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Fate of  
SYK-type strange metals  

at low temperatures



What is a SYK-type strange metal? 

 

A metal with spatially random interactions 

and no quasiparticle excitations, 

in which the disorder self-averages
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Spin glass
order

qEA 6= 0
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Tsg ⇠ J exp(�
p
M⇡)
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Good numerical evidence
for SYK spin liquid
even for M = 2.
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Quantum Heisenberg model

H =
1

2
p
N

NX

i,j=1

Jij (XiXj + YiYj + ZiZj)

Jij = 0, J
2
ij = J

2
, Di↵erent Jij uncorrelated.

• No trivial ground state—2-fold degenerate

state on each site (LSM theorem, anomalies...)

• Can be generalized to SU(M) symmetry, with

M
2 � 1 ‘Pauli’ operators.
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SYK spin liquid
Xi = c†i"ci# + c†i#ci"

qEA = 0
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Adding spin glass order to the SU(M ! 1) equations:

⌃(⌧) = J2Qaa(⌧)G(⌧)

G(i!) = [i! � ⌃(i!)]�1

Qab(⌧) = �G(⌧)G(�⌧)�ab +qab

Need only add the static spin glass order parameter qab,
which is determined by the 1/M corrections.
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Dope the quantum Sherrington-Kirkpatrick model

with mobile electrons

H =

X
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• J = 0.5t, U = 4t

 18Phase diagram (doping driven QCP)
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Extrapolated to ω=0

 p>>pc  
Fermi Liquid

 p = pc 
Planckian
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Fig. 1. (A) Phase diagram as a function of doping p and temperture T obtained
from numerically solving the fermionic spinon large M saddle-point equations of the
random t-J model in Eq. 1 for t = J = 1. The red circles are critical doping value
(pc(T )) at a given temperature, obtained by looking at the spin-glass instability in the
non-Fermi-liquid solution. The uncertainty for each pc is within 0.003. The critical
doping at T = 0 is obtained by directly solving the saddle-point equations on the
real-frequency axis. (B) Properties of the T = 0 states. The low-doping spin-glass
phase and large-doping critical-metal phase are separated by a quantum critical point
at pc. The critical metal has doping-dependent exponents �f,b, and a linear-T
resistivity.

(iii) the mechanism of Ref. (16) applies across the entire
overdoped critical phase, and the resistivity has a linear-T
contribution as T æ 0 at all dopings in this phase (unlike the
T

2 resistivity in a Fermi liquid).

We also note here that there is a distinct large M limit of
the random t-J model (17) which yields a Fermi liquid ground
state at all non-zero doping. We will discuss the relation to
this limit in Section 4.

The plan of the paper is as follows. In Section 1 we introduce
the model and discuss its general properties. In Section 2
we consider the critical solutions of the model introduced
in Eq. 1, and show that there is a critical solution with
doping-dependent exponents in the overdoped region. We
then solve this model at zero temperature (Section 2.A), as
well as finite temperature (Section 2.B), and show that it has
an instability to a spin-glass phase. The results for spectral
functions in the spin-glass phase are presented in Section 3
using an alternative bosonic spinon large M limit. In both
phases we report physical observables such as electron and
spin spectral densities at both zero and finite temperatures.
We conclude with a discussion and implication of our results
in Section 4. Technical details and additional results are
presented in the appendices.

1. Model

We consider a model of electrons with random and all-to-all
hopping and exchange interaction with double occupancy be-
ing prohibited. This is the random t-J model which considers
doping a random Heisenberg magnet (10). It is in the class
of SYK models (10, 11) and is suitable for studying metallic
phases obtained upon doping a Mott insulator. The Hamilto-
nian is

H = 1Ô
N

Nÿ

i”=j=1

tijc
†
i–cj– + 1Ô

N

Nÿ

i<j=1

JijS̨i · S̨j ≠µ

ÿ

i

c
†
i–ci– ,

[1]
with the constraint,

q
–

c
†
i–ci– Æ 1, since double occupancy

is not allowed. In the above Hamiltonian, c– is the electron
annihilation operator with – =ø , ¿, the spin operator is S

a
i =

c
†
i–‡

a
–—ci—/2, and µ is the chemical potential. The complex

hoppings tij and real exchange interactions Jij are independent
random numbers with zero mean and mean-square values t

2

and J
2 respectively.

Note that one could also consider a t-J model with non-
random nearest-neighbor hopping and nearest-neighbor ran-
dom exchange interactions on a large dimensional lattice. The
on-site dynamical mean-field equations for such a model are
the same as those obtained for the model in Eq. 1. It also
allows for a definition of transport quantities such as resistivity.

We will consider the problem at finite hole doping (p). This
was recently studied both analytically (15, 18) and numerically
(19, 20). In particular, a deconfined critical point scenario was
proposed in Ref. (15) to describe a quantum phase transition
between a spin-glass phase at low doping with carrier density
p and a Fermi-liquid phase at large doping with carrier density
1 + p. The deconfined critical point proposed therein had the
property that the local spin susceptibility was marginal as in
the SYK models (10, 11). This was based on renormalization
group arguments. However, a large-M analysis (15) led to two
types of critical metallic solutions. One of the critical solutions
corresponds to the deconfined critical point (although it is a
phase in large-M limit), while the other was believed to be
suppressed in favor of a Fermi-liquid phase.

In this work we find that, in fact, the second critical solution
is stable, and a Fermi-liquid phase is never achieved within a
large-M approach at the saddle-point level. This critical phase
has the property that while the exponent of the spin correlation
continuously varies with doping, the linear-T resistivity is
present over the entire overdoped phase. This makes it an
attractive candidate for the overdoped phase of cuprate in the
light of recent experiments (5, 7). In the underdoped region,
below a critical doping pc, we find a spin-glass phase. Thus,
the critical metal at large doping and spin-glass phase at small
doping are separated by a quantum critical point at a finite
doping pc, as shown in Fig. 1.

As a result of the double-occupancy constraint each site
has three states, namely empty (|0Í) and singly-occupied (|øÍ
and |¿Í) states. These can be conveniently described using
holon and spinon operators. The electron is thus fractionalized
into holon and spinons. The critical metallic solutions in the
overdoped region has gapless and critical fermionic spinons
and bosonic holons (Section 2), while the underdoped spin-
glass phase will be described by a fermionic holon and bosonic
spinons (Section 3).

2 | www.pnas.org/cgi/doi/10.1073/pnas.XXXXXXXXXX Christos et al.

M. Christos, D. G. Joshi, S. Sachdev, and M. Tikhanovskaya, PNAS 119, e2206921119 (2022) 
Linear-T resistivity from Schwarzian mode at all p in overdoped metal 
Haoyu Guo, Yingfei Gu, and S. Sachdev, Annals of Physics 418, 168202 (2020)
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5. Cyclotron resonance (Haoyu Guo, D. Valentinis, J. Schmalian, S.S., A.A. Patel, arXiv:2308.01956)
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• We expect the ‘gauging away’ of �s(r), and the self-averaging, to be valid
when the bosonic eigenmodes are extended.

• At low T , rare-region fluctuations of �s(r) could become important, lead-
ing to localized low energy modes (analogous to ‘two level systems’ of
glasses).

• We can account for these localized bosonic modes by integrating out the
fermions (which remain extended), and considering the Landau-damped
Hertz theory for the boson alone, in the presence of a random mass.

Sb =

Z
d⌧

0

@�
X

hiji

Jij�ia�ja +
X

j

hsj
2
�2
ja +

u

4

�
�2
ja

�2i
1

A+
T�

2

X

!n

X

j

|!n||�ja(!n)|2

where a = 1 . . . N is a flavor index for an order parameter with O(N)
symmetry.
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Effects of Dissipation on a Quantum Critical Point with Disorder
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We study the effects of dissipation on a disordered quantum phase transition withO!N" order-parameter
symmetry by applying a strong-disorder renormalization group to the Landau-Ginzburg-Wilson field
theory of the problem. We find that Ohmic dissipation results in a nonperturbative infinite-randomness
critical point with unconventional activated dynamical scaling while super-Ohmic damping leads to
conventional behavior. We discuss applications to the superconductor-metal transition in nanowires and to
the Hertz theory of the itinerant antiferromagnetic transition.
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The low-temperature properties of quantum many-
particle systems are often sensitive to small amounts of
impurities or defects. Close to quantum phase transitions
(QPTs), the interplay between quantum fluctuations and
random fluctuations due to disorder can destabilize the
conventional critical behavior, leading to exotic phe-
nomena such as quantum Griffiths effects [1,2] and
infinite-randomness critical points [3] as well as smeared
phase transitions [4] (for a recent review see, e.g., Ref. [5]).

In particular, the QPTs in disordered quantum Ising
magnets are governed by infinite-randomness critical
points [3,6] which display slow activated dynamical scal-
ing. In a dissipative environment, the dynamics becomes
even slower. In the experimentally relevant case of Ohmic
dissipation, the tunneling of sufficiently large droplets (the
ones normally responsible for Griffiths phenomena) is
completely suppressed [7,8]. As a result, the sharp quan-
tum phase transition is destroyed by smearing [4].

In contrast, in dissipationless systems with continuous
O!N" order-parameter symmetry, disorder does not induce
exotic infinite-randomness behavior in dimensions d > 1
[9]. This changes in the presence of Ohmic dissipation. It
was recently shown that large locally ordered droplets are
not frozen (in contrast to the Ising case. Instead they dis-
play the exponentially slow dynamics associated with a
quantum Griffiths phase [10]. This leads to the important
question of whether the QPTs of continuous symmetry
order parameters with Ohmic dissipation are also of
infinite-randomness type.

In this Letter, we answer this question and elucidate the
nature of the transition by applying a strong-disorder re-
normalization group (RG) to the Landau-Ginzburg-Wilson
(LGW) order-parameter field theory of the problem. Our
results are summarized as follows: The QPT is controlled
by an exotic infinite-randomness fixed point in the univer-
sality class of the random transverse-field Ising model. The
dynamical scaling is activated rather than power-law, i.e.,
correlation time ! and correlation length " are related via
ln!$ " , with  the tunneling exponent. With decreasing
temperature, the order-parameter susceptibility diverges as
#$ %ln!1=T"&2$#d= =T, and the specific heat vanishes as

C$ %ln!1=T"&#d= . Here, $ is the cluster size exponent.
Close to the QPT, the finite-temperature phase boundary
takes the unusual form Tc $ exp!#const' jrj#% " with r
the dimensionless distance from the QPT and % the corre-
lation length exponent. The exponents  , $, and % are
universal and identical to those of the random transverse-
field Ising model. The resulting phase diagram is shown in
Fig. 1.

