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Pick a set of random positions

Sachdev, Ye (1993); Kitaev (2015)

The SYK model
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Place electrons randomly on some sites

The SYK model
Sachdev, Ye (1993); Kitaev (2015)
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The SYK model

Place electrons randomly on some sites

Sachdev, Ye (1993); Kitaev (2015)
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Entangle electrons pairwise randomly

The SYK model
Sachdev, Ye (1993); Kitaev (2015)
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The SYK model

Entangle electrons pairwise randomly

Sachdev, Ye (1993); Kitaev (2015)
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The SYK model

Entangle electrons pairwise randomly

Sachdev, Ye (1993); Kitaev (2015)
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The SYK model

Entangle electrons pairwise randomly

Sachdev, Ye (1993); Kitaev (2015)
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The SYK model

Entangle electrons pairwise randomly

Sachdev, Ye (1993); Kitaev (2015)
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The SYK model

Entangle electrons pairwise randomly

Sachdev, Ye (1993); Kitaev (2015)
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The SYK model

Entangle electrons pairwise randomly

Sachdev, Ye (1993); Kitaev (2015)
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The SYK model

Entangle electrons pairwise randomly

Sachdev, Ye (1993); Kitaev (2015)
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The SYK model

Entangle electrons pairwise randomly

Sachdev, Ye (1993); Kitaev (2015)
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A. Kitaev, unpublished; S. Sachdev, PRX 5, 041025 (2015)

S. Sachdev and J. Ye, PRL 70, 3339 (1993)

(See also: the “2-Body Random Ensemble” in nuclear physics; did not obtain the large N limit;
T.A. Brody, J. Flores, J.B. French, P.A. Mello, A. Pandey, and S.S.M. Wong, Rev. Mod. Phys. 53, 385 (1981))

U↵�;�� are independent random variables with U↵�;�� = 0 and |U↵�;��|2 = U2

N ! 1 yields critical strange metal.
<latexit sha1_base64="yQteaZaLoEYlztplY68/SkIu+Hc="></latexit>

The Sachdev-Ye-Kitaev (SYK) model

<latexit sha1_base64="5HvB9s0savM8oVuT5ii1CiV2awU="></latexit>
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U U⌃ =
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S. Sachdev and J. Ye, 
PRL 70, 3339 (1993)

The Sachdev-Ye-Kitaev (SYK) model
<latexit sha1_base64="HvhMYNOwEGd7P72O1PevqvdHvd8="></latexit>

Feynman graph expansion in U↵�;��, and graph-by-graph average, yields
exact equations in the large N limit:

G(i!) =
1

i! + µ� ⌃(i!)
, ⌃(⌧) = �U2G2(⌧)G(�⌧)

G(⌧ = 0�) = Q.



The complex SYK model
<latexit sha1_base64="evtl4HWnolHoveL77Hnxuvv2y+M="></latexit>

Solution of these equations, and of the free energy, yields universal results for the SYK
model:

• At long times, and at T = 0, G(⌧) ⇠ |⌧ |�1/2 () indication there are no quasiparticles)

• At general charge Q, there is a spectral symmetry determined by a parameter E :

G(⌧) ⇠
⇢

�⌧�1/2 ⌧ > 0
e�2⇡E(�⌧)�1/2 ⌧ < 0

, T = 0

• There is a universal ‘Luttinger relation’ between �1 < E < 1 and the total charge
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After introducing replicas a = 1 . . . n, and integrating out the dis-
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Then the partition function can be written as a path integral with
an action S analogous to a Luttinger-Ward functional
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At frequencies ⌧ U , the time derivative in the determinant is less
important, and without it the path integral is invariant under the
reparametrization and gauge transformations

⌧ = f(�)

G(⌧1, ⌧2) = [f 0(�1)f
0(�2)]

�1/4 g(�1)

g(�2)
G(�1,�2)

⌃(⌧1, ⌧2) = [f 0(�1)f
0(�2)]

�3/4 g(�1)

g(�2)
⌃(�1,�2)

where f(�) and g(�) are arbitrary functions.



After introducing replicas a = 1 . . . n, and integrating out the dis-
order, the partition function can be written as

Z =

Z
Dcia(⌧) exp

"
�
X

ia

Z �

0
d⌧ c†ia

✓
@

@⌧
� µ

◆
cia

� U2

4N3

X

ab

Z �

0
d⌧d⌧ 0

�����
X

i

c†ia(⌧)cib(⌧
0)

�����

4
3

5 .

For simplicity, we neglect the replica indices, and introduce the
identity

1 =

Z
DG(⌧1, ⌧2)D⌃(⌧1, ⌧2) exp

"
�N

Z �

0
d⌧1d⌧2⌃(⌧1, ⌧2)

 
G(⌧2, ⌧1)

+
1

N

X

i

ci(⌧2)c
†
i (⌧1)

!#
.

Then the partition function can be written as a path integral with
an action S analogous to a Luttinger-Ward functional

Z =

Z
DG(⌧1, ⌧2)D⌃(⌧1, ⌧2) exp(�NS)

S = ln det [�(⌧1 � ⌧2)(@⌧1 + µ)� ⌃(⌧1, ⌧2)]

+

Z
d⌧1d⌧2

⇥
⌃(⌧1, ⌧2)G(⌧2, ⌧1) + (U2/2)G2(⌧2, ⌧1)G

2(⌧1, ⌧2)
⇤

At frequencies ⌧ U , the time derivative in the determinant is less
important, and without it the path integral is invariant under the
reparametrization and gauge transformations

⌧ = f(�)

G(⌧1, ⌧2) = [f 0(�1)f
0(�2)]

�1/4 g(�1)

g(�2)
G(�1,�2)

⌃(⌧1, ⌧2) = [f 0(�1)f
0(�2)]

�3/4 g(�1)

g(�2)
⌃(�1,�2)

where f(�) and g(�) are arbitrary functions.
<latexit sha1_base64="c7U6MeG7rK4xOssqwRnvYRhu8Jo="></latexit>

<latexit sha1_base64="wE5NviGR1NIB6Sf37lBuz7deG+g="></latexit>

G-⌃
path

integral



After introducing replicas a = 1 . . . n, and integrating out the dis-
order, the partition function can be written as

Z =

Z
Dcia(⌧) exp

"
�
X

ia

Z �

0
d⌧ c†ia

✓
@

@⌧
� µ

◆
cia

� U2

4N3

X

ab

Z �

0
d⌧d⌧ 0

�����
X

i

c†ia(⌧)cib(⌧
0)

�����

4
3

5 .

For simplicity, we neglect the replica indices, and introduce the
identity

1 =

Z
DG(⌧1, ⌧2)D⌃(⌧1, ⌧2) exp

"
�N

Z �

0
d⌧1d⌧2⌃(⌧1, ⌧2)

 
G(⌧2, ⌧1)

+
1

N

X

i

ci(⌧2)c
†
i (⌧1)

!#
.

Then the partition function can be written as a path integral with
an action S analogous to a Luttinger-Ward functional

Z =

Z
DG(⌧1, ⌧2)D⌃(⌧1, ⌧2) exp(�NS)

S = ln det [�(⌧1 � ⌧2)(@⌧1 + µ)� ⌃(⌧1, ⌧2)]

+

Z
d⌧1d⌧2

⇥
⌃(⌧1, ⌧2)G(⌧2, ⌧1) + (U2/2)G2(⌧2, ⌧1)G

2(⌧1, ⌧2)
⇤

At frequencies ⌧ U , the time derivative in the determinant is less
important, and without it the path integral is invariant under the
reparametrization and gauge transformations

⌧ = f(�)

G(⌧1, ⌧2) = [f 0(�1)f
0(�2)]

�1/4 g(�1)

g(�2)
G(�1,�2)

⌃(⌧1, ⌧2) = [f 0(�1)f
0(�2)]

�3/4 g(�1)

g(�2)
⌃(�1,�2)

where f(�) and g(�) are arbitrary functions.
<latexit sha1_base64="c7U6MeG7rK4xOssqwRnvYRhu8Jo="></latexit>

<latexit sha1_base64="wE5NviGR1NIB6Sf37lBuz7deG+g="></latexit>

G-⌃
path

integral

<latexit sha1_base64="HvhMYNOwEGd7P72O1PevqvdHvd8="></latexit>

Feynman graph expansion in U↵�;��, and graph-by-graph average, yields
exact equations in the large N limit:

G(i!) =
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i! + µ� ⌃(i!)
, ⌃(⌧) = �U2G2(⌧)G(�⌧)

G(⌧ = 0�) = Q.

