab(T),
from quasi-linear for LSCO17 to approximately
quadratic for LSCO33, is evident in the raw data
and is consistent with previous studies carried
out above Tc (5, 8, 9). At low temperatures, how-
ever, rab(T) develops predominantly T-linear
behavior for the entire doping range 0.18 ≤ p ≤
0.29 [for p = 0.17, data exists only above Tc(H =
0)]. Although evidence for a low-T T-linear re-
sistivity has emerged for single doping concen-
trations in both electron- (10) and hole-doped
(11, 12) cuprates, our measurements show that
the low-T linearity in fact persists over a broad
range of doping.

Single-component analysis. In heavy fermi-
on systems, Dr(T), the T-dependent part of r(T),
is often described by a single term anT

n whose
exponent n(T, H) evolves from the Fermi-liquid
value n = 2 to some anomalous value less than 2
over a narrow temperature and magnetic field
window (13–15). The anomalous exponent in
Dr(T) persists to low temperatures only at the
critical field, Hc. In Fig. 3, we plotted a com-
parative n(T, p) = d(lnDr)/d(ln T) for LSCO by
using the resistivity curves shown in Fig. 2.

For T > 50 K, the resultant phase diagram re-
sembles that seen in prototypical quantum critical
systems, with a narrow region in which rab(T) is
approximately (although not strictly) T-linear sep-
arated from a region where rab(T) varies approx-
imately as T2. As the temperature is lowered,
however, the situation becomes markedly dif-
ferent. Rather than collapsing to a single (critical)
point, the T-linear region in LSCO fans out and
dominates the low-T response. Intriguingly, this
T-linear regime (or more precisely, the region
where n < 1.1) is coincident with both the Tc
parabola (long-dashed white line) and the super-
conducting fluctuation regime (short-dashed white
line) and has thus been obscured until now by
the veil of superconductivity.

Dual-component analysis. Previously, Drab(T)
in overdoped, hole-doped cuprates has been ex-
pressed either as above, that is, as anT

n (1 ≤
n ≤ 2) (16), or as the sum of two components,
a1T + a2T

2 (11, 17, 18). In fig. S2, we describe
in detail why the latter is in fact the more ap-
propriate expression for LSCO. In Fig. 4, A and
B, we show the doping dependences of a1 and
a2, respectively, for two different fitting proto-
cols. The solid squares are coefficients obtained
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Anomalous Criticality in the
Electrical Resistivity of La2–xSrxCuO4
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The presence or absence of a quantum critical point and its location in the phase diagram of high-
temperature superconductors have been subjects of intense scrutiny. Clear evidence for quantum
criticality, particularly in the transport properties, has proved elusive because the important low-
temperature region is masked by the onset of superconductivity. We present measurements of the
low-temperature in-plane resistivity of several highly doped La2–xSrxCuO4 single crystals in which
the superconductivity had been stripped away by using high magnetic fields. In contrast to other
quantum critical systems, the resistivity varies linearly with temperature over a wide doping range
with a gradient that scales monotonically with the superconducting transition temperature. It is
maximal at a critical doping level (pc) ~ 0.19 at which superconductivity is most robust. Moreover,
its value at pc corresponds to the onset of quasi-particle incoherence along specific momentum
directions, implying that the interaction that first promotes high-temperature superconductivity
may ultimately destroy the very quasi-particle states involved in the superconducting pairing.

An important theme in strongly correlated
electron systems is quantum criticality
and the associated quantum phase tran-

sitions that occur at zero temperature upon tuning
a nonthermal control parameter, g (e.g., pressure,
magnetic field H or composition), through a
critical value, gc. One feature of such a system is
the influence that critical fluctuations have on
the physical properties over a wide region in
the (T, g) phase diagram above the quantum
critical point (QCP), inside which the system
shows marked deviations from conventional
Landau Fermi-liquid behavior. A number of can-
didate non–Fermi-liquid systems have emerged,
particularly in the heavy fermion family (1), al-
though there are others, for example, certain
transition metal oxides (2), that display similar
characteristics.

The physics of copper-oxide high-temperature
superconductors may also be governed by prox-
imity to a QCP. The generic temperature-doping
(T, p) phase diagram resembles that seen in the
heavy fermions, with an apparent funnel-shaped
region that either pierces or skirts the supercon-
ducting dome (3). Above this region, cuprates
display an in-plane resistivity, rab, that varies
linearly with temperature over a wide tempera-
ture (4) yet narrow doping (5) range. This T-linear

resistivity has been widely interpreted, in tan-
dem with other anomalous transport properties
(6), as a manifestation of scale-invariant physics
borne out of proximity to the QCP. This view-
point has remained untested, largely because of
the high upper critical field Hc2 values in high-
Tc cuprates that restrict access to the important
limiting low-temperature region below Tc( p).
We used a combination of persistent and pulsed
high magnetic fields to expose the normal state
of La2–xSrxCuO4 (LSCO) over a wide doping
and temperature range and studied the evolution
of rab(T) with carrier density, from the slightly
underdoped (p = 0.15) to the heavily overdoped
( p = 0.33) region of the phase diagram. Our anal-
ysis reveals the presence of a singular doping
concentration in LSCO at which the electronic
response changes, although in a manner distinct
from that observed in other candidate quantum
critical systems.

In-plane resistivity of La2–xSrxCuO4. A series
of high-field rab(T, H) measurements were car-
ried out on overdoped LSCO single crystals with
doping levels of p = 0.18, 0.21, and 0.23 (labeled
hereafter LSCO18, LSCO21, and LSCO23, re-
spectively) with the field aligned perpendicular
to the CuO2 planes in order to suppress the su-
perconductivity. Figure 1A shows the rab(T, H)
data obtained on LSCO23. In order to track the
temperature dependence of the zero-field resistivity
r(T, 0) below Tc, we used a simple, transparent
technique to extrapolate the high-field rab(T, H)
data to the zero-field axis (Fig. 1B). The re-
sultant r(T, 0) values, plotted in Fig. 1C together
with the zero-field rab(T) curve below 70 K,
are found to exhibit a T-linear dependence down
to 1.5 K. For comparison, we also plotted the ab-
solute values of r(T, 48) at a fixed high field of
48 T obtained directly from the vertical dashed
line in Fig. 1A. The temperature dependence of

the latter (analysis-free) values is identical to that
of r(T, 0) and is consistent with earlier 60-T data
taken on LSCO22 (7), showing that the anal-
ysis itself has not introduced any additional,
artificial temperature dependence in r(T, 0). Sim-
ilar pulsed-field measurements and analysis were
carried out for the two other doping levels as
summarized in fig. S1.

Figure 2 shows the resultant r(T, 0) values
plus zero-field rab(T) data for seven different
concentrations ranging from optimal doping
(p = 0.17) to the heavily overdoped, nonsuper-
conducting region (p = 0.33). The gradual cross-
over in the temperature dependence of rab(T),
from quasi-linear for LSCO17 to approximately
quadratic for LSCO33, is evident in the raw data
and is consistent with previous studies carried
out above Tc (5, 8, 9). At low temperatures, how-
ever, rab(T) develops predominantly T-linear
behavior for the entire doping range 0.18 ≤ p ≤
0.29 [for p = 0.17, data exists only above Tc(H =
0)]. Although evidence for a low-T T-linear re-
sistivity has emerged for single doping concen-
trations in both electron- (10) and hole-doped
(11, 12) cuprates, our measurements show that
the low-T linearity in fact persists over a broad
range of doping.

Single-component analysis. In heavy fermi-
on systems, Dr(T), the T-dependent part of r(T),
is often described by a single term anT

n whose
exponent n(T, H) evolves from the Fermi-liquid
value n = 2 to some anomalous value less than 2
over a narrow temperature and magnetic field
window (13–15). The anomalous exponent in
Dr(T) persists to low temperatures only at the
critical field, Hc. In Fig. 3, we plotted a com-
parative n(T, p) = d(lnDr)/d(ln T) for LSCO by
using the resistivity curves shown in Fig. 2.

For T > 50 K, the resultant phase diagram re-
sembles that seen in prototypical quantum critical
systems, with a narrow region in which rab(T) is
approximately (although not strictly) T-linear sep-
arated from a region where rab(T) varies approx-
imately as T2. As the temperature is lowered,
however, the situation becomes markedly dif-
ferent. Rather than collapsing to a single (critical)
point, the T-linear region in LSCO fans out and
dominates the low-T response. Intriguingly, this
T-linear regime (or more precisely, the region
where n < 1.1) is coincident with both the Tc
parabola (long-dashed white line) and the super-
conducting fluctuation regime (short-dashed white
line) and has thus been obscured until now by
the veil of superconductivity.

Dual-component analysis. Previously, Drab(T)
in overdoped, hole-doped cuprates has been ex-
pressed either as above, that is, as anT

n (1 ≤
n ≤ 2) (16), or as the sum of two components,
a1T + a2T

2 (11, 17, 18). In fig. S2, we describe
in detail why the latter is in fact the more ap-
propriate expression for LSCO. In Fig. 4, A and
B, we show the doping dependences of a1 and
a2, respectively, for two different fitting proto-
cols. The solid squares are coefficients obtained
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The presence or absence of a quantum critical point and its location in the phase diagram of high-
temperature superconductors have been subjects of intense scrutiny. Clear evidence for quantum
criticality, particularly in the transport properties, has proved elusive because the important low-
temperature region is masked by the onset of superconductivity. We present measurements of the
low-temperature in-plane resistivity of several highly doped La2–xSrxCuO4 single crystals in which
the superconductivity had been stripped away by using high magnetic fields. In contrast to other
quantum critical systems, the resistivity varies linearly with temperature over a wide doping range
with a gradient that scales monotonically with the superconducting transition temperature. It is
maximal at a critical doping level (pc) ~ 0.19 at which superconductivity is most robust. Moreover,
its value at pc corresponds to the onset of quasi-particle incoherence along specific momentum
directions, implying that the interaction that first promotes high-temperature superconductivity
may ultimately destroy the very quasi-particle states involved in the superconducting pairing.

An important theme in strongly correlated
electron systems is quantum criticality
and the associated quantum phase tran-

sitions that occur at zero temperature upon tuning
a nonthermal control parameter, g (e.g., pressure,
magnetic field H or composition), through a
critical value, gc. One feature of such a system is
the influence that critical fluctuations have on
the physical properties over a wide region in
the (T, g) phase diagram above the quantum
critical point (QCP), inside which the system
shows marked deviations from conventional
Landau Fermi-liquid behavior. A number of can-
didate non–Fermi-liquid systems have emerged,
particularly in the heavy fermion family (1), al-
though there are others, for example, certain
transition metal oxides (2), that display similar
characteristics.

The physics of copper-oxide high-temperature
superconductors may also be governed by prox-
imity to a QCP. The generic temperature-doping
(T, p) phase diagram resembles that seen in the
heavy fermions, with an apparent funnel-shaped
region that either pierces or skirts the supercon-
ducting dome (3). Above this region, cuprates
display an in-plane resistivity, rab, that varies
linearly with temperature over a wide tempera-
ture (4) yet narrow doping (5) range. This T-linear

resistivity has been widely interpreted, in tan-
dem with other anomalous transport properties
(6), as a manifestation of scale-invariant physics
borne out of proximity to the QCP. This view-
point has remained untested, largely because of
the high upper critical field Hc2 values in high-
Tc cuprates that restrict access to the important
limiting low-temperature region below Tc( p).
We used a combination of persistent and pulsed
high magnetic fields to expose the normal state
of La2–xSrxCuO4 (LSCO) over a wide doping
and temperature range and studied the evolution
of rab(T) with carrier density, from the slightly
underdoped (p = 0.15) to the heavily overdoped
( p = 0.33) region of the phase diagram. Our anal-
ysis reveals the presence of a singular doping
concentration in LSCO at which the electronic
response changes, although in a manner distinct
from that observed in other candidate quantum
critical systems.

In-plane resistivity of La2–xSrxCuO4. A series
of high-field rab(T, H) measurements were car-
ried out on overdoped LSCO single crystals with
doping levels of p = 0.18, 0.21, and 0.23 (labeled
hereafter LSCO18, LSCO21, and LSCO23, re-
spectively) with the field aligned perpendicular
to the CuO2 planes in order to suppress the su-
perconductivity. Figure 1A shows the rab(T, H)
data obtained on LSCO23. In order to track the
temperature dependence of the zero-field resistivity
r(T, 0) below Tc, we used a simple, transparent
technique to extrapolate the high-field rab(T, H)
data to the zero-field axis (Fig. 1B). The re-
sultant r(T, 0) values, plotted in Fig. 1C together
with the zero-field rab(T) curve below 70 K,
are found to exhibit a T-linear dependence down
to 1.5 K. For comparison, we also plotted the ab-
solute values of r(T, 48) at a fixed high field of
48 T obtained directly from the vertical dashed
line in Fig. 1A. The temperature dependence of

the latter (analysis-free) values is identical to that
of r(T, 0) and is consistent with earlier 60-T data
taken on LSCO22 (7), showing that the anal-
ysis itself has not introduced any additional,
artificial temperature dependence in r(T, 0). Sim-
ilar pulsed-field measurements and analysis were
carried out for the two other doping levels as
summarized in fig. S1.

Figure 2 shows the resultant r(T, 0) values
plus zero-field rab(T) data for seven different
concentrations ranging from optimal doping
(p = 0.17) to the heavily overdoped, nonsuper-
conducting region (p = 0.33). The gradual cross-
over in the temperature dependence of rab(T),
from quasi-linear for LSCO17 to approximately
quadratic for LSCO33, is evident in the raw data
and is consistent with previous studies carried
out above Tc (5, 8, 9). At low temperatures, how-
ever, rab(T) develops predominantly T-linear
behavior for the entire doping range 0.18 ≤ p ≤
0.29 [for p = 0.17, data exists only above Tc(H =
0)]. Although evidence for a low-T T-linear re-
sistivity has emerged for single doping concen-
trations in both electron- (10) and hole-doped
(11, 12) cuprates, our measurements show that
the low-T linearity in fact persists over a broad
range of doping.

Single-component analysis. In heavy fermi-
on systems, Dr(T), the T-dependent part of r(T),
is often described by a single term anT

n whose
exponent n(T, H) evolves from the Fermi-liquid
value n = 2 to some anomalous value less than 2
over a narrow temperature and magnetic field
window (13–15). The anomalous exponent in
Dr(T) persists to low temperatures only at the
critical field, Hc. In Fig. 3, we plotted a com-
parative n(T, p) = d(lnDr)/d(ln T) for LSCO by
using the resistivity curves shown in Fig. 2.

For T > 50 K, the resultant phase diagram re-
sembles that seen in prototypical quantum critical
systems, with a narrow region in which rab(T) is
approximately (although not strictly) T-linear sep-
arated from a region where rab(T) varies approx-
imately as T2. As the temperature is lowered,
however, the situation becomes markedly dif-
ferent. Rather than collapsing to a single (critical)
point, the T-linear region in LSCO fans out and
dominates the low-T response. Intriguingly, this
T-linear regime (or more precisely, the region
where n < 1.1) is coincident with both the Tc
parabola (long-dashed white line) and the super-
conducting fluctuation regime (short-dashed white
line) and has thus been obscured until now by
the veil of superconductivity.

Dual-component analysis. Previously, Drab(T)
in overdoped, hole-doped cuprates has been ex-
pressed either as above, that is, as anT

n (1 ≤
n ≤ 2) (16), or as the sum of two components,
a1T + a2T

2 (11, 17, 18). In fig. S2, we describe
in detail why the latter is in fact the more ap-
propriate expression for LSCO. In Fig. 4, A and
B, we show the doping dependences of a1 and
a2, respectively, for two different fitting proto-
cols. The solid squares are coefficients obtained
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The presence or absence of a quantum critical point and its location in the phase diagram of high-
temperature superconductors have been subjects of intense scrutiny. Clear evidence for quantum
criticality, particularly in the transport properties, has proved elusive because the important low-
temperature region is masked by the onset of superconductivity. We present measurements of the
low-temperature in-plane resistivity of several highly doped La2–xSrxCuO4 single crystals in which
the superconductivity had been stripped away by using high magnetic fields. In contrast to other
quantum critical systems, the resistivity varies linearly with temperature over a wide doping range
with a gradient that scales monotonically with the superconducting transition temperature. It is
maximal at a critical doping level (pc) ~ 0.19 at which superconductivity is most robust. Moreover,
its value at pc corresponds to the onset of quasi-particle incoherence along specific momentum
directions, implying that the interaction that first promotes high-temperature superconductivity
may ultimately destroy the very quasi-particle states involved in the superconducting pairing.