Our starting point is a quantum LGW free energy func-
tional for an N-component (N > 1) order-parameter ’ in d
dimensions. The clean action reads

 S (
Z
dydx’!x"!!x; y"’!y" ) u

2N

Z
dx’4!x"; (1)

where x * !x; !" comprises imaginary time ! and position
x,

R
dx * R

dx
R1=T

0 d!, and !!x; y" is the bare inverse
propagator (two-point vertex) whose Fourier transform
reads !!q; !n" ( r) "2

0q2 ) &j!nj2=z0 with r the bare
distance from criticality (the bare gap). "0 is a microscopic
length scale, and !n is a Matsubara frequency. The damp-
ing coefficient & depends on the coupling of the order

FIG. 1 (color online). Temperature-coupling phase diagram
for Ohmic dissipation. IRFP denotes the infinite-randomness
critical point. The phase boundary (solid) and the crossover
line (dashed) between the quantum critical and quantum para-
magnetic (QPM) regions take unusual exponential forms leading
to a wide quantum critical region. Both phases contain Griffiths
regions near the IRFP [10].
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Strong disorder RG identical to that for the RTFIM (D.S. Fisher)
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• Each rare region is described by a one-dimensional classical O(N) model

with a long-range 1/⌧2 interaction.

• For N � 2, the classical model has an exponentially long correlation time

at weak coupling (low ‘temperature’) - Dyson, 1969

• This is similar to the classical Ising chain with short-range interactions.
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symmetry by applying a strong-disorder renormalization group to the Landau-Ginzburg-Wilson field
theory of the problem. We find that Ohmic dissipation results in a nonperturbative infinite-randomness
critical point with unconventional activated dynamical scaling while super-Ohmic damping leads to
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Infinite Randomness Fixed Point of the Superconductor-Metal Quantum Phase Transition
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We examine the influence of quenched disorder on the superconductor-metal transition, as described by
a theory of overdamped Cooper pairs which repel each other. The self-consistent pairing eigenmodes of a
quasi-one-dimensional wire are determined numerically. Our results support the recent proposal by Hoyos
et al. [Phys. Rev. Lett. 99, 230601 (2007)] that the transition is characterized by the same strong-disorder
fixed point describing the onset of ferromagnetism in the random quantum Ising chain in a transverse field.
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Numerous recent experiments [1–6] have measured the
electrical transport properties of quasi-one-dimensional
nanowires. While thicker wires have vanishing resistance
in the low temperature (T) limit, thinner wires do not
display superconductivity even at the lowest T. The super-
conducting wires display clear signatures of thermal phase
fluctuations of the Cooper pair order parameter, !, at low
T. Quantum fluctuations of the phase and amplitude of !
increase with decreasing wire thickness, leading to a tran-
sition to a nonsuperconducting state.

Recent work [7,8] has proposed that these experiments
should be described by a quantum superconductor-metal
transition (SMT) in the pair-breaking universality class.
Arguments based upon microscopic BCS theory suggest a
model of ! fluctuations damped by decay into unpaired
electrons [9–13]. In this Letter, we study the influence of
quenched disorder on this model. Its role near the quantum
SMT is of considerable interest, as disorder correlations are
of infinite range in the imaginary time direction and can
lead to unusual critical phenomena [14].

In a renormalization group (RG) analysis of this over-
damped Cooper pair model, Hoyos et al. [15] have recently
argued that the SMT is described by an infinite randomness
fixed point (IRFP). The latter exhibits activated dynamic
scaling where the logarithm of characteristic frequencies of
! fluctuations grows as a power of their characteristic
length scale. The IRFP was further argued to be in the
same universality class as the one describing the onset of
ferromagnetism in the random transverse field Ising model
(RTFIM) in 1D. Many exact results obtained by Fisher [16]
for this fixed point appeared to carry through to the case of
the SMT [15].

Using a powerful numerical technique, we find convinc-
ing evidence that the strong disorder RG [15] indeed
applies to the SMT. In addition, we confirm activated
dynamical scaling in the frequency domain and an IRFP
characterized by exponents fully consistent with Fisher’s
RTFIM values. This is a nontrivial result, as the RTFIM
contains no dissipation and possesses a discrete symmetry.
However, due to the dissipative dynamics at the SMT,
order parameter fluctuations are so strongly suppressed

that the physics of a discrete Ising symmetry is recovered.
Technically, in both cases, this behavior is due to the
marginal dynamics of finite size clusters [14].

Our analysis was carried out on a lattice discretization of
the disordered overdamped Cooper pair model of Ref. [15]
at T ! 0. The degrees of freedom, !j"!#, are complex
functions of imaginary time, !, on the sites, j, of a one-
dimensional chain with action
 

S !
X
j

Z
d!
!
Djj!j $!j%1j2 % "jj!jj2 %

uj
2
j!jj4

"

%
Z d!

2#

X
j
$jj!jj!j"!#j2; (1)

where !j"!# is the Fourier transform of !j"!#, and the
couplings in S are all random functions of j. The quartic
coefficients uj > 0 ensure stability and repulsion between
Cooper pairs, and the dissipation into the metallic bath is
represented by $j > 0, due to causality. Finally, we can
choose a gauge such that Dj > 0. A more careful analysis
and suitable rescalings [17] allow us to reduce the random-
ness to the spatial dependence ofDj (uniformly distributed
on "0; 1&) and "j (taken to be Gaussian), while setting uj !
u and $j ! 1. At zero temperature, the SMT is tuned by
reducing the mean of the "j distribution, "", while keeping
its variance constant at 0.25 in units of $2. The presence of
pair-breaking, possibly due to magnetic moments on the
wire’s surface [6], ensures that any Josephson coupling is
short ranged.

We could also work in a lattice model of fluctuating
phases with !j"!# ! ei%j"!# of unit magnitude [7,12]; this
should have the same properties as S, but our analysis is
facilitated by also allowing for amplitude fluctuations.

While S is suitable to describe the influence of disorder
on the fluctuating Cooper pairs, we also have to consider its
effects on the single electron states. We have estimated the
latter within weak-coupling BCS theory: at criticality, on a
scale parametrically smaller than the single electron local-
ization length, the gain in condensation energy can offset
the cost in elastic energy when order parameter fluctua-
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indicating the uncertainty in the last digit. The obtained
exponent is in accord with ! ! 2 predicted for the RTFIM.
We could also have defined the correlation length via the
exponential tail of !C"x# at large arguments. This yields
compatible values for !"c and !.

For each realization of disorder and each value of !", we
define the gap ""L# to be the smallest excitation energy in
the system, which in general corresponds to the most
delocalized mode of S0. Rare disorder configurations
cause clusters to behave as if they were much more critical
than the global value of # would suggest. These clusters
dominate the critical modes and exhibit abnormally small
gaps that make large contributions to disorder averages of
ln", leading to the highly anisotropic scaling relationship
between space and time that is the hallmark of IRFPs. An
analysis of the probability distribution for the logarithm of
the energy gap in the RTFIM was carried out by Young and
Rieger [21] where they found cogent evidence for z ! 1.
We have performed a similar analysis here, with the same
result. Fisher and Young [22] found that the distribution of
ln" is Gaussian at criticality, while we find that in the
quantum disordered phase, it is Gumbel as was previously
shown [23]. If activated dynamic scaling is indeed present,
the disorder averaged value of the logarithm of the gap
should scale like jln"j$ $ $ #%! where we have used
the scaling form of the correlation length. Such divergent
behavior for the finite size scaled value of jln"j is dem-
onstrated in Fig. 2. The possibility of conventional scaling
was considered but ultimately excluded through the ex-
amination of the maximum likelihood estimator for a wide
range of power law fits. Using the previously determined

values of !"c and !, the tunneling exponent can be extracted
from a log-log linear fit of the average logarithmic spec-
trum as shown in the inset of Fig. 2, producing  ! 0:53"6#
which is consistent with the RTFIM prediction of 1=2.

To confirm full agreement with the universality class of
the RTFIM, we must finally determine the exponent %
which controls the average moment, &$ j ln!j%, of a
cluster fluctuating with frequency !. This is accomplished
by investigating the imaginary part of the disorder aver-
aged dynamical order parameter susceptibilities after ana-
lytical continuation to real frequencies. We study the
average and local susceptibilities defined by

 Im !'"!# ! Im
1

L

X
j
h#&j "i!##0"i!#iS0

ji!!!'i( (5)

 Im'loc"!# ! Imh#&j "i!##j"i!#iS0
ji!!!'i( (6)

where h( ( (iS0
indicates an average over the large-N action

[Eq. (2)] as well as a site average. Note that ! is now a real
frequency, and our facile access to such dynamical quan-
tities is one of the perquisites of the numerical approach we
have taken. All frequencies are measured with respect to an
ultraviolet cutoff which is required for convergence when
computing the set of solutions to Eq. (3). At criticality, the
average cluster moment will be given by the ratio of the
average and local susceptibility due to the extra sum over
sites in Eq. (5). We thus define

 R"!# ! Im !'"!#
Im'loc"!#

! j ln!j%F "#! j ln!j#; (7)

and expect that the scaling function F approaches a con-

FIG. 2 (color online). The finite size scaled value of the dis-
order averaged logarithm of the minimum excitation energy
plotted against the distance from the critical point #. We observe
divergence consistent with the scaling form jln"j$ #%! , and
using the value of !"c and ! found above, we determine  !
0:53"6# from a log-log linear fit (inset).