Saddle-point equations:
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We can map the T = 0
solution to the T > 0
solution by

⌧ =
1

⇡T
tan(⇡T�)

g(�) = e�2⇡ET�
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with gij` independent random numbers with zero mean. The large N equations for the Green’s
functions and self energies of the fermions (G,⌃) and bosons (D,⇧) are

G(i!n) =
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i!n + µ� ⌃(i!n)
, D(i!n) =
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⌃(⌧) = g2G(⌧)D(⌧) , ⇧(⌧) = �g2G(⌧)G(�⌧)

Make the low frequency ansatz
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A consistent solution exists for
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= 1 , � = 0.42037 . . .
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<latexit sha1_base64="O76XellgtLk8CAD0tEs2v6wnduc=">AAAB63icbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKewuPg9C0IvHCOYByRJmJ7PJkJnZZWZWCEt+wYsHRbz6Q978G2eTHDSxoKGo6qa7K0w408Z1v53Cyura+kZxs7S1vbO7V94/aOo4VYQ2SMxj1Q6xppxJ2jDMcNpOFMUi5LQVju5yv/VElWaxfDTjhAYCDySLGMEml7p1dtMrV9yq6197vo8smQJ5i6QCc9R75a9uPyapoNIQjrXueG5iggwrwwink1I31TTBZIQHtGOpxILqIJveOkEnVumjKFa2pEFT9fdEhoXWYxHaToHNUC96ufif10lNdBVkTCapoZLMFkUpRyZG+eOozxQlho8twUQxeysiQ6wwMTaekg1h6eVl0vSr3kX1/OGsUrudx1GEIziGU/DgEmpwD3VoAIEhPMMrvDnCeXHenY9Za8GZzxzCHzifP73zjg8=</latexit>

⇧ =
G

<latexit sha1_base64="h54fE11dOI0reWNP9NuJ3oUhZUU=">AAAB6HicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKewGQb0FPegxAfOAZAmzk95kzOzsMjMrhCVf4MWDIl79JG/+jZPHQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328mtrW9sbuW3Czu7e/sHxcOjpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt1O/9YRK81g+mHGCfkQHkoecUWOl+l2vWHLLbuXaq1SIJTMQb5mUYIFar/jV7ccsjVAaJqjWHc9NjJ9RZTgTOCl0U40JZSM6wI6lkkao/Wx26IScWaVPwljZkobM1N8TGY20HkeB7YyoGeplbyr+53VSE175GZdJalCy+aIwFcTEZPo16XOFzIixJZQpbm8lbEgVZcZmU7AhrLy8SpqVsueWvfpFqXqziCMPJ3AK5+DBJVThHmrQAAYIz/AKb86j8+K8Ox/z1pyzmDmGP3A+fwC1Gozc</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="h54fE11dOI0reWNP9NuJ3oUhZUU=">AAAB6HicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKewGQb0FPegxAfOAZAmzk95kzOzsMjMrhCVf4MWDIl79JG/+jZPHQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328mtrW9sbuW3Czu7e/sHxcOjpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt1O/9YRK81g+mHGCfkQHkoecUWOl+l2vWHLLbuXaq1SIJTMQb5mUYIFar/jV7ccsjVAaJqjWHc9NjJ9RZTgTOCl0U40JZSM6wI6lkkao/Wx26IScWaVPwljZkobM1N8TGY20HkeB7YyoGeplbyr+53VSE175GZdJalCy+aIwFcTEZPo16XOFzIixJZQpbm8lbEgVZcZmU7AhrLy8SpqVsueWvfpFqXqziCMPJ3AK5+DBJVThHmrQAAYIz/AKb86j8+K8Ox/z1pyzmDmGP3A+fwC1Gozc</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="h54fE11dOI0reWNP9NuJ3oUhZUU=">AAAB6HicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKewGQb0FPegxAfOAZAmzk95kzOzsMjMrhCVf4MWDIl79JG/+jZPHQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328mtrW9sbuW3Czu7e/sHxcOjpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt1O/9YRK81g+mHGCfkQHkoecUWOl+l2vWHLLbuXaq1SIJTMQb5mUYIFar/jV7ccsjVAaJqjWHc9NjJ9RZTgTOCl0U40JZSM6wI6lkkao/Wx26IScWaVPwljZkobM1N8TGY20HkeB7YyoGeplbyr+53VSE175GZdJalCy+aIwFcTEZPo16XOFzIixJZQpbm8lbEgVZcZmU7AhrLy8SpqVsueWvfpFqXqziCMPJ3AK5+DBJVThHmrQAAYIz/AKb86j8+K8Ox/z1pyzmDmGP3A+fwC1Gozc</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="h54fE11dOI0reWNP9NuJ3oUhZUU=">AAAB6HicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKewGQb0FPegxAfOAZAmzk95kzOzsMjMrhCVf4MWDIl79JG/+jZPHQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328mtrW9sbuW3Czu7e/sHxcOjpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt1O/9YRK81g+mHGCfkQHkoecUWOl+l2vWHLLbuXaq1SIJTMQb5mUYIFar/jV7ccsjVAaJqjWHc9NjJ9RZTgTOCl0U40JZSM6wI6lkkao/Wx26IScWaVPwljZkobM1N8TGY20HkeB7YyoGeplbyr+53VSE175GZdJalCy+aIwFcTEZPo16XOFzIixJZQpbm8lbEgVZcZmU7AhrLy8SpqVsueWvfpFqXqziCMPJ3AK5+DBJVThHmrQAAYIz/AKb86j8+K8Ox/z1pyzmDmGP3A+fwC1Gozc</latexit>

G
<latexit sha1_base64="h54fE11dOI0reWNP9NuJ3oUhZUU=">AAAB6HicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKewGQb0FPegxAfOAZAmzk95kzOzsMjMrhCVf4MWDIl79JG/+jZPHQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328mtrW9sbuW3Czu7e/sHxcOjpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt1O/9YRK81g+mHGCfkQHkoecUWOl+l2vWHLLbuXaq1SIJTMQb5mUYIFar/jV7ccsjVAaJqjWHc9NjJ9RZTgTOCl0U40JZSM6wI6lkkao/Wx26IScWaVPwljZkobM1N8TGY20HkeB7YyoGeplbyr+53VSE175GZdJalCy+aIwFcTEZPo16XOFzIixJZQpbm8lbEgVZcZmU7AhrLy8SpqVsueWvfpFqXqziCMPJ3AK5+DBJVThHmrQAAYIz/AKb86j8+K8Ox/z1pyzmDmGP3A+fwC1Gozc</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="h54fE11dOI0reWNP9NuJ3oUhZUU=">AAAB6HicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKewGQb0FPegxAfOAZAmzk95kzOzsMjMrhCVf4MWDIl79JG/+jZPHQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328mtrW9sbuW3Czu7e/sHxcOjpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt1O/9YRK81g+mHGCfkQHkoecUWOl+l2vWHLLbuXaq1SIJTMQb5mUYIFar/jV7ccsjVAaJqjWHc9NjJ9RZTgTOCl0U40JZSM6wI6lkkao/Wx26IScWaVPwljZkobM1N8TGY20HkeB7YyoGeplbyr+53VSE175GZdJalCy+aIwFcTEZPo16XOFzIixJZQpbm8lbEgVZcZmU7AhrLy8SpqVsueWvfpFqXqziCMPJ3AK5+DBJVThHmrQAAYIz/AKb86j8+K8Ox/z1pyzmDmGP3A+fwC1Gozc</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="h54fE11dOI0reWNP9NuJ3oUhZUU=">AAAB6HicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKewGQb0FPegxAfOAZAmzk95kzOzsMjMrhCVf4MWDIl79JG/+jZPHQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328mtrW9sbuW3Czu7e/sHxcOjpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt1O/9YRK81g+mHGCfkQHkoecUWOl+l2vWHLLbuXaq1SIJTMQb5mUYIFar/jV7ccsjVAaJqjWHc9NjJ9RZTgTOCl0U40JZSM6wI6lkkao/Wx26IScWaVPwljZkobM1N8TGY20HkeB7YyoGeplbyr+53VSE175GZdJalCy+aIwFcTEZPo16XOFzIixJZQpbm8lbEgVZcZmU7AhrLy8SpqVsueWvfpFqXqziCMPJ3AK5+DBJVThHmrQAAYIz/AKb86j8+K8Ox/z1pyzmDmGP3A+fwC1Gozc</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="h54fE11dOI0reWNP9NuJ3oUhZUU=">AAAB6HicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKewGQb0FPegxAfOAZAmzk95kzOzsMjMrhCVf4MWDIl79JG/+jZPHQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328mtrW9sbuW3Czu7e/sHxcOjpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt1O/9YRK81g+mHGCfkQHkoecUWOl+l2vWHLLbuXaq1SIJTMQb5mUYIFar/jV7ccsjVAaJqjWHc9NjJ9RZTgTOCl0U40JZSM6wI6lkkao/Wx26IScWaVPwljZkobM1N8TGY20HkeB7YyoGeplbyr+53VSE175GZdJalCy+aIwFcTEZPo16XOFzIixJZQpbm8lbEgVZcZmU7AhrLy8SpqVsueWvfpFqXqziCMPJ3AK5+DBJVThHmrQAAYIz/AKb86j8+K8Ox/z1pyzmDmGP3A+fwC1Gozc</latexit>