An important theme in strongly correlated
electron systems is quantum criticality
and the associated quantum phase tran-

sitions that occur at zero temperature upon tuning
a nonthermal control parameter, g (e.g., pressure,
magnetic field H or composition), through a
critical value, gc. One feature of such a system is
the influence that critical fluctuations have on
the physical properties over a wide region in
the (T, g) phase diagram above the quantum
critical point (QCP), inside which the system
shows marked deviations from conventional
Landau Fermi-liquid behavior. A number of can-
didate non–Fermi-liquid systems have emerged,
particularly in the heavy fermion family (1), al-
though there are others, for example, certain
transition metal oxides (2), that display similar
characteristics.

The physics of copper-oxide high-temperature
superconductors may also be governed by prox-
imity to a QCP. The generic temperature-doping
(T, p) phase diagram resembles that seen in the
heavy fermions, with an apparent funnel-shaped
region that either pierces or skirts the supercon-
ducting dome (3). Above this region, cuprates
display an in-plane resistivity, rab, that varies
linearly with temperature over a wide tempera-
ture (4) yet narrow doping (5) range. This T-linear

resistivity has been widely interpreted, in tan-
dem with other anomalous transport properties
(6), as a manifestation of scale-invariant physics
borne out of proximity to the QCP. This view-
point has remained untested, largely because of
the high upper critical field Hc2 values in high-
Tc cuprates that restrict access to the important
limiting low-temperature region below Tc( p).
We used a combination of persistent and pulsed
high magnetic fields to expose the normal state
of La2–xSrxCuO4 (LSCO) over a wide doping
and temperature range and studied the evolution
of rab(T) with carrier density, from the slightly
underdoped (p = 0.15) to the heavily overdoped
( p = 0.33) region of the phase diagram. Our anal-
ysis reveals the presence of a singular doping
concentration in LSCO at which the electronic
response changes, although in a manner distinct
from that observed in other candidate quantum
critical systems.

In-plane resistivity of La2–xSrxCuO4. A series
of high-field rab(T, H) measurements were car-
ried out on overdoped LSCO single crystals with
doping levels of p = 0.18, 0.21, and 0.23 (labeled
hereafter LSCO18, LSCO21, and LSCO23, re-
spectively) with the field aligned perpendicular
to the CuO2 planes in order to suppress the su-
perconductivity. Figure 1A shows the rab(T, H)
data obtained on LSCO23. In order to track the
temperature dependence of the zero-field resistivity
r(T, 0) below Tc, we used a simple, transparent
technique to extrapolate the high-field rab(T, H)
data to the zero-field axis (Fig. 1B). The re-
sultant r(T, 0) values, plotted in Fig. 1C together
with the zero-field rab(T) curve below 70 K,
are found to exhibit a T-linear dependence down
to 1.5 K. For comparison, we also plotted the ab-
solute values of r(T, 48) at a fixed high field of
48 T obtained directly from the vertical dashed
line in Fig. 1A. The temperature dependence of

the latter (analysis-free) values is identical to that
of r(T, 0) and is consistent with earlier 60-T data
taken on LSCO22 (7), showing that the anal-
ysis itself has not introduced any additional,
artificial temperature dependence in r(T, 0). Sim-
ilar pulsed-field measurements and analysis were
carried out for the two other doping levels as
summarized in fig. S1.

Figure 2 shows the resultant r(T, 0) values
plus zero-field rab(T) data for seven different
concentrations ranging from optimal doping
(p = 0.17) to the heavily overdoped, nonsuper-
conducting region (p = 0.33). The gradual cross-
over in the temperature dependence of rab(T),
from quasi-linear for LSCO17 to approximately
quadratic for LSCO33, is evident in the raw data
and is consistent with previous studies carried
out above Tc (5, 8, 9). At low temperatures, how-
ever, rab(T) develops predominantly T-linear
behavior for the entire doping range 0.18 ≤ p ≤
0.29 [for p = 0.17, data exists only above Tc(H =
0)]. Although evidence for a low-T T-linear re-
sistivity has emerged for single doping concen-
trations in both electron- (10) and hole-doped
(11, 12) cuprates, our measurements show that
the low-T linearity in fact persists over a broad
range of doping.

Single-component analysis. In heavy fermi-
on systems, Dr(T), the T-dependent part of r(T),
is often described by a single term anT

n whose
exponent n(T, H) evolves from the Fermi-liquid
value n = 2 to some anomalous value less than 2
over a narrow temperature and magnetic field
window (13–15). The anomalous exponent in
Dr(T) persists to low temperatures only at the
critical field, Hc. In Fig. 3, we plotted a com-
parative n(T, p) = d(lnDr)/d(ln T) for LSCO by
using the resistivity curves shown in Fig. 2.

For T > 50 K, the resultant phase diagram re-
sembles that seen in prototypical quantum critical
systems, with a narrow region in which rab(T) is
approximately (although not strictly) T-linear sep-
arated from a region where rab(T) varies approx-
imately as T2. As the temperature is lowered,
however, the situation becomes markedly dif-
ferent. Rather than collapsing to a single (critical)
point, the T-linear region in LSCO fans out and
dominates the low-T response. Intriguingly, this
T-linear regime (or more precisely, the region
where n < 1.1) is coincident with both the Tc
parabola (long-dashed white line) and the super-
conducting fluctuation regime (short-dashed white
line) and has thus been obscured until now by
the veil of superconductivity.

Dual-component analysis. Previously, Drab(T)
in overdoped, hole-doped cuprates has been ex-
pressed either as above, that is, as anT

n (1 ≤
n ≤ 2) (16), or as the sum of two components,
a1T + a2T

2 (11, 17, 18). In fig. S2, we describe
in detail why the latter is in fact the more ap-
propriate expression for LSCO. In Fig. 4, A and
B, we show the doping dependences of a1 and
a2, respectively, for two different fitting proto-
cols. The solid squares are coefficients obtained
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Anomalous Criticality in the
Electrical Resistivity of La2–xSrxCuO4
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The presence or absence of a quantum critical point and its location in the phase diagram of high-
temperature superconductors have been subjects of intense scrutiny. Clear evidence for quantum
criticality, particularly in the transport properties, has proved elusive because the important low-
temperature region is masked by the onset of superconductivity. We present measurements of the
low-temperature in-plane resistivity of several highly doped La2–xSrxCuO4 single crystals in which
the superconductivity had been stripped away by using high magnetic fields. In contrast to other
quantum critical systems, the resistivity varies linearly with temperature over a wide doping range
with a gradient that scales monotonically with the superconducting transition temperature. It is
maximal at a critical doping level (pc) ~ 0.19 at which superconductivity is most robust. Moreover,
its value at pc corresponds to the onset of quasi-particle incoherence along specific momentum
directions, implying that the interaction that first promotes high-temperature superconductivity
may ultimately destroy the very quasi-particle states involved in the superconducting pairing.

An important theme in strongly correlated
electron systems is quantum criticality
and the associated quantum phase tran-

sitions that occur at zero temperature upon tuning
a nonthermal control parameter, g (e.g., pressure,
magnetic field H or composition), through a
critical value, gc. One feature of such a system is
the influence that critical fluctuations have on
the physical properties over a wide region in
the (T, g) phase diagram above the quantum
critical point (QCP), inside which the system
shows marked deviations from conventional
Landau Fermi-liquid behavior. A number of can-
didate non–Fermi-liquid systems have emerged,
particularly in the heavy fermion family (1), al-
though there are others, for example, certain
transition metal oxides (2), that display similar
characteristics.

The physics of copper-oxide high-temperature
superconductors may also be governed by prox-
imity to a QCP. The generic temperature-doping
(T, p) phase diagram resembles that seen in the
heavy fermions, with an apparent funnel-shaped
region that either pierces or skirts the supercon-
ducting dome (3). Above this region, cuprates
display an in-plane resistivity, rab, that varies
linearly with temperature over a wide tempera-
ture (4) yet narrow doping (5) range. This T-linear

resistivity has been widely interpreted, in tan-
dem with other anomalous transport properties
(6), as a manifestation of scale-invariant physics
borne out of proximity to the QCP. This view-
point has remained untested, largely because of
the high upper critical field Hc2 values in high-
Tc cuprates that restrict access to the important
limiting low-temperature region below Tc( p).
We used a combination of persistent and pulsed
high magnetic fields to expose the normal state
of La2–xSrxCuO4 (LSCO) over a wide doping
and temperature range and studied the evolution
of rab(T) with carrier density, from the slightly
underdoped (p = 0.15) to the heavily overdoped
( p = 0.33) region of the phase diagram. Our anal-
ysis reveals the presence of a singular doping
concentration in LSCO at which the electronic
response changes, although in a manner distinct
from that observed in other candidate quantum
critical systems.

In-plane resistivity of La2–xSrxCuO4. A series
of high-field rab(T, H) measurements were car-
ried out on overdoped LSCO single crystals with
doping levels of p = 0.18, 0.21, and 0.23 (labeled
hereafter LSCO18, LSCO21, and LSCO23, re-
spectively) with the field aligned perpendicular
to the CuO2 planes in order to suppress the su-
perconductivity. Figure 1A shows the rab(T, H)
data obtained on LSCO23. In order to track the
temperature dependence of the zero-field resistivity
r(T, 0) below Tc, we used a simple, transparent
technique to extrapolate the high-field rab(T, H)
data to the zero-field axis (Fig. 1B). The re-
sultant r(T, 0) values, plotted in Fig. 1C together
with the zero-field rab(T) curve below 70 K,
are found to exhibit a T-linear dependence down
to 1.5 K. For comparison, we also plotted the ab-
solute values of r(T, 48) at a fixed high field of
48 T obtained directly from the vertical dashed
line in Fig. 1A. The temperature dependence of

the latter (analysis-free) values is identical to that
of r(T, 0) and is consistent with earlier 60-T data
taken on LSCO22 (7), showing that the anal-
ysis itself has not introduced any additional,
artificial temperature dependence in r(T, 0). Sim-
ilar pulsed-field measurements and analysis were
carried out for the two other doping levels as
summarized in fig. S1.

Figure 2 shows the resultant r(T, 0) values
plus zero-field rab(T) data for seven different
concentrations ranging from optimal doping
(p = 0.17) to the heavily overdoped, nonsuper-
conducting region (p = 0.33). The gradual cross-
over in the temperature dependence of rab(T),
from quasi-linear for LSCO17 to approximately
quadratic for LSCO33, is evident in the raw data
and is consistent with previous studies carried
out above Tc (5, 8, 9). At low temperatures, how-
ever, rab(T) develops predominantly T-linear
behavior for the entire doping range 0.18 ≤ p ≤
0.29 [for p = 0.17, data exists only above Tc(H =
0)]. Although evidence for a low-T T-linear re-
sistivity has emerged for single doping concen-
trations in both electron- (10) and hole-doped
(11, 12) cuprates, our measurements show that
the low-T linearity in fact persists over a broad
range of doping.

Single-component analysis. In heavy fermi-
on systems, Dr(T), the T-dependent part of r(T),
is often described by a single term anT

n whose
exponent n(T, H) evolves from the Fermi-liquid
value n = 2 to some anomalous value less than 2
over a narrow temperature and magnetic field
window (13–15). The anomalous exponent in
Dr(T) persists to low temperatures only at the
critical field, Hc. In Fig. 3, we plotted a com-
parative n(T, p) = d(lnDr)/d(ln T) for LSCO by
using the resistivity curves shown in Fig. 2.

For T > 50 K, the resultant phase diagram re-
sembles that seen in prototypical quantum critical
systems, with a narrow region in which rab(T) is
approximately (although not strictly) T-linear sep-
arated from a region where rab(T) varies approx-
imately as T2. As the temperature is lowered,
however, the situation becomes markedly dif-
ferent. Rather than collapsing to a single (critical)
point, the T-linear region in LSCO fans out and
dominates the low-T response. Intriguingly, this
T-linear regime (or more precisely, the region
where n < 1.1) is coincident with both the Tc
parabola (long-dashed white line) and the super-
conducting fluctuation regime (short-dashed white
line) and has thus been obscured until now by
the veil of superconductivity.

Dual-component analysis. Previously, Drab(T)
in overdoped, hole-doped cuprates has been ex-
pressed either as above, that is, as anT

n (1 ≤
n ≤ 2) (16), or as the sum of two components,
a1T + a2T

2 (11, 17, 18). In fig. S2, we describe
in detail why the latter is in fact the more ap-
propriate expression for LSCO. In Fig. 4, A and
B, we show the doping dependences of a1 and
a2, respectively, for two different fitting proto-
cols. The solid squares are coefficients obtained
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The presence or absence of a quantum critical point and its location in the phase diagram of high-
temperature superconductors have been subjects of intense scrutiny. Clear evidence for quantum
criticality, particularly in the transport properties, has proved elusive because the important low-
temperature region is masked by the onset of superconductivity. We present measurements of the
low-temperature in-plane resistivity of several highly doped La2–xSrxCuO4 single crystals in which
the superconductivity had been stripped away by using high magnetic fields. In contrast to other
quantum critical systems, the resistivity varies linearly with temperature over a wide doping range
with a gradient that scales monotonically with the superconducting transition temperature. It is
maximal at a critical doping level (pc) ~ 0.19 at which superconductivity is most robust. Moreover,
its value at pc corresponds to the onset of quasi-particle incoherence along specific momentum
directions, implying that the interaction that first promotes high-temperature superconductivity
may ultimately destroy the very quasi-particle states involved in the superconducting pairing.

An important theme in strongly correlated
electron systems is quantum criticality
and the associated quantum phase tran-

sitions that occur at zero temperature upon tuning
a nonthermal control parameter, g (e.g., pressure,
magnetic field H or composition), through a
critical value, gc. One feature of such a system is
the influence that critical fluctuations have on
the physical properties over a wide region in
the (T, g) phase diagram above the quantum
critical point (QCP), inside which the system
shows marked deviations from conventional
Landau Fermi-liquid behavior. A number of can-
didate non–Fermi-liquid systems have emerged,
particularly in the heavy fermion family (1), al-
though there are others, for example, certain
transition metal oxides (2), that display similar
characteristics.

The physics of copper-oxide high-temperature
superconductors may also be governed by prox-
imity to a QCP. The generic temperature-doping
(T, p) phase diagram resembles that seen in the
heavy fermions, with an apparent funnel-shaped
region that either pierces or skirts the supercon-
ducting dome (3). Above this region, cuprates
display an in-plane resistivity, rab, that varies
linearly with temperature over a wide tempera-
ture (4) yet narrow doping (5) range. This T-linear

resistivity has been widely interpreted, in tan-
dem with other anomalous transport properties
(6), as a manifestation of scale-invariant physics
borne out of proximity to the QCP. This view-
point has remained untested, largely because of
the high upper critical field Hc2 values in high-
Tc cuprates that restrict access to the important
limiting low-temperature region below Tc( p).
We used a combination of persistent and pulsed
high magnetic fields to expose the normal state
of La2–xSrxCuO4 (LSCO) over a wide doping
and temperature range and studied the evolution
of rab(T) with carrier density, from the slightly
underdoped (p = 0.15) to the heavily overdoped
( p = 0.33) region of the phase diagram. Our anal-
ysis reveals the presence of a singular doping
concentration in LSCO at which the electronic
response changes, although in a manner distinct
from that observed in other candidate quantum
critical systems.