FIG. 1 (color online). The equal-time disorder averaged corre-
lation functions for L ! 64 and five values of the mean of "j,
!". The solid lines are fits to Eq. (4) via $ and an overall scale
parameter. The inset displays a fit to the power law form of the
finite size scaled correlation length, providing an estimate for the
location of the critical point !"c ! %0:93"3# and the correlation
length exponent ! ! 1:9"2#.
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Crossover from extended to localized regime can be described by numerical
solution of self-consistent large N equations in d = 1
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These equations describe the exponentially long correlation time of rare regions.
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The presence or absence of a quantum critical point and its location in the phase diagram of high-
temperature superconductors have been subjects of intense scrutiny. Clear evidence for quantum
criticality, particularly in the transport properties, has proved elusive because the important low-
temperature region is masked by the onset of superconductivity. We present measurements of the
low-temperature in-plane resistivity of several highly doped La2–xSrxCuO4 single crystals in which
the superconductivity had been stripped away by using high magnetic fields. In contrast to other
quantum critical systems, the resistivity varies linearly with temperature over a wide doping range
with a gradient that scales monotonically with the superconducting transition temperature. It is
maximal at a critical doping level (pc) ~ 0.19 at which superconductivity is most robust. Moreover,
its value at pc corresponds to the onset of quasi-particle incoherence along specific momentum
directions, implying that the interaction that first promotes high-temperature superconductivity
may ultimately destroy the very quasi-particle states involved in the superconducting pairing.

An important theme in strongly correlated
electron systems is quantum criticality
and the associated quantum phase tran-

sitions that occur at zero temperature upon tuning
a nonthermal control parameter, g (e.g., pressure,
magnetic field H or composition), through a
critical value, gc. One feature of such a system is
the influence that critical fluctuations have on
the physical properties over a wide region in
the (T, g) phase diagram above the quantum
critical point (QCP), inside which the system
shows marked deviations from conventional
Landau Fermi-liquid behavior. A number of can-
didate non–Fermi-liquid systems have emerged,
particularly in the heavy fermion family (1), al-
though there are others, for example, certain
transition metal oxides (2), that display similar
characteristics.

The physics of copper-oxide high-temperature
superconductors may also be governed by prox-
imity to a QCP. The generic temperature-doping
(T, p) phase diagram resembles that seen in the
heavy fermions, with an apparent funnel-shaped
region that either pierces or skirts the supercon-
ducting dome (3). Above this region, cuprates
display an in-plane resistivity, rab, that varies
linearly with temperature over a wide tempera-
ture (4) yet narrow doping (5) range. This T-linear

resistivity has been widely interpreted, in tan-
dem with other anomalous transport properties
(6), as a manifestation of scale-invariant physics
borne out of proximity to the QCP. This view-
point has remained untested, largely because of
the high upper critical field Hc2 values in high-
Tc cuprates that restrict access to the important
limiting low-temperature region below Tc( p).
We used a combination of persistent and pulsed
high magnetic fields to expose the normal state
of La2–xSrxCuO4 (LSCO) over a wide doping
and temperature range and studied the evolution
of rab(T) with carrier density, from the slightly
underdoped (p = 0.15) to the heavily overdoped
( p = 0.33) region of the phase diagram. Our anal-
ysis reveals the presence of a singular doping
concentration in LSCO at which the electronic
response changes, although in a manner distinct
from that observed in other candidate quantum
critical systems.

In-plane resistivity of La2–xSrxCuO4. A series
of high-field rab(T, H) measurements were car-
ried out on overdoped LSCO single crystals with
doping levels of p = 0.18, 0.21, and 0.23 (labeled
hereafter LSCO18, LSCO21, and LSCO23, re-
spectively) with the field aligned perpendicular
to the CuO2 planes in order to suppress the su-
perconductivity. Figure 1A shows the rab(T, H)
data obtained on LSCO23. In order to track the
temperature dependence of the zero-field resistivity
r(T, 0) below Tc, we used a simple, transparent
technique to extrapolate the high-field rab(T, H)
data to the zero-field axis (Fig. 1B). The re-
sultant r(T, 0) values, plotted in Fig. 1C together
with the zero-field rab(T) curve below 70 K,
are found to exhibit a T-linear dependence down
to 1.5 K. For comparison, we also plotted the ab-
solute values of r(T, 48) at a fixed high field of
48 T obtained directly from the vertical dashed
line in Fig. 1A. The temperature dependence of

the latter (analysis-free) values is identical to that
of r(T, 0) and is consistent with earlier 60-T data
taken on LSCO22 (7), showing that the anal-
ysis itself has not introduced any additional,
artificial temperature dependence in r(T, 0). Sim-
ilar pulsed-field measurements and analysis were
carried out for the two other doping levels as
summarized in fig. S1.

Figure 2 shows the resultant r(T, 0) values
plus zero-field rab(T) data for seven different
concentrations ranging from optimal doping
(p = 0.17) to the heavily overdoped, nonsuper-
conducting region (p = 0.33). The gradual cross-
over in the temperature dependence of rab(T),
from quasi-linear for LSCO17 to approximately
quadratic for LSCO33, is evident in the raw data
and is consistent with previous studies carried
out above Tc (5, 8, 9). At low temperatures, how-
ever, rab(T) develops predominantly T-linear
behavior for the entire doping range 0.18 ≤ p ≤
0.29 [for p = 0.17, data exists only above Tc(H =
0)]. Although evidence for a low-T T-linear re-
sistivity has emerged for single doping concen-
trations in both electron- (10) and hole-doped
(11, 12) cuprates, our measurements show that
the low-T linearity in fact persists over a broad
range of doping.

Single-component analysis. In heavy fermi-
on systems, Dr(T), the T-dependent part of r(T),
is often described by a single term anT

n whose
exponent n(T, H) evolves from the Fermi-liquid
value n = 2 to some anomalous value less than 2
over a narrow temperature and magnetic field
window (13–15). The anomalous exponent in
Dr(T) persists to low temperatures only at the
critical field, Hc. In Fig. 3, we plotted a com-
parative n(T, p) = d(lnDr)/d(ln T) for LSCO by
using the resistivity curves shown in Fig. 2.

For T > 50 K, the resultant phase diagram re-
sembles that seen in prototypical quantum critical
systems, with a narrow region in which rab(T) is
approximately (although not strictly) T-linear sep-
arated from a region where rab(T) varies approx-
imately as T2. As the temperature is lowered,
however, the situation becomes markedly dif-
ferent. Rather than collapsing to a single (critical)
point, the T-linear region in LSCO fans out and
dominates the low-T response. Intriguingly, this
T-linear regime (or more precisely, the region
where n < 1.1) is coincident with both the Tc
parabola (long-dashed white line) and the super-
conducting fluctuation regime (short-dashed white
line) and has thus been obscured until now by
the veil of superconductivity.

Dual-component analysis. Previously, Drab(T)
in overdoped, hole-doped cuprates has been ex-
pressed either as above, that is, as anT

n (1 ≤
n ≤ 2) (16), or as the sum of two components,
a1T + a2T

2 (11, 17, 18). In fig. S2, we describe
in detail why the latter is in fact the more ap-
propriate expression for LSCO. In Fig. 4, A and
B, we show the doping dependences of a1 and
a2, respectively, for two different fitting proto-
cols. The solid squares are coefficients obtained
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The presence or absence of a quantum critical point and its location in the phase diagram of high-
temperature superconductors have been subjects of intense scrutiny. Clear evidence for quantum
criticality, particularly in the transport properties, has proved elusive because the important low-
temperature region is masked by the onset of superconductivity. We present measurements of the
low-temperature in-plane resistivity of several highly doped La2–xSrxCuO4 single crystals in which
the superconductivity had been stripped away by using high magnetic fields. In contrast to other
quantum critical systems, the resistivity varies linearly with temperature over a wide doping range
with a gradient that scales monotonically with the superconducting transition temperature. It is
maximal at a critical doping level (pc) ~ 0.19 at which superconductivity is most robust. Moreover,
its value at pc corresponds to the onset of quasi-particle incoherence along specific momentum
directions, implying that the interaction that first promotes high-temperature superconductivity
may ultimately destroy the very quasi-particle states involved in the superconducting pairing.

An important theme in strongly correlated
electron systems is quantum criticality
and the associated quantum phase tran-

sitions that occur at zero temperature upon tuning
a nonthermal control parameter, g (e.g., pressure,
magnetic field H or composition), through a
critical value, gc. One feature of such a system is
the influence that critical fluctuations have on
the physical properties over a wide region in
the (T, g) phase diagram above the quantum
critical point (QCP), inside which the system
shows marked deviations from conventional
Landau Fermi-liquid behavior. A number of can-
didate non–Fermi-liquid systems have emerged,
particularly in the heavy fermion family (1), al-
though there are others, for example, certain
transition metal oxides (2), that display similar
characteristics.

The physics of copper-oxide high-temperature
superconductors may also be governed by prox-
imity to a QCP. The generic temperature-doping
(T, p) phase diagram resembles that seen in the
heavy fermions, with an apparent funnel-shaped
region that either pierces or skirts the supercon-
ducting dome (3). Above this region, cuprates
display an in-plane resistivity, rab, that varies
linearly with temperature over a wide tempera-
ture (4) yet narrow doping (5) range. This T-linear

resistivity has been widely interpreted, in tan-
dem with other anomalous transport properties
(6), as a manifestation of scale-invariant physics
borne out of proximity to the QCP. This view-
point has remained untested, largely because of
the high upper critical field Hc2 values in high-
Tc cuprates that restrict access to the important
limiting low-temperature region below Tc( p).
We used a combination of persistent and pulsed
high magnetic fields to expose the normal state
of La2–xSrxCuO4 (LSCO) over a wide doping
and temperature range and studied the evolution
of rab(T) with carrier density, from the slightly
underdoped (p = 0.15) to the heavily overdoped
( p = 0.33) region of the phase diagram. Our anal-
ysis reveals the presence of a singular doping
concentration in LSCO at which the electronic
response changes, although in a manner distinct
from that observed in other candidate quantum
critical systems.