<latexit sha1_base64="GeLjeJ3GeCC47QfLzsS1vptzGkI=">AAAB6HicbVDLSgNBEOz1GeMr6tHLYBA8hV3xdQx68ZiAeUCyhNlJbzJmdnaZmRXCki/w4kERr36SN//GSbIHTSxoKKq66e4KEsG1cd1vZ2V1bX1js7BV3N7Z3dsvHRw2dZwqhg0Wi1i1A6pRcIkNw43AdqKQRoHAVjC6m/qtJ1Sax/LBjBP0IzqQPOSMGivVB71S2a24M5Bl4uWkDDlqvdJXtx+zNEJpmKBadzw3MX5GleFM4KTYTTUmlI3oADuWShqh9rPZoRNyapU+CWNlSxoyU39PZDTSehwFtjOiZqgXvan4n9dJTXjjZ1wmqUHJ5ovCVBATk+nXpM8VMiPGllCmuL2VsCFVlBmbTdGG4C2+vEya5xXvqnJZvyhXb/M4CnAMJ3AGHlxDFe6hBg1ggPAMr/DmPDovzrvzMW9dcfKZI/gD5/MHz7WM9Q==</latexit>g <latexit sha1_base64="GeLjeJ3GeCC47QfLzsS1vptzGkI=">AAAB6HicbVDLSgNBEOz1GeMr6tHLYBA8hV3xdQx68ZiAeUCyhNlJbzJmdnaZmRXCki/w4kERr36SN//GSbIHTSxoKKq66e4KEsG1cd1vZ2V1bX1js7BV3N7Z3dsvHRw2dZwqhg0Wi1i1A6pRcIkNw43AdqKQRoHAVjC6m/qtJ1Sax/LBjBP0IzqQPOSMGivVB71S2a24M5Bl4uWkDDlqvdJXtx+zNEJpmKBadzw3MX5GleFM4KTYTTUmlI3oADuWShqh9rPZoRNyapU+CWNlSxoyU39PZDTSehwFtjOiZqgXvan4n9dJTXjjZ1wmqUHJ5ovCVBATk+nXpM8VMiPGllCmuL2VsCFVlBmbTdGG4C2+vEya5xXvqnJZvyhXb/M4CnAMJ3AGHlxDFe6hBg1ggPAMr/DmPDovzrvzMW9dcfKZI/gD5/MHz7WM9Q==</latexit>g

⌃ =
<latexit sha1_base64="pk3ZmbMDJBp861UaFugr9daoJp8=">AAAB7nicbVDLSgMxFL3xWeur6tJNsAiuyswgqAuh6MZlRfuAdiiZNNOGJpkhyQhl6Ee4caGIW7/HnX9j+lho64ELh3Pu5d57olRwYz3vG62srq1vbBa2its7u3v7pYPDhkkyTVmdJiLRrYgYJrhidcutYK1UMyIjwZrR8HbiN5+YNjxRj3aUslCSvuIxp8Q6qdl54H1Jrrulslfxgis/CLAjU2B/kZRhjlq39NXpJTSTTFkqiDFt30ttmBNtORVsXOxkhqWEDkmftR1VRDIT5tNzx/jUKT0cJ9qVsniq/p7IiTRmJCPXKYkdmEVvIv7ntTMbX4Y5V2lmmaKzRXEmsE3w5Hfc45pRK0aOEKq5uxXTAdGEWpdQ0YWw9PIyaQQV36v49+fl6s08jgIcwwmcgQ8XUIU7qEEdKAzhGV7hDaXoBb2jj1nrCprPHMEfoM8fCEKPWw==</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="pk3ZmbMDJBp861UaFugr9daoJp8=">AAAB7nicbVDLSgMxFL3xWeur6tJNsAiuyswgqAuh6MZlRfuAdiiZNNOGJpkhyQhl6Ee4caGIW7/HnX9j+lho64ELh3Pu5d57olRwYz3vG62srq1vbBa2its7u3v7pYPDhkkyTVmdJiLRrYgYJrhidcutYK1UMyIjwZrR8HbiN5+YNjxRj3aUslCSvuIxp8Q6qdl54H1Jrrulslfxgis/CLAjU2B/kZRhjlq39NXpJTSTTFkqiDFt30ttmBNtORVsXOxkhqWEDkmftR1VRDIT5tNzx/jUKT0cJ9qVsniq/p7IiTRmJCPXKYkdmEVvIv7ntTMbX4Y5V2lmmaKzRXEmsE3w5Hfc45pRK0aOEKq5uxXTAdGEWpdQ0YWw9PIyaQQV36v49+fl6s08jgIcwwmcgQ8XUIU7qEEdKAzhGV7hDaXoBb2jj1nrCprPHMEfoM8fCEKPWw==</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="pk3ZmbMDJBp861UaFugr9daoJp8=">AAAB7nicbVDLSgMxFL3xWeur6tJNsAiuyswgqAuh6MZlRfuAdiiZNNOGJpkhyQhl6Ee4caGIW7/HnX9j+lho64ELh3Pu5d57olRwYz3vG62srq1vbBa2its7u3v7pYPDhkkyTVmdJiLRrYgYJrhidcutYK1UMyIjwZrR8HbiN5+YNjxRj3aUslCSvuIxp8Q6qdl54H1Jrrulslfxgis/CLAjU2B/kZRhjlq39NXpJTSTTFkqiDFt30ttmBNtORVsXOxkhqWEDkmftR1VRDIT5tNzx/jUKT0cJ9qVsniq/p7IiTRmJCPXKYkdmEVvIv7ntTMbX4Y5V2lmmaKzRXEmsE3w5Hfc45pRK0aOEKq5uxXTAdGEWpdQ0YWw9PIyaQQV36v49+fl6s08jgIcwwmcgQ8XUIU7qEEdKAzhGV7hDaXoBb2jj1nrCprPHMEfoM8fCEKPWw==</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="pk3ZmbMDJBp861UaFugr9daoJp8=">AAAB7nicbVDLSgMxFL3xWeur6tJNsAiuyswgqAuh6MZlRfuAdiiZNNOGJpkhyQhl6Ee4caGIW7/HnX9j+lho64ELh3Pu5d57olRwYz3vG62srq1vbBa2its7u3v7pYPDhkkyTVmdJiLRrYgYJrhidcutYK1UMyIjwZrR8HbiN5+YNjxRj3aUslCSvuIxp8Q6qdl54H1Jrrulslfxgis/CLAjU2B/kZRhjlq39NXpJTSTTFkqiDFt30ttmBNtORVsXOxkhqWEDkmftR1VRDIT5tNzx/jUKT0cJ9qVsniq/p7IiTRmJCPXKYkdmEVvIv7ntTMbX4Y5V2lmmaKzRXEmsE3w5Hfc45pRK0aOEKq5uxXTAdGEWpdQ0YWw9PIyaQQV36v49+fl6s08jgIcwwmcgQ8XUIU7qEEdKAzhGV7hDaXoBb2jj1nrCprPHMEfoM8fCEKPWw==</latexit> G

<latexit sha1_base64="h54fE11dOI0reWNP9NuJ3oUhZUU=">AAAB6HicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKewGQb0FPegxAfOAZAmzk95kzOzsMjMrhCVf4MWDIl79JG/+jZPHQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328mtrW9sbuW3Czu7e/sHxcOjpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt1O/9YRK81g+mHGCfkQHkoecUWOl+l2vWHLLbuXaq1SIJTMQb5mUYIFar/jV7ccsjVAaJqjWHc9NjJ9RZTgTOCl0U40JZSM6wI6lkkao/Wx26IScWaVPwljZkobM1N8TGY20HkeB7YyoGeplbyr+53VSE175GZdJalCy+aIwFcTEZPo16XOFzIixJZQpbm8lbEgVZcZmU7AhrLy8SpqVsueWvfpFqXqziCMPJ3AK5+DBJVThHmrQAAYIz/AKb86j8+K8Ox/z1pyzmDmGP3A+fwC1Gozc</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="h54fE11dOI0reWNP9NuJ3oUhZUU=">AAAB6HicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKewGQb0FPegxAfOAZAmzk95kzOzsMjMrhCVf4MWDIl79JG/+jZPHQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328mtrW9sbuW3Czu7e/sHxcOjpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt1O/9YRK81g+mHGCfkQHkoecUWOl+l2vWHLLbuXaq1SIJTMQb5mUYIFar/jV7ccsjVAaJqjWHc9NjJ9RZTgTOCl0U40JZSM6wI6lkkao/Wx26IScWaVPwljZkobM1N8TGY20HkeB7YyoGeplbyr+53VSE175GZdJalCy+aIwFcTEZPo16XOFzIixJZQpbm8lbEgVZcZmU7AhrLy8SpqVsueWvfpFqXqziCMPJ3AK5+DBJVThHmrQAAYIz/AKb86j8+K8Ox/z1pyzmDmGP3A+fwC1Gozc</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="h54fE11dOI0reWNP9NuJ3oUhZUU=">AAAB6HicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKewGQb0FPegxAfOAZAmzk95kzOzsMjMrhCVf4MWDIl79JG/+jZPHQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328mtrW9sbuW3Czu7e/sHxcOjpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt1O/9YRK81g+mHGCfkQHkoecUWOl+l2vWHLLbuXaq1SIJTMQb5mUYIFar/jV7ccsjVAaJqjWHc9NjJ9RZTgTOCl0U40JZSM6wI6lkkao/Wx26IScWaVPwljZkobM1N8TGY20HkeB7YyoGeplbyr+53VSE175GZdJalCy+aIwFcTEZPo16XOFzIixJZQpbm8lbEgVZcZmU7AhrLy8SpqVsueWvfpFqXqziCMPJ3AK5+DBJVThHmrQAAYIz/AKb86j8+K8Ox/z1pyzmDmGP3A+fwC1Gozc</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="h54fE11dOI0reWNP9NuJ3oUhZUU=">AAAB6HicbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKewGQb0FPegxAfOAZAmzk95kzOzsMjMrhCVf4MWDIl79JG/+jZPHQRMLGoqqbrq7gkRwbVz328mtrW9sbuW3Czu7e/sHxcOjpo5TxbDBYhGrdkA1Ci6xYbgR2E4U0igQ2ApGt1O/9YRK81g+mHGCfkQHkoecUWOl+l2vWHLLbuXaq1SIJTMQb5mUYIFar/jV7ccsjVAaJqjWHc9NjJ9RZTgTOCl0U40JZSM6wI6lkkao/Wx26IScWaVPwljZkobM1N8TGY20HkeB7YyoGeplbyr+53VSE175GZdJalCy+aIwFcTEZPo16XOFzIixJZQpbm8lbEgVZcZmU7AhrLy8SpqVsueWvfpFqXqziCMPJ3AK5+DBJVThHmrQAAYIz/AKb86j8+K8Ox/z1pyzmDmGP3A+fwC1Gozc</latexit>