In-plane resistivity of La2–xSrxCuO4. A series
of high-field rab(T, H) measurements were car-
ried out on overdoped LSCO single crystals with
doping levels of p = 0.18, 0.21, and 0.23 (labeled
hereafter LSCO18, LSCO21, and LSCO23, re-
spectively) with the field aligned perpendicular
to the CuO2 planes in order to suppress the su-
perconductivity. Figure 1A shows the rab(T, H)
data obtained on LSCO23. In order to track the
temperature dependence of the zero-field resistivity
r(T, 0) below Tc, we used a simple, transparent
technique to extrapolate the high-field rab(T, H)
data to the zero-field axis (Fig. 1B). The re-
sultant r(T, 0) values, plotted in Fig. 1C together
with the zero-field rab(T) curve below 70 K,
are found to exhibit a T-linear dependence down
to 1.5 K. For comparison, we also plotted the ab-
solute values of r(T, 48) at a fixed high field of
48 T obtained directly from the vertical dashed
line in Fig. 1A. The temperature dependence of

the latter (analysis-free) values is identical to that
of r(T, 0) and is consistent with earlier 60-T data
taken on LSCO22 (7), showing that the anal-
ysis itself has not introduced any additional,
artificial temperature dependence in r(T, 0). Sim-
ilar pulsed-field measurements and analysis were
carried out for the two other doping levels as
summarized in fig. S1.

Figure 2 shows the resultant r(T, 0) values
plus zero-field rab(T) data for seven different
concentrations ranging from optimal doping
(p = 0.17) to the heavily overdoped, nonsuper-
conducting region (p = 0.33). The gradual cross-
over in the temperature dependence of rab(T),
from quasi-linear for LSCO17 to approximately
quadratic for LSCO33, is evident in the raw data
and is consistent with previous studies carried
out above Tc (5, 8, 9). At low temperatures, how-
ever, rab(T) develops predominantly T-linear
behavior for the entire doping range 0.18 ≤ p ≤
0.29 [for p = 0.17, data exists only above Tc(H =
0)]. Although evidence for a low-T T-linear re-
sistivity has emerged for single doping concen-
trations in both electron- (10) and hole-doped
(11, 12) cuprates, our measurements show that
the low-T linearity in fact persists over a broad
range of doping.

Single-component analysis. In heavy fermi-
on systems, Dr(T), the T-dependent part of r(T),
is often described by a single term anT

n whose
exponent n(T, H) evolves from the Fermi-liquid
value n = 2 to some anomalous value less than 2
over a narrow temperature and magnetic field
window (13–15). The anomalous exponent in
Dr(T) persists to low temperatures only at the
critical field, Hc. In Fig. 3, we plotted a com-
parative n(T, p) = d(lnDr)/d(ln T) for LSCO by
using the resistivity curves shown in Fig. 2.

For T > 50 K, the resultant phase diagram re-
sembles that seen in prototypical quantum critical
systems, with a narrow region in which rab(T) is
approximately (although not strictly) T-linear sep-
arated from a region where rab(T) varies approx-
imately as T2. As the temperature is lowered,
however, the situation becomes markedly dif-
ferent. Rather than collapsing to a single (critical)
point, the T-linear region in LSCO fans out and
dominates the low-T response. Intriguingly, this
T-linear regime (or more precisely, the region
where n < 1.1) is coincident with both the Tc
parabola (long-dashed white line) and the super-
conducting fluctuation regime (short-dashed white
line) and has thus been obscured until now by
the veil of superconductivity.

Dual-component analysis. Previously, Drab(T)
in overdoped, hole-doped cuprates has been ex-
pressed either as above, that is, as anT

n (1 ≤
n ≤ 2) (16), or as the sum of two components,
a1T + a2T

2 (11, 17, 18). In fig. S2, we describe
in detail why the latter is in fact the more ap-
propriate expression for LSCO. In Fig. 4, A and
B, we show the doping dependences of a1 and
a2, respectively, for two different fitting proto-
cols. The solid squares are coefficients obtained
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The presence or absence of a quantum critical point and its location in the phase diagram of high-
temperature superconductors have been subjects of intense scrutiny. Clear evidence for quantum
criticality, particularly in the transport properties, has proved elusive because the important low-
temperature region is masked by the onset of superconductivity. We present measurements of the
low-temperature in-plane resistivity of several highly doped La2–xSrxCuO4 single crystals in which
the superconductivity had been stripped away by using high magnetic fields. In contrast to other
quantum critical systems, the resistivity varies linearly with temperature over a wide doping range
with a gradient that scales monotonically with the superconducting transition temperature. It is
maximal at a critical doping level (pc) ~ 0.19 at which superconductivity is most robust. Moreover,
its value at pc corresponds to the onset of quasi-particle incoherence along specific momentum
directions, implying that the interaction that first promotes high-temperature superconductivity
may ultimately destroy the very quasi-particle states involved in the superconducting pairing.

An important theme in strongly correlated
electron systems is quantum criticality
and the associated quantum phase tran-

sitions that occur at zero temperature upon tuning
a nonthermal control parameter, g (e.g., pressure,
magnetic field H or composition), through a
critical value, gc. One feature of such a system is
the influence that critical fluctuations have on
the physical properties over a wide region in
the (T, g) phase diagram above the quantum
critical point (QCP), inside which the system
shows marked deviations from conventional
Landau Fermi-liquid behavior. A number of can-
didate non–Fermi-liquid systems have emerged,
particularly in the heavy fermion family (1), al-
though there are others, for example, certain
transition metal oxides (2), that display similar
characteristics.

The physics of copper-oxide high-temperature
superconductors may also be governed by prox-
imity to a QCP. The generic temperature-doping
(T, p) phase diagram resembles that seen in the
heavy fermions, with an apparent funnel-shaped
region that either pierces or skirts the supercon-
ducting dome (3). Above this region, cuprates
display an in-plane resistivity, rab, that varies
linearly with temperature over a wide tempera-
ture (4) yet narrow doping (5) range. This T-linear

resistivity has been widely interpreted, in tan-
dem with other anomalous transport properties
(6), as a manifestation of scale-invariant physics
borne out of proximity to the QCP. This view-
point has remained untested, largely because of
the high upper critical field Hc2 values in high-
Tc cuprates that restrict access to the important
limiting low-temperature region below Tc( p).
We used a combination of persistent and pulsed
high magnetic fields to expose the normal state
of La2–xSrxCuO4 (LSCO) over a wide doping
and temperature range and studied the evolution
of rab(T) with carrier density, from the slightly
underdoped (p = 0.15) to the heavily overdoped
( p = 0.33) region of the phase diagram. Our anal-
ysis reveals the presence of a singular doping
concentration in LSCO at which the electronic
response changes, although in a manner distinct
from that observed in other candidate quantum
critical systems.

In-plane resistivity of La2–xSrxCuO4. A series
of high-field rab(T, H) measurements were car-
ried out on overdoped LSCO single crystals with
doping levels of p = 0.18, 0.21, and 0.23 (labeled
hereafter LSCO18, LSCO21, and LSCO23, re-
spectively) with the field aligned perpendicular
to the CuO2 planes in order to suppress the su-
perconductivity. Figure 1A shows the rab(T, H)
data obtained on LSCO23. In order to track the
temperature dependence of the zero-field resistivity
r(T, 0) below Tc, we used a simple, transparent
technique to extrapolate the high-field rab(T, H)
data to the zero-field axis (Fig. 1B). The re-
sultant r(T, 0) values, plotted in Fig. 1C together
with the zero-field rab(T) curve below 70 K,
are found to exhibit a T-linear dependence down
to 1.5 K. For comparison, we also plotted the ab-
solute values of r(T, 48) at a fixed high field of
48 T obtained directly from the vertical dashed
line in Fig. 1A. The temperature dependence of

the latter (analysis-free) values is identical to that
of r(T, 0) and is consistent with earlier 60-T data
taken on LSCO22 (7), showing that the anal-
ysis itself has not introduced any additional,
artificial temperature dependence in r(T, 0). Sim-
ilar pulsed-field measurements and analysis were
carried out for the two other doping levels as
summarized in fig. S1.

Figure 2 shows the resultant r(T, 0) values
plus zero-field rab(T) data for seven different
concentrations ranging from optimal doping
(p = 0.17) to the heavily overdoped, nonsuper-
conducting region (p = 0.33). The gradual cross-
over in the temperature dependence of rab(T),
from quasi-linear for LSCO17 to approximately
quadratic for LSCO33, is evident in the raw data
and is consistent with previous studies carried
out above Tc (5, 8, 9). At low temperatures, how-
ever, rab(T) develops predominantly T-linear
behavior for the entire doping range 0.18 ≤ p ≤
0.29 [for p = 0.17, data exists only above Tc(H =
0)]. Although evidence for a low-T T-linear re-
sistivity has emerged for single doping concen-
trations in both electron- (10) and hole-doped
(11, 12) cuprates, our measurements show that
the low-T linearity in fact persists over a broad
range of doping.

Single-component analysis. In heavy fermi-
on systems, Dr(T), the T-dependent part of r(T),
is often described by a single term anT

n whose
exponent n(T, H) evolves from the Fermi-liquid
value n = 2 to some anomalous value less than 2
over a narrow temperature and magnetic field
window (13–15). The anomalous exponent in
Dr(T) persists to low temperatures only at the
critical field, Hc. In Fig. 3, we plotted a com-
parative n(T, p) = d(lnDr)/d(ln T) for LSCO by
using the resistivity curves shown in Fig. 2.

For T > 50 K, the resultant phase diagram re-
sembles that seen in prototypical quantum critical
systems, with a narrow region in which rab(T) is
approximately (although not strictly) T-linear sep-
arated from a region where rab(T) varies approx-
imately as T2. As the temperature is lowered,
however, the situation becomes markedly dif-
ferent. Rather than collapsing to a single (critical)
point, the T-linear region in LSCO fans out and
dominates the low-T response. Intriguingly, this
T-linear regime (or more precisely, the region
where n < 1.1) is coincident with both the Tc
parabola (long-dashed white line) and the super-
conducting fluctuation regime (short-dashed white
line) and has thus been obscured until now by
the veil of superconductivity.

Dual-component analysis. Previously, Drab(T)
in overdoped, hole-doped cuprates has been ex-
pressed either as above, that is, as anT

n (1 ≤
n ≤ 2) (16), or as the sum of two components,
a1T + a2T

2 (11, 17, 18). In fig. S2, we describe
in detail why the latter is in fact the more ap-
propriate expression for LSCO. In Fig. 4, A and
B, we show the doping dependences of a1 and
a2, respectively, for two different fitting proto-
cols. The solid squares are coefficients obtained
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physics of d=2 Yukawa-SYK
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RG analysis (Harris criterion) shows that �s(r) is most relevant disorder.

Rescale �(r) to obtain a theory with �s(r) = 0.

Fermi surface + critical boson with potential and interaction disorder
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Integrate out the fermions (assuming fermionic eigenmodes remain extended), and considering
the Landau-damped Hertz theory for the boson alone, in the presence of a random mass.
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where a = 1 . . .M is a flavor index for an order parameter with O(M) symmetry. Analyze in a
self-consistent quadratic theory, treating disorder numerically exactly
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where e↵ and  ↵j are eigenvalues and eigenfunctions of the � quadratic form in S�, labeled by
the index ↵ = 1 . . . L2 for a L⇥ L sample.
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We study the effects of dissipation on a disordered quantum phase transition withO!N" order-parameter
symmetry by applying a strong-disorder renormalization group to the Landau-Ginzburg-Wilson field
theory of the problem. We find that Ohmic dissipation results in a nonperturbative infinite-randomness
critical point with unconventional activated dynamical scaling while super-Ohmic damping leads to
conventional behavior. We discuss applications to the superconductor-metal transition in nanowires and to
the Hertz theory of the itinerant antiferromagnetic transition.
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The low-temperature properties of quantum many-
particle systems are often sensitive to small amounts of
impurities or defects. Close to quantum phase transitions
(QPTs), the interplay between quantum fluctuations and
random fluctuations due to disorder can destabilize the
conventional critical behavior, leading to exotic phe-
nomena such as quantum Griffiths effects [1,2] and
infinite-randomness critical points [3] as well as smeared
phase transitions [4] (for a recent review see, e.g., Ref. [5]).

In particular, the QPTs in disordered quantum Ising
magnets are governed by infinite-randomness critical
points [3,6] which display slow activated dynamical scal-
ing. In a dissipative environment, the dynamics becomes
even slower. In the experimentally relevant case of Ohmic
dissipation, the tunneling of sufficiently large droplets (the
ones normally responsible for Griffiths phenomena) is
completely suppressed [7,8]. As a result, the sharp quan-
tum phase transition is destroyed by smearing [4].

In contrast, in dissipationless systems with continuous
O!N" order-parameter symmetry, disorder does not induce
exotic infinite-randomness behavior in dimensions d > 1
[9]. This changes in the presence of Ohmic dissipation. It
was recently shown that large locally ordered droplets are
not frozen (in contrast to the Ising case. Instead they dis-
play the exponentially slow dynamics associated with a
quantum Griffiths phase [10]. This leads to the important
question of whether the QPTs of continuous symmetry
order parameters with Ohmic dissipation are also of
infinite-randomness type.

In this Letter, we answer this question and elucidate the
nature of the transition by applying a strong-disorder re-
normalization group (RG) to the Landau-Ginzburg-Wilson
(LGW) order-parameter field theory of the problem. Our
results are summarized as follows: The QPT is controlled
by an exotic infinite-randomness fixed point in the univer-
sality class of the random transverse-field Ising model. The
dynamical scaling is activated rather than power-law, i.e.,
correlation time ! and correlation length " are related via
ln!$ " , with  the tunneling exponent. With decreasing
temperature, the order-parameter susceptibility diverges as
#$ %ln!1=T"&2$#d= =T, and the specific heat vanishes as

C$ %ln!1=T"&#d= . Here, $ is the cluster size exponent.
Close to the QPT, the finite-temperature phase boundary
takes the unusual form Tc $ exp!#const' jrj#% " with r
the dimensionless distance from the QPT and % the corre-
lation length exponent. The exponents  , $, and % are
universal and identical to those of the random transverse-
field Ising model. The resulting phase diagram is shown in
Fig. 1.

Our starting point is a quantum LGW free energy func-
tional for an N-component (N > 1) order-parameter ’ in d
dimensions. The clean action reads

 S (
Z
dydx’!x"!!x; y"’!y" ) u

2N

Z
dx’4!x"; (1)

where x * !x; !" comprises imaginary time ! and position
x,

R
dx * R

dx
R1=T

0 d!, and !!x; y" is the bare inverse
propagator (two-point vertex) whose Fourier transform
reads !!q; !n" ( r) "2

0q2 ) &j!nj2=z0 with r the bare
distance from criticality (the bare gap). "0 is a microscopic
length scale, and !n is a Matsubara frequency. The damp-
ing coefficient & depends on the coupling of the order

FIG. 1 (color online). Temperature-coupling phase diagram
for Ohmic dissipation. IRFP denotes the infinite-randomness
critical point. The phase boundary (solid) and the crossover
line (dashed) between the quantum critical and quantum para-
magnetic (QPM) regions take unusual exponential forms leading
to a wide quantum critical region. Both phases contain Griffiths
regions near the IRFP [10].
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• Same qualitative features as large-M: localization followed  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Extended region in � with n ⇡ 1 - a strange metal phase

Bosonic eigenmodes in random mass Hertz theory

Aavishkar A. Patel, 
Peter Lunts, S.S.,  
PNAS 121, 
e2402052121 (2024)



DC resistivity
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Extended region in � with T -linear resistivity - a strange metal phase

Bosonic eigenmodes in random mass Hertz theory

Aavishkar A. Patel, Peter Lunts, S.S., PNAS 121, e2402052121 (2024)



Tuneable non-Fermi liquid phase in electronic glasses

Noga Bashan, Evyatar Tulipman, Jörg Schmalian, Erez Berg, arXiv:2310.07768

generalization of the Sachdev-Ye-Kitaev approach
 to two-level systems in glasses

 

controlled approach to obtain a tunable
Non-Fermi liquid state 

non-Fermi liquid physics 
in electronic glasses

Is this relevant to the 
physics of correlated 
quantum materials?
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strong renormalizations
of the TLS distribution

 function



Mapping of extended 
fermions+bosons regime to

d=2 Yukawa-SYK model
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� eigenmodes localization length L↵

Extended bosons: 
physics of d=2 Yukawa-SYK

Bosonic eigenmodes in random mass Hertz theory

Aavishkar A. Patel, 
Peter Lunts, S.S.,  
PNAS 121, 
e2402052121 (2024)
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RG analysis (Harris criterion) shows that �s(r) is most relevant disorder.

Rescale �(r) to obtain a theory with �s(r) = 0.