In-plane resistivity of La2–xSrxCuO4. A series
of high-field rab(T, H) measurements were car-
ried out on overdoped LSCO single crystals with
doping levels of p = 0.18, 0.21, and 0.23 (labeled
hereafter LSCO18, LSCO21, and LSCO23, re-
spectively) with the field aligned perpendicular
to the CuO2 planes in order to suppress the su-
perconductivity. Figure 1A shows the rab(T, H)
data obtained on LSCO23. In order to track the
temperature dependence of the zero-field resistivity
r(T, 0) below Tc, we used a simple, transparent
technique to extrapolate the high-field rab(T, H)
data to the zero-field axis (Fig. 1B). The re-
sultant r(T, 0) values, plotted in Fig. 1C together
with the zero-field rab(T) curve below 70 K,
are found to exhibit a T-linear dependence down
to 1.5 K. For comparison, we also plotted the ab-
solute values of r(T, 48) at a fixed high field of
48 T obtained directly from the vertical dashed
line in Fig. 1A. The temperature dependence of

the latter (analysis-free) values is identical to that
of r(T, 0) and is consistent with earlier 60-T data
taken on LSCO22 (7), showing that the anal-
ysis itself has not introduced any additional,
artificial temperature dependence in r(T, 0). Sim-
ilar pulsed-field measurements and analysis were
carried out for the two other doping levels as
summarized in fig. S1.

Figure 2 shows the resultant r(T, 0) values
plus zero-field rab(T) data for seven different
concentrations ranging from optimal doping
(p = 0.17) to the heavily overdoped, nonsuper-
conducting region (p = 0.33). The gradual cross-
over in the temperature dependence of rab(T),
from quasi-linear for LSCO17 to approximately
quadratic for LSCO33, is evident in the raw data
and is consistent with previous studies carried
out above Tc (5, 8, 9). At low temperatures, how-
ever, rab(T) develops predominantly T-linear
behavior for the entire doping range 0.18 ≤ p ≤
0.29 [for p = 0.17, data exists only above Tc(H =
0)]. Although evidence for a low-T T-linear re-
sistivity has emerged for single doping concen-
trations in both electron- (10) and hole-doped
(11, 12) cuprates, our measurements show that
the low-T linearity in fact persists over a broad
range of doping.

Single-component analysis. In heavy fermi-
on systems, Dr(T), the T-dependent part of r(T),
is often described by a single term anT

n whose
exponent n(T, H) evolves from the Fermi-liquid
value n = 2 to some anomalous value less than 2
over a narrow temperature and magnetic field
window (13–15). The anomalous exponent in
Dr(T) persists to low temperatures only at the
critical field, Hc. In Fig. 3, we plotted a com-
parative n(T, p) = d(lnDr)/d(ln T) for LSCO by
using the resistivity curves shown in Fig. 2.

For T > 50 K, the resultant phase diagram re-
sembles that seen in prototypical quantum critical
systems, with a narrow region in which rab(T) is
approximately (although not strictly) T-linear sep-
arated from a region where rab(T) varies approx-
imately as T2. As the temperature is lowered,
however, the situation becomes markedly dif-
ferent. Rather than collapsing to a single (critical)
point, the T-linear region in LSCO fans out and
dominates the low-T response. Intriguingly, this
T-linear regime (or more precisely, the region
where n < 1.1) is coincident with both the Tc
parabola (long-dashed white line) and the super-
conducting fluctuation regime (short-dashed white
line) and has thus been obscured until now by
the veil of superconductivity.

Dual-component analysis. Previously, Drab(T)
in overdoped, hole-doped cuprates has been ex-
pressed either as above, that is, as anT

n (1 ≤
n ≤ 2) (16), or as the sum of two components,
a1T + a2T

2 (11, 17, 18). In fig. S2, we describe
in detail why the latter is in fact the more ap-
propriate expression for LSCO. In Fig. 4, A and
B, we show the doping dependences of a1 and
a2, respectively, for two different fitting proto-
cols. The solid squares are coefficients obtained
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The presence or absence of a quantum critical point and its location in the phase diagram of high-
temperature superconductors have been subjects of intense scrutiny. Clear evidence for quantum
criticality, particularly in the transport properties, has proved elusive because the important low-
temperature region is masked by the onset of superconductivity. We present measurements of the
low-temperature in-plane resistivity of several highly doped La2–xSrxCuO4 single crystals in which
the superconductivity had been stripped away by using high magnetic fields. In contrast to other
quantum critical systems, the resistivity varies linearly with temperature over a wide doping range
with a gradient that scales monotonically with the superconducting transition temperature. It is
maximal at a critical doping level (pc) ~ 0.19 at which superconductivity is most robust. Moreover,
its value at pc corresponds to the onset of quasi-particle incoherence along specific momentum
directions, implying that the interaction that first promotes high-temperature superconductivity
may ultimately destroy the very quasi-particle states involved in the superconducting pairing.

An important theme in strongly correlated
electron systems is quantum criticality
and the associated quantum phase tran-

sitions that occur at zero temperature upon tuning
a nonthermal control parameter, g (e.g., pressure,
magnetic field H or composition), through a
critical value, gc. One feature of such a system is
the influence that critical fluctuations have on
the physical properties over a wide region in
the (T, g) phase diagram above the quantum
critical point (QCP), inside which the system
shows marked deviations from conventional
Landau Fermi-liquid behavior. A number of can-
didate non–Fermi-liquid systems have emerged,
particularly in the heavy fermion family (1), al-
though there are others, for example, certain
transition metal oxides (2), that display similar
characteristics.

The physics of copper-oxide high-temperature
superconductors may also be governed by prox-
imity to a QCP. The generic temperature-doping
(T, p) phase diagram resembles that seen in the
heavy fermions, with an apparent funnel-shaped
region that either pierces or skirts the supercon-
ducting dome (3). Above this region, cuprates
display an in-plane resistivity, rab, that varies
linearly with temperature over a wide tempera-
ture (4) yet narrow doping (5) range. This T-linear

resistivity has been widely interpreted, in tan-
dem with other anomalous transport properties
(6), as a manifestation of scale-invariant physics
borne out of proximity to the QCP. This view-
point has remained untested, largely because of
the high upper critical field Hc2 values in high-
Tc cuprates that restrict access to the important
limiting low-temperature region below Tc( p).
We used a combination of persistent and pulsed
high magnetic fields to expose the normal state
of La2–xSrxCuO4 (LSCO) over a wide doping
and temperature range and studied the evolution
of rab(T) with carrier density, from the slightly
underdoped (p = 0.15) to the heavily overdoped
( p = 0.33) region of the phase diagram. Our anal-
ysis reveals the presence of a singular doping
concentration in LSCO at which the electronic
response changes, although in a manner distinct
from that observed in other candidate quantum
critical systems.

In-plane resistivity of La2–xSrxCuO4. A series
of high-field rab(T, H) measurements were car-
ried out on overdoped LSCO single crystals with
doping levels of p = 0.18, 0.21, and 0.23 (labeled
hereafter LSCO18, LSCO21, and LSCO23, re-
spectively) with the field aligned perpendicular
to the CuO2 planes in order to suppress the su-
perconductivity. Figure 1A shows the rab(T, H)
data obtained on LSCO23. In order to track the
temperature dependence of the zero-field resistivity
r(T, 0) below Tc, we used a simple, transparent
technique to extrapolate the high-field rab(T, H)
data to the zero-field axis (Fig. 1B). The re-
sultant r(T, 0) values, plotted in Fig. 1C together
with the zero-field rab(T) curve below 70 K,
are found to exhibit a T-linear dependence down
to 1.5 K. For comparison, we also plotted the ab-
solute values of r(T, 48) at a fixed high field of
48 T obtained directly from the vertical dashed
line in Fig. 1A. The temperature dependence of

the latter (analysis-free) values is identical to that
of r(T, 0) and is consistent with earlier 60-T data
taken on LSCO22 (7), showing that the anal-
ysis itself has not introduced any additional,
artificial temperature dependence in r(T, 0). Sim-
ilar pulsed-field measurements and analysis were
carried out for the two other doping levels as
summarized in fig. S1.

Figure 2 shows the resultant r(T, 0) values
plus zero-field rab(T) data for seven different
concentrations ranging from optimal doping
(p = 0.17) to the heavily overdoped, nonsuper-
conducting region (p = 0.33). The gradual cross-
over in the temperature dependence of rab(T),
from quasi-linear for LSCO17 to approximately
quadratic for LSCO33, is evident in the raw data
and is consistent with previous studies carried
out above Tc (5, 8, 9). At low temperatures, how-
ever, rab(T) develops predominantly T-linear
behavior for the entire doping range 0.18 ≤ p ≤
0.29 [for p = 0.17, data exists only above Tc(H =
0)]. Although evidence for a low-T T-linear re-
sistivity has emerged for single doping concen-
trations in both electron- (10) and hole-doped
(11, 12) cuprates, our measurements show that
the low-T linearity in fact persists over a broad
range of doping.

Single-component analysis. In heavy fermi-
on systems, Dr(T), the T-dependent part of r(T),
is often described by a single term anT

n whose
exponent n(T, H) evolves from the Fermi-liquid
value n = 2 to some anomalous value less than 2
over a narrow temperature and magnetic field
window (13–15). The anomalous exponent in
Dr(T) persists to low temperatures only at the
critical field, Hc. In Fig. 3, we plotted a com-
parative n(T, p) = d(lnDr)/d(ln T) for LSCO by
using the resistivity curves shown in Fig. 2.

For T > 50 K, the resultant phase diagram re-
sembles that seen in prototypical quantum critical
systems, with a narrow region in which rab(T) is
approximately (although not strictly) T-linear sep-
arated from a region where rab(T) varies approx-
imately as T2. As the temperature is lowered,
however, the situation becomes markedly dif-
ferent. Rather than collapsing to a single (critical)
point, the T-linear region in LSCO fans out and
dominates the low-T response. Intriguingly, this
T-linear regime (or more precisely, the region
where n < 1.1) is coincident with both the Tc
parabola (long-dashed white line) and the super-
conducting fluctuation regime (short-dashed white
line) and has thus been obscured until now by
the veil of superconductivity.