<latexit sha1_base64="iDLsTrJLEJJoGF2ewg+2nrH4V1k=">AAAB6HicbVDJSgNBEK2JW4xb1KOXxiB4CjOD6y2oB48JmAWSIfR0apI2PQvdPUIY8gVePCji1U/y5t/YWQ6a+KDg8V4VVfX8RHClbfvbyq2srq1v5DcLW9s7u3vF/YOGilPJsM5iEcuWTxUKHmFdcy2wlUikoS+w6Q9vJ37zCaXicfSgRwl6Ie1HPOCMaiPV7rrFkl223WvHdYkhUxBnkZRgjmq3+NXpxSwNMdJMUKXajp1oL6NScyZwXOikChPKhrSPbUMjGqLysumhY3JilB4JYmkq0mSq/p7IaKjUKPRNZ0j1QC16E/E/r53q4MrLeJSkGiM2WxSkguiYTL4mPS6RaTEyhDLJza2EDaikTJtsCiaEpZeXScMtOxfl89pZqXIzjyMPR3AMp+DAJVTgHqpQBwYIz/AKb9aj9WK9Wx+z1pw1nzmEP7A+fwCzzozj</latexit>

D
<latexit sha1_base64="GeLjeJ3GeCC47QfLzsS1vptzGkI=">AAAB6HicbVDLSgNBEOz1GeMr6tHLYBA8hV3xdQx68ZiAeUCyhNlJbzJmdnaZmRXCki/w4kERr36SN//GSbIHTSxoKKq66e4KEsG1cd1vZ2V1bX1js7BV3N7Z3dsvHRw2dZwqhg0Wi1i1A6pRcIkNw43AdqKQRoHAVjC6m/qtJ1Sax/LBjBP0IzqQPOSMGivVB71S2a24M5Bl4uWkDDlqvdJXtx+zNEJpmKBadzw3MX5GleFM4KTYTTUmlI3oADuWShqh9rPZoRNyapU+CWNlSxoyU39PZDTSehwFtjOiZqgXvan4n9dJTXjjZ1wmqUHJ5ovCVBATk+nXpM8VMiPGllCmuL2VsCFVlBmbTdGG4C2+vEya5xXvqnJZvyhXb/M4CnAMJ3AGHlxDFe6hBg1ggPAMr/DmPDovzrvzMW9dcfKZI/gD5/MHz7WM9Q==</latexit>g <latexit sha1_base64="GeLjeJ3GeCC47QfLzsS1vptzGkI=">AAAB6HicbVDLSgNBEOz1GeMr6tHLYBA8hV3xdQx68ZiAeUCyhNlJbzJmdnaZmRXCki/w4kERr36SN//GSbIHTSxoKKq66e4KEsG1cd1vZ2V1bX1js7BV3N7Z3dsvHRw2dZwqhg0Wi1i1A6pRcIkNw43AdqKQRoHAVjC6m/qtJ1Sax/LBjBP0IzqQPOSMGivVB71S2a24M5Bl4uWkDDlqvdJXtx+zNEJpmKBadzw3MX5GleFM4KTYTTUmlI3oADuWShqh9rPZoRNyapU+CWNlSxoyU39PZDTSehwFtjOiZqgXvan4n9dJTXjjZ1wmqUHJ5ovCVBATk+nXpM8VMiPGllCmuL2VsCFVlBmbTdGG4C2+vEya5xXvqnJZvyhXb/M4CnAMJ3AGHlxDFe6hBg1ggPAMr/DmPDovzrvzMW9dcfKZI/gD5/MHz7WM9Q==</latexit>g
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These results can also be obtained from the saddle-point of a G-⌃-D-⇧
action, obtained using replica methods as for the SYK model.
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T/ω0

∼ g2

Free fermions

1

1/10
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Quantum critical:
SYK-NFL

Impurity-like NFL
Quantum critical:

∼ g−2

g

FIG. 1. Schematic phase diagram of the SYK model for electron-
boson coupling as function of the dimensionless coupling constant
g = ḡ/ω3/2

0 , where ω0 is the bare phonon frequency. At lowest T the
normal state would be a non-Fermi-liquid state with anomalous ex-
ponents, similar to other SYK models. For g < 1 superconductivity
sets in at Tc/ω0 ∝ g2, comparable to the temperature where quantum-
critical SYK-NFL sets in. Thus, pairing occurs instead of the low-
T quantum critical state. At strong coupling a new intermediate-
temperature regime opens up that is characterized by fully incoherent
fermions. Coherent pairing of such incoherent fermions is still pos-
sible with finite transition temperature Tc → 0.112ω0.

or magnetic fluctuations; see also the summary section of this
paper. In this more general reasoning we see the justifica-
tion of our statements as they pertain to the aforementioned
materials.

II. MODEL

We start from the following Hamiltonian:

H = −
N∑

i=1

∑

σ=±
µc†

iσ ciσ + 1
2

M∑

k=1

(
π2

k + ω2
0φ

2
k

)

+
√

2
N

N∑

i j,σ

M∑

k

gi j,kc†
iσ c jσ φk, (5)

with fermionic operators ciσ and c†
iσ that obey [ciσ , c†

jσ ′ ]+ =
δi jδσσ ′ and [ciσ , c jσ ]+ = 0 with spin σ = ±1. In addition, we
have phonons, i.e., scalar bosonic degrees of freedom φk with
canonical momentum πk , such that [φk,πk′ ]− = iδkk′ . Here,
i, j = 1 . . . N refer to fermionic modes and k = 1 . . . M to the
phonon field. Below we consider the limit N = M → ∞. We
briefly comment on the behavior for arbitrary M/N in Ap-
pendix C. For simplicity, we assume particle-hole symmetry
which yields µ = 0 for the chemical potential. Notice, the
coupling to phonons usually shifts the particle-hole symmetric
point to a nonzero value of µ. This is a consequence of the
Hartree diagram. However, this contribution vanishes in the
N → ∞ limit.

The electron-phonon coupling constants gi j,k are real,
Gaussian-distributed random variables that obey

gi j,k = g ji,k . (6)

The distribution function has zero mean and a second moment
|gi j,k|2 = ḡ2. The unit of ḡ is energy3/2. Thus, even for µ = 0,
the model has two energy scales, the bare phonon frequency
ω0 and ḡ2/3. For convenience we measure all energies and
temperatures in units of ω0 and use the dimensionless cou-
pling constant g2 = ḡ2/ω3

0. Whenever it seems useful, we will
reintroduce ω0 in the final results.

We perform the disorder average using the replica trick
[73]. Since gi j,k only occurs in the random part of the inter-
action we are interested in the following average:

e−Srdm = e−
∑

i jk gi jkOi jk , (7)

where Oi jk =
√

2
N

∑
σa

∫ β

0 dτ c†
iσa(τ )c jσa(τ )φka(τ ). Here, a =

1, . . . , n stands for the replica index and the overbar denotes
disorder averages, while τ stands for the imaginary time in
the Matsubara formalism with β = (kBT )−1 the inverse tem-
perature. The gi j,k are for given k chosen from the Gaussian
orthogonal ensemble (GOE) of random matrices [74]. We
obtain for the disorder average

e−
∑

i jk gi jkOi jk |GOE = eḡ2 ∑
i jk (O†

i jk+Oi jk )2
. (8)

There is an important distinction between the models with
and without time-reversal symmetry for individual disorder
configurations. If we allow for complex coupling constants
with gi j,k = g∗

ji,k , then, for given k, gi j,k would be chosen
from the Gaussian unitary ensemble (GUE). Performing the
disorder average for the case of the unitary ensemble yields

e−
∑

i jk gi jkOi jk |GUE = e2ḡ2 ∑
i jk O†

i jkOi jk . (9)

As can be seen from the distinct behavior of the disorder
averages in Eqs. (9) and (8), the orthogonal ensemble with
time-reversal symmetry contains, in addition to terms like
O†

i jkOi jk , that also occur in the unitary ensemble, the anoma-

lous terms O†
i jkO†

i jk and Oi jkOi jk . The anomalous terms can
be analyzed at large N by introducing anomalous propagators
and self-energies. These terms give rise to superconductivity
(see Appendix A).