Fermi surface + critical boson with potential and interaction disorder
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RG analysis (Harris criterion) shows that �s(r) is most relevant disorder.

Rescale �(r) to obtain a theory with �s(r) = 0.

Aavishkar A. Patel, Haoyu Guo, Ilya Esterlis, S. Sachdev, Science 381, 790 (2023)

Fermi surface + critical boson with potential and interaction disorder
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e.g. Ising-nematic order,

spin-density wave order,

Higgs boson for Fermi-volume changing transition
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RG analysis (Harris criterion) shows that �s(r) is most relevant disorder.

Rescale �(r) to obtain a theory with �s(r) = 0.

Fermi surface + critical boson with potential and interaction disorder
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Analyze such a theory in a self-averaging manner as in the Yukawa-SYK model.
Should be applicable as long as eigenmodes of �(r) are extended.

Fermi surface + critical boson with potential and interaction disorder
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Marginal Fermi liquid self energy and T ln(1/T ) specific heat.
Residual resistivity is determined by v2; Linear-in-T resistivity determined by g02;

Transport insensitive to g;

<latexit sha1_base64="apW0J8JwetqCbCrfJVBeJMGF6yU="></latexit>

Conductivity: �(!) ⇠ 1
1

⌧trans(!)
� i!

m⇤
trans(!)

m
1

⌧trans(!)
⇠ v2 + g02|!| ;

m⇤
trans(!)

m
⇠ 2g02

⇡
ln(⇤/!)

Electron Green’s function: G(!) ⇠ 1

!
m⇤(!)

m
� "(k) + i

✓
1

⌧e
+

1

⌧in(!)

◆
sgn(!)

1

⌧e
⇠ v2 ;

1

⌧in(!)
⇠

✓
g2

v2
+ g02

◆
|!| ;

m⇤(!)

m
⇠ 2

⇡

✓
g2

v2
+ g02

◆
ln(⇤/!)

B. Michon……A. Georges, Nat. Commun. 14, 3033 (2023)



Strange metal and superconductor

in the two-dimensional Yukawa-SYK model

Chenyuan Li,1 Aavishkar A. Patel,2 Haoyu Guo,3 Davide
Valentinis,4, 5 Jörg Schmalian,5, 4 Subir Sachdev,1 and Ilya Esteris6

1
Department of Physics, Harvard University, Cambridge MA 02138, USA

2
Center for Computational Quantum Physics,

Flatiron Institute, New York, New York, 10010, USA

3
Laboratory of Atomic and Solid State Physics, Cornell University,

142 Sciences Drive, Ithaca NY 14853-2501, USA

4
Institut für Quantenmaterialien und Technologien,

Karlsruher Institut für Technologie, 76131 Karlsruhe, Germany

5
Institut für Theorie der Kondensierten Materie,

Karlsruher Institut für Technologie, 76131 Karlsruhe, Germany

6
Department of Physics, University of Wisconsin-Madison, Madison, Wisconsin 53706, USA

(Dated: March 14, 2024)

Abstract
Superconductivity arising from incoherent metal has received extensive interest in recent years. Follow-

ing the previous theoretical work of a large N theory of critical Fermi surfaces, we introduce and solve a

lattice model with real Yukawa coupling random in both flavor and position space. The numerical solution

of the saddle point equations are presented along with the Large-N phase diagram. There is a pairing

instability at low energies, and we numerically calculate the superconducting transition temperature Tc.

Other properties including spectral functions, optical conductivity and superfluid density upon onset of

SC are also studied. We finally discuss the interplay between superconductivity and a "Planckian" normal

state resistivity.
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FIG. 1: (a) Normal state resistivity exponent as a function of T and the T = 0 value of the renormalized boson mass
M (which tunes away from the quantum critical point at M = 0 [6]) together with the superconducting Tc. (b)

Normal state resistivity for different values of M . From bottom to top: M/t = 1.2, 1.1, 0.9, 0.7, 0.6, 0.4, 0.3, 0. The
inset plots A, the co-efficient of the linear-T resistivity, versus the superconducting Tc.

significant intermediate temperature range. At very low
T , there is a crossover to strong disorder physics with bo-
son localization [15–17], where we cannot use a disorder-
averaged analysis.

We consider the Hertz-Millis theory of a quantum
phase transition in a metal associated with a Ising-
nematic parameter � [18] in the presence of spatial dis-
order which preserves the Ising symmetry [19, 20] i.e.
no ‘random field’ disorder. Other order parameters, in-
cluding those at non-zero wavevector, and Fermi-volume
changing transitions without broken symmetries [21],
also map to essentially the same Yukawa-SYK model [10].
We write the Hertz-Millis Lagrangian for � and fermions
 with dispersion "(k) and a Fermi surface at wavevec-
tors k where "(k) = 0 (⌧ is imaginary time) in spatial
dimension d = 2:

LHM =  †
k

✓
@

@⌧
+ "(k)

◆
 k + v(r) †(r) (r)

+ g
�
 †(r)[Dr  (r)] + [Dr  

†(r)] (r)
�
�(r)

+ K [rr�(r)]2 + [s + �s(r)] [�(r)]2 + u [�(r)]4 . (1)

The operator Dr = @2
x
�@2

y
is special to the Ising-nematic

case, and will be dropped for simplicity in our computa-
tions as it unimportant apart from ‘cold spots’ on the
Fermi surface. The transition is tuned by varying the
boson ‘mass’ s. LHM contains the two sources of disor-
der most frequently considered. One is the potential v(r)
acting on the fermions:

• Spatially random potential v(r) with v(r) = 0,
v(r)v(r0) = v2�(r � r0).

Its influence is familiar from the theory of weakly disor-
dered metals [22], leading to marginally relevant local-

ization effects on the fermions [22]. However, much more
relevant is the disorder which couples directly to the bo-
son leading to shifts in the local position of the quantum
phase transition

• Spatially random mass �s(r) with �s(r) = 0,
�s(r)�s(r0) = �s2�(r � r0).

This is a consequence of the violation of the Harris cri-
terion ⌫ > 2/d [23], where ⌫ is the correlation length
exponent, and the value ⌫ = 1/2 in d = 2. Consequently,
it is important that the influence of �s(r) be treated at
the outset. This is also supported by a recent analysis
of v(r) disorder effects along the lines of Ref. 22 near
quantum criticality [24] which found singular corrections
to the boson propagator.

Inspired by various works [2] on making the SYK
model more realistic, recent work [10] proposed the fol-
lowing approach. We can account for the strongly rele-
vant spatial dependence of �s(r) by rescaling � to make
the mass spatially uniform. But this rescaling induces
disorder in the Yukawa coupling g [25–32] (along with
disorder in other less-important couplings that we drop)
leading to the theory

L =  †
k

✓
@

@⌧
+ "(k)

◆
 k + v(r) †(r) (r)

+ [g + g0(r)]
�
 †(r)[Dr  (r)] + [Dr  

†(r)] (r)
�
�(r)

+ K [rr�(r)]2 + s [�(r)]2 + u [�(r)]4, (2)

with the coupling g0(r) obeying

• Spatially random Yukawa coupling g0(r) with
g0(r) = 0, g0(r)g0(r0) = g02�(r � r0).
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instead of attempting an extrapolation, we consider m*(0, T) as
adjustable values thatwe again tune such as to optimize the collapse of
the optical data. This analysis of m*/m confirms that the best scaling
collapse occurs for ν ≈ 1 but indicates a larger ϵ∞ ≈ 7 (Supplementary
Information Sec. B and Supplementary Fig. 3). The determination of ϵ∞
from the mass data depends sensitively on the frequency range tested
for scaling and drops to value below ϵ∞ = 3 when focusing on lower
frequencies. As a third step, we perform a simultaneous optimization
of the data collapse for 1/τ and m*/m, which yields the values ν = 1,
ϵ∞ = 2.76 which we will adopt throughout the following. Note that a
determination of ϵ∞ by separation of the high-frequency modes in a
Drude–Lorentz representation of ϵ(ω) yields a larger value
ϵ∞ = 4.5 ± 0.5, as typically found in the cuprates23,32,57. Importantly, all
our conclusions hold if we use this latter value in the analysis, however,
the quality of the scaling displayed in Figs. 2 and 5 is slightly degraded.

Scaling of the optical scattering rate and connection to resistivity.
The scaling properties of the scattering rate obtained from our optical
data according to the procedure described above is illustrated in
Fig. 2b,whichdisplaysℏ/τdividedby kBT andplotted versusℏω/kBT for
temperatures above the superconducting transition. The collapse of
the curves at different temperatures reveals the behavior
ℏ/τ∝ Tfτ(ω/T). The function fτ(x) reaches a constant fτ(0) > 0 at small
values of the argument, and behaves for large arguments as
fτ(x≫ 1)∝ x. This is consistent with the typical quantum critical beha-
vior _=τ ∼ maxðT ,ωÞ. When inserted in the ω =0 limit of Eq. (15), the
value fτ(0) ≈ 5 indicated by Fig. 2b yields 1/σ(0) =AT with A = 0.55 μΩ
cm/K, in fairly good agreement with the measured resistivity (Fig. 2a).
Hence the resistivity and optical-spectroscopy data are fully con-
sistent, both of them supporting a Planckian dissipation scenario with
ν = 1 for LSCO at p = 0.24.

Spectral weight, effective mass and connection to specific heat.
The dc mass enhancement values m*(0, T)/m resulting from the pro-
cedure described above are displayed in Fig. 2c. Remarkably, as seen
on this figure, the scaling analysis delivers an almost perfectly

logarithmic temperature dependence of m*(0, T), consistent with a
Planckian behavior ν = 1. As mentioned above, this logarithmic beha-
vior can actually be identified in the unprocessed optical data, (see
inset of Fig. 1). In order to compare this behavior to the corresponding
logarithmic behavior reported for the specific heat, we note that the
scaling analysis provides m*(0, T) up to a multiplicative constant Km,
where m is the band mass. In contrast, the electronic specific heat
yields the quasiparticle mass in units of the bare electron massme. We
expect that the logarithmic T-variation of m*(0, T) and m*

qp / C=T are
both due to the critical inelastic scattering and that the lnT term in
eachquantity should thereforehave identical prefactors. Imposing this
identity provides a relationship between Km and me, namely (m/me)
K = 583meV.

Remarkably, we have found that this condition is obeyed within
less than a percent by a square-lattice tight-binding model with para-
meters appropriate for LSCO at p =0.24 (Supplementary Information
Sec. E). This model has nearest and next-nearest neighbor hopping
amplitudes t =0.3 eV and t0=t = # 0:1758, respectively, and an electro-
nic densityn =0.76/a2. The Fermi-level density of states is 1.646/(eVa2),
which corresponds to a band massm/me = 2.76 using the LSCO lattice
parameter a = 3.78 Å. The spectral weight is K = 211meV, such that the
prediction of this tight-bindingmodel is (m/me)K = 582meV, in perfect
agreement with the previously determined value. In view of this
agreement, we use the tight-binding model in order to fix the
remaining two system parameters: m = 2.76me and K = 211meV. Fig-
ure 2c compares the mass enhancement inferred from the low-
temperature specific heat and from the scaling analysis of the optical
data. The tight-binding value of the product Km ensures that both data
sets have the same slope on a semi-log plot. However, the resulting
optical mass enhancement is larger than the quasiparticle mass
enhancement by≈0.75,which is also the amount bywhich the infrared
mass enhancement exceeds unity in Fig. 1d. A mass enhancement lar-
ger than unity at 0.4 eV implies that part of the intraband spectral
weight lies above 0.4 eV, overlapping with the interband transitions.
Conversely, interband spectral weight is likely leaking below 0.4 eV,
which prevents us from accessing the absolute value of the genuine
intraband mass by optical means. Figure 2d shows the collapse of the
frequency-dependent change of the mass enhancement, confirming
the behavior m*(ω) −m*(0) ≈ Tν−1fm(ω/T) with ν = 1. The shape of the
scaling function fm(x) agrees remarkably well with the theoretical
prediction derived in Theory below.

Apparent power-law behavior: a puzzle. The above scaling analysis
has led us to the following conclusions. (i) The optical scattering rate
and optical mass enhancement of LSCO at p =0.24 exhibit ω/T scaling
over two decades for the chosen value ϵ∞ = 2.76. (ii) The best collapse
of the data is achieved for an exponent ν = 1 corresponding to
Planckian dissipation. This behavior is consistent with the measured
T-linear resistivity. (iii) The temperature dependence of m*(0, T) that
produces the best data collapse is logarithmic, consistently with the
temperature dependence of the electronic specific heat.

Hence, the data presented in Fig. 2 provide compelling evidence
that the low-energy carriers in LSCO at the doping p = 0.24 experience
linear-in-energy and linear-in-temperature inelastic scattering pro-
cesses, as expected in a scale-invariant quantum critical system char-
acterized by Planckian dissipation. It is therefore at first sight
surprising that the infrared conductivity exhibits as a function of fre-
quency a power lawwith an exponent that is clearly smaller than unity,
as highlighted in Fig. 3a, b. These figures show that the modulus and
phase of σ are both to a good accuracy consistent with the behavior
σ / ð#iωÞ#ν* =ω#ν*eiπ2ν* with an exponent ν* = 0.8. A similar behavior
with exponent ν* ≈0.6 was reported for optimally- and overdoped
Bi221223, while earlier optical investigations of YBCO and Bi2212 have
also reportedpower lawbehavior of Re σðωÞ26,28,29.Wenowaddress this
question by considering a theoreticalmodel presented in the following

Fig. 3 | Sub-linear power lawat intermediate frequencies. aModulus andbphase
of the complex conductivity shown in Fig. 1a and b; the modulus decays with an
exponent ν* ≈0.8 and thephase approaches a value slightly lower than (π/2)ν*. c and
d: same quantities calculated using a Planckian model with linear-in-energy scat-
tering rate, Eqs. (7) and (10). The model and parameters are discussed in the text.
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Abstract
Superconductivity arising from incoherent metal has received extensive interest in recent years. Follow-

ing the previous theoretical work of a large N theory of critical Fermi surfaces, we introduce and solve a

lattice model with real Yukawa coupling random in both flavor and position space. The numerical solution

of the saddle point equations are presented along with the Large-N phase diagram. There is a pairing

instability at low energies, and we numerically calculate the superconducting transition temperature Tc.

Other properties including spectral functions, optical conductivity and superfluid density upon onset of

SC are also studied. We finally discuss the interplay between superconductivity and a "Planckian" normal

state resistivity.
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FIG. 3: (a,b) Normal state optical conductivity at the quantum critical coupling for various temperatures indicated
in Panel (a). (c,d) Transport scattering rate 1/⌧tr and effective mass m⇤ obtained from � using (3); inset of Panel

(c) is a scaling plot with 1/⌧tr and ! scaled by T , inset of Panel (d) is a scaling plotting showing
�m⇤/m = m⇤(!)/m � m⇤(0)/m as a function of !/T . (e,f) Modulus and phase of �(!). The effective exponent ⌫⇤

is explained in the text. Temperatures ranges are the same for Panels (a)-(d) and for Panels (e) and (f). Our results
closely match the trends of the observations in Figs 3a,3b,1c,2b,1d,2d of Ref. 5

does not exceed roughly 20% down to the lowest tem-
peratures we are able to reliably access in the numerical
calculations. At sufficiently low temperatures, however,
we anticipate m⇤(! = 0)/m diverges logarithmically with
T . The behavior of this “optical" mass enhancement is
consistent with the mass enhancement we have inferred
from the fermion self-energy [6]. We also report the mod-
ulus and phase of the optical conductivity in Figs. 3e,f.
Notably, we find the modulus of the conductivity has an
apparent sub-linear power law behavior over an interme-
diate frequency range |�| ⇠ 1/!⌫

⇤
, where ⌫⇤ ' 0.9 for

the chosen set of parameters. Over a similar frequency
range the phase of the optical conductivity plateaus at
a value arg � ' ⌫⇤⇡/2. Such behavior at intermediate
frequencies has been observed in infrared conductivity
measurements of cuprates [].