Dual-component analysis. Previously, Drab(T)
in overdoped, hole-doped cuprates has been ex-
pressed either as above, that is, as anT

n (1 ≤
n ≤ 2) (16), or as the sum of two components,
a1T + a2T

2 (11, 17, 18). In fig. S2, we describe
in detail why the latter is in fact the more ap-
propriate expression for LSCO. In Fig. 4, A and
B, we show the doping dependences of a1 and
a2, respectively, for two different fitting proto-
cols. The solid squares are coefficients obtained
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Anomalous Criticality in the
Electrical Resistivity of La2–xSrxCuO4
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The presence or absence of a quantum critical point and its location in the phase diagram of high-
temperature superconductors have been subjects of intense scrutiny. Clear evidence for quantum
criticality, particularly in the transport properties, has proved elusive because the important low-
temperature region is masked by the onset of superconductivity. We present measurements of the
low-temperature in-plane resistivity of several highly doped La2–xSrxCuO4 single crystals in which
the superconductivity had been stripped away by using high magnetic fields. In contrast to other
quantum critical systems, the resistivity varies linearly with temperature over a wide doping range
with a gradient that scales monotonically with the superconducting transition temperature. It is
maximal at a critical doping level (pc) ~ 0.19 at which superconductivity is most robust. Moreover,
its value at pc corresponds to the onset of quasi-particle incoherence along specific momentum
directions, implying that the interaction that first promotes high-temperature superconductivity
may ultimately destroy the very quasi-particle states involved in the superconducting pairing.

An important theme in strongly correlated
electron systems is quantum criticality
and the associated quantum phase tran-

sitions that occur at zero temperature upon tuning
a nonthermal control parameter, g (e.g., pressure,
magnetic field H or composition), through a
critical value, gc. One feature of such a system is
the influence that critical fluctuations have on
the physical properties over a wide region in
the (T, g) phase diagram above the quantum
critical point (QCP), inside which the system
shows marked deviations from conventional
Landau Fermi-liquid behavior. A number of can-
didate non–Fermi-liquid systems have emerged,
particularly in the heavy fermion family (1), al-
though there are others, for example, certain
transition metal oxides (2), that display similar
characteristics.

The physics of copper-oxide high-temperature
superconductors may also be governed by prox-
imity to a QCP. The generic temperature-doping
(T, p) phase diagram resembles that seen in the
heavy fermions, with an apparent funnel-shaped
region that either pierces or skirts the supercon-
ducting dome (3). Above this region, cuprates
display an in-plane resistivity, rab, that varies
linearly with temperature over a wide tempera-
ture (4) yet narrow doping (5) range. This T-linear

resistivity has been widely interpreted, in tan-
dem with other anomalous transport properties
(6), as a manifestation of scale-invariant physics
borne out of proximity to the QCP. This view-
point has remained untested, largely because of
the high upper critical field Hc2 values in high-
Tc cuprates that restrict access to the important
limiting low-temperature region below Tc( p).
We used a combination of persistent and pulsed
high magnetic fields to expose the normal state
of La2–xSrxCuO4 (LSCO) over a wide doping
and temperature range and studied the evolution
of rab(T) with carrier density, from the slightly
underdoped (p = 0.15) to the heavily overdoped
( p = 0.33) region of the phase diagram. Our anal-
ysis reveals the presence of a singular doping
concentration in LSCO at which the electronic
response changes, although in a manner distinct
from that observed in other candidate quantum
critical systems.

In-plane resistivity of La2–xSrxCuO4. A series
of high-field rab(T, H) measurements were car-
ried out on overdoped LSCO single crystals with
doping levels of p = 0.18, 0.21, and 0.23 (labeled
hereafter LSCO18, LSCO21, and LSCO23, re-
spectively) with the field aligned perpendicular
to the CuO2 planes in order to suppress the su-
perconductivity. Figure 1A shows the rab(T, H)
data obtained on LSCO23. In order to track the
temperature dependence of the zero-field resistivity
r(T, 0) below Tc, we used a simple, transparent
technique to extrapolate the high-field rab(T, H)
data to the zero-field axis (Fig. 1B). The re-
sultant r(T, 0) values, plotted in Fig. 1C together
with the zero-field rab(T) curve below 70 K,
are found to exhibit a T-linear dependence down
to 1.5 K. For comparison, we also plotted the ab-
solute values of r(T, 48) at a fixed high field of
48 T obtained directly from the vertical dashed
line in Fig. 1A. The temperature dependence of

the latter (analysis-free) values is identical to that
of r(T, 0) and is consistent with earlier 60-T data
taken on LSCO22 (7), showing that the anal-
ysis itself has not introduced any additional,
artificial temperature dependence in r(T, 0). Sim-
ilar pulsed-field measurements and analysis were
carried out for the two other doping levels as
summarized in fig. S1.

Figure 2 shows the resultant r(T, 0) values
plus zero-field rab(T) data for seven different
concentrations ranging from optimal doping
(p = 0.17) to the heavily overdoped, nonsuper-
conducting region (p = 0.33). The gradual cross-
over in the temperature dependence of rab(T),
from quasi-linear for LSCO17 to approximately
quadratic for LSCO33, is evident in the raw data
and is consistent with previous studies carried
out above Tc (5, 8, 9). At low temperatures, how-
ever, rab(T) develops predominantly T-linear
behavior for the entire doping range 0.18 ≤ p ≤
0.29 [for p = 0.17, data exists only above Tc(H =
0)]. Although evidence for a low-T T-linear re-
sistivity has emerged for single doping concen-
trations in both electron- (10) and hole-doped
(11, 12) cuprates, our measurements show that
the low-T linearity in fact persists over a broad
range of doping.

Single-component analysis. In heavy fermi-
on systems, Dr(T), the T-dependent part of r(T),
is often described by a single term anT

n whose
exponent n(T, H) evolves from the Fermi-liquid
value n = 2 to some anomalous value less than 2
over a narrow temperature and magnetic field
window (13–15). The anomalous exponent in
Dr(T) persists to low temperatures only at the
critical field, Hc. In Fig. 3, we plotted a com-
parative n(T, p) = d(lnDr)/d(ln T) for LSCO by
using the resistivity curves shown in Fig. 2.

For T > 50 K, the resultant phase diagram re-
sembles that seen in prototypical quantum critical
systems, with a narrow region in which rab(T) is
approximately (although not strictly) T-linear sep-
arated from a region where rab(T) varies approx-
imately as T2. As the temperature is lowered,
however, the situation becomes markedly dif-
ferent. Rather than collapsing to a single (critical)
point, the T-linear region in LSCO fans out and
dominates the low-T response. Intriguingly, this
T-linear regime (or more precisely, the region
where n < 1.1) is coincident with both the Tc
parabola (long-dashed white line) and the super-
conducting fluctuation regime (short-dashed white
line) and has thus been obscured until now by
the veil of superconductivity.

Dual-component analysis. Previously, Drab(T)
in overdoped, hole-doped cuprates has been ex-
pressed either as above, that is, as anT

n (1 ≤
n ≤ 2) (16), or as the sum of two components,
a1T + a2T

2 (11, 17, 18). In fig. S2, we describe
in detail why the latter is in fact the more ap-
propriate expression for LSCO. In Fig. 4, A and
B, we show the doping dependences of a1 and
a2, respectively, for two different fitting proto-
cols. The solid squares are coefficients obtained
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The presence or absence of a quantum critical point and its location in the phase diagram of high-
temperature superconductors have been subjects of intense scrutiny. Clear evidence for quantum
criticality, particularly in the transport properties, has proved elusive because the important low-
temperature region is masked by the onset of superconductivity. We present measurements of the
low-temperature in-plane resistivity of several highly doped La2–xSrxCuO4 single crystals in which
the superconductivity had been stripped away by using high magnetic fields. In contrast to other
quantum critical systems, the resistivity varies linearly with temperature over a wide doping range
with a gradient that scales monotonically with the superconducting transition temperature. It is
maximal at a critical doping level (pc) ~ 0.19 at which superconductivity is most robust. Moreover,
its value at pc corresponds to the onset of quasi-particle incoherence along specific momentum
directions, implying that the interaction that first promotes high-temperature superconductivity
may ultimately destroy the very quasi-particle states involved in the superconducting pairing.

An important theme in strongly correlated
electron systems is quantum criticality
and the associated quantum phase tran-

sitions that occur at zero temperature upon tuning
a nonthermal control parameter, g (e.g., pressure,
magnetic field H or composition), through a
critical value, gc. One feature of such a system is
the influence that critical fluctuations have on
the physical properties over a wide region in
the (T, g) phase diagram above the quantum
critical point (QCP), inside which the system
shows marked deviations from conventional
Landau Fermi-liquid behavior. A number of can-
didate non–Fermi-liquid systems have emerged,
particularly in the heavy fermion family (1), al-
though there are others, for example, certain
transition metal oxides (2), that display similar
characteristics.

The physics of copper-oxide high-temperature
superconductors may also be governed by prox-
imity to a QCP. The generic temperature-doping
(T, p) phase diagram resembles that seen in the
heavy fermions, with an apparent funnel-shaped
region that either pierces or skirts the supercon-
ducting dome (3). Above this region, cuprates
display an in-plane resistivity, rab, that varies
linearly with temperature over a wide tempera-
ture (4) yet narrow doping (5) range. This T-linear

resistivity has been widely interpreted, in tan-
dem with other anomalous transport properties
(6), as a manifestation of scale-invariant physics
borne out of proximity to the QCP. This view-
point has remained untested, largely because of
the high upper critical field Hc2 values in high-
Tc cuprates that restrict access to the important
limiting low-temperature region below Tc( p).
We used a combination of persistent and pulsed
high magnetic fields to expose the normal state
of La2–xSrxCuO4 (LSCO) over a wide doping
and temperature range and studied the evolution
of rab(T) with carrier density, from the slightly
underdoped (p = 0.15) to the heavily overdoped
( p = 0.33) region of the phase diagram. Our anal-
ysis reveals the presence of a singular doping
concentration in LSCO at which the electronic
response changes, although in a manner distinct
from that observed in other candidate quantum
critical systems.