The subsequent derivation of the self-consistency equa-
tions of the model in the large-N limit proceeds along the lines
of other SYK models [36,39–43,55,56]. Assuming replica
diagonal solutions, we obtain a coupled set of equations for
the fermionic and bosonic self-energies and Green’s func-
tions. This derivation is summarized in Appendix A. The
most straightforward formulation can be performed using
the Nambu spinors ci = (ci↑, c†

i↓) in the singlet channel.
Then, we obtain the coupled set of equations for the self-
energies:

(̂(τ ) = ḡ2τ3Ĝ(τ )τ3D(τ ), (10)

)(τ ) = −ḡ2tr(τ3Ĝ(τ )τ3Ĝ(τ )), (11)

with D−1(νn) = ν2
n + ω2

0 − )(νn) and the fermionic Dyson
equation in Nambu space Ĝ(εn)−1 = iεnτ0 + µτ3 − (̂(εn),
where τα are the 2 × 2 Pauli matrices in Nambu space.
Here, εn = (2n + 1)πT and νn = 2nπT are fermionic and
bosonic Matsubara frequencies, respectively. These relations
correspond to the Eliashberg equations of electron-phonon
superconductivity, however, with the inclusion of the fully
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B Keimer et al. Nature 518, 179-186 (2015)tion (LDA), which are in good agreement with previous
calculations [11,12], and a tight-binding fit of the experi-
mentally determined FS. The spectra in Figs. 1(b) and 1(c)
were measured along momentum space directions near the
nodal and antinodal regions of the BZ, as indicated by the
arrows in Fig. 1(a). Dispersive features are clearly observ-
able, with a behavior which is ubiquitous among the cup-
rates [1]. Close to the nodal direction the QP peak exhibits
a pronounced dispersion that can be followed over
!250 meV below EF; near "!; 0#, on the other hand, the
band is much shallower with a van Hove singularity
!39 meV below EF. By integrating over a $5 meV win-
dow about EF the ARPES spectra normalized at high
binding energies, one obtains an estimate for the normal-
state FS [Fig. 1(d); the EF-intensity map across two BZs
was downfolded to the reduced zone scheme and symme-
trized with respect to the BZ diagonal, taking an average
for equivalent k points, and then fourfolded]. As discussed
later, at T % 10 K a d-wave SC gap is open along the FS;
thus this procedure returns the loci of minimum excitation
energy across the gap, which, however, still correspond to
the underlying normal-state FS crossings [1].

The FS of Tl2201-OD30 [Fig. 1(d)] consists of a large
hole-pocket centered at "!;!#, which, as suggested by the
low binding energy of the van Hove singularity [Fig. 1(c)],
appears to be approaching a topological transition from
hole to electronlike. The FS volume, counting holes, is
63$ 2% of the BZ corresponding to a carrier concentra-
tion of 1:26$ 0:04 hole=Cu atom, in very good agreement
with Hall-coefficient [13] and AMRO [6] experiments,
which found 1.30 and 1.24 itinerant holes, respectively,
in slightly more overdoped samples. These measurements
all indicate that the low-energy electronic structure of very

overdoped Tl2201 is dominated by a single CuO band. In
both ARPES and AMRO data there is no evidence for the
TlO band that in LDA calculations crosses EF and gives
rise to a small electron pocket centered at k % "0; 0# for
nonoxygenated (i.e., " % 0) Tl2201 [Fig. 1(a), dashed FS].
This, however, is no surprise even within the indepen-
dent particle picture. In fact, adjusting the chemical po-
tential in the calculations in a rigid-band-like fashion to
match the doping level of our Tl2201-OD30 sample (as
determined by the total FS volume), the TlO band is
emptied of its electrons and the LDA FS reduces to the
single CuO pocket [Fig. 1(a), solid FS]. Since full deple-
tion of the TlO band takes place for !EF ’ &0:159 eV,
corresponding to the removal of 0.024 electrons from
the TlO band (as well as 0.109 from the CuO band), already
the deviation of the Tl3' and Cu2' content of our samples
from the stoichiometric ratio 2:1, which contributes
!0:14 hole=formula unit, would be sufficient to empty
the TlO band even in the nonoxygenated " % 0 case. In
this sense, the Tl-Cu nonstoichiometry and the presence of
the TlO band cooperate in pushing the " % 0 system away
from half filling, which may help explain why nonoxygen-
ated Tl2201 is not a charge transfer insulator like undoped
(i.e., x % 0) LSCO [12]. As for the detailed shape of the
FS, which in LDA calculations is more square than in
ARPES and AMRO results, better agreement would re-
quire the inclusion in the calculations of correlation ef-
fects and/or O-doping beyond a rigid-band picture. Alter-
natively, the ARPES data can be modeled by the tight-
binding dispersion #k%$' t1

2 "coskx'cosky#' t2 coskx(
cosky ' t3

2 "cos2kx ' cos2ky# ' t4
2 "cos2kxcosky ' coskx(

cos2ky#' t5 cos2kxcos2ky, as in Ref. [14] (setting a % 1
for the lattice constant). With parameters $ % 0:2438,
t1 % &0:725, t2 % 0:302, t3 % 0:0159, t4 % &0:0805,
and t5 % 0:0034, all expressed in eV, this dispersion re-
produces both the FS shape [Fig. 1(d)] and the QP energy
at "0; 0# and especially near "!; 0# [Figs. 2(f) and 2(g)].

The analysis of the ARPES spectra in Fig. 2 indicates a
SC gap consistent with a dx2&y2 form. Because of the lack
of normal-state data, the opening of the gap for this
Tl2201-OD30 sample could not be followed via the shift
of the leading edge midpoint (LEM) across Tc, as is
commonly done (this was, however, possible in subsequent
temperature dependent experiments on a less overdoped
Tc % 74 K sample). In the present case, the existence of a
gap can be most easily visualized by the comparison of
nodal and antinodal symmetrized spectra [15], in particu-
lar, by the presence of a peak at EF along the nodal di-
rection [signature of a FS crossing; bold line in Fig. 2(a)]
and by the lack thereof along the antinodal [Fig. 2(b)]. For
a more quantitative analysis, we performed a fit of the
spectra along different k-space cuts intersecting the under-
lying normal-state FS [Fig. 2(d); as line shape we used a
Lorentzian QP peak plus a steplike background identified
by the ARPES intensity at k ) kF, all multiplied by a
Fermi function and convoluted with the instrumental en-
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FIG. 1 (color online). (a) LDA FS for two different doping
levels corresponding to a volume, counting holes, of 50% (cyan,
dashed line) and 63% (blue, solid line) of the BZ. (b),(c) ARPES
spectra taken at T % 10 K on Tl2201-OD30 along the directions
marked by arrows in (a). (d) ARPES FS of Tl2201-OD30 along
with a tight-binding fit of the data (black lines).
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(a) (b)

FIG. 2 Measurement of the di↵usion constant (a) and compressibility ((a)-inset) for a gas of ultra-cold 6Li atoms in an optical
lattice, realizing a two-dimensional Fermi-Hubbard model with U/t ' 7.5 at a density n ' 0.825. (b) Reconstructed ‘resistivity’
using Einstein-Sutherland relation. Grey horizontal dashed line represents the estimated MIR value. Theoretical calculations
using DMFT (in green) and the finite-T Lanczos method (in blue) are shown; the band representation indicates estimated error
bars. Adapted from (Brown et al., 2019).
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FIG. 3 Examples of T�linear resistivity extending over a wide range of temperature scales in (a) hole-doped La2�xSrxCuO4

(LSCO) near optimal doping (adapted from (Giraldo-Gallo et al., 2018)), and (b) magic-angle twisted bilayer graphene
(MATBG) near ⌫ ⇡ �2, relative to charge neutrality, ⌫ = 0 (adapted from (Jaoui et al., 2021)). In LSCO, Tcoh can be
inferred to be much lower than any characteristic energy scales by turning on a magnetic field and accounting for the finite
magnetoresistance ((a)-top inset); the variation of the slope (A) on hole-doping is shown in (a)-bottom inset. In MATBG, the
linearity for a range of dopings near ⌫ ⇡ �2 ((b)-inset) persists down to ⇠ 40 mK. Both family of materials also display a
Planckian form of �dc (Eq. 3.5).

associated with intermediate energy scales (and consis- tent with ARPES and ADMR) is used, rather than the