Within the quantum critical fan, frequency-dependent
observables are generally expected to obey !/T scaling.
In the present model, !/T scaling for the optical con-
ductivity is spoiled by logarithmic corrections [5, 10], the
most significant such effect arising from the logarithmic
divergence of the effective mass with T . This may be
accounted for by utilizing the generalized Drude formula
(3) and considering separately !/T scaling of 1/⌧tr and
�m⇤/m = m⇤(!)/m � m⇤(0)/m, where the subtraction
removes the logarithmic in T effective mass. With this
approach we find reasonable scaling collapse for the opti-

cal scattering rate – see inset of Fig. 3c. For the param-
eters presented here, significant logarithmic corrections
apparently remain for the �m⇤/m. To the extent there
is any reasonable scaling collapse, it only holds over a
much narrow range of !/T (see inset of Fig. 3d).

We now investigate the onset of superconducting pair-
ing in our theory. To preserve time-reversal symmetry,
we consider real-valued random couplings g0

ijl
. The su-

perconducting transition temparature Tc, as shown in
Fig. 1a, is numerically identified by the linearized gap
equation; see Appendix SIII. For each coupling strength
g0, we are interested in the superconducting transition at
the critical point � = �c, where the renormalized boson
mass vanishes approximately as M2 ⇠ T and the resis-
tivity exhibits a linear temperature dependence. At low
temperatures, we find a linear relation between Tc and
A, the slope of the linear-T resistivity ⇢(T ) = ⇢0 + AT
(Fig. 1b). The same correlation between A and Tc is
observed in various cuprate superconductors, suggesting
pairing and non-Fermi-liquid scattering can stem from
the same origin [7]. We have also computed spectral
properties as the system goes through the superconduct-
ing transition. In Fig. 4 we show the evolution of the
electronic density of states at the quantum critical point:
a gap opens as temperatures decreases to T < Tc. The
fermion self-energy behaves as a marginal Fermi liquid

4
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we anticipate m⇤(! = 0)/m diverges logarithmically with
T . The behavior of this “optical" mass enhancement is
consistent with the mass enhancement we have inferred
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observables are generally expected to obey !/T scaling.
In the present model, !/T scaling for the optical con-
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most significant such effect arising from the logarithmic
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accounted for by utilizing the generalized Drude formula
(3) and considering separately !/T scaling of 1/⌧tr and
�m⇤/m = m⇤(!)/m � m⇤(0)/m, where the subtraction
removes the logarithmic in T effective mass. With this
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eters presented here, significant logarithmic corrections
apparently remain for the �m⇤/m. To the extent there
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much narrow range of !/T (see inset of Fig. 3d).

We now investigate the onset of superconducting pair-
ing in our theory. To preserve time-reversal symmetry,
we consider real-valued random couplings g0
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. The su-

perconducting transition temparature Tc, as shown in
Fig. 1a, is numerically identified by the linearized gap
equation; see Appendix SIII. For each coupling strength
g0, we are interested in the superconducting transition at
the critical point � = �c, where the renormalized boson
mass vanishes approximately as M2 ⇠ T and the resis-
tivity exhibits a linear temperature dependence. At low
temperatures, we find a linear relation between Tc and
A, the slope of the linear-T resistivity ⇢(T ) = ⇢0 + AT
(Fig. 1b). The same correlation between A and Tc is
observed in various cuprate superconductors, suggesting
pairing and non-Fermi-liquid scattering can stem from
the same origin [7]. We have also computed spectral
properties as the system goes through the superconduct-
ing transition. In Fig. 4 we show the evolution of the
electronic density of states at the quantum critical point:
a gap opens as temperatures decreases to T < Tc. The
fermion self-energy behaves as a marginal Fermi liquid
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photoemission spectroscopy (ARPES)30. These observations are qua-
litatively consistent with the T-linear dependence of the resistivity and
Planckianbehavior. In contrast, by analyzing themodulus andphaseof
the optical conductivity itself, a power-law behavior σðωÞ = C=ð#iωÞν

*

with an exponent ν* < 1 was reported at higher frequencies
ℏω ≳ 1.5kBT23,24,28,29,31,32. The exponent was found to be in the range
ν* ≈0.65 with some dependence on sample and doping level23,26,28,29.
Hence, from these previous analyses, it would appear that different
power laws are needed to describe optical spectroscopy data: one at
low frequency consistent with ℏω/kBT scaling and Planckian behavior
(ν = 1) and another one with ν* < 1 at higher frequency, most apparent
on the optical conductivity itself in contrast to 1/τ. A number of the-
oretical approaches have considered a power-law dependence of the
conductivity33–42 without resolving this puzzle. A notable exception is
the work of Norman and Chubukov43. The basic assumption of this
work is that the electrons are coupled to a Marginal Fermi Liquid
susceptibility3,4,44,45. The logarithmic behavior of the susceptibility and
corresponding high-energy cut-off observed to be ~ 0.4 eV with
ARPES46, is responsible for the apparent sub-linear power law behavior
of the optical conductivity. Our work broadens and amplifies this
observation. A quantitative description of all aspects at low and high
energy in one fell swoop has, to the best of our knowledge, not been
presented to this day.

Here we present systematic measurements of the optical spectra,
as well as dc resistivity, of a La2−xSrxCuO4 (LSCO) sample with x = p =
0.24 close to the pseudogap critical point, over a broad range of
temperature and frequency. We demonstrate that the data display
Planckian quantum critical scaling over an unprecedented range of
ℏω/kBT. Furthermore, a direct analysis of the data reveals a logarithmic
temperature dependence of the optical effective mass. This

establishes a direct connection to another hallmark of Planckian
behavior, namely the logarithmic enhancement of the specific heat
coefficient C=T ∼ lnT previously observed for LSCO at p = 0.2447 as
well as for other cuprate superconductors such as Eu-LSCO and Nd-
LSCO48.

We introduce a theoretical framework which relies on aminimal
Planckian scaling Ansatz for the inelastic scattering rate. We show
that this provides an excellent description of the experimental data.
Our theoretical analysis offers, notably, a solution to the puzzle
mentioned above. Indeedwe show that, despite the purely Planckian
Ansatz which underlies our model, the optical conductivity com-
puted in this framework is well described by an apparent power law
with ν* < 1 over an intermediate frequency regime, as also observed
in our experimental data. The effective exponent ν* is found to be
non-universal and to depend on the inelastic coupling constant,
which we determine from several independent considerations. The
proposed theoretical analysis provides a unifying framework in
which the behavior of the T-linear resistivity, lnT behavior of C/T,
and scaling properties of the optical spectra can all be understood in
a consistent manner.

Results
Optical spectra and resistivity
Wemeasured the optical properties and extracted the complex optical
conductivity σ(ω, T) of an LSCO single crystal with a-b orientation
(CuO2 planes). The holedoping is p = x =0.24, whichplaces our sample
above and close to the pseudogap critical point of the LSCO
family7,14,49. The pseudogap state for T < T*, p < p* is well characterized
by transport measurements12 and ARPES11. The relatively low Tc = 19 K
of this sample is interesting for extracting the normal-state properties
in optics down to low temperatures without using any external mag-
netic field. In particular, this sample is the same LSCO p = 0.24 sample
as in Ref. 50, where the evolution of optical spectral weights as a
function of doping was reported.

The quantity probed by the optical experiments of the present
study is the planar complex dielectric function ϵ(ω). The dielectric
function has contributions from the free charge carriers, as well as
interband (bound charge) contributions. In the limit ω→0, the latter
contribution converges to a constant real value, traditionally indicated
with the symbol ϵ∞:

ϵðωÞ = ϵ1 + i
σðωÞ
ϵ0ω

ð1Þ

σðωÞ = i
e2K=ð_dcÞ
_ω+MðωÞ

: ð2Þ

Here the free-carrier response σ(ω) is given by the generalized Drude
formula, where all dynamical mass renormalization (m*/m) and
relaxation (ℏ/τ) processes are represented by a memory-function51,52

MðωÞ = _ω
m*ðωÞ
m

# 1
! "

+ i
_

τðωÞ
: ð3Þ

The free-carrier spectral weight per plane is given by the constant K
and the interplanar spacing is dc. The scattering rate ℏ/τ(ω) deduced
using Eqs. ((1), (2), (3)) and the values of K and ϵ∞ discussed below are
displayed in Fig. 1c. It depends linearly on frequency for
kBT≪ ℏω≲0.4 eV and approaches a constant value for ℏω < kBT. This
behavior is similar to that reported for Bi221223. The sign of the
curvature above 0.4 eV depends on ϵ∞ and changes from positive to
negativenear ϵ∞ = 4.5.Our determination ϵ∞ = 2.76presented in Scaling
analysis does not take into account data for ℏω > 0.4 eV and may
therefore yield unreliable values of ℏ/τ in that range (see Supplemen-
tary Information Sec. A and B).

Fig. 1 | Optical data of La2−xSrxCuO4 atp =0.24. aReal andb imaginary part of the
optical conductivity σ deduced from the dielectric function ϵ (Supplementary
Fig. 1), using Eq. (14) and the value ϵ∞ = 2.76. c Scattering rate and d effective mass
deduced from Eqs. (16) and (17) using K = 211 meV. The values of ϵ∞ and K are
discussed and justified in the text. Inset: Temperature dependence of m*/m at
ℏω = 5kBT (see dots in d). In each panel errorbars are indicated for three repre-
sentative frequencies and pertain to the upper curve, i.e., the lowest temperature
for σ(ω), m*(ω)/m and the highest temperature for ℏ/τ(ω). They represent the
uncertainty arising from reflectivity calibration using in-situ gold evaporation, and
have been estimated by repeating the Kramers--Kronig analysis after multiplying
the reflectivity curves by 1 ± 0.002.
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This linear dependence of the scattering rate calls for a com-
parison with resistivity. Hence we have also measured the tem-
perature dependence of the resistivity of our sample under two
magnetic fields H = 0 T and H = 16 T. As displayed in Fig. 2a, the
resistivity has a linear T-dependence ρ = ρ0 + AT over an extended
range of temperature, with A ≈ 0.63 μΩcm/K. This is a hallmark of
cuprates in this regime of doping10,13,14,20,53. It is qualitatively con-
sistent with the observed linear frequency dependence of the scat-
tering rate and, as discussed later in this paper, also in good
quantitative agreement with the ω→ 0 extrapolation of our optical
data within experimental uncertainties.

The optical mass enhancement m*(ω)/m is displayed in Fig. 1d.
With the chosen normalization, m*/m does not reach the asymptotic
value of one in the range ℏω <0.4 eV, which means that intra- and
interband and/or mid-infrared transitions overlap above 0.4 eV. The
inset of Fig. 1d shows a semi-log plot of the mass enhancement eval-
uated atℏω = 5kBT, where thenoise level is low forT⩾ 40K.Despite the
larger uncertainties at low T, this plot clearly reveals a logarithmic
temperature dependence ofm*/m. This is a robust feature of the data,
independent of the choice of ϵ∞ and K. We note that the specific heat
coefficient C/T of LSCO at the same doping level was previously
reported to display a logarithmic dependence on temperature, see
Fig. 2c47,48. We will further elaborate on this important finding of a
logarithmic dependence of the optical mass and discuss its relation to
specific heat in the next section.

Scaling analysis
In this section, we consider simultaneously the frequency and tem-
peraturedependenceof theoptical properties and investigatewhether
ℏω/kBT scaling holds for this sample close to the pseudogap critical

point. We propose a procedure to determine the three parameters ϵ∞,
K, and m introduced above.

Puttingω/T scaling to the test. Quantum systems close to a quantum
critical point display scale invariance. Temperature being the only
relevant energy scale in the quantumcritical regime, this leads inmany
cases toω/T scaling22 (inmost of the discussion below, we set ℏ = kB = 1
except when mentioned explicitly). In such a system we expect the
complex optical conductivity to obey a scaling behavior 1/
σ(ω, T)∝ TνF(ω/T), with ν⩽ 1 a critical exponent. More precisely, the
scaling properties of the optical scattering rate and effective mass
read:

1=τðω,TÞ=Tνf τ ðω=TÞ ð4Þ

m*ðω,TÞ #m*ð0,TÞ=Tν#1f mðω=TÞ ð5Þ

with fτ and fm two scaling functions. This behavior requires that both ℏω
and kBT are smaller than a high-energy electronic cutoff, but their ratio
can be arbitrary. Furthermore, we note that when ν = 1 (Planckian case)
the scaling is violated by logarithmic terms, which control in particular
the zero-frequency value of the optical mass m*(0,T). As shown in
Theorywithin a simple theoreticalmodel,ω/T scalingnonetheless holds
in this case to an excellent approximation provided that m*(0, T) is
subtracted, as in Eq. (5). We also note that in a Fermi liquid, the single-
particle scattering rate∝ω2 + (πT)2 does obeyω/T scaling (with formally
ν = 2), but the optical conductivity does not. Indeed, it involves ω/T2

terms violating scaling, and hence depends on two scaling variables
ω/T2 and ω/T, as is already clear from an (approximate) generalized
Drudeexpression 1/σ ≈ − iω + τ0[ω2 + (2πT)2]. For a detaileddiscussionof
this point, see Ref. 54. Such violations of scaling by ω/Tν terms apply
more generally to the case where the scattering rate varies as Tν with
ν > 1. Hence, ω/T scaling for both the optical scattering rate and optical
effective mass are a hallmark of non-Fermi liquid behavior with ν⩽ 1.
Previous work has indeed provided evidence for ω/T scaling in the
optical properties of cuprates23,24.

Here, we investigate whether our optical data obey ω/T scaling.
We find that the quality of the scaling depends sensitively on the
chosen value of ϵ∞. Different prescriptions in the literature to fix ϵ∞
yield—independently of themethod used—values ranging from ϵ∞ ≈ 4.3
for strongly underdoped Bi2212 to ϵ∞ ≈ 5.6 for strongly overdoped
Bi221232,55. The parameter ϵ∞ is commonly understood to represent the
dielectric constant of thematerial in the absenceof the charge carriers,
and is caused by the bound charge responsible for interband transi-
tions at energies typically above 1 eV. While this definition is unam-
biguous for the insulating parent compound, for the doped material
one is confronted with the difficulty that the optical conductivity at
these higher energies also contains contributions described by the
self-energy of the conduction electrons, caused for example by their
coupling to dd-excitations56. Consequently, not all of the oscillator
strength in the interband region represents bound charge. Our model
overcomes this hurdle by determining the low-energy spectrumbelow
0.4 eV, and subsuming all bound charge contributions in a single
constant ϵ∞. Its value is expected to be bound from above by the value
of the insulating phase, in other words we expect to find ϵ∞ < 4.5 (see
Supplementary Information Sec. A). Rather than setting an a priori
value for ϵ∞, we follow here a different route and we choose the value
that yields the best scaling collapse for a given value of the exponent ν.
This program is straightforwardly implemented for 1/τ and indicates
that the best scaling collapse is achieved with ν ≈ 1 and ϵ∞ ≈ 3, see
Fig. 2b as well as Supplementary Information Sec. B and Supplemen-
tary Fig. 2. Turning to m*, we found that subtracting the dc value
m*(ω =0, T) is crucial when attempting to collapse the data. Extra-
polating optical data to zero frequency is hampered by noise. Hence,

Fig. 2 | Scaling of scattering rate and mass enhancement. a Temperature-
dependent resistivity measured in zero field (black) and at 16 teslas (red). The inset
emphasizes the linearity of the 16 T data at low temperature. The dashed line shows
ρ0 +AT with ρ0 = 12.2 μΩcm and A =0.63 μΩcm/K. b Scattering rate divided by
temperature plotted versus ω/T; the collapse of the curves indicates a behavior 1/
τ ~ Tfτ(ω/T). c Effective quasiparticle mass (in units of the indicated band mass m)
deduced from the low-temperature electronic specific heat47

[m*
Cp = ð3=πÞð_

2dc=k
2
BÞðC=TÞ] and zero-frequency optical mass enhancement; the

dashed lines indicate lnT behavior. dOptical mass minus the zero-frequencymass
shown in c plotted versus ω/T; the collapse of the curves indicates a behavior
m*(ω) −m*(0) ~ fm(ω/T). The data between0.22 and0.4 eV are shown asdotted lines.
ϵ∞ = 2.76 was used here as in Fig. 1.
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Abstract
Superconductivity arising from incoherent metal has received extensive interest in recent years. Follow-

ing the previous theoretical work of a large N theory of critical Fermi surfaces, we introduce and solve a

lattice model with real Yukawa coupling random in both flavor and position space. The numerical solution

of the saddle point equations are presented along with the Large-N phase diagram. There is a pairing

instability at low energies, and we numerically calculate the superconducting transition temperature Tc.