In-plane resistivity of La2–xSrxCuO4. A series
of high-field rab(T, H) measurements were car-
ried out on overdoped LSCO single crystals with
doping levels of p = 0.18, 0.21, and 0.23 (labeled
hereafter LSCO18, LSCO21, and LSCO23, re-
spectively) with the field aligned perpendicular
to the CuO2 planes in order to suppress the su-
perconductivity. Figure 1A shows the rab(T, H)
data obtained on LSCO23. In order to track the
temperature dependence of the zero-field resistivity
r(T, 0) below Tc, we used a simple, transparent
technique to extrapolate the high-field rab(T, H)
data to the zero-field axis (Fig. 1B). The re-
sultant r(T, 0) values, plotted in Fig. 1C together
with the zero-field rab(T) curve below 70 K,
are found to exhibit a T-linear dependence down
to 1.5 K. For comparison, we also plotted the ab-
solute values of r(T, 48) at a fixed high field of
48 T obtained directly from the vertical dashed
line in Fig. 1A. The temperature dependence of

the latter (analysis-free) values is identical to that
of r(T, 0) and is consistent with earlier 60-T data
taken on LSCO22 (7), showing that the anal-
ysis itself has not introduced any additional,
artificial temperature dependence in r(T, 0). Sim-
ilar pulsed-field measurements and analysis were
carried out for the two other doping levels as
summarized in fig. S1.

Figure 2 shows the resultant r(T, 0) values
plus zero-field rab(T) data for seven different
concentrations ranging from optimal doping
(p = 0.17) to the heavily overdoped, nonsuper-
conducting region (p = 0.33). The gradual cross-
over in the temperature dependence of rab(T),
from quasi-linear for LSCO17 to approximately
quadratic for LSCO33, is evident in the raw data
and is consistent with previous studies carried
out above Tc (5, 8, 9). At low temperatures, how-
ever, rab(T) develops predominantly T-linear
behavior for the entire doping range 0.18 ≤ p ≤
0.29 [for p = 0.17, data exists only above Tc(H =
0)]. Although evidence for a low-T T-linear re-
sistivity has emerged for single doping concen-
trations in both electron- (10) and hole-doped
(11, 12) cuprates, our measurements show that
the low-T linearity in fact persists over a broad
range of doping.

Single-component analysis. In heavy fermi-
on systems, Dr(T), the T-dependent part of r(T),
is often described by a single term anT

n whose
exponent n(T, H) evolves from the Fermi-liquid
value n = 2 to some anomalous value less than 2
over a narrow temperature and magnetic field
window (13–15). The anomalous exponent in
Dr(T) persists to low temperatures only at the
critical field, Hc. In Fig. 3, we plotted a com-
parative n(T, p) = d(lnDr)/d(ln T) for LSCO by
using the resistivity curves shown in Fig. 2.

For T > 50 K, the resultant phase diagram re-
sembles that seen in prototypical quantum critical
systems, with a narrow region in which rab(T) is
approximately (although not strictly) T-linear sep-
arated from a region where rab(T) varies approx-
imately as T2. As the temperature is lowered,
however, the situation becomes markedly dif-
ferent. Rather than collapsing to a single (critical)
point, the T-linear region in LSCO fans out and
dominates the low-T response. Intriguingly, this
T-linear regime (or more precisely, the region
where n < 1.1) is coincident with both the Tc
parabola (long-dashed white line) and the super-
conducting fluctuation regime (short-dashed white
line) and has thus been obscured until now by
the veil of superconductivity.

Dual-component analysis. Previously, Drab(T)
in overdoped, hole-doped cuprates has been ex-
pressed either as above, that is, as anT

n (1 ≤
n ≤ 2) (16), or as the sum of two components,
a1T + a2T

2 (11, 17, 18). In fig. S2, we describe
in detail why the latter is in fact the more ap-
propriate expression for LSCO. In Fig. 4, A and
B, we show the doping dependences of a1 and
a2, respectively, for two different fitting proto-
cols. The solid squares are coefficients obtained
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The presence or absence of a quantum critical point and its location in the phase diagram of high-
temperature superconductors have been subjects of intense scrutiny. Clear evidence for quantum
criticality, particularly in the transport properties, has proved elusive because the important low-
temperature region is masked by the onset of superconductivity. We present measurements of the
low-temperature in-plane resistivity of several highly doped La2–xSrxCuO4 single crystals in which
the superconductivity had been stripped away by using high magnetic fields. In contrast to other
quantum critical systems, the resistivity varies linearly with temperature over a wide doping range
with a gradient that scales monotonically with the superconducting transition temperature. It is
maximal at a critical doping level (pc) ~ 0.19 at which superconductivity is most robust. Moreover,
its value at pc corresponds to the onset of quasi-particle incoherence along specific momentum
directions, implying that the interaction that first promotes high-temperature superconductivity
may ultimately destroy the very quasi-particle states involved in the superconducting pairing.

An important theme in strongly correlated
electron systems is quantum criticality
and the associated quantum phase tran-

sitions that occur at zero temperature upon tuning
a nonthermal control parameter, g (e.g., pressure,
magnetic field H or composition), through a
critical value, gc. One feature of such a system is
the influence that critical fluctuations have on
the physical properties over a wide region in
the (T, g) phase diagram above the quantum
critical point (QCP), inside which the system
shows marked deviations from conventional
Landau Fermi-liquid behavior. A number of can-
didate non–Fermi-liquid systems have emerged,
particularly in the heavy fermion family (1), al-
though there are others, for example, certain
transition metal oxides (2), that display similar
characteristics.

The physics of copper-oxide high-temperature
superconductors may also be governed by prox-
imity to a QCP. The generic temperature-doping
(T, p) phase diagram resembles that seen in the
heavy fermions, with an apparent funnel-shaped
region that either pierces or skirts the supercon-
ducting dome (3). Above this region, cuprates
display an in-plane resistivity, rab, that varies
linearly with temperature over a wide tempera-
ture (4) yet narrow doping (5) range. This T-linear

resistivity has been widely interpreted, in tan-
dem with other anomalous transport properties
(6), as a manifestation of scale-invariant physics
borne out of proximity to the QCP. This view-
point has remained untested, largely because of
the high upper critical field Hc2 values in high-
Tc cuprates that restrict access to the important
limiting low-temperature region below Tc( p).
We used a combination of persistent and pulsed
high magnetic fields to expose the normal state
of La2–xSrxCuO4 (LSCO) over a wide doping
and temperature range and studied the evolution
of rab(T) with carrier density, from the slightly
underdoped (p = 0.15) to the heavily overdoped
( p = 0.33) region of the phase diagram. Our anal-
ysis reveals the presence of a singular doping
concentration in LSCO at which the electronic
response changes, although in a manner distinct
from that observed in other candidate quantum
critical systems.

In-plane resistivity of La2–xSrxCuO4. A series
of high-field rab(T, H) measurements were car-
ried out on overdoped LSCO single crystals with
doping levels of p = 0.18, 0.21, and 0.23 (labeled
hereafter LSCO18, LSCO21, and LSCO23, re-
spectively) with the field aligned perpendicular
to the CuO2 planes in order to suppress the su-
perconductivity. Figure 1A shows the rab(T, H)
data obtained on LSCO23. In order to track the
temperature dependence of the zero-field resistivity
r(T, 0) below Tc, we used a simple, transparent
technique to extrapolate the high-field rab(T, H)
data to the zero-field axis (Fig. 1B). The re-
sultant r(T, 0) values, plotted in Fig. 1C together
with the zero-field rab(T) curve below 70 K,
are found to exhibit a T-linear dependence down
to 1.5 K. For comparison, we also plotted the ab-
solute values of r(T, 48) at a fixed high field of
48 T obtained directly from the vertical dashed
line in Fig. 1A. The temperature dependence of

the latter (analysis-free) values is identical to that
of r(T, 0) and is consistent with earlier 60-T data
taken on LSCO22 (7), showing that the anal-
ysis itself has not introduced any additional,
artificial temperature dependence in r(T, 0). Sim-
ilar pulsed-field measurements and analysis were
carried out for the two other doping levels as
summarized in fig. S1.

Figure 2 shows the resultant r(T, 0) values
plus zero-field rab(T) data for seven different
concentrations ranging from optimal doping
(p = 0.17) to the heavily overdoped, nonsuper-
conducting region (p = 0.33). The gradual cross-
over in the temperature dependence of rab(T),
from quasi-linear for LSCO17 to approximately
quadratic for LSCO33, is evident in the raw data
and is consistent with previous studies carried
out above Tc (5, 8, 9). At low temperatures, how-
ever, rab(T) develops predominantly T-linear
behavior for the entire doping range 0.18 ≤ p ≤
0.29 [for p = 0.17, data exists only above Tc(H =
0)]. Although evidence for a low-T T-linear re-
sistivity has emerged for single doping concen-
trations in both electron- (10) and hole-doped
(11, 12) cuprates, our measurements show that
the low-T linearity in fact persists over a broad
range of doping.

Single-component analysis. In heavy fermi-
on systems, Dr(T), the T-dependent part of r(T),
is often described by a single term anT

n whose
exponent n(T, H) evolves from the Fermi-liquid
value n = 2 to some anomalous value less than 2
over a narrow temperature and magnetic field
window (13–15). The anomalous exponent in
Dr(T) persists to low temperatures only at the
critical field, Hc. In Fig. 3, we plotted a com-
parative n(T, p) = d(lnDr)/d(ln T) for LSCO by
using the resistivity curves shown in Fig. 2.

For T > 50 K, the resultant phase diagram re-
sembles that seen in prototypical quantum critical
systems, with a narrow region in which rab(T) is
approximately (although not strictly) T-linear sep-
arated from a region where rab(T) varies approx-
imately as T2. As the temperature is lowered,
however, the situation becomes markedly dif-
ferent. Rather than collapsing to a single (critical)
point, the T-linear region in LSCO fans out and
dominates the low-T response. Intriguingly, this
T-linear regime (or more precisely, the region
where n < 1.1) is coincident with both the Tc
parabola (long-dashed white line) and the super-
conducting fluctuation regime (short-dashed white
line) and has thus been obscured until now by
the veil of superconductivity.