LSCO: Giraldo-Gallo et al. 2018 MATBG: Jaoui et al. 2021
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(Tc ¼ 96K; H.E. et al., manuscript in preparation). In order to
facilitate comparison with earlier publications8–10 we also present 1/
t(q) for a number of temperatures, adopting qp=2pc¼
19;364cm21 for the plasma frequency (where c is the velocity of
light). The scattering rate 1/t(q) increases approximately linearly as
a function of frequency, and when the temperature T is increased,
the 1/t(q) curves are shifted vertically proportional toT. The notion
that 1=tðq;TÞ, qþT in the copper oxides forms one of the centre
pieces of the marginal Fermi liquid model1,11, and it has been shown
to be approximately correct in a large number of experimental
papers8–10. This phenomenology stresses the importance of tem-
perature as the (only) relevant energy scale near optimal doping,
which has motivated the idea that optimally doped copper oxides
are close to a quantum critical point1. As can be seen in Fig. 1, 1/t(q)
has a negative curvature in the entire infrared region for all
temperatures, and it saturates at around 5,000 cm21. Although
this departure from linearity may seem to be a minor detail, we
will see that it is a direct consequence of the quantum critical scaling
of the optical conductivity.
If a quantum phase transition indeed occurs at optimal doping

x ¼ xc , then threemajor frequency regimes of qualitatively different
behaviour are expected2: (1) q , T; (2) T , q , Q; (3) Q , q. As
we now report, we find direct indications of these regimes in our
optical conductivity data.
Region 1 (q , T) corresponds to measurement times long

compared to the compactification radius of the imaginary time,
LT ¼ !h=kBT (see Methods). Some ramifications have already been
discussed above. In addition, Sachdev2 showed that in this regime
the system exhibits a classical relaxational dynamics characterized
by a relaxation time tr ¼ ALT (A is a numerical prefactor of order 1),
reflecting that temperature is the only scale in the system. For
the low frequency regime we expect a Drude form j1ðqÞ ¼
ð4pÞ21q2

prtr=ð1þq2t2r Þ; where qpr is the plasma frequency. Then
Tj1(q,T) becomes a universal function of q/T, at least up to a
number of order one:

!h

kBTj1ðq;TÞ
¼ 4p

Aq2
pr

1þA2 !hq

kBT

! "2
 !

ð1Þ

In the inset of Fig. 2 we display !h=ðkBTj1Þ as a function of u¼

!hq=kBT: Clearly the data follow the expected universal behaviour
for u , 1.5, with A ¼ 0.77. The experimental data are in this regard
astonishingly consistent with Sachdev’s predictions, including
A < 1. From the fitted prefactor we obtain q pr /
2pc ¼ 9,597 cm21. Above we have already determined the total
spectral weight of the free carrier response, (q p/
2pc)2 ¼ 19,3642 cm22. Hence the classical relaxational response
contributes 25% of the free carrier spectral weight. These numbers
agree with the results and analysis of Quijada et al.8. This spectral
weight collapses into the condensate peak at q ¼ 0 when the
material becomes superconducting8. In Fig. 2 we also display the
scaling function proposed by Prelovsek12, j1ðqÞ ¼ Cð12
expð2!hq=kBTÞÞ=q: The linear frequency dependence of this for-
mula for !hq=kBT ,, 1 is clearly absent from the experimental data.
The universal dependence of Tj1(q,T) on q/T also contradicts the
“cold spot model”13, where Tj1(q,T) has a universal dependence on
q/T2.

In region 2 (T , q , Q) we can probe directly the scale invar-
iance of the quantum critical state. Let us now introduce the scaling
relation along the time axis, as follows from elementary considera-
tion. The euclidean (that is, imaginary time) correlator has to be
known in minute detail in order to enable the analytical continu-
ation to real (experimental) time. However, in the critical state
invariance under scale transformations fixes the functional form of
the correlation function completely: It has to be an algebraic
function of imaginary time. Hence, it is also an algebraic function
of Matsubara frequency qn ¼ 2pn/LT, and the analytical continu-
ation is unproblematic: (1) Scale invariance implies that j1(q) and
j2(q) have to be algebraic functions of q, (2) causality forces the
exponent to be the same for j1(q) and j2(q), and (3) time reversal

 

           

Figure 2 Temperature/frequency scaling behaviour of the real part of the optical
conductivity of Bi2Sr2Ca0.92Y0.08Cu2O8þd. The sample is the same as in Fig. 1. In a, the
data are plotted as ðq=q0Þ0:5j1ðq;T ÞÞ: The collapse of all curves on a single curve for
!hq/k BT . 3 demonstrates that in this q/T-region the conductivity obeys j1ðq;T Þ ¼
q20:5 gðq=T Þ ¼ T20:5hðq=T Þ: Note that g(u) ¼ u 0.5h(u). In b, the data are presented
as !h/(k BTj 1(q,T )), demonstrating that for !hq/k BT , 1.5 the conductivity obeys

j 1(q,T ) ¼ T 21f (q/T ).

 

Figure 3 Universal power law of the optical conductivity and the phase angle spectra of

optimally doped Bi2Sr2Ca0.92Y0.08Cu2O8þd. The sample is the same as in Fig. 1. In a, the
phase function of the optical conductivity, Arg(j(q)) is presented. In b, the absolute value
of the optical conductivity is plotted on a double logarithmic scale. The open symbols

correspond to the power law jj(q)j ¼ Cq 20.65.
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Properties of a strange metal:

• Resitivity ⇢(T ) = ⇢0 +AT + . . . as T ! 0

and ⇢(T ) < h/e2 (in d = 2).

Metals with ⇢(T ) > h/e2 are bad metals.

• Specific heat ⇠ T ln(1/T ) as T ! 0.

• Optical conductivity
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Quantum criticality is associated with a system composed of
a nearly infinite number of interacting quantum degrees of
freedom at zero temperature, and it implies that the system
looks on average the same regardless of the time- and length scale
on which it is observed. Electrons on the atomic scale do not
exhibit such symmetry, which can only be generated as a
collective phenomenon through the interactions between a

large number of electrons. In materials with strong electron
correlations a quantum phase transition at zero temperature can
occur, and a quantum critical state has been predicted1,2, which
manifests itself through universal power-law behaviours of
the response functions. Candidates have been found both in
heavy-fermion systems3 and in the high-transition temperature
(high-Tc) copper oxide superconductors

4, but the reality and the
physical nature of such a phase transition are still debated5–7.
Here we report a universal behaviour that is characteristic of the
quantum critical region.We demonstrate that the experimentally
measured phase angle agrees precisely with the exponent of the
optical conductivity. This points towards a quantum phase
transition of an unconventional kind in the high-Tc

superconductors.
In the quantum theory of collective fields one anticipates order at

small coupling constant, and for increasing coupling one expects at
some point a phase transition to a quantum-disordered state.
Quantum criticality in the copper oxides, if it exists, occurs as a
function of charge carrier doping x, at a particular doping level xc
close to where the superconducting phase transition temperature
reaches its maximum value. When this phase transition is continu-
ous, a critical state is realized right at the transition, which is
characterized by scale invariance resulting in the above-mentioned
power-law response up to some (non-universal) high-energy cut-
off Q.
The optical conductivity, jðqÞ ¼ j1ðqÞ þ ij2ðqÞ; is the absorptive

(j1) and reactive (j2) current response to a time-varying external
electrical field of frequency q, and is usually expressed as the
correlation function of the currents j(t1) and j(t2) at times t1
and t2, which is xjjðt1;t2Þ ¼ kjðt1Þ; jðt2Þl; by the Kubo formula. In
Fig. 1 we present the experimental optical conductivity function
j1(q) of an optimally doped Bi2Sr2Ca0.92Y0.08Cu2O8þd single crystal

 

 

 

Figure 1 Optical properties along the copper-oxygen planes of Bi2Sr2Ca0.92Y0.08Cu2O8þd

for a selected number of temperatures. a, Optical conductivity and b, the frequency
dependent scattering rate defined as 1=tðqÞ ¼ Re{q2

p=4pjðqÞ} (see Methods). The
relatively high transition temperature (T c ¼ 96 K) of this crystal compared to previous

reports on Bi-2212 is caused by the partial substitution of yttrium on the calcium sites.
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Materials tuned to a quantum critical point display universal scaling properties as a function of temperature )
and frequency l. A long-standing puzzle in the quantum critical behavior of cuprate superconductors has been
the observed power-law dependence of optical conductivity with an exponent smaller than one, to be contrasted
with the )-linear dependence of the resistivity and the l-linear dependence of the optical scattering rate. Here,
we address this question by presenting and analyzing resistivity and optical spectroscopy measurements on
La2�GSrGCuO4 with G = 0.24. We show that the data display \l/:B) scaling over a wide range of frequency
and temperature, as well as )-linear resistivity and a ⇠ ln) enhancement of the optical e�ective mass. The latter
corroborates the logarithmic enhancement of the specific heat coe�cient previously reported for this compound.
We show that a simple ) ,l-linear scaling Ansatz for the inelastic scattering rate leads to an excellent theoretical
description of the experimental data. We provide a solution to the aforementioned puzzle by showing that the
optical spectra obey an apparent power-law behavior over an intermediate range of frequencies, with an e�ective
exponent depending continuously on the inelastic scattering rate. This theoretical framework yields a unified
description of the optical spectra, resistivity and specific heat, which provides new opportunities for understanding
the unique properties of quantum critical matter.