Other properties including spectral functions, optical conductivity and superfluid density upon onset of

SC are also studied. We finally discuss the interplay between superconductivity and a "Planckian" normal

state resistivity.
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photoemission spectroscopy (ARPES)30. These observations are qua-
litatively consistent with the T-linear dependence of the resistivity and
Planckianbehavior. In contrast, by analyzing themodulus andphaseof
the optical conductivity itself, a power-law behavior σðωÞ = C=ð#iωÞν

*

with an exponent ν* < 1 was reported at higher frequencies
ℏω ≳ 1.5kBT23,24,28,29,31,32. The exponent was found to be in the range
ν* ≈0.65 with some dependence on sample and doping level23,26,28,29.
Hence, from these previous analyses, it would appear that different
power laws are needed to describe optical spectroscopy data: one at
low frequency consistent with ℏω/kBT scaling and Planckian behavior
(ν = 1) and another one with ν* < 1 at higher frequency, most apparent
on the optical conductivity itself in contrast to 1/τ. A number of the-
oretical approaches have considered a power-law dependence of the
conductivity33–42 without resolving this puzzle. A notable exception is
the work of Norman and Chubukov43. The basic assumption of this
work is that the electrons are coupled to a Marginal Fermi Liquid
susceptibility3,4,44,45. The logarithmic behavior of the susceptibility and
corresponding high-energy cut-off observed to be ~ 0.4 eV with
ARPES46, is responsible for the apparent sub-linear power law behavior
of the optical conductivity. Our work broadens and amplifies this
observation. A quantitative description of all aspects at low and high
energy in one fell swoop has, to the best of our knowledge, not been
presented to this day.

Here we present systematic measurements of the optical spectra,
as well as dc resistivity, of a La2−xSrxCuO4 (LSCO) sample with x = p =
0.24 close to the pseudogap critical point, over a broad range of
temperature and frequency. We demonstrate that the data display
Planckian quantum critical scaling over an unprecedented range of
ℏω/kBT. Furthermore, a direct analysis of the data reveals a logarithmic
temperature dependence of the optical effective mass. This

establishes a direct connection to another hallmark of Planckian
behavior, namely the logarithmic enhancement of the specific heat
coefficient C=T ∼ lnT previously observed for LSCO at p = 0.2447 as
well as for other cuprate superconductors such as Eu-LSCO and Nd-
LSCO48.

We introduce a theoretical framework which relies on aminimal
Planckian scaling Ansatz for the inelastic scattering rate. We show
that this provides an excellent description of the experimental data.
Our theoretical analysis offers, notably, a solution to the puzzle
mentioned above. Indeedwe show that, despite the purely Planckian
Ansatz which underlies our model, the optical conductivity com-
puted in this framework is well described by an apparent power law
with ν* < 1 over an intermediate frequency regime, as also observed
in our experimental data. The effective exponent ν* is found to be
non-universal and to depend on the inelastic coupling constant,
which we determine from several independent considerations. The
proposed theoretical analysis provides a unifying framework in
which the behavior of the T-linear resistivity, lnT behavior of C/T,
and scaling properties of the optical spectra can all be understood in
a consistent manner.

Results
Optical spectra and resistivity
Wemeasured the optical properties and extracted the complex optical
conductivity σ(ω, T) of an LSCO single crystal with a-b orientation
(CuO2 planes). The holedoping is p = x =0.24, whichplaces our sample
above and close to the pseudogap critical point of the LSCO
family7,14,49. The pseudogap state for T < T*, p < p* is well characterized
by transport measurements12 and ARPES11. The relatively low Tc = 19 K
of this sample is interesting for extracting the normal-state properties
in optics down to low temperatures without using any external mag-
netic field. In particular, this sample is the same LSCO p = 0.24 sample
as in Ref. 50, where the evolution of optical spectral weights as a
function of doping was reported.

The quantity probed by the optical experiments of the present
study is the planar complex dielectric function ϵ(ω). The dielectric
function has contributions from the free charge carriers, as well as
interband (bound charge) contributions. In the limit ω→0, the latter
contribution converges to a constant real value, traditionally indicated
with the symbol ϵ∞:

ϵðωÞ = ϵ1 + i
σðωÞ
ϵ0ω

ð1Þ

σðωÞ = i
e2K=ð_dcÞ
_ω+MðωÞ

: ð2Þ

Here the free-carrier response σ(ω) is given by the generalized Drude
formula, where all dynamical mass renormalization (m*/m) and
relaxation (ℏ/τ) processes are represented by a memory-function51,52

MðωÞ = _ω
m*ðωÞ
m

# 1
! "
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_

τðωÞ
: ð3Þ

The free-carrier spectral weight per plane is given by the constant K
and the interplanar spacing is dc. The scattering rate ℏ/τ(ω) deduced
using Eqs. ((1), (2), (3)) and the values of K and ϵ∞ discussed below are
displayed in Fig. 1c. It depends linearly on frequency for
kBT≪ ℏω≲0.4 eV and approaches a constant value for ℏω < kBT. This
behavior is similar to that reported for Bi221223. The sign of the
curvature above 0.4 eV depends on ϵ∞ and changes from positive to
negativenear ϵ∞ = 4.5.Our determination ϵ∞ = 2.76presented in Scaling
analysis does not take into account data for ℏω > 0.4 eV and may
therefore yield unreliable values of ℏ/τ in that range (see Supplemen-
tary Information Sec. A and B).

Fig. 1 | Optical data of La2−xSrxCuO4 atp =0.24. aReal andb imaginary part of the
optical conductivity σ deduced from the dielectric function ϵ (Supplementary
Fig. 1), using Eq. (14) and the value ϵ∞ = 2.76. c Scattering rate and d effective mass
deduced from Eqs. (16) and (17) using K = 211 meV. The values of ϵ∞ and K are
discussed and justified in the text. Inset: Temperature dependence of m*/m at
ℏω = 5kBT (see dots in d). In each panel errorbars are indicated for three repre-
sentative frequencies and pertain to the upper curve, i.e., the lowest temperature
for σ(ω), m*(ω)/m and the highest temperature for ℏ/τ(ω). They represent the
uncertainty arising from reflectivity calibration using in-situ gold evaporation, and
have been estimated by repeating the Kramers--Kronig analysis after multiplying
the reflectivity curves by 1 ± 0.002.

Article https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-023-38762-5

Nature Communications | ��������(2023)�14:3033� 2

This linear dependence of the scattering rate calls for a com-
parison with resistivity. Hence we have also measured the tem-
perature dependence of the resistivity of our sample under two
magnetic fields H = 0 T and H = 16 T. As displayed in Fig. 2a, the
resistivity has a linear T-dependence ρ = ρ0 + AT over an extended
range of temperature, with A ≈ 0.63 μΩcm/K. This is a hallmark of
cuprates in this regime of doping10,13,14,20,53. It is qualitatively con-
sistent with the observed linear frequency dependence of the scat-
tering rate and, as discussed later in this paper, also in good
quantitative agreement with the ω→ 0 extrapolation of our optical
data within experimental uncertainties.

The optical mass enhancement m*(ω)/m is displayed in Fig. 1d.
With the chosen normalization, m*/m does not reach the asymptotic
value of one in the range ℏω <0.4 eV, which means that intra- and
interband and/or mid-infrared transitions overlap above 0.4 eV. The
inset of Fig. 1d shows a semi-log plot of the mass enhancement eval-
uated atℏω = 5kBT, where thenoise level is low forT⩾ 40K.Despite the
larger uncertainties at low T, this plot clearly reveals a logarithmic
temperature dependence ofm*/m. This is a robust feature of the data,
independent of the choice of ϵ∞ and K. We note that the specific heat
coefficient C/T of LSCO at the same doping level was previously
reported to display a logarithmic dependence on temperature, see
Fig. 2c47,48. We will further elaborate on this important finding of a
logarithmic dependence of the optical mass and discuss its relation to
specific heat in the next section.

Scaling analysis
In this section, we consider simultaneously the frequency and tem-
peraturedependenceof theoptical properties and investigatewhether
ℏω/kBT scaling holds for this sample close to the pseudogap critical

point. We propose a procedure to determine the three parameters ϵ∞,
K, and m introduced above.

Puttingω/T scaling to the test. Quantum systems close to a quantum
critical point display scale invariance. Temperature being the only
relevant energy scale in the quantumcritical regime, this leads inmany
cases toω/T scaling22 (inmost of the discussion below, we set ℏ = kB = 1
except when mentioned explicitly). In such a system we expect the
complex optical conductivity to obey a scaling behavior 1/
σ(ω, T)∝ TνF(ω/T), with ν⩽ 1 a critical exponent. More precisely, the
scaling properties of the optical scattering rate and effective mass
read:

1=τðω,TÞ=Tνf τ ðω=TÞ ð4Þ

m*ðω,TÞ #m*ð0,TÞ=Tν#1f mðω=TÞ ð5Þ

with fτ and fm two scaling functions. This behavior requires that both ℏω
and kBT are smaller than a high-energy electronic cutoff, but their ratio
can be arbitrary. Furthermore, we note that when ν = 1 (Planckian case)
the scaling is violated by logarithmic terms, which control in particular
the zero-frequency value of the optical mass m*(0,T). As shown in
Theorywithin a simple theoreticalmodel,ω/T scalingnonetheless holds
in this case to an excellent approximation provided that m*(0, T) is
subtracted, as in Eq. (5). We also note that in a Fermi liquid, the single-
particle scattering rate∝ω2 + (πT)2 does obeyω/T scaling (with formally
ν = 2), but the optical conductivity does not. Indeed, it involves ω/T2

terms violating scaling, and hence depends on two scaling variables
ω/T2 and ω/T, as is already clear from an (approximate) generalized
Drudeexpression 1/σ ≈ − iω + τ0[ω2 + (2πT)2]. For a detaileddiscussionof
this point, see Ref. 54. Such violations of scaling by ω/Tν terms apply
more generally to the case where the scattering rate varies as Tν with
ν > 1. Hence, ω/T scaling for both the optical scattering rate and optical
effective mass are a hallmark of non-Fermi liquid behavior with ν⩽ 1.
Previous work has indeed provided evidence for ω/T scaling in the
optical properties of cuprates23,24.

Here, we investigate whether our optical data obey ω/T scaling.
We find that the quality of the scaling depends sensitively on the
chosen value of ϵ∞. Different prescriptions in the literature to fix ϵ∞
yield—independently of themethod used—values ranging from ϵ∞ ≈ 4.3
for strongly underdoped Bi2212 to ϵ∞ ≈ 5.6 for strongly overdoped
Bi221232,55. The parameter ϵ∞ is commonly understood to represent the
dielectric constant of thematerial in the absenceof the charge carriers,
and is caused by the bound charge responsible for interband transi-
tions at energies typically above 1 eV. While this definition is unam-
biguous for the insulating parent compound, for the doped material
one is confronted with the difficulty that the optical conductivity at
these higher energies also contains contributions described by the
self-energy of the conduction electrons, caused for example by their
coupling to dd-excitations56. Consequently, not all of the oscillator
strength in the interband region represents bound charge. Our model
overcomes this hurdle by determining the low-energy spectrumbelow
0.4 eV, and subsuming all bound charge contributions in a single
constant ϵ∞. Its value is expected to be bound from above by the value
of the insulating phase, in other words we expect to find ϵ∞ < 4.5 (see
Supplementary Information Sec. A). Rather than setting an a priori
value for ϵ∞, we follow here a different route and we choose the value
that yields the best scaling collapse for a given value of the exponent ν.
This program is straightforwardly implemented for 1/τ and indicates
that the best scaling collapse is achieved with ν ≈ 1 and ϵ∞ ≈ 3, see
Fig. 2b as well as Supplementary Information Sec. B and Supplemen-
tary Fig. 2. Turning to m*, we found that subtracting the dc value
m*(ω =0, T) is crucial when attempting to collapse the data. Extra-
polating optical data to zero frequency is hampered by noise. Hence,

Fig. 2 | Scaling of scattering rate and mass enhancement. a Temperature-
dependent resistivity measured in zero field (black) and at 16 teslas (red). The inset
emphasizes the linearity of the 16 T data at low temperature. The dashed line shows
ρ0 +AT with ρ0 = 12.2 μΩcm and A =0.63 μΩcm/K. b Scattering rate divided by
temperature plotted versus ω/T; the collapse of the curves indicates a behavior 1/
τ ~ Tfτ(ω/T). c Effective quasiparticle mass (in units of the indicated band mass m)
deduced from the low-temperature electronic specific heat47

[m*
Cp = ð3=πÞð_

2dc=k
2
BÞðC=TÞ] and zero-frequency optical mass enhancement; the

dashed lines indicate lnT behavior. dOptical mass minus the zero-frequencymass
shown in c plotted versus ω/T; the collapse of the curves indicates a behavior
m*(ω) −m*(0) ~ fm(ω/T). The data between0.22 and0.4 eV are shown asdotted lines.
ϵ∞ = 2.76 was used here as in Fig. 1.
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This linear dependence of the scattering rate calls for a com-
parison with resistivity. Hence we have also measured the tem-
perature dependence of the resistivity of our sample under two
magnetic fields H = 0 T and H = 16 T. As displayed in Fig. 2a, the
resistivity has a linear T-dependence ρ = ρ0 + AT over an extended
range of temperature, with A ≈ 0.63 μΩcm/K. This is a hallmark of
cuprates in this regime of doping10,13,14,20,53. It is qualitatively con-
sistent with the observed linear frequency dependence of the scat-
tering rate and, as discussed later in this paper, also in good
quantitative agreement with the ω→ 0 extrapolation of our optical
data within experimental uncertainties.

The optical mass enhancement m*(ω)/m is displayed in Fig. 1d.
With the chosen normalization, m*/m does not reach the asymptotic
value of one in the range ℏω <0.4 eV, which means that intra- and
interband and/or mid-infrared transitions overlap above 0.4 eV. The
inset of Fig. 1d shows a semi-log plot of the mass enhancement eval-
uated atℏω = 5kBT, where thenoise level is low forT⩾ 40K.Despite the
larger uncertainties at low T, this plot clearly reveals a logarithmic
temperature dependence ofm*/m. This is a robust feature of the data,
independent of the choice of ϵ∞ and K. We note that the specific heat
coefficient C/T of LSCO at the same doping level was previously
reported to display a logarithmic dependence on temperature, see
Fig. 2c47,48. We will further elaborate on this important finding of a
logarithmic dependence of the optical mass and discuss its relation to
specific heat in the next section.

Scaling analysis
In this section, we consider simultaneously the frequency and tem-
peraturedependenceof theoptical properties and investigatewhether
ℏω/kBT scaling holds for this sample close to the pseudogap critical

point. We propose a procedure to determine the three parameters ϵ∞,
K, and m introduced above.

Puttingω/T scaling to the test. Quantum systems close to a quantum
critical point display scale invariance. Temperature being the only
relevant energy scale in the quantumcritical regime, this leads inmany
cases toω/T scaling22 (inmost of the discussion below, we set ℏ = kB = 1
except when mentioned explicitly). In such a system we expect the
complex optical conductivity to obey a scaling behavior 1/
σ(ω, T)∝ TνF(ω/T), with ν⩽ 1 a critical exponent. More precisely, the
scaling properties of the optical scattering rate and effective mass
read:

1=τðω,TÞ=Tνf τ ðω=TÞ ð4Þ

m*ðω,TÞ #m*ð0,TÞ=Tν#1f mðω=TÞ ð5Þ

with fτ and fm two scaling functions. This behavior requires that both ℏω
and kBT are smaller than a high-energy electronic cutoff, but their ratio
can be arbitrary. Furthermore, we note that when ν = 1 (Planckian case)
the scaling is violated by logarithmic terms, which control in particular
the zero-frequency value of the optical mass m*(0,T). As shown in
Theorywithin a simple theoreticalmodel,ω/T scalingnonetheless holds
in this case to an excellent approximation provided that m*(0, T) is
subtracted, as in Eq. (5). We also note that in a Fermi liquid, the single-
particle scattering rate∝ω2 + (πT)2 does obeyω/T scaling (with formally
ν = 2), but the optical conductivity does not. Indeed, it involves ω/T2

terms violating scaling, and hence depends on two scaling variables
ω/T2 and ω/T, as is already clear from an (approximate) generalized
Drudeexpression 1/σ ≈ − iω + τ0[ω2 + (2πT)2]. For a detaileddiscussionof
this point, see Ref. 54. Such violations of scaling by ω/Tν terms apply
more generally to the case where the scattering rate varies as Tν with
ν > 1. Hence, ω/T scaling for both the optical scattering rate and optical
effective mass are a hallmark of non-Fermi liquid behavior with ν⩽ 1.
Previous work has indeed provided evidence for ω/T scaling in the
optical properties of cuprates23,24.
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value for ϵ∞, we follow here a different route and we choose the value
that yields the best scaling collapse for a given value of the exponent ν.
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FIG. 4: Evolution of the local density of states upon
cooling through Tc at the QCP. Inset shows the

marginal Fermi-liquid form of the fermion self-energy
�Im⌃ ⇠ |!| at the QCP. Dashed curve is calculated in

the ↵ = 1 limit at T/t = 0.004.