Dual-component analysis. Previously, Drab(T)
in overdoped, hole-doped cuprates has been ex-
pressed either as above, that is, as anT

n (1 ≤
n ≤ 2) (16), or as the sum of two components,
a1T + a2T

2 (11, 17, 18). In fig. S2, we describe
in detail why the latter is in fact the more ap-
propriate expression for LSCO. In Fig. 4, A and
B, we show the doping dependences of a1 and
a2, respectively, for two different fitting proto-
cols. The solid squares are coefficients obtained
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The presence or absence of a quantum critical point and its location in the phase diagram of high-
temperature superconductors have been subjects of intense scrutiny. Clear evidence for quantum
criticality, particularly in the transport properties, has proved elusive because the important low-
temperature region is masked by the onset of superconductivity. We present measurements of the
low-temperature in-plane resistivity of several highly doped La2–xSrxCuO4 single crystals in which
the superconductivity had been stripped away by using high magnetic fields. In contrast to other
quantum critical systems, the resistivity varies linearly with temperature over a wide doping range
with a gradient that scales monotonically with the superconducting transition temperature. It is
maximal at a critical doping level (pc) ~ 0.19 at which superconductivity is most robust. Moreover,
its value at pc corresponds to the onset of quasi-particle incoherence along specific momentum
directions, implying that the interaction that first promotes high-temperature superconductivity
may ultimately destroy the very quasi-particle states involved in the superconducting pairing.

An important theme in strongly correlated
electron systems is quantum criticality
and the associated quantum phase tran-

sitions that occur at zero temperature upon tuning
a nonthermal control parameter, g (e.g., pressure,
magnetic field H or composition), through a
critical value, gc. One feature of such a system is
the influence that critical fluctuations have on
the physical properties over a wide region in
the (T, g) phase diagram above the quantum
critical point (QCP), inside which the system
shows marked deviations from conventional
Landau Fermi-liquid behavior. A number of can-
didate non–Fermi-liquid systems have emerged,
particularly in the heavy fermion family (1), al-
though there are others, for example, certain
transition metal oxides (2), that display similar
characteristics.

The physics of copper-oxide high-temperature
superconductors may also be governed by prox-
imity to a QCP. The generic temperature-doping
(T, p) phase diagram resembles that seen in the
heavy fermions, with an apparent funnel-shaped
region that either pierces or skirts the supercon-
ducting dome (3). Above this region, cuprates
display an in-plane resistivity, rab, that varies
linearly with temperature over a wide tempera-
ture (4) yet narrow doping (5) range. This T-linear

resistivity has been widely interpreted, in tan-
dem with other anomalous transport properties
(6), as a manifestation of scale-invariant physics
borne out of proximity to the QCP. This view-
point has remained untested, largely because of
the high upper critical field Hc2 values in high-
Tc cuprates that restrict access to the important
limiting low-temperature region below Tc( p).
We used a combination of persistent and pulsed
high magnetic fields to expose the normal state
of La2–xSrxCuO4 (LSCO) over a wide doping
and temperature range and studied the evolution
of rab(T) with carrier density, from the slightly
underdoped (p = 0.15) to the heavily overdoped
( p = 0.33) region of the phase diagram. Our anal-
ysis reveals the presence of a singular doping
concentration in LSCO at which the electronic
response changes, although in a manner distinct
from that observed in other candidate quantum
critical systems.

In-plane resistivity of La2–xSrxCuO4. A series
of high-field rab(T, H) measurements were car-
ried out on overdoped LSCO single crystals with
doping levels of p = 0.18, 0.21, and 0.23 (labeled
hereafter LSCO18, LSCO21, and LSCO23, re-
spectively) with the field aligned perpendicular
to the CuO2 planes in order to suppress the su-
perconductivity. Figure 1A shows the rab(T, H)
data obtained on LSCO23. In order to track the
temperature dependence of the zero-field resistivity
r(T, 0) below Tc, we used a simple, transparent
technique to extrapolate the high-field rab(T, H)
data to the zero-field axis (Fig. 1B). The re-
sultant r(T, 0) values, plotted in Fig. 1C together
with the zero-field rab(T) curve below 70 K,
are found to exhibit a T-linear dependence down
to 1.5 K. For comparison, we also plotted the ab-
solute values of r(T, 48) at a fixed high field of
48 T obtained directly from the vertical dashed
line in Fig. 1A. The temperature dependence of

the latter (analysis-free) values is identical to that
of r(T, 0) and is consistent with earlier 60-T data
taken on LSCO22 (7), showing that the anal-
ysis itself has not introduced any additional,
artificial temperature dependence in r(T, 0). Sim-
ilar pulsed-field measurements and analysis were
carried out for the two other doping levels as
summarized in fig. S1.

Figure 2 shows the resultant r(T, 0) values
plus zero-field rab(T) data for seven different
concentrations ranging from optimal doping
(p = 0.17) to the heavily overdoped, nonsuper-
conducting region (p = 0.33). The gradual cross-
over in the temperature dependence of rab(T),
from quasi-linear for LSCO17 to approximately
quadratic for LSCO33, is evident in the raw data
and is consistent with previous studies carried
out above Tc (5, 8, 9). At low temperatures, how-
ever, rab(T) develops predominantly T-linear
behavior for the entire doping range 0.18 ≤ p ≤
0.29 [for p = 0.17, data exists only above Tc(H =
0)]. Although evidence for a low-T T-linear re-
sistivity has emerged for single doping concen-
trations in both electron- (10) and hole-doped
(11, 12) cuprates, our measurements show that
the low-T linearity in fact persists over a broad
range of doping.

Single-component analysis. In heavy fermi-
on systems, Dr(T), the T-dependent part of r(T),
is often described by a single term anT

n whose
exponent n(T, H) evolves from the Fermi-liquid
value n = 2 to some anomalous value less than 2
over a narrow temperature and magnetic field
window (13–15). The anomalous exponent in
Dr(T) persists to low temperatures only at the
critical field, Hc. In Fig. 3, we plotted a com-
parative n(T, p) = d(lnDr)/d(ln T) for LSCO by
using the resistivity curves shown in Fig. 2.

For T > 50 K, the resultant phase diagram re-
sembles that seen in prototypical quantum critical
systems, with a narrow region in which rab(T) is
approximately (although not strictly) T-linear sep-
arated from a region where rab(T) varies approx-
imately as T2. As the temperature is lowered,
however, the situation becomes markedly dif-
ferent. Rather than collapsing to a single (critical)
point, the T-linear region in LSCO fans out and
dominates the low-T response. Intriguingly, this
T-linear regime (or more precisely, the region
where n < 1.1) is coincident with both the Tc
parabola (long-dashed white line) and the super-
conducting fluctuation regime (short-dashed white
line) and has thus been obscured until now by
the veil of superconductivity.

Dual-component analysis. Previously, Drab(T)
in overdoped, hole-doped cuprates has been ex-
pressed either as above, that is, as anT

n (1 ≤
n ≤ 2) (16), or as the sum of two components,
a1T + a2T

2 (11, 17, 18). In fig. S2, we describe
in detail why the latter is in fact the more ap-
propriate expression for LSCO. In Fig. 4, A and
B, we show the doping dependences of a1 and
a2, respectively, for two different fitting proto-
cols. The solid squares are coefficients obtained
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The presence or absence of a quantum critical point and its location in the phase diagram of high-
temperature superconductors have been subjects of intense scrutiny. Clear evidence for quantum
criticality, particularly in the transport properties, has proved elusive because the important low-
temperature region is masked by the onset of superconductivity. We present measurements of the
low-temperature in-plane resistivity of several highly doped La2–xSrxCuO4 single crystals in which
the superconductivity had been stripped away by using high magnetic fields. In contrast to other
quantum critical systems, the resistivity varies linearly with temperature over a wide doping range
with a gradient that scales monotonically with the superconducting transition temperature. It is
maximal at a critical doping level (pc) ~ 0.19 at which superconductivity is most robust. Moreover,
its value at pc corresponds to the onset of quasi-particle incoherence along specific momentum
directions, implying that the interaction that first promotes high-temperature superconductivity
may ultimately destroy the very quasi-particle states involved in the superconducting pairing.

An important theme in strongly correlated
electron systems is quantum criticality
and the associated quantum phase tran-

sitions that occur at zero temperature upon tuning
a nonthermal control parameter, g (e.g., pressure,
magnetic field H or composition), through a
critical value, gc. One feature of such a system is
the influence that critical fluctuations have on
the physical properties over a wide region in
the (T, g) phase diagram above the quantum
critical point (QCP), inside which the system
shows marked deviations from conventional
Landau Fermi-liquid behavior. A number of can-
didate non–Fermi-liquid systems have emerged,
particularly in the heavy fermion family (1), al-
though there are others, for example, certain
transition metal oxides (2), that display similar
characteristics.

The physics of copper-oxide high-temperature
superconductors may also be governed by prox-
imity to a QCP. The generic temperature-doping
(T, p) phase diagram resembles that seen in the
heavy fermions, with an apparent funnel-shaped
region that either pierces or skirts the supercon-
ducting dome (3). Above this region, cuprates
display an in-plane resistivity, rab, that varies
linearly with temperature over a wide tempera-
ture (4) yet narrow doping (5) range. This T-linear

resistivity has been widely interpreted, in tan-
dem with other anomalous transport properties
(6), as a manifestation of scale-invariant physics
borne out of proximity to the QCP. This view-
point has remained untested, largely because of
the high upper critical field Hc2 values in high-
Tc cuprates that restrict access to the important
limiting low-temperature region below Tc( p).
We used a combination of persistent and pulsed
high magnetic fields to expose the normal state
of La2–xSrxCuO4 (LSCO) over a wide doping
and temperature range and studied the evolution
of rab(T) with carrier density, from the slightly
underdoped (p = 0.15) to the heavily overdoped
( p = 0.33) region of the phase diagram. Our anal-
ysis reveals the presence of a singular doping
concentration in LSCO at which the electronic
response changes, although in a manner distinct
from that observed in other candidate quantum
critical systems.