I. INTRODUCTION

The linear-in-temperature electrical resistivity is one of
the remarkable properties of the cuprate high temperature
superconductors [1–4]. By means of chemical doping it is
possible to tune these materials to a carrier concentration
where d()) = d0 + �) in a broad temperature range. For
Bi2+GSr2�HCuO6±X , it has been possible to demonstrate this
from 7 to 700 K [5] by virtue of the low )2 of this material. For
the underdoped cuprates the linear-in-) resistivity is ubiquitous
for temperatures ) > )

⇤, where )
⇤ is a doping-dependent

cross-over temperature that decreases as a function of doping
and vanishes at a critical doping ?

⇤. From one cuprate family
to another the exact value of ?⇤ varies widely within the range
0.19 < ?

⇤
< 0.40 [6–10]. For doping levels ? < ?

⇤, many of
the physical properties indicate the presence of a pseudogap that
vanishes at ?⇤ [11, 12]. When ? is tuned exactly to ?

⇤, the )-
linear resistivity persists down to ) = 0 K if superconductivity
is suppressed e.g. by applying a magnetic field [13–15]. The
conundrum of the )-linear resistivity has been associated to
the idea that dissipation can not exceed the “Planckian” limit
:B)/\ [16–19], for which there is now strong experimental
support [20, 21].

As expected for a system tuned to a quantum critical point
[22], \l/:B) scaling has been observed in the optical proper-
ties of high-)2 cuprates [23, 24] over some range of doping. The

optical scattering rate obtained from an extended Drude fit to
the data was found to obey a )-linear dependence 1/g ⇠ :B)/\
in the low-frequency regime (\l . 1.5:B)) as well as a lin-
ear dependence on energy over an extended frequency range
[24–29]. This observation is qualitatively consistent with the
)-linear dependence of the resistivity and ‘Planckian’ behavior.
In contrast, by analyzing the modulus and phase of the optical
conductivity itself, a power-law behavior f(l) = ⇠/(�8l)a⇤
with an exponent a⇤ < 1 was reported at higher frequencies
\l & 1.5:B) [23, 24, 28–31]. The exponent was found to
be in the range a

⇤ ⇡ 0.65 with some dependence on sample
and doping level [23, 26, 28, 29]. Hence, from these previous
analyses, it would appear that di�erent power laws are needed
to describe optical spectroscopy data: one at low frequency
consistent with \l/:B) scaling and Planckian behavior (a = 1)
and another one with a

⇤
< 1 at higher frequency, most apparent

on the optical conductivity itself in contrast to 1/g. Despite
a number of theoretical attempts to account for a power-law
dependence of the conductivity [32–41], this puzzle has not
been resolved to this day, to the best of our knowledge.

Here we present systematic measurements of the optical
spectra, as well as dc resistivity, of a La2�GSrGCuO4 (LSCO)
sample with G = ? = 0.24 close to the pseudogap critical point,
over a broad range of temperature and frequency. We demon-
strate that the data display Planckian quantum critical scaling
over an unprecedented range of \l/:B) . Furthermore, a direct
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over an unprecedented range of \l/:B) . Furthermore, a direct
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Fermi surface + critical boson



Fermi surface coupled to a critical boson

<latexit sha1_base64="4TiAG5piT9I/CqaZBYPqoUO6TB4="></latexit>

Yields a state without quasiparticle excitations, but the theory is not systematic at large N

Sung-Sik Lee (2009)

<latexit sha1_base64="5+i0+hqOZQtxpQjq+uQWfqzjcac="></latexit>

“Yukawa” coupling: g

Z
d2rd⌧  †(r, ⌧) (r, ⌧)�(r, ⌧)

P.A. Lee (1989)

(a)

(b)

(a)

(b)

<latexit sha1_base64="KdGthdCso/xZuBQrXSdUPiPG0Cs="></latexit>

Boson self energy ⇧(q, i⌦) ⇠ �g2
|⌦|
q

(Landau damping)

Boson Green’s function D(q, i⌦) =
1

q2 + �|⌦|/q

Fermion self energy ⌃(k̂, i!) ⇠ �isgn(!)|!|2/3

Fermion Green’s function G(k, i!) =
1

i! � "(k)� ⌃(k̂, i!)

Hertz (1976)
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These results can also be obtained from the saddle-point and response functions
of a G-⌃-D-⇧ action. Such an action can formally be obtained in a Yukawa-SYK-
like large-N limit of a theory with couplings which are random in an additional
(fictitious) flavor space.
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Z
DGD⌃DDD⇧ exp(�NSall)
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1

2
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b �⇧)

+

Z
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Z
d⌧ 0d2r0


�⌃(⌧ 0, r0; ⌧, r)G(⌧, r; ⌧ 0, r0) +

1

2
⇧(⌧ 0, r0; ⌧, r)D(⌧, r; ⌧ 0, r0)

+
g2

2
G(⌧, r; ⌧ 0, r0)G(⌧ 0, r0; ⌧, r)D(⌧, r; ⌧ 0, r0)

�
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Fermi surface + critical boson



Fermi surface + critical boson

<latexit sha1_base64="ipF1J3k27iwotffKapSdDAaiSFg="></latexit>

Saddle-point equations: ⌃(⌧, r) = g2D(⌧, r)G(⌧, r),

Migdal-Eliashberg ⇧(⌧, r) = �g2G(�⌧,�r)G(⌧, r),

G(i!,k) =
1

i! � "(k) + µ� ⌃(i!,k)
,

D(i⌦,q) =
1

⌦2 + q2 +m2
b �⇧(i⌦,q)

.
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These results can also be obtained from the saddle-point and response functions
of a G-⌃-D-⇧ action. Such an action can formally be obtained in a Yukawa-SYK-
like large-N limit of a theory with couplings which are random in an additional
(fictitious) flavor space.

Z =

Z
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2
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a critical boson �
e.g. Ising-nematic order

kx

ky
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P.A. Lee (1989)

<latexit sha1_base64="ILlHjWHB7/y5eywFYX+tu59jZxo="></latexit>

[�(r)]2

J
+  †(r) (r)�(r)

<latexit sha1_base64="KNlk8azMReGRLYYdWrAqaCec3Mo="></latexit>

L =  †
k

✓
@

@⌧
+ "(k)

◆
 k

<latexit sha1_base64="2yhECnhIHhhvl5IPc7e+J3o1DM4="></latexit>

Solution of Migdal-Eliashberg equations for electron (G)
and boson (D) Green’s functions at small !:

⌃(k̂, i!) ⇠ �isgn(!)|!|2/3 , G(k, i!) =
1

i! � "(k)� ⌃(k̂, i!)
, D(q, i⌦) =

1

⌦2 + q2 + �|⌦|/q

⌃ =
<latexit sha1_base64="pk3ZmbMDJBp861UaFugr9daoJp8=">AAAB7nicbVDLSgMxFL3xWeur6tJNsAiuyswgqAuh6MZlRfuAdiiZNNOGJpkhyQhl6Ee4caGIW7/HnX9j+lho64ELh3Pu5d57olRwYz3vG62srq1vbBa2its7u3v7pYPDhkkyTVmdJiLRrYgYJrhidcutYK1UMyIjwZrR8HbiN5+YNjxRj3aUslCSvuIxp8Q6qdl54H1Jrrulslfxgis/CLAjU2B/kZRhjlq39NXpJTSTTFkqiDFt30ttmBNtORVsXOxkhqWEDkmftR1VRDIT5tNzx/jUKT0cJ9qVsniq/p7IiTRmJCPXKYkdmEVvIv7ntTMbX4Y5V2lmmaKzRXEmsE3w5Hfc45pRK0aOEKq5uxXTAdGEWpdQ0YWw9PIyaQQV36v49+fl6s08jgIcwwmcgQ8XUIU7qEEdKAzhGV7hDaXoBb2jj1nrCprPHMEfoM8fCEKPWw==</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="pk3ZmbMDJBp861UaFugr9daoJp8=">AAAB7nicbVDLSgMxFL3xWeur6tJNsAiuyswgqAuh6MZlRfuAdiiZNNOGJpkhyQhl6Ee4caGIW7/HnX9j+lho64ELh3Pu5d57olRwYz3vG62srq1vbBa2its7u3v7pYPDhkkyTVmdJiLRrYgYJrhidcutYK1UMyIjwZrR8HbiN5+YNjxRj3aUslCSvuIxp8Q6qdl54H1Jrrulslfxgis/CLAjU2B/kZRhjlq39NXpJTSTTFkqiDFt30ttmBNtORVsXOxkhqWEDkmftR1VRDIT5tNzx/jUKT0cJ9qVsniq/p7IiTRmJCPXKYkdmEVvIv7ntTMbX4Y5V2lmmaKzRXEmsE3w5Hfc45pRK0aOEKq5uxXTAdGEWpdQ0YWw9PIyaQQV36v49+fl6s08jgIcwwmcgQ8XUIU7qEEdKAzhGV7hDaXoBb2jj1nrCprPHMEfoM8fCEKPWw==</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="pk3ZmbMDJBp861UaFugr9daoJp8=">AAAB7nicbVDLSgMxFL3xWeur6tJNsAiuyswgqAuh6MZlRfuAdiiZNNOGJpkhyQhl6Ee4caGIW7/HnX9j+lho64ELh3Pu5d57olRwYz3vG62srq1vbBa2its7u3v7pYPDhkkyTVmdJiLRrYgYJrhidcutYK1UMyIjwZrR8HbiN5+YNjxRj3aUslCSvuIxp8Q6qdl54H1Jrrulslfxgis/CLAjU2B/kZRhjlq39NXpJTSTTFkqiDFt30ttmBNtORVsXOxkhqWEDkmftR1VRDIT5tNzx/jUKT0cJ9qVsniq/p7IiTRmJCPXKYkdmEVvIv7ntTMbX4Y5V2lmmaKzRXEmsE3w5Hfc45pRK0aOEKq5uxXTAdGEWpdQ0YWw9PIyaQQV36v49+fl6s08jgIcwwmcgQ8XUIU7qEEdKAzhGV7hDaXoBb2jj1nrCprPHMEfoM8fCEKPWw==</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="pk3ZmbMDJBp861UaFugr9daoJp8=">AAAB7nicbVDLSgMxFL3xWeur6tJNsAiuyswgqAuh6MZlRfuAdiiZNNOGJpkhyQhl6Ee4caGIW7/HnX9j+lho64ELh3Pu5d57olRwYz3vG62srq1vbBa2its7u3v7pYPDhkkyTVmdJiLRrYgYJrhidcutYK1UMyIjwZrR8HbiN5+YNjxRj3aUslCSvuIxp8Q6qdl54H1Jrrulslfxgis/CLAjU2B/kZRhjlq39NXpJTSTTFkqiDFt30ttmBNtORVsXOxkhqWEDkmftR1VRDIT5tNzx/jUKT0cJ9qVsniq/p7IiTRmJCPXKYkdmEVvIv7ntTMbX4Y5V2lmmaKzRXEmsE3w5Hfc45pRK0aOEKq5uxXTAdGEWpdQ0YWw9PIyaQQV36v49+fl6s08jgIcwwmcgQ8XUIU7qEEdKAzhGV7hDaXoBb2jj1nrCprPHMEfoM8fCEKPWw==</latexit> G
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<latexit sha1_base64="iDLsTrJLEJJoGF2ewg+2nrH4V1k=">AAAB6HicbVDJSgNBEK2JW4xb1KOXxiB4CjOD6y2oB48JmAWSIfR0apI2PQvdPUIY8gVePCji1U/y5t/YWQ6a+KDg8V4VVfX8RHClbfvbyq2srq1v5DcLW9s7u3vF/YOGilPJsM5iEcuWTxUKHmFdcy2wlUikoS+w6Q9vJ37zCaXicfSgRwl6Ie1HPOCMaiPV7rrFkl223WvHdYkhUxBnkZRgjmq3+NXpxSwNMdJMUKXajp1oL6NScyZwXOikChPKhrSPbUMjGqLysumhY3JilB4JYmkq0mSq/p7IaKjUKPRNZ0j1QC16E/E/r53q4MrLeJSkGiM2WxSkguiYTL4mPS6RaTEyhDLJza2EDaikTJtsCiaEpZeXScMtOxfl89pZqXIzjyMPR3AMp+DAJVTgHqpQBwYIz/AKb9aj9WK9Wx+z1pw1nzmEP7A+fwCzzozj</latexit>
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<latexit sha1_base64="GeLjeJ3GeCC47QfLzsS1vptzGkI=">AAAB6HicbVDLSgNBEOz1GeMr6tHLYBA8hV3xdQx68ZiAeUCyhNlJbzJmdnaZmRXCki/w4kERr36SN//GSbIHTSxoKKq66e4KEsG1cd1vZ2V1bX1js7BV3N7Z3dsvHRw2dZwqhg0Wi1i1A6pRcIkNw43AdqKQRoHAVjC6m/qtJ1Sax/LBjBP0IzqQPOSMGivVB71S2a24M5Bl4uWkDDlqvdJXtx+zNEJpmKBadzw3MX5GleFM4KTYTTUmlI3oADuWShqh9rPZoRNyapU+CWNlSxoyU39PZDTSehwFtjOiZqgXvan4n9dJTXjjZ1wmqUHJ5ovCVBATk+nXpM8VMiPGllCmuL2VsCFVlBmbTdGG4C2+vEya5xXvqnJZvyhXb/M4CnAMJ3AGHlxDFe6hBg1ggPAMr/DmPDovzrvzMW9dcfKZI/gD5/MHz7WM9Q==</latexit>g <latexit sha1_base64="GeLjeJ3GeCC47QfLzsS1vptzGkI=">AAAB6HicbVDLSgNBEOz1GeMr6tHLYBA8hV3xdQx68ZiAeUCyhNlJbzJmdnaZmRXCki/w4kERr36SN//GSbIHTSxoKKq66e4KEsG1cd1vZ2V1bX1js7BV3N7Z3dsvHRw2dZwqhg0Wi1i1A6pRcIkNw43AdqKQRoHAVjC6m/qtJ1Sax/LBjBP0IzqQPOSMGivVB71S2a24M5Bl4uWkDDlqvdJXtx+zNEJpmKBadzw3MX5GleFM4KTYTTUmlI3oADuWShqh9rPZoRNyapU+CWNlSxoyU39PZDTSehwFtjOiZqgXvan4n9dJTXjjZ1wmqUHJ5ovCVBATk+nXpM8VMiPGllCmuL2VsCFVlBmbTdGG4C2+vEya5xXvqnJZvyhXb/M4CnAMJ3AGHlxDFe6hBg1ggPAMr/DmPDovzrvzMW9dcfKZI/gD5/MHz7WM9Q==</latexit>g

<latexit sha1_base64="O76XellgtLk8CAD0tEs2v6wnduc=">AAAB63icbVDLSgNBEOyNrxhfUY9eBoPgKewuPg9C0IvHCOYByRJmJ7PJkJnZZWZWCEt+wYsHRbz6Q978G2eTHDSxoKGo6qa7K0w408Z1v53Cyura+kZxs7S1vbO7V94/aOo4VYQ2SMxj1Q6xppxJ2jDMcNpOFMUi5LQVju5yv/VElWaxfDTjhAYCDySLGMEml7p1dtMrV9yq6197vo8smQJ5i6QCc9R75a9uPyapoNIQjrXueG5iggwrwwink1I31TTBZIQHtGOpxILqIJveOkEnVumjKFa2pEFT9fdEhoXWYxHaToHNUC96ufif10lNdBVkTCapoZLMFkUpRyZG+eOozxQlho8twUQxeysiQ6wwMTaekg1h6eVl0vSr3kX1/OGsUrudx1GEIziGU/DgEmpwD3VoAIEhPMMrvDnCeXHenY9Za8GZzxzCHzifP73zjg8=</latexit>
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Fermi surface + critical boson
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S. A. Hartnoll, P. K. Kovtun, M. Muller, and S.S. PRB 76, 144502 (2007) 
D. L. Maslov, V. I. Yudson, and A. V. Chubukov PRL 106, 106403 (2011)

S. A. Hartnoll, R. Mahajan, M. Punk, and S.S. PRB 89, 155130 (2014) 
A. Eberlein, I. Mandal, and S.S. PRB 94, 045133 (2016)
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Transport—a perfect metal!
Conservation of momentum and
fermion-boson drag imply:

Re [�(!)] = D�(!) + . . .

Fermi surface + critical boson
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Optical conductivity—Diagrams

Yong Baek Kim, A. Furusaki, Xiao-Gang Wen,  
and P. A. Lee, PRB 50, 17917 (1994).

Fermi surface + critical boson
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Haoyu Guo, Aavishkar Patel, Ilya Esterlis, S.S., PRB 106, 115151 (2022) 
Haoyu Guo, Aavishkar Patel, S.S., to appear
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Optical conductivity—Diagrams

Yong Baek Kim, A. Furusaki, Xiao-Gang Wen,  
and P. A. Lee, PRB 50, 17917 (1994).

Fermi surface + critical boson
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C = 0 ; �(!) = iD/(! � !c) + !0 + . . .



Fermi surface coupled to a critical boson:  
No spatial disorder 

A non-Fermi liquid but perfect metal transport
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Fermi surface + critical boson with potential disorder
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Fermi surface + critical boson with potential disorder
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Saddle-point equations
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Fermi surface + critical boson with potential disorder
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Halperin Lee Read (1993) 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Figure 3: Doping dependence of the spatially resolved gap filling and gap magnitude. a Gap 
magnitude histogram for each doping concentration. b-d The spatial distributions of the gap 
magnitude for the OD23K, OD12K, and OD3K samples. The spectra that are omitted from the 
histograms (see main text and supplementary SII) are indicated by the white areas in figure 
b-d. e Gap filling histogram for each doping level. f-h Spatial distribution of the gap filling for 
the OD23K, OD12K, and OD3K samples respectively. 
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