FIG. 5: A. Temperature dependence of superfluid
stiffness ⇢s at g = 5 for various values of renormalized

boson mass M . B. The log-log plot of zero temperature
superfluid density ⇢s0 vs �dcTc.

with �Im⌃ ⇠ |!|, as seen in the inset of Fig. 4.
We then discuss the superfluid stiffness in the super-

conducting state. The stiffness only dependes on the
anomalous Green’s function on the Matsubara frequen-
cies,

⇢s
⇡e2

=
2

�

X

!n

Z
d✏ ⇢tr(✏)F (✏, i!n)F †(✏, i!n), (4)

where the density of states ⇢↵�
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(✏) ⌘
R
k

@"k
@k↵

@"k
@k�

� (✏ � "k)

is analytically computable for the given lattice dispersion
(S2). In Fig. 5(a), we show the temperature dependence
of superfluid stiffness for a fixed g0 and different renor-
malized boson mass M . The stiffness reaches a finite con-
stant value, ⇢s0, for T ! 0. As we tune the boson mass
M towards the critical point, Tc saturates to its maximal
but the ⇢s0 decreases, as seen in Figure 5(a). This result

at strong couplings aligns with the superfluid density in
bulk samples of the overdoped cuprate superconductors
[34, 35].
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FIG. 1. Updated Homes’ plot [2,3], which includes the data on
Božović’s LSCO films from Ref. [1]. We notice that Božović’s data
violate the scaling [Eq. (1)]: The points progress perpendicular to
the scaling line as doping increases on the overdoped side of the
phase diagram. The plot also includes several overdoped LSCO films
from Lemberger’s group [14], which also violate the scaling. A big
orange star represents our recent measurement on a heavily over-
doped LSCO single crystal [15]. Chemical formulas for all organic
superconductors can be found in Ref. [3].

scarce, we have collected enough data to unveil the trends.
Early reports of measurements performed on ceramic, sin-
tered, polycrystalline, or powder samples were not considered
here [7]. In Fig. 2(a) we plot the superfluid density ρs for
two families of cuprate superconductors: LSCO [1,14–17] and
Bi2Sr2CaCu2O8+δ (Bi2212) [18]. The superfluid density is
shown as a function of reduced critical temperature Tc/Tc,max,
where Tc,max is the maximal critical temperature (i.e., optimal
doping) for a given family [19]. Only the overdoped side of the
phase diagram is shown, with Tc/Tc,max = 1 being the optimal
doping and Tc decreases as doping increases. We point out
that Fig. 2(a) includes the data for both thin films (shown with
open circles) and bulk single crystals (shown with full circles).
The plot also includes our recent infrared (IR) measurement
[15] on a heavily overdoped bulk single crystal LSCO with
Tc = 15 K, combined with a previous IR measurement on op-
timally doped LSCO [16]. We note that this heavily overdoped
sample does not violate the Homes scaling (see Fig. 1).

As shown previously [1] the superfluid density of
Božović’s films [1] decreases as a linear function of Tc, ex-
cept at the highest dopings where the dependence becomes
parabolic. For comparison, Fig. 2(a) also includes the re-
sults on LSCO films from Lemberger’s group [14]. Even
though only several overdoped films were measured [14], they
show very similar absolute values and doping dependence
as Božović’s films, and they also violate Homes’ scaling
(see Fig. 1). However, the most striking finding revealed by
Fig. 2(a) is that the superfluid density in bulk samples (full
symbols) does not seem to decrease with doping. In bulk
single crystal LSCO samples the superfluid density tends
to saturate [15,16] or increase on the overdoped side [17].

FIG. 2. (a) Superfluid density ρs of LSCO and Bi2212 from
several different measurements as a function of critical tempera-
ture, normalized to the maximum value for a given family Tc/T max

c
(Ref. [19]). Only the overdoped side of the phase diagram is shown
and Tc/T max

c = 1 corresponds to optimal doping. We notice that in
films (Božović [1] and Lemberger [14] data displayed with open
circles) the superfluid density decreases with doping and eventually
goes to zero. On the other hand, in bulk samples (full circles) the
superfluid density tends to saturate [15,16] or even increase [17].
In Bi2212 the superfluid density also increases with doping [18].
(b) Superfluid density ρs of two pnictide families of superconductors
[23,24]. They are all bulk samples and they all show saturation of
superfluid density.

The superfluid density in Bi2212 also increases with doping
[18]. It is clear from Fig. 2(a) that the trend in the doping
dependence is different for bulk samples and thin films: the
superfluid density in bulk samples, contrary to thin films, does
not decrease on the overdoped side.

III. PNICTIDES

The saturation of superfluid density observed in bulk sam-
ples [Fig. 2(a)] might not be limited to cuprates [20]. There
is evidence that a similar effect is also present in at least
two pnictide families. In Fig. 2(b) we show recent data
on bulk single crystal pnictides BaFe2(As1−xPx )2 [23] and
Ba1−xKxFe2As2 [24]. Both families reveal saturation of su-
perfluid density on the overdoped side [25]. It can be seen
that in BaFe2(As1−xPx )2 the saturation persists up to very
high doping levels (Tc/T max

c ≈ 0.25). We also point out that
pnictides are multiband systems with dramatically different

214514-2
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that the c-axis data11,17–20 for all of the single and double-
layer materials (Supplementary Table 2) are again well described
by a line with slope of unity. What is perhaps most remarkable is
that the a–b-plane and c-axis results may all be described by
the same universal line shown in Fig. 2, even though the two
results correspond to very different ranges of r s. The combined
data span nearly five orders of magnitude, from the insulating
behaviour along the c axis in the underdoped systems, to the
metallic behaviour in the a–b planes of the overdoped copper
oxides.
The scaling relation for the a–b planes can be interpreted in a

number of different ways. One of the most direct is the assumption
that all of the spectral weight (the area obtained from the integral of
the optical conductivity) associated with the free-carriers of the
normal state (nn) collapses into the superconducting condensate21

(n s ; nn) below T c. Allowing that the low-frequency conductivity
at T < T c can be described by the simple Drude theory for a metal,

j1(q) ¼ jdc/(1 þ q2t2) (where q is frequency), which has the
shape of a lorentzian centred at zero frequency with a width at
half-maximum given by the scattering rate 1/t, the area under
this curve may be approximated simply as j dc/t. Transport
measurements for the copper oxides22 suggest that 1/t near the
transition scales linearly with T c, so the strength of the condensate
is just r s / jdc T c, in agreement with the observed scaling relation.
This result requires that these materials approach the clean limit
(1/t ,, 2D, where 2D is the superconducting energy gap).

However, this approach cannot be applied to the properties along
the c axis, because it is generally conceded that transport in this
direction is incoherent, and therefore hopping rather than scatter-
ing governs the physics15. The quasi-two-dimensional nature of the
copper oxides, which often includes a semiconducting or activated
response of the resistivity along the c axis, has motivated the
description of the superconductivity in this direction in terms of
a Josephson-coupling picture16,17,23–26. The c-axis penetration depth
l is then determined by the Josephson current density J c and is
l 2 ¼ !c2/8pdeJ c, where J c ¼ (pD/2eRn)tanh(D/2kBT), d is the
separation between the planes, and Rn ¼ d/jdc is the normal-state
tunnelling resistance24. There is convincing evidence that the energy
gap in the copper oxides is d-wave in nature, containing nodes at the
Fermi surface27,28, making the determination of J c difficult. How-
ever, if the coupling between the planes originates at the (0,p), (p,0)
points29 where the gap is a maximum, D0, then we can approximate
D < D0. Furthermore, if D0 /Tc, then Jc /Tc=Rn and rs / jdcTc,
which yields the observed scaling behaviour in the c-axis direction.
Despite the different nature of the transport properties parallel and
perpendicular to the a–b planes, the universal scaling pertaining to
both directions is an unusual and surprising result that should
provide new insights into the origins of the superconductivity in
these materials. A

Figure 1 Plot of the superfluid density (rs) versus the product of the d.c. conductivity
(jdc) and the superconducting transition temperature (Tc) for a variety of copper oxides and

some simple metals. (jdc is measured just above the transition, and parallel to the

copper–oxygen (a–b) planes; data are shown on a log–log plot; see Supplementary

Table 1 for details, including errors.) The values for jdc and rs are obtained from optical

measurements of the reflectance. The reflectance is a complex quantity consisting of an

amplitude and a phase; in an experiment only the amplitude is usually measured.

However, if the reflectance is measured over a wide frequency range, the Kramers–

Kronig relation may be used to obtain the phase. Once the complex reflectance is

known, then other complex optical functions may be calculated (for example, the

dielectric function or the conductivity). The jdc used in this scaling relation has been

extrapolated from the real part of the optical conductivity jdc ¼ j1(q ! 0) at T < Tc.

For T ,, Tc, the response of the dielectric function to the formation of a condensate is

expressed purely by the real part, e1(q) ¼ e1 2 qps
2 /q 2, which allows the

superconducting plasma frequency qps to be calculated from qps
2 ¼ 2q 2e1(q) in the

q ! 0 limit, where qps
2 ¼ 4pn se

2/m* is proportional to the number of carriers in the

condensate. The strength of the condensate (rs) is simply rs ; qps
2 . The dashed and

dotted lines are described by rs ¼ (120 ^ 25)jdcTc. Within error, all the data for the

copper oxides are described by the dashed line. The data for the conventional

superconductors Nb and Pb, indicated by the atomic symbols within the circles, lie

slightly above the dashed line.

Figure 2 As Fig. 1 but for copper oxides only, and including data for the poorly conducting
c axis. The values for rs and jdc are obtained from optical measurements, as described in

Fig. 1 legend. In addition to the published results, new data are also included for

HgBa2CuO4þd and La22xSrxCuO4. Within error, all of the data fall on the same universal

(dashed) line with slope of unity, defined by rs ¼ 120jdcTc; the dotted lines are from

rs ¼ (120 ^ 25)jdcTc. See Supplementary Table 2 for details, including errors.
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Anomalous Criticality in the
Electrical Resistivity of La2–xSrxCuO4
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The presence or absence of a quantum critical point and its location in the phase diagram of high-
temperature superconductors have been subjects of intense scrutiny. Clear evidence for quantum
criticality, particularly in the transport properties, has proved elusive because the important low-
temperature region is masked by the onset of superconductivity. We present measurements of the
low-temperature in-plane resistivity of several highly doped La2–xSrxCuO4 single crystals in which
the superconductivity had been stripped away by using high magnetic fields. In contrast to other
quantum critical systems, the resistivity varies linearly with temperature over a wide doping range
with a gradient that scales monotonically with the superconducting transition temperature. It is
maximal at a critical doping level (pc) ~ 0.19 at which superconductivity is most robust. Moreover,
its value at pc corresponds to the onset of quasi-particle incoherence along specific momentum
directions, implying that the interaction that first promotes high-temperature superconductivity
may ultimately destroy the very quasi-particle states involved in the superconducting pairing.

An important theme in strongly correlated
electron systems is quantum criticality
and the associated quantum phase tran-

sitions that occur at zero temperature upon tuning
a nonthermal control parameter, g (e.g., pressure,
magnetic field H or composition), through a
critical value, gc. One feature of such a system is
the influence that critical fluctuations have on
the physical properties over a wide region in
the (T, g) phase diagram above the quantum
critical point (QCP), inside which the system
shows marked deviations from conventional
Landau Fermi-liquid behavior. A number of can-
didate non–Fermi-liquid systems have emerged,
particularly in the heavy fermion family (1), al-
though there are others, for example, certain
transition metal oxides (2), that display similar
characteristics.

The physics of copper-oxide high-temperature
superconductors may also be governed by prox-
imity to a QCP. The generic temperature-doping
(T, p) phase diagram resembles that seen in the
heavy fermions, with an apparent funnel-shaped
region that either pierces or skirts the supercon-
ducting dome (3). Above this region, cuprates
display an in-plane resistivity, rab, that varies
linearly with temperature over a wide tempera-
ture (4) yet narrow doping (5) range. This T-linear

resistivity has been widely interpreted, in tan-
dem with other anomalous transport properties
(6), as a manifestation of scale-invariant physics
borne out of proximity to the QCP. This view-
point has remained untested, largely because of
the high upper critical field Hc2 values in high-
Tc cuprates that restrict access to the important
limiting low-temperature region below Tc( p).
We used a combination of persistent and pulsed
high magnetic fields to expose the normal state
of La2–xSrxCuO4 (LSCO) over a wide doping
and temperature range and studied the evolution
of rab(T) with carrier density, from the slightly
underdoped (p = 0.15) to the heavily overdoped
( p = 0.33) region of the phase diagram. Our anal-
ysis reveals the presence of a singular doping
concentration in LSCO at which the electronic
response changes, although in a manner distinct
from that observed in other candidate quantum
critical systems.

In-plane resistivity of La2–xSrxCuO4. A series
of high-field rab(T, H) measurements were car-
ried out on overdoped LSCO single crystals with
doping levels of p = 0.18, 0.21, and 0.23 (labeled
hereafter LSCO18, LSCO21, and LSCO23, re-
spectively) with the field aligned perpendicular
to the CuO2 planes in order to suppress the su-
perconductivity. Figure 1A shows the rab(T, H)
data obtained on LSCO23. In order to track the
temperature dependence of the zero-field resistivity
r(T, 0) below Tc, we used a simple, transparent
technique to extrapolate the high-field rab(T, H)
data to the zero-field axis (Fig. 1B). The re-
sultant r(T, 0) values, plotted in Fig. 1C together
with the zero-field rab(T) curve below 70 K,
are found to exhibit a T-linear dependence down
to 1.5 K. For comparison, we also plotted the ab-
solute values of r(T, 48) at a fixed high field of
48 T obtained directly from the vertical dashed
line in Fig. 1A. The temperature dependence of

the latter (analysis-free) values is identical to that
of r(T, 0) and is consistent with earlier 60-T data
taken on LSCO22 (7), showing that the anal-
ysis itself has not introduced any additional,
artificial temperature dependence in r(T, 0). Sim-
ilar pulsed-field measurements and analysis were
carried out for the two other doping levels as
summarized in fig. S1.

Figure 2 shows the resultant r(T, 0) values
plus zero-field rab(T) data for seven different
concentrations ranging from optimal doping
(p = 0.17) to the heavily overdoped, nonsuper-
conducting region (p = 0.33). The gradual cross-
over in the temperature dependence of rab(T),
from quasi-linear for LSCO17 to approximately
quadratic for LSCO33, is evident in the raw data
and is consistent with previous studies carried
out above Tc (5, 8, 9). At low temperatures, how-
ever, rab(T) develops predominantly T-linear
behavior for the entire doping range 0.18 ≤ p ≤
0.29 [for p = 0.17, data exists only above Tc(H =
0)]. Although evidence for a low-T T-linear re-
sistivity has emerged for single doping concen-
trations in both electron- (10) and hole-doped
(11, 12) cuprates, our measurements show that
the low-T linearity in fact persists over a broad
range of doping.