In-plane resistivity of La2–xSrxCuO4. A series
of high-field rab(T, H) measurements were car-
ried out on overdoped LSCO single crystals with
doping levels of p = 0.18, 0.21, and 0.23 (labeled
hereafter LSCO18, LSCO21, and LSCO23, re-
spectively) with the field aligned perpendicular
to the CuO2 planes in order to suppress the su-
perconductivity. Figure 1A shows the rab(T, H)
data obtained on LSCO23. In order to track the
temperature dependence of the zero-field resistivity
r(T, 0) below Tc, we used a simple, transparent
technique to extrapolate the high-field rab(T, H)
data to the zero-field axis (Fig. 1B). The re-
sultant r(T, 0) values, plotted in Fig. 1C together
with the zero-field rab(T) curve below 70 K,
are found to exhibit a T-linear dependence down
to 1.5 K. For comparison, we also plotted the ab-
solute values of r(T, 48) at a fixed high field of
48 T obtained directly from the vertical dashed
line in Fig. 1A. The temperature dependence of

the latter (analysis-free) values is identical to that
of r(T, 0) and is consistent with earlier 60-T data
taken on LSCO22 (7), showing that the anal-
ysis itself has not introduced any additional,
artificial temperature dependence in r(T, 0). Sim-
ilar pulsed-field measurements and analysis were
carried out for the two other doping levels as
summarized in fig. S1.

Figure 2 shows the resultant r(T, 0) values
plus zero-field rab(T) data for seven different
concentrations ranging from optimal doping
(p = 0.17) to the heavily overdoped, nonsuper-
conducting region (p = 0.33). The gradual cross-
over in the temperature dependence of rab(T),
from quasi-linear for LSCO17 to approximately
quadratic for LSCO33, is evident in the raw data
and is consistent with previous studies carried
out above Tc (5, 8, 9). At low temperatures, how-
ever, rab(T) develops predominantly T-linear
behavior for the entire doping range 0.18 ≤ p ≤
0.29 [for p = 0.17, data exists only above Tc(H =
0)]. Although evidence for a low-T T-linear re-
sistivity has emerged for single doping concen-
trations in both electron- (10) and hole-doped
(11, 12) cuprates, our measurements show that
the low-T linearity in fact persists over a broad
range of doping.

Single-component analysis. In heavy fermi-
on systems, Dr(T), the T-dependent part of r(T),
is often described by a single term anT

n whose
exponent n(T, H) evolves from the Fermi-liquid
value n = 2 to some anomalous value less than 2
over a narrow temperature and magnetic field
window (13–15). The anomalous exponent in
Dr(T) persists to low temperatures only at the
critical field, Hc. In Fig. 3, we plotted a com-
parative n(T, p) = d(lnDr)/d(ln T) for LSCO by
using the resistivity curves shown in Fig. 2.

For T > 50 K, the resultant phase diagram re-
sembles that seen in prototypical quantum critical
systems, with a narrow region in which rab(T) is
approximately (although not strictly) T-linear sep-
arated from a region where rab(T) varies approx-
imately as T2. As the temperature is lowered,
however, the situation becomes markedly dif-
ferent. Rather than collapsing to a single (critical)
point, the T-linear region in LSCO fans out and
dominates the low-T response. Intriguingly, this
T-linear regime (or more precisely, the region
where n < 1.1) is coincident with both the Tc
parabola (long-dashed white line) and the super-
conducting fluctuation regime (short-dashed white
line) and has thus been obscured until now by
the veil of superconductivity.

Dual-component analysis. Previously, Drab(T)
in overdoped, hole-doped cuprates has been ex-
pressed either as above, that is, as anT

n (1 ≤
n ≤ 2) (16), or as the sum of two components,
a1T + a2T

2 (11, 17, 18). In fig. S2, we describe
in detail why the latter is in fact the more ap-
propriate expression for LSCO. In Fig. 4, A and
B, we show the doping dependences of a1 and
a2, respectively, for two different fitting proto-
cols. The solid squares are coefficients obtained
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The presence or absence of a quantum critical point and its location in the phase diagram of high-
temperature superconductors have been subjects of intense scrutiny. Clear evidence for quantum
criticality, particularly in the transport properties, has proved elusive because the important low-
temperature region is masked by the onset of superconductivity. We present measurements of the
low-temperature in-plane resistivity of several highly doped La2–xSrxCuO4 single crystals in which
the superconductivity had been stripped away by using high magnetic fields. In contrast to other
quantum critical systems, the resistivity varies linearly with temperature over a wide doping range
with a gradient that scales monotonically with the superconducting transition temperature. It is
maximal at a critical doping level (pc) ~ 0.19 at which superconductivity is most robust. Moreover,
its value at pc corresponds to the onset of quasi-particle incoherence along specific momentum
directions, implying that the interaction that first promotes high-temperature superconductivity
may ultimately destroy the very quasi-particle states involved in the superconducting pairing.

An important theme in strongly correlated
electron systems is quantum criticality
and the associated quantum phase tran-

sitions that occur at zero temperature upon tuning
a nonthermal control parameter, g (e.g., pressure,
magnetic field H or composition), through a
critical value, gc. One feature of such a system is
the influence that critical fluctuations have on
the physical properties over a wide region in
the (T, g) phase diagram above the quantum
critical point (QCP), inside which the system
shows marked deviations from conventional
Landau Fermi-liquid behavior. A number of can-
didate non–Fermi-liquid systems have emerged,
particularly in the heavy fermion family (1), al-
though there are others, for example, certain
transition metal oxides (2), that display similar
characteristics.

The physics of copper-oxide high-temperature
superconductors may also be governed by prox-
imity to a QCP. The generic temperature-doping
(T, p) phase diagram resembles that seen in the
heavy fermions, with an apparent funnel-shaped
region that either pierces or skirts the supercon-
ducting dome (3). Above this region, cuprates
display an in-plane resistivity, rab, that varies
linearly with temperature over a wide tempera-
ture (4) yet narrow doping (5) range. This T-linear

resistivity has been widely interpreted, in tan-
dem with other anomalous transport properties
(6), as a manifestation of scale-invariant physics
borne out of proximity to the QCP. This view-
point has remained untested, largely because of
the high upper critical field Hc2 values in high-
Tc cuprates that restrict access to the important
limiting low-temperature region below Tc( p).
We used a combination of persistent and pulsed
high magnetic fields to expose the normal state
of La2–xSrxCuO4 (LSCO) over a wide doping
and temperature range and studied the evolution
of rab(T) with carrier density, from the slightly
underdoped (p = 0.15) to the heavily overdoped
( p = 0.33) region of the phase diagram. Our anal-
ysis reveals the presence of a singular doping
concentration in LSCO at which the electronic
response changes, although in a manner distinct
from that observed in other candidate quantum
critical systems.

In-plane resistivity of La2–xSrxCuO4. A series
of high-field rab(T, H) measurements were car-
ried out on overdoped LSCO single crystals with
doping levels of p = 0.18, 0.21, and 0.23 (labeled
hereafter LSCO18, LSCO21, and LSCO23, re-
spectively) with the field aligned perpendicular
to the CuO2 planes in order to suppress the su-
perconductivity. Figure 1A shows the rab(T, H)
data obtained on LSCO23. In order to track the
temperature dependence of the zero-field resistivity
r(T, 0) below Tc, we used a simple, transparent
technique to extrapolate the high-field rab(T, H)
data to the zero-field axis (Fig. 1B). The re-
sultant r(T, 0) values, plotted in Fig. 1C together
with the zero-field rab(T) curve below 70 K,
are found to exhibit a T-linear dependence down
to 1.5 K. For comparison, we also plotted the ab-
solute values of r(T, 48) at a fixed high field of
48 T obtained directly from the vertical dashed
line in Fig. 1A. The temperature dependence of

the latter (analysis-free) values is identical to that
of r(T, 0) and is consistent with earlier 60-T data
taken on LSCO22 (7), showing that the anal-
ysis itself has not introduced any additional,
artificial temperature dependence in r(T, 0). Sim-
ilar pulsed-field measurements and analysis were
carried out for the two other doping levels as
summarized in fig. S1.

Figure 2 shows the resultant r(T, 0) values
plus zero-field rab(T) data for seven different
concentrations ranging from optimal doping
(p = 0.17) to the heavily overdoped, nonsuper-
conducting region (p = 0.33). The gradual cross-
over in the temperature dependence of rab(T),
from quasi-linear for LSCO17 to approximately
quadratic for LSCO33, is evident in the raw data
and is consistent with previous studies carried
out above Tc (5, 8, 9). At low temperatures, how-
ever, rab(T) develops predominantly T-linear
behavior for the entire doping range 0.18 ≤ p ≤
0.29 [for p = 0.17, data exists only above Tc(H =
0)]. Although evidence for a low-T T-linear re-
sistivity has emerged for single doping concen-
trations in both electron- (10) and hole-doped
(11, 12) cuprates, our measurements show that
the low-T linearity in fact persists over a broad
range of doping.

Single-component analysis. In heavy fermi-
on systems, Dr(T), the T-dependent part of r(T),
is often described by a single term anT

n whose
exponent n(T, H) evolves from the Fermi-liquid
value n = 2 to some anomalous value less than 2
over a narrow temperature and magnetic field
window (13–15). The anomalous exponent in
Dr(T) persists to low temperatures only at the
critical field, Hc. In Fig. 3, we plotted a com-
parative n(T, p) = d(lnDr)/d(ln T) for LSCO by
using the resistivity curves shown in Fig. 2.

For T > 50 K, the resultant phase diagram re-
sembles that seen in prototypical quantum critical
systems, with a narrow region in which rab(T) is
approximately (although not strictly) T-linear sep-
arated from a region where rab(T) varies approx-
imately as T2. As the temperature is lowered,
however, the situation becomes markedly dif-
ferent. Rather than collapsing to a single (critical)
point, the T-linear region in LSCO fans out and
dominates the low-T response. Intriguingly, this
T-linear regime (or more precisely, the region
where n < 1.1) is coincident with both the Tc
parabola (long-dashed white line) and the super-
conducting fluctuation regime (short-dashed white
line) and has thus been obscured until now by
the veil of superconductivity.

Dual-component analysis. Previously, Drab(T)
in overdoped, hole-doped cuprates has been ex-
pressed either as above, that is, as anT

n (1 ≤
n ≤ 2) (16), or as the sum of two components,
a1T + a2T

2 (11, 17, 18). In fig. S2, we describe
in detail why the latter is in fact the more ap-
propriate expression for LSCO. In Fig. 4, A and
B, we show the doping dependences of a1 and
a2, respectively, for two different fitting proto-
cols. The solid squares are coefficients obtained
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