Single-component analysis. In heavy fermi-
on systems, Dr(T), the T-dependent part of r(T),
is often described by a single term anT

n whose
exponent n(T, H) evolves from the Fermi-liquid
value n = 2 to some anomalous value less than 2
over a narrow temperature and magnetic field
window (13–15). The anomalous exponent in
Dr(T) persists to low temperatures only at the
critical field, Hc. In Fig. 3, we plotted a com-
parative n(T, p) = d(lnDr)/d(ln T) for LSCO by
using the resistivity curves shown in Fig. 2.

For T > 50 K, the resultant phase diagram re-
sembles that seen in prototypical quantum critical
systems, with a narrow region in which rab(T) is
approximately (although not strictly) T-linear sep-
arated from a region where rab(T) varies approx-
imately as T2. As the temperature is lowered,
however, the situation becomes markedly dif-
ferent. Rather than collapsing to a single (critical)
point, the T-linear region in LSCO fans out and
dominates the low-T response. Intriguingly, this
T-linear regime (or more precisely, the region
where n < 1.1) is coincident with both the Tc
parabola (long-dashed white line) and the super-
conducting fluctuation regime (short-dashed white
line) and has thus been obscured until now by
the veil of superconductivity.

Dual-component analysis. Previously, Drab(T)
in overdoped, hole-doped cuprates has been ex-
pressed either as above, that is, as anT

n (1 ≤
n ≤ 2) (16), or as the sum of two components,
a1T + a2T

2 (11, 17, 18). In fig. S2, we describe
in detail why the latter is in fact the more ap-
propriate expression for LSCO. In Fig. 4, A and
B, we show the doping dependences of a1 and
a2, respectively, for two different fitting proto-
cols. The solid squares are coefficients obtained
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The presence or absence of a quantum critical point and its location in the phase diagram of high-
temperature superconductors have been subjects of intense scrutiny. Clear evidence for quantum
criticality, particularly in the transport properties, has proved elusive because the important low-
temperature region is masked by the onset of superconductivity. We present measurements of the
low-temperature in-plane resistivity of several highly doped La2–xSrxCuO4 single crystals in which
the superconductivity had been stripped away by using high magnetic fields. In contrast to other
quantum critical systems, the resistivity varies linearly with temperature over a wide doping range
with a gradient that scales monotonically with the superconducting transition temperature. It is
maximal at a critical doping level (pc) ~ 0.19 at which superconductivity is most robust. Moreover,
its value at pc corresponds to the onset of quasi-particle incoherence along specific momentum
directions, implying that the interaction that first promotes high-temperature superconductivity
may ultimately destroy the very quasi-particle states involved in the superconducting pairing.

An important theme in strongly correlated
electron systems is quantum criticality
and the associated quantum phase tran-

sitions that occur at zero temperature upon tuning
a nonthermal control parameter, g (e.g., pressure,
magnetic field H or composition), through a
critical value, gc. One feature of such a system is
the influence that critical fluctuations have on
the physical properties over a wide region in
the (T, g) phase diagram above the quantum
critical point (QCP), inside which the system
shows marked deviations from conventional
Landau Fermi-liquid behavior. A number of can-
didate non–Fermi-liquid systems have emerged,
particularly in the heavy fermion family (1), al-
though there are others, for example, certain
transition metal oxides (2), that display similar
characteristics.

The physics of copper-oxide high-temperature
superconductors may also be governed by prox-
imity to a QCP. The generic temperature-doping
(T, p) phase diagram resembles that seen in the
heavy fermions, with an apparent funnel-shaped
region that either pierces or skirts the supercon-
ducting dome (3). Above this region, cuprates
display an in-plane resistivity, rab, that varies
linearly with temperature over a wide tempera-
ture (4) yet narrow doping (5) range. This T-linear

resistivity has been widely interpreted, in tan-
dem with other anomalous transport properties
(6), as a manifestation of scale-invariant physics
borne out of proximity to the QCP. This view-
point has remained untested, largely because of
the high upper critical field Hc2 values in high-
Tc cuprates that restrict access to the important
limiting low-temperature region below Tc( p).
We used a combination of persistent and pulsed
high magnetic fields to expose the normal state
of La2–xSrxCuO4 (LSCO) over a wide doping
and temperature range and studied the evolution
of rab(T) with carrier density, from the slightly
underdoped (p = 0.15) to the heavily overdoped
( p = 0.33) region of the phase diagram. Our anal-
ysis reveals the presence of a singular doping
concentration in LSCO at which the electronic
response changes, although in a manner distinct
from that observed in other candidate quantum
critical systems.

In-plane resistivity of La2–xSrxCuO4. A series
of high-field rab(T, H) measurements were car-
ried out on overdoped LSCO single crystals with
doping levels of p = 0.18, 0.21, and 0.23 (labeled
hereafter LSCO18, LSCO21, and LSCO23, re-
spectively) with the field aligned perpendicular
to the CuO2 planes in order to suppress the su-
perconductivity. Figure 1A shows the rab(T, H)
data obtained on LSCO23. In order to track the
temperature dependence of the zero-field resistivity
r(T, 0) below Tc, we used a simple, transparent
technique to extrapolate the high-field rab(T, H)
data to the zero-field axis (Fig. 1B). The re-
sultant r(T, 0) values, plotted in Fig. 1C together
with the zero-field rab(T) curve below 70 K,
are found to exhibit a T-linear dependence down
to 1.5 K. For comparison, we also plotted the ab-
solute values of r(T, 48) at a fixed high field of
48 T obtained directly from the vertical dashed
line in Fig. 1A. The temperature dependence of

the latter (analysis-free) values is identical to that
of r(T, 0) and is consistent with earlier 60-T data
taken on LSCO22 (7), showing that the anal-
ysis itself has not introduced any additional,
artificial temperature dependence in r(T, 0). Sim-
ilar pulsed-field measurements and analysis were
carried out for the two other doping levels as
summarized in fig. S1.

Figure 2 shows the resultant r(T, 0) values
plus zero-field rab(T) data for seven different
concentrations ranging from optimal doping
(p = 0.17) to the heavily overdoped, nonsuper-
conducting region (p = 0.33). The gradual cross-
over in the temperature dependence of rab(T),
from quasi-linear for LSCO17 to approximately
quadratic for LSCO33, is evident in the raw data
and is consistent with previous studies carried
out above Tc (5, 8, 9). At low temperatures, how-
ever, rab(T) develops predominantly T-linear
behavior for the entire doping range 0.18 ≤ p ≤
0.29 [for p = 0.17, data exists only above Tc(H =
0)]. Although evidence for a low-T T-linear re-
sistivity has emerged for single doping concen-
trations in both electron- (10) and hole-doped
(11, 12) cuprates, our measurements show that
the low-T linearity in fact persists over a broad
range of doping.

Single-component analysis. In heavy fermi-
on systems, Dr(T), the T-dependent part of r(T),
is often described by a single term anT

n whose
exponent n(T, H) evolves from the Fermi-liquid
value n = 2 to some anomalous value less than 2
over a narrow temperature and magnetic field
window (13–15). The anomalous exponent in
Dr(T) persists to low temperatures only at the
critical field, Hc. In Fig. 3, we plotted a com-
parative n(T, p) = d(lnDr)/d(ln T) for LSCO by
using the resistivity curves shown in Fig. 2.

For T > 50 K, the resultant phase diagram re-
sembles that seen in prototypical quantum critical
systems, with a narrow region in which rab(T) is
approximately (although not strictly) T-linear sep-
arated from a region where rab(T) varies approx-
imately as T2. As the temperature is lowered,
however, the situation becomes markedly dif-
ferent. Rather than collapsing to a single (critical)
point, the T-linear region in LSCO fans out and
dominates the low-T response. Intriguingly, this
T-linear regime (or more precisely, the region
where n < 1.1) is coincident with both the Tc
parabola (long-dashed white line) and the super-
conducting fluctuation regime (short-dashed white
line) and has thus been obscured until now by
the veil of superconductivity.

Dual-component analysis. Previously, Drab(T)
in overdoped, hole-doped cuprates has been ex-
pressed either as above, that is, as anT

n (1 ≤
n ≤ 2) (16), or as the sum of two components,
a1T + a2T

2 (11, 17, 18). In fig. S2, we describe
in detail why the latter is in fact the more ap-
propriate expression for LSCO. In Fig. 4, A and
B, we show the doping dependences of a1 and
a2, respectively, for two different fitting proto-
cols. The solid squares are coefficients obtained

RESEARCHARTICLE

1H. H. Wills Physics Laboratory, University of Bristol, Tyndall
Avenue, Bristol, BS8 1TL, UK. 2Laboratoire National des Champs
Magnétiques Pulsés (LNCMP), UMR CNRS-UPS-INSA 5147,
Toulouse 31400, France. 3Department of Applied Physics, Grad-
uate School of Engineering, Tohoku University, 6-6-05 Aoba,
Aramaki, Aoba-ku, Sendai 980-8579, Japan. 4Department of
Advanced Materials Science, Graduate School of Frontier Sci-
ence, University of Tokyo, Kashiwa-no-ha 5-1-5, Kashiwa-shi,
Chiba 277-8651, Japan.

*Present address: Department of Physics, Okayama University,
Tsushima-naka, Okayama 700-8530, Japan.
†To whom correspondence should be addressed. E-mail:
n.e.hussey@bristol.ac.uk

www.sciencemag.org SCIENCE VOL 323 30 JANUARY 2009 603

D
ow

nloaded from
 https://w

w
w

.science.org at H
arvard U

niversity on O
ctober 26, 2023

Anomalous Criticality in the
Electrical Resistivity of La2–xSrxCuO4
R. A. Cooper,1 Y. Wang,1 B. Vignolle,2 O. J. Lipscombe,1 S. M. Hayden,1 Y. Tanabe,3 T. Adachi,3
Y. Koike,3 M. Nohara,4* H. Takagi,4 Cyril Proust,2 N. E. Hussey1†

The presence or absence of a quantum critical point and its location in the phase diagram of high-
temperature superconductors have been subjects of intense scrutiny. Clear evidence for quantum
criticality, particularly in the transport properties, has proved elusive because the important low-
temperature region is masked by the onset of superconductivity. We present measurements of the
low-temperature in-plane resistivity of several highly doped La2–xSrxCuO4 single crystals in which
the superconductivity had been stripped away by using high magnetic fields. In contrast to other
quantum critical systems, the resistivity varies linearly with temperature over a wide doping range
with a gradient that scales monotonically with the superconducting transition temperature. It is
maximal at a critical doping level (pc) ~ 0.19 at which superconductivity is most robust. Moreover,
its value at pc corresponds to the onset of quasi-particle incoherence along specific momentum
directions, implying that the interaction that first promotes high-temperature superconductivity
may ultimately destroy the very quasi-particle states involved in the superconducting pairing.

An important theme in strongly correlated
electron systems is quantum criticality
and the associated quantum phase tran-

sitions that occur at zero temperature upon tuning
a nonthermal control parameter, g (e.g., pressure,
magnetic field H or composition), through a
critical value, gc. One feature of such a system is
the influence that critical fluctuations have on
the physical properties over a wide region in
the (T, g) phase diagram above the quantum
critical point (QCP), inside which the system
shows marked deviations from conventional
Landau Fermi-liquid behavior. A number of can-
didate non–Fermi-liquid systems have emerged,
particularly in the heavy fermion family (1), al-
though there are others, for example, certain
transition metal oxides (2), that display similar
characteristics.

The physics of copper-oxide high-temperature
superconductors may also be governed by prox-
imity to a QCP. The generic temperature-doping
(T, p) phase diagram resembles that seen in the
heavy fermions, with an apparent funnel-shaped
region that either pierces or skirts the supercon-
ducting dome (3). Above this region, cuprates
display an in-plane resistivity, rab, that varies
linearly with temperature over a wide tempera-
ture (4) yet narrow doping (5) range. This T-linear

resistivity has been widely interpreted, in tan-
dem with other anomalous transport properties
(6), as a manifestation of scale-invariant physics
borne out of proximity to the QCP. This view-
point has remained untested, largely because of
the high upper critical field Hc2 values in high-
Tc cuprates that restrict access to the important
limiting low-temperature region below Tc( p).
We used a combination of persistent and pulsed
high magnetic fields to expose the normal state
of La2–xSrxCuO4 (LSCO) over a wide doping
and temperature range and studied the evolution
of rab(T) with carrier density, from the slightly
underdoped (p = 0.15) to the heavily overdoped
( p = 0.33) region of the phase diagram. Our anal-
ysis reveals the presence of a singular doping
concentration in LSCO at which the electronic
response changes, although in a manner distinct
from that observed in other candidate quantum
critical systems.

In-plane resistivity of La2–xSrxCuO4. A series
of high-field rab(T, H) measurements were car-
ried out on overdoped LSCO single crystals with
doping levels of p = 0.18, 0.21, and 0.23 (labeled
hereafter LSCO18, LSCO21, and LSCO23, re-
spectively) with the field aligned perpendicular
to the CuO2 planes in order to suppress the su-
perconductivity. Figure 1A shows the rab(T, H)
data obtained on LSCO23. In order to track the
temperature dependence of the zero-field resistivity
r(T, 0) below Tc, we used a simple, transparent
technique to extrapolate the high-field rab(T, H)
data to the zero-field axis (Fig. 1B). The re-
sultant r(T, 0) values, plotted in Fig. 1C together
with the zero-field rab(T) curve below 70 K,
are found to exhibit a T-linear dependence down
to 1.5 K. For comparison, we also plotted the ab-
solute values of r(T, 48) at a fixed high field of
48 T obtained directly from the vertical dashed
line in Fig. 1A. The temperature dependence of

the latter (analysis-free) values is identical to that
of r(T, 0) and is consistent with earlier 60-T data
taken on LSCO22 (7), showing that the anal-
ysis itself has not introduced any additional,
artificial temperature dependence in r(T, 0). Sim-
ilar pulsed-field measurements and analysis were
carried out for the two other doping levels as
summarized in fig. S1.

Figure 2 shows the resultant r(T, 0) values
plus zero-field rab(T) data for seven different
concentrations ranging from optimal doping
(p = 0.17) to the heavily overdoped, nonsuper-
conducting region (p = 0.33). The gradual cross-
over in the temperature dependence of rab(T),
from quasi-linear for LSCO17 to approximately
quadratic for LSCO33, is evident in the raw data
and is consistent with previous studies carried
out above Tc (5, 8, 9). At low temperatures, how-
ever, rab(T) develops predominantly T-linear
behavior for the entire doping range 0.18 ≤ p ≤
0.29 [for p = 0.17, data exists only above Tc(H =
0)]. Although evidence for a low-T T-linear re-
sistivity has emerged for single doping concen-
trations in both electron- (10) and hole-doped
(11, 12) cuprates, our measurements show that
the low-T linearity in fact persists over a broad
range of doping.

Single-component analysis. In heavy fermi-
on systems, Dr(T), the T-dependent part of r(T),
is often described by a single term anT

n whose
exponent n(T, H) evolves from the Fermi-liquid
value n = 2 to some anomalous value less than 2
over a narrow temperature and magnetic field
window (13–15). The anomalous exponent in
Dr(T) persists to low temperatures only at the
critical field, Hc. In Fig. 3, we plotted a com-
parative n(T, p) = d(lnDr)/d(ln T) for LSCO by
using the resistivity curves shown in Fig. 2.

For T > 50 K, the resultant phase diagram re-
sembles that seen in prototypical quantum critical
systems, with a narrow region in which rab(T) is
approximately (although not strictly) T-linear sep-
arated from a region where rab(T) varies approx-
imately as T2. As the temperature is lowered,
however, the situation becomes markedly dif-
ferent. Rather than collapsing to a single (critical)
point, the T-linear region in LSCO fans out and
dominates the low-T response. Intriguingly, this
T-linear regime (or more precisely, the region
where n < 1.1) is coincident with both the Tc
parabola (long-dashed white line) and the super-
conducting fluctuation regime (short-dashed white
line) and has thus been obscured until now by
the veil of superconductivity.

Dual-component analysis. Previously, Drab(T)
in overdoped, hole-doped cuprates has been ex-
pressed either as above, that is, as anT

n (1 ≤
n ≤ 2) (16), or as the sum of two components,
a1T + a2T

2 (11, 17, 18). In fig. S2, we describe
in detail why the latter is in fact the more ap-
propriate expression for LSCO. In Fig. 4, A and
B, we show the doping dependences of a1 and
a2, respectively, for two different fitting proto-
cols. The solid squares are coefficients obtained